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us heart, in 4 divine language that will afeft A 


2 aud ſay more for itſelf than we are able to ſay ot ii 
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1 3; bir tr anſtation Fit comes aft, to makewit ies 
5 th as near as We gan, to the hearts rather than: 
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His Work has ra aj ſuch a | voneratin 7 the* "oY 
name of its Author, that we can ſay mothing*- 0 
Ln its favour which will be equal. to the- - 
tion the whole world has already. rec¹]¹ = 
* 1 Mor can a man dip into any part of it, © ev1th» \ 1 
out a full recommendation of itſelf in the, Teaſe 9 x 
ragraph he can read; for it will ſpeał  airetly to 


to bis advantage, whether he is a faint or 4 a funer, 8 


. We may ſay it has extended as far as the "Goſs? 
| -pel there being no "Chriſtian nation that "we: have, = 
+ beard of, but what has "receiv'd it as. a ork: "the* Z 
Author was more than ardinarily” ajſtfted- 4 "wa 
- rhe, next in piety, ſpirit, aud purity to He Fa E 
/ God, as it 70 largely partakes of the irt und - 

ch that is delio6rd D 
T he. whole Chr tian world ts. ſpearim For it; 1 E 


WL it is known to all nien, that jt Jays u, or Y 7 


"It ſelf thun can he {aid for it, it would nen 
V upon my time 1} 1 were to ſay more, t TY : 


1 
q e ; 
ears of men, according to the Purity, chat 2 "Ind 2 
-upriehtneſs of the intention q its. al h e Ir 1 
cer bees, he thouoht ut of hel but of 26 3 
 hearts.of men only, in the tine 25 ? * n 2 

Some: later. tran}bationk; are . 2 vb 5 The. F e 8 4 
rhar f #5 better fitted to the en of Mooſe 
ee "IF na Under. PF 2 1 110 1 thing , 
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= the Tranſlators own interweaving, that the Author is 
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in a manner 455 and the work hardly known to be bis. 


= They have depriv'd the Work of its ſimplicity, and 
= caſt out tbe holy firt whith always found the way” to 
= 7he Peart, and warm*d it with the love of God till is 


had a feeling of the beauty of holineſs, and was fil- 


= ing with the ſpirit of him that wrote it, whoſe piety 


wild nothing but God's honour, whoſe charity wild 


the eternal happineſs of all men, and whoſe humility 
wild nothing but that he might be the ſervant of 
fervants of: God, in winning them to an imitation. 
of: the ie of Jeſus Chriſt. _ ded. "Rey 


Hur the Reflexions upon each chapter, we have no 


more te ſay, than that they are kindly intended; they 


«pave been of ſome. uſe to their author ; i, they may 
a to others, in that he will have his end 
an them publick; but if there is any good 
a them, our divine Kempis is the root from whence 
ether 

EL every Reader deſires to know ſomething more 
of the Author he 1s reading, than that ſuch a man 
mvas, 1 now offer the account I have receiv'd of, 
mum, Paving no. reaſon to call the truth of it in 


oat the year 1380 he was born at Kempen, 


deo in the territory of Cologn, of mean 
Every . pious. parents. The baptiſmal name , 
was John, and of his mother Gertrude; 


ame was Hammerkin, or Hammerlein. 


ie thirteenth year, they ſent him to De- 
„ a Unizerfity F the province of. Over-Ylel, 
dee ſtudied in the Houſe of the Clerks, under 
r tius their Refor,\who, from the 
. Wann femplicicy of all bis 7 
bim bis ſon... 5 
2 n Kempis was about twenty ye 


Jons, adopted 


ars old, Flo» - 
+ _ . rentius 


Pe 


Wer. 


1: 


an. 


rentins was taken - death, and = ng a long 
diſcourſe to Kempis upon his future conduct, it 
raiſed a defire in him for retiring /rom the world, 

that he might give himſelf — to the more im- 
mediate ſervice of God. 

Upon this he went to a little C ollege of Regular 
Canons of the Order of St. Auguſtine,” at the Mount © 
of St. Agnes, near the town / Zwoll, in the ſame 
province , Over-Vſſel, to which houſe he was rc. 
commended for a member, by a letter which Was 
written by Florentius, before his death. | 

In the year 1400 he went to that houſe, and hi 
only brother being the Prior at that time, he re- 
cet'd him very joyfully ; and there he fix'd, and 
was five years upon the trial, whether it was a » 

ate of life to which he could conform with the © 
whole heart. In the fixth year he took the habit "= 
that Order upon him, and on the roth of June in 
the ſeventh year, he enter'd into the vows of the 
Order. 
as. a day of the grea gp happineſs to him; and as: 
the day came, he Hill renew'd the tows be had en. 
d into, with 500 reſolutions of following ou, 
Lord to his death, and deſpifing the world for hays 
ake. He abour to live to bis profe{ſion in the 
preateſs purity, and in the temptations by which he 

as tried, (as he himſelf ſays ) he made ſileneg his” 

friend, labour his companion, and prayer his attxaliany.' ” 


After this he ever obſerved the 1oth day of foup! 34 


Here his Jife he paſſed i in ſingular piety, and (on 
inual endeavours to imitate the humility of' a cructs nel 
ped Saviour, paying the moſt exact obedience to h ũ 


periors, and ſhining in the highef charity and h.. 


berly affeftion for thoſe he was In community IH, 
It being one of the- principal employment's ofthe. 


a anon · Reg ulrr⸗ of that Congregarion, to tr ee.” 
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The PE FE. 
the Bible, the Works of the Ancients, and treaties 
g dovotion ; to this he gave a ſiri application, 
and labour'd. to engage others in thoſe uſeful and 
pious endeavours, of which ſome remains are ſtill ex- 
tant, in a large fair Latin Bible, confifting of four- 
teen Volumes, and ſome pieces of St. Bernard, tranſcri- 
bed by him, remain to this time. | 
This was a part of his employment when he was at 
Deventer, and he labour'd hard in it to diſcharge 
his obligation to thoſe teachers he was under in his | 
fiadies; and what remain'd, it washis cuſtom to caſt 
into the common purſe. _ | 


In bis life, he labour'd to make himſelf a com- 0 

For ter to the affiifted, an aſſiſtant to thoſe that were f 

= i temptations; and as be deſired for himſelf, ſo did 5 
be ns eter nal happineſs of others, and labour d : 
all the. wan poſſible, that they might enter into - 
= 'rbat cndlefs reft he was labour ing for. 2 
In the Ctuf cb, or Ora'ory, when he was fnging | © 


the Plalms, he always fe? with his body erett, and, | 
= as #7 he was in a holy rapture, bis face was fd © 
"Fewards heaven, like one raviſh'd with the ſweet- 


neſs. of the Plalms be was finging ; and by thoſe that 2 


were the neareſt to him, he was often. thought to be WW 
_=_ iz exta/y, as he was chanting them forth. , _ 7o 
ti was often, obſerv'd, his countenance would ſeem 8 
dio bine, as if he had been in the glory of that king- rr 
dam be was labouring for; and the pgſition of bis . Ola 

body always was as if it was ready to fly from the 87 

earth in the fire of that divine charity, which ſcem'd 2 

= to be always burning within him. be. 
e ed to ſay, the Prayer of our Lord had within w/e 
it [elf all the prayers, vows, aud praiſes that bad *** 
made 7/1 on. the: beginning of the world, ang 
uſed it in publick and private, with an awe and a re OP 2 


exerence that ſulted with the notion be had of it ; an, 


— a” 


ones, and but a feu; nor in much reading, but iu 


+ S » — * * 
— * * 


0 


in all dejections, he thought it lifted up the; Jou! as * 
ſhe was aſcending t unite with her Gol. ** $ 
His whole converſation was , God and the fart © 
Writings, and theſe being the continual ſubjefts. of his 
meditations, if he was in the hearing of worldly d 
currences, he feewd not to know-what was ſaid, and * | 
behaved as if he had been culy in the preſence "of | 
God; and ſuch was the reputation of his piety, that 
great numbers from the towns and-villages about, were 
continually coming to him YE the G that "Were 
Jowing From his mouth. g 8 
Finding his God in bis retirement; he always one - 

a way to forſake men, and even thoſe o bis own FFa+ | 
ternity as well as others, having. fell a comfort in is 
retreat that was not to br found in men. This gave | 


7 
4 
by © 


being to his uſual motto, I ſought for reſt, but fund 


It not, except in little corners, and in lictle books; 
and this he wrote in maſt of  hisworks" and the , 
ter placed it in a picture of him, that was prefer 
in the houſe he was Y, for abave. 4 hundred DEE - =Y 
after. his death. "ng 
In the motto he meant that the true 1 perfect reft. | 
of the fot was not to come out of the things of. thts 
92 nor to be found but in that retreat which 97 
to divide her from them; that it was not to be found 
in great things, But in the ſmall and'the more cons 
trated; not in many and large volumes, But in Inth 2 


great deat of recollection, and commumton wi ont's. "= 
own heart; that in ſpeaking to our own hearts, we way 
be converſing with God, upon the methads that mujibe 
uſed to bring us wholly to him, that we may be MU and 4 
he may be Or, in: that ee union bein 1s to a 
12 ud. . 
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| 3 Fer that They ST "Foo er Treat urer ; but Py not 
250 the ſpirit be was govern'd by, be he obtained a 
* diſcharge /rom it, hut was choſen again for their Sub- 
Prior, as it more immediately conce erm d rhe \ N 
condition tbe Community). 
He was à little brown man d Aron complexion, 
20 a mani countenance; be hau a quick eye, and never 
© Wh ſpeftacles, tho? he was 92. He died on the 25th 
3 2 July, in 1471 3 and it is ſaid, bis body was diſco- 
ver ed in an extraordinary manner, on the i gib * | 
. a, „ ht ene 
Always labour ing to conceal himſelf, he gave 10 
| Tithe 40 "the things of his own: writing, but nd em 
"With bis ou name, as he did thoſe that be bad copied, 
2 according to the common form of the copyiſts; but furh 
bi own works, as it was not Pelſible Lor hum to con- 
ec were underwritten, the Poor Pil grim. abt 
he #orks known to be bis, are, 
* The Imitation of Jeſps * Ol. whe: Elevation of as 


2 The Soliloguy of the Soul. Mind, to the Search of the 
7 een of Roſes. | fſopreme Good. 
-4 The Valley of Lilies. ebe Conſolationof the Poor: 


* Ofthe three Tabernacles. 19 0f e ths 
i ecposcion. 20 Of Humility 


peiplide ofRecluſes. | 21 * A . good and : 2 eule 
4 The Wd a 'of a good 8 


l 122 /The Tue of a good Mink. 
be Hoſpital of the Poor. | 2g Hymgs, Prayers, and Songs. 
* 23 "x0 The Novices. . 24 Serm his to t e Noyiees, and 
el Exercifes. | s to the Profeſſed“ 
12 Theyoung MantgDottrinal: 25 Epiſtles. ." 8 
= 73 Of Silence and Solitude. | 20 Lives of Gerard the Great, 
4 Of human Frailty. - _- Florentius, and ſome. of his 


\* 2 3x The Manual of ede Religious Community. 

0 The * of the. ittle 27 A Chronicle of the Monaſ- 
= 4 £ . A Ones. Eo WS * 1 of Mount St. Agnes. 

IM "There is. ri great differents'.i in”. the editions of bis 

= Forks: er ſame have put two or more of them toges 

1 A nber under one genercl title, and others have divided 
en. * as * — er OT the . mo a 
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2 / the Imitation Book I. 
words of Chrift, muſt labowr to make his whole lite 
like his. For, of what uſe will it be to you, to 
© ſpealÞarnedly of the Trinity, if you are diſplea- 
4 fn the Trinity, by the want of humility } + 
As a man is not made holy by ſublime! diſcour- 
WD ſes, but is made dear to God by a pious life; | 
would rather feel a compunction in my heart, than 
know how-to define it. He, who would approve 
himſelf wiſe in good earneſt, muſt firſt by a juſt 
contempt of this world, raiſe Himſelf up th the de- 
fires and endeavours after the kingdom of heaven. 
If you were able to repeat all the Bible by heart, 
and all that bas been taught by the n of 
What uſe would it be to you without the love of 
God? Vanity of vanitzes, ſaid the Wiſe- man, and all 
dvanit), Ecel. i. 2. but to love God, and to ſerve 
only, Eccl. xii. 13. i 


L 
1 
1 


As ft is che igen Wiſdom to afpite to tlie king- || 
dom beaven, by deſpiſing all the things of this | 
world, it is a folly and a vanity. to ſeek for pe- 


= 


nale riches, and to place bels hope in them, | 
Ts doat upon things char By fwiftly from us, and | 
K dirs faſt about imaginiry "and tranſitory delight; 
ie we ſuffer our ſelves by theſe to be detained 
= and-di verted- from the purfuic of ſubſtantial and | 
I joys. It is a vanity to ſeek after honours, | 
and to labour to become great; and it is a vanit7 : 
aulge che defires of the" fleſh, and to couft 
ie meaſures that muſt be rigorouſly punifh'd in 
toe that enjoy chem. It is a vanity to wiſh for | 
Mog life, when ft is not one's care to live well; and 
itis a vanity to think of things preſent with apxie- 
©, lid not to foreſee thoſe that are to come. It is 
” @ Vanity to tie one's ſelf to that Which ſo ſoon pow 7 
and not to putfue that which remains etęrnally. Be . 
often mindful of choſe words of the Miſe man Fare . 
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Book I. 7 CHRIST. * 


the eye js never Tones ed with ſceing, nor the eq with 
hearing. * 
Labour then, to take the heart from the ts 
of things viſible, that it may not fix in any but 
what are inviſible ; for thoſe that follow what their 
ſenſes incline them to, ſtain their own ſouls, and 
loſe this fayour of God. | 


REFLEXION. bs 


He dane follows our Lord; walks in the light 
that came from heaven with him, for the con: 
ducting of thoſe that deſire to be in the way t 
it. It is a light that ſhines in the bes 
actions of his diſciples, that others ſceing it, may 
become one with them, and be, as he is, unchange- 
able and eternal in the heavens. Without this 
light, all is but darknefs; and riches, dignities 


and learning of no value; for what is not toes" =! 


company us beyond the grave, it is the higheſt 
vanity to perplex our ſelves about. 
If you would go, to heaven, give four ſelf to 


TFefus ; believe all what he has taught; do by a 
men as you have learn'd of him, and die tat 


the things of this world, as he did; chat in de 4 
ing to chem in time. you may live N him 1 


0 . 7 " . 3 | F * ve F 1 - _ \ - 4 ; F | 7 
F<. = 5 , * _ . , — 41 - © - a . * 
— — _ — — — — — 
© 1 N . 1 * #837 - 4 3 7 * x 
q d'Y „ Td : *» 4. ai 
- — C p 
on I. 3 
- A 1 * 
H A P. FF wr 


B, . 72 what you, know, eker than erh, 
Jar more Tuouledge. 2 4 

51 Me naturally debt ra knowl bud „ 

is there in eee without the feng :; 

God? An humble peaſant that ſerves God,. is het? 
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4 | F Of the Imitation Book J. 
ter than a proud philoſopher that amuſes himſelf 
upon the courſes of the ſtars, and neglects the con- 
cern he ſhould have for his ooẽn ſoul. He who 
knows himſelf well, deſpiſes himſelf, and takes 
no pleaſure in the praiſes of men, If I were to 
know all that can be known in the world, and 
have no charity, of what uſe would that be to 
me before God, who will judge me according to 
wars ot a 159 4 45 | 

Endeavour to moderate your deſire for know- 


ledge, for it diſturbs. the mind, and often proves 


to be nothing more than an illuſion, and involves 


it in great miſtakes and perplexitics. Men of 


knowledge are willing to appear, and- paſs for 


wile and learned men; but there are many things 


which are but of little, or no uſe to the ſoul. hen 
they are known. It is a great folly to apply to 
any thing but what may be of ule to our ſalvation; 
for. words and notions yield no ſatisfaction to the 
ul; but an innocent life comforts the heart, and 
| 5 us conſcience gives a great confidence, towards 
h 1 190 FL Az 
The more you know, and the better you under- 
and what you do know, the greater will be your 


=. condemnation, if your life is not the more holy by 


It; therefore, let not any art or ſcience lift you up 
in your own thoughts, but rather fear more, in 
proportion as 25 knowledge increaſes * * 

If you think you know many things, and un- 
derſtand em well, aſſure your ſelf, there are many 


more you know nothing of; thercfore, inſtead of 


-afteQing a higher degree of wiſdom, be always 


dead to acknowledge your own ignorance. Why 


do you' prefer your ſelf to thoſe who are leſs learn- 
ed,” ſince there are many who are more learned 
than you,” and more knowing in the law of God? 
1 * Br 2 : . A 2 A M It 
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Too ll. Jugus CET 5 
If you would know any thing to advange, deſire 
to be unknown, and of. no eſteem amongſt men. 
To know, and deſpiſe our ſelves, is the higheſt 
and moſt uſeful point of all knowledge. It is great 
wiſdom, and a great perfection, to have à lum and 
2 mean opinion of our ſelves; and à high eſteem 
for other: 210199 el mor ane li do 
If you ſee another in any irregularity, or even 
in an open crime, you ought : not to think the 
better of your ſelf; for you know not how Jong 
you may remain in that which is good. We are 
all frail, but you ought not to think any more fra 
than your ſelf Remember then, that» mfirmities 
are common to all mankind; and ſo remember it. 
as to perſuade your ſelf, or at leaſt to ſuſpect, that 
theſe are dealt to thee in as plentiful 4 meaſure, ay 
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WI all defire to know, and every one deſites 
to know himſelf; yet, tho' all are in hard e 
bour for the knowledge of other things, ther 
but few that endeavour to know themſelves, and 
by that negle& fail in the fear of God, that N 
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carry them to the grave in quiet; for tha a 
fears diſturb: che mind, this is à fear in haf 3%. 
finds its own peace. lee 
He that knows, fears; and he that knows him 
ſelf, muſt be in fear of that which may befal him; Y 
therefore, with your other learning, learn to knw 
our ſelf, that you may know your duty te, 

ad, and do it in that humility which the f 
ledge of your ſelf will give you. We RE 
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Achat is necetiary to your eternal happineſs, and | 
the knowledge of other things, without that, will 
be hut a vexation, and a perplexity to the ſpirits. 
| A you are the image of God, in the knowledge 
=” of your ſelf you will ſee the divine likeneſs; and 
g ſeeing) how: that is defaced by your own defects, 
& you will humble your ſelf before him, that after 
death you may ſee him as he is in himſelf. 
Ie is for your ſelf that you woulc know other 
= things; but if you remain ignorant of that for which 
= you would know them, what will you be the better 
for what you will know of them? Endeavour then 
to know your ſelf; for the more you know of 
ſelf, the leſs you will deſire to be known hy others; 
aud the leſs Lo age ale thy greater "_ 1 
Pour peace, and the greater the favour you wi 
1 * God. 8 1 in other 
chings may bring you to ſeverer judgment; but by 
= the knowledge of your ſelf, you wall Judge your 
= elf; and chat will fave you very much in the judg- 
ment of God. . | Ry 
In knowing your ſelf, you will deſpiſe no man 
ig leſs learned than vou are, it being but in 
eeeegs that you will find him ſo, there being 
bur what is learned in many things you 
SEnothing of; and in the compariſon between 
ing and yours, his may be of uſe to all 
SE men, and yours of no value to any body. 
In knowing your ſelf, you will pity, rather than 
> reproach the frailties of a brother, and humble ra- rio 
ber than exalt your ſelf in ſeeing them; for you | wi 
ee how flender'your ſecurity is, from. the mif- [wh 
be is fallen into; and the fight of your awn [ere 
1 tor mercy, will raiſe your charity for [c&q 
| mum. 3 . "> 88 | AS e * F 
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A PPY is the man whom truth eee 
to teach, nog by dark figures, and words that 
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are ſobn forgotten but by the truth as it is in it J 


ſelf z for our opinions, and our on ſenſes Ta de: 
I ceive us it being hut little that is ſeen by th 
| How high a value do we ſet upon the 1 5 W 
diſticguiſhing and diſputing Nez ih in n matters h 


from common appprehenſions; but matters 105 


which, to know-nothing: of, c not 99 7 er. $4 | 


man caſe one whit the worſe 


ment? Egregiousand elaborate; 0 e W * 


worthy our regard and bends' our induſtry. to Pie nd 
out thoſe, which either turn 29 ng account, or bag 
is worſe than gone. Thus taking pains to be igno- 
rant at laſt, and veriſying.\tn-,our own. Jelyes che 

n ts deſcriptian of the Heathen 
n harie Hes, and yet ſee not, Fly Av 
s Of hat f 
u 
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þ 
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> 
© | looks uſeful and neceſſary points, as 
4 
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with ſo much care and-ſybtilty. upon; dark FF. hide 
den things, ſince our ignorance in them wall not be 


1 98 in the judgment of God? It is a „ 2 
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ervice as it to be capable 1 2 ls | 
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to negloct tbat which is profitable and gte 
— and give the mind to things that arg only er 
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a- | rigus; and are hutefal, We bave 27S ang fee. not, 
12 What have we to 
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doi with: dry and ſubtil notions, 


which perplex the philoſophers? my W hears the 


n eternal word, does not embarrgſs 
or [cellar y diſputes.) 02 716209 21651 © 
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| I doit; it is that which was in = SE Fs 
chat which now. peaks to od hearts; and'with- - 
esc it, ao man can vagdertiand, or Judge truly of any 
[ Ay thing. wh An vv * *1 A Lene LESS * 
He, to whom all things are one; he, who res. 
__ duces all things to one, and ſees all things in wo 


{ 
= ere He on quiet Atid a compoſed mind, and dive | 
7 E268 inthe boſs of God. O God, the trut 

4 1 5 softe wick hee in eveflaſting love! often I 1 
Fenz my ſelf With reading and hearing; but in 
8 Gall that I ſeek, aht all: chat [: defire- i 

2 
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= ebe Doctors bold their tongues ; let penis 
= IO GIRL Teiflain in ſilehce before thee, and ſpeak 
3 5 de tb ms, Should allt eur Teachers de 06 
N er durfb and This feat volume of the creatures 
Ae Mut to ut, We Ke 75 diſpenſe with all the 
ou Me 2 ſafe: * informa⸗ 
þ * e ach: us by th ſelf. n Ban d Woo! 
5 8 en beelreb into himſelf, andre 
os 0 mp frofi the bottom of the 525 the 


ſud uber hinge wilbohe underſtanci 
Witaüble, auc he will receive' thecli 
ser & fre vor High.) The'fpul'that is pure; 
im * las without diſturbance; tho? 
9 about and aht N things; becuuſe 
* it eie =; to” honbur bd Fin, ud peace 
it ſelf, ako more elf F 
e I 5415 0 59707 
Who binders and diftarhs/ you inches 
heck Meftions of your own heart? He re! 


js #00d and faithfut to od, fixit orders all thing 
= 'that he is (SurfFardl toi do; nor "is 3i 
be ord 1 By vicious affections, but by che 


= "Eng nb rea org! dns 29 200 Ann 9.20 
Who has a greater enemy to contend a againſt] o 

| h Re > ONT, {Again *bicnlelf, and would. 
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come our ſelyes, and to gain every. gay Tome men 
r g that we may advance Aal in Er 
works. 

Every perfection in chis life, being 1 ah” | 
ſome imperfection, and all our hi = wich fore 
darkneſs, an humble knowledge of your ſelf,” ia 
ſurer way of going to God, than a reſearch for p- 
found learning. Let, learning is not to be. des 
ſpiſed, nor che ſimple Knowledge of things to "4 
ae ic being ood in it ſelf, and acca 

ing to the order of God; but a virtuous: 
and purity of the conſcience are always to be pre- 
ferr'd. Bur becauſe many deſiſe learning rather 
chan virtue, they are often decelyed,. and hring t 
little, or no fruit from their ſtudies. Tbe hues 4 
reaſon then, why in an age where learning; is had. 
in univerſal admiration, fo little profit ĩs made T1 1 
both error and vice do notwithſtanding ſo Wꝗ¹ : 
edly abourd, is in truth no other, than that mens 
generally miſtake their main buſineſs and proper a; 
excellence. They had rather cultiyate theif! * 
than their manners, and account it a greg 
- compliſhment to know much, than to live well,” 

O! if men would uſe as much care ig pd 

out their vices, and the planting of virtue they... 
do in the forming of -queſtions;and diſputes, 1 | 

world would not have ſo many miſchieſs in ies nor 
would there be ſo much Anderen in bee Hei- 
cated to * worſhip. - It will not be a 3 
the day of judgment, what we haye.read, but what 
ve have done; nor if our diſcourſes have been HE 
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Where are the doctors and maſters, who ET & 
in their e „ and Jour-Were acquainted with 
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RES 4. Imitation Book l. 
of them. They ſeem'd to be ſomething during 
their lives; but now there is no more ſaid of them. 
O! how ſoon does the glory of the world paſs a- 
_— way! O chat their lives had been anſwerable to 
= their learning ! then their readings and ſtudies had 
been to good purpoſe. How many are there in the 
F world that are loſt in the vanity of their learning, 
"and an entire neglect of the ſervice of God? They 
labour more for the praiſes of men, than the humi- 
ty that ſhould make them pleaſing to God, and 
loſe themſelves in the vanity of their own reaſonings. 
ie is truly great, who is great in charity; is little 
n his own eyes, and ſets no value on the greateſt 
=— -elory of this world, He is truly wiſe, who deſpi- 
ſes alt earthly things to gain 7%, Chriſt; and he 
is truly learned, who does the will of God, and 
krenounces his own will to him. | 
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. 290 EE THAT the peace of God May be always with 
= you; in all things endeavour to overcome your ſelf; 
pr till that enemy is ſubdued, there will be no reſt 
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bor Four ſoul. LM 1 2 | 

> Gratify no curioſity; think not of being great or 
© *Tearned before men, but of being holy in the ſight 
Dod, as the truthteaches, that you may be great 
BE in heaven;' as they are who liv'd to pleaſe God 
= when they were upon cart. b N 
Mien may ſeem great in their own eyes; but he- 
| | fore God, e SEO man is a very little thing, 
ery much conſtrain'd, and as nothing in the fight 
vim chat ſees all, Therefore, as in the eyes of 
Lbdou can be no mote than a man, you can have 
nothing co glory in, becauſe you can be no more 
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Book I. of JESUS:CHREST. Re: 
and differing from the meaneſt of them,, only". 
one grain of duſt may differ from another. 4,4 
Outward things, will be of no uſe to vou, whe 
you have no peace within; and this is not to be ha 1 
till you deſpiſe them; chereforę, uſe pot the body.: 
as if the ſoul was made for it, but as a. thing that 
was made for her; and think of it no morè than, 
it muſt concern you to keep her tenement in reg, 
an a een Tis pio. gion 
"Why do you fatigue the mind with. reading, and; 
waſte the ſpirits by enquiries, which are af no ufe t 
your ſalvation? Leſe not your ſelf. in your ſtudies,: 
that your ſoul may not be loſt in the vanity of XR 
alting your ſelf amongſt your bret hren 
Seek for God in all, things, and in finding him 
you will find your own peace; and, in ſecking for. 
him only, you will find all that may, be wanting te, 
yon; for in him you have all, and without, Hit, 
you have nothing 1, 4 % 14.24 1,8 
Make the will of God the rule of your life, and 
you will find nothing wilPd but what will be plea- 


ſing to you ; for in his will you will have your +. 

own; and be that has his, own will, will be as 
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Never frew your belief” to what” may be ſaid! to th. 


X b Ex 
.  _  diſaduantage''of another. 
24 OO GIRO Toke, _—_S 
X/ E muſt not believe all that is ſaid. tc 
A nor all that comes into our own thoug nt, e 
but be cautious, 1 5 thing careful; 
according co che will of God. But any W 
is ſuch, that it inclines 0 to. heliene and 
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r than a of others. The vobd man does. 
not eaſily give credit to all the reports that are 


made; for he knows men are weak, always inclin- 

. Ing tqwards the bad, and ſubject ro CEE uy the 
if inte perance of the tong m1 [4 

It is an argument of Kerr indem, not to bb bal. 
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in our own opinions; and it is an effect of the ſame 


ſentfy'to make report of what we have heard, or do 


. believe.” Always adviſe with one who is wife and 

|  chnſcjentious; el chuſe to be inſteucted by one that 

= r fell, "rather than to follow hear - 
1 197 or your Gen imaginatie . 


is better than 
90 Wie res ee Silgesce, and makes a 


ih wiſe according to God. The more be um- 
Hles and reſigns himſelfto God, the more: wiſdom 


there will Be in all bis conduit; and che greater 
© will be be the peace that he will have i been, ſoul. 


AE 1 * GT 10 3 1 . ] Fg) 10 4 


1890 


2 frioT a 5 


6 84 6 


-are-made- to. diſturb the peace of another; for he 
that believes much, offends much; and peace can- 
bot be the portion of an offerider/ 
eu will feel a comfort in thipkin favorably, 

3 others; and an inward diſturbance When | 
Fa Wink not of tbem, a8 you deſire they thould kink 
ot you ; for the foul that is not in charity, can have 
"= e As charity covers the miſtake'of a bros 
ftßer. und grieves for his infirmity, ſo that charity 


lkulee ro MIO prejudice. As che report of 28hother: 
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ty and utadviſed'i in pur act , nor to ſtand ſtiffly 


iſdom, at to beljeve all that is ſaid, nor pre- 
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1 you volbebe dk beate Ait in v0 fell, leg. 
not Sur belief be ready to embrace the reports that 


18 end 18 its value, whenever vou TeveaF* that 


man's. failing 18. aproof of 4 greater in bim that re 
| e | | ports 
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ports it, the reporter does himſelf as great a diſ- 
grace, as he inte nds to the perſon he ſpeaks .. 


I Think favourably'of an open offender; tut; by 


thinking otherwiſe; you may not yrs es 
the two; for God judges not as men do und may? 
be offended RIP your thoughts, than by che ac-' 

I 809219, 00140 , 1 AIMETIOT 
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As we ſee not the hearts of one another, the ae- 


tions of one man are not to be à rule to another 


man's chooghts6f pic in alf elfte; Hör Gad whe! 


ſees che heart, Judges by hat hie finds iti jc; an 


9 4 | : 
often approves what we condemn. - /' 11691 10, en 


Wet not the miſtake of à brother lead du into 


great many. Never publiſh the fault of a brother, 


. tilÞgou find/Yourdfelt withour one; for then ti 
conſcjence will be -in greater quiet, and tiseredit” | 


in ſafet 
ETC. 
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yon bud read to advantage, read ti 
ure s.. ? 7 201 


181111. 


Un us 104-0100 QH 4 
OO K not into the Holy Scriptures e ele- 
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- greater, and ſo make bne er for multiply into a 


I quence, hut ſor truth; and read each part; 


wathi the ſpirit it was written in; for in them 


ſhould rather ſearch. aftet ſpiritual profit, than uh 


tilty of ſpeech. We gaught to read books! that 


ſimply pious wich as much pleaſure and affestieg, 


as thoſe that are more lofty; and ſublime. |; 


Ask not who writes, whether he had much, of . 


truth incline you to the reading of that, HA 
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but little learning; but let the love of the 
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Conſide Jer what 1 18. {aid; and let it not be POT ' 


concexa hg ſaid it; for men are forgotteny but 
the truch gf, our Lord. will remain to Day ; ; 
| Wh Hod peaks to us in different Ways, and with- 
ont any: reſpect to perſons. Too great a curio- 
ſity. in enquiring into what we ought..to. pals over 
unexamin'd, often prevents us rom reaping! any 
bepefic! in reading the Seripturess 
If e to he the — Ge readings read 
with humility, with, fincerity, and a ſimple in- 
tention; without che ambition of being thought.-a: 
man of | learning..nmabngs - 1 2nd wr 21 110 
oc Williogly enquire, and. ee Gs ef - 
x Inga hab mo Reſpect what may be ſaid; co 
| 5 aged 3 dar che proyerbs and maxim, 
hey often, 


; make ufe of are grounded on Was 


a "Wn Experience, and knowledge. 2d ln © Jab 
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Look not into ſacred Books for ornament, but 
* for inſtruction; for they were not written to em- 


belli che mind, but to inform ic If vou would 


read to advantage, read not without the love of 


truth; for that wall | be a light to you. in all that 


RO leceen;” iges vie 20 oa 36a 400 
While you are reading the ſacred/ writings; Got 


[| nà ſpeaking to you ſor Four own peace; hear him 
eee ill „ice, as if he was ſpeaking to you 
face to face; ſor if be ſpeaks not to you, as he 


to Moſes upon the mountain, ſtill it is the 
2 God chat ſpeaks, though it is in a diffctent 
Doc bai Ie icli, Hr Ole 3: 
9% te not the ſimplicity that God ſpeaks in; 
"forthe" ſpeuks not go the ears; but to the hearts 
of bis ſervants, der chere may be more — 
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| vern'd by the fleſh, he muſt have a d 
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ornament in what is ſaid. A pious ſuhject is To 
much above words, that words which are contrived 
for the ears of men always debaſe it, and deprive 
it of the force by which it ſhould work upon their 
hearts; for the ſimplicity that is in piety, / is never 
well expreſs'd in words that are unlike itſelf. 
Therefore, deſpiſe not what God ſhall ſay to you, 
for the ſimplicity that is uſed in what he Af for 
he would not ſpeak like himſelf, if he was to ſpeak 
in a different , „ee 
In all your readings, endeavour to find the ſpirit 
of the author; make it your own, while you are 
reading him, that his light may not be loſt upon 
you, nor your own time laſt with it. | * 


+5, 
” 


* 


ue. 


Dur peace will be in the mortifying your, Z, 
inordinate aſfectio um. 
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I Rregular deſires give an inward uneaſineſs, that 
2 is ihe as ſoon as they ariſe ; for the proud and 
. the covetous are never at reſt; but the poor and 

humble of heart live together in peace. The man 
who is not yet perfectly dead to himſelf, is open fo 

temptations, and ſoon overcome by ſmall and wits 
ling things; for while the mind is ved, A ; 
of 2 
trouble in overcoming his earthly defires. "Hence *Y 
it is, that he is often afflicted when he goes to with YN 
draw - himſelf from them, and his anger ſoon i 
upon the leaſt contradiction. And, if he ſeeks what 
he deſires, he is ſoon diſturbed hy a remortgget 
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eonſeienge; becaule he yields to hig paſſion, w 2 h 
no way forwards the peace that he Lok d for., og -4 
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—_— "Of the Trails \9 Book I. 
© Tt is not by yielding to bur paſſions, but by 
reſiſting them, that we are to find the true peace of 
the heart; for it is not to be found in the outward in 


and the fenfual man; bat in the fervent and the | W 
Apiritual, in a zealous and devout, a mortiſied and o 


refined, And f Deayenty Uiſpolition! of B. as p 
bee R EE XO N = 5 


As the 00 of your own deſites/ ir often your Il 
-puniſhment, fo in rerrenching them, you will eaſe I © 
ur ſelf; for outward things puniſh not, but in 
Proportion to the diforfer you have within. As 
this world is every way too little for avarice, 'am- I ® 
on, or any of our paſſions in their full range, ſo ). 
there is no reſt for the man that is puniſh'd with 
either; becauſe the ſource of his affliction is always * 
within himſelf. _.. | 
By aiming at the greateſt things we'are ſabdued 
by the lea . and dür weakneſs comes from the 
rengch of our defires; for he that is 9 15 
: deſire, is always too weak to ſupport himſelf, 
"He who is alive to his own paſſions, is dead c 
every good work, and can have nd comfort in this 
orld, while he expeQs to be comforted” by it; 
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Book IJ. / JESUS CHRIST. 2 
poor in this world. Depend not upon your own. . 
ability, but place your whole truſt and confidence 
in God; and in doing what is in your pawer, he 
will aſſiſt your endeavours. Confide not in. your 
own wiſdom, nor in the capacity of any man livingz 
but expect all from the grace of God, who helps the 
humble, and humbles the preſumptuous. 
Glory not in your riches, nor in the power f 
your friends; but let all your glory be in Gd, 
who gives all; and, what is better than all, deſires 
to give us himſelf. | 112 
Let no perfection or beauties of the body lift up 
thy mind; for the body is disfigured and changed 
with a little ſickneſs. Value not your ſelf upon 
your wit or learning, leſt thereby you offend. Gd, 
to whom all the good belongs that you have from 
nature. >; Sr 1 
Eſteem not thyſelf better than others, leſt thou 
ſhouldeſt become the worſt of all men in the ſight 
of God, who knows all that is in man. Eſteem not 
your ſelf for the ſake of your good works, for th 
judgment of God is very difterent from that 
men; and that often dif eaſes Hit which is pleas 
ſing to them. If there is any good in you, to keeps 
you always humble, believe ſtill that there is mog 
of it in others; for you can loſe nothing in placing 
your ſelf below all, but youmay loſe a great dea, 
y preferring your ſelf to any one. = 
Ihe humble heart enjoys a continual peace; bur 
the hearts of the proud are always filPd with envy? 
and indignation, The meet, ſays the Scripture, ts 
refreſhed in the multitude of peace ;, but the proud, 
in ſpirit is Ike a troubled ſea, perpetually tot aud 
driven by the fierce commotions of anger, and emily 
lation, and envy, and diſdain, which never ſults 
m to be eaſy and compoſed, *' + © 7 
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REFLEXION. 


Fix not your hope in man; for how will you ti 
be comforted by him who cannot comfort-himſelf? ¶ d 
Nor confide in your felf, ſince you perceive there ii 


. 2 99. y 


are things which are not in your power to procure ; 
l for what confidence can you have in one that is ſo I {| 
weak as that proves you to be? tl 


FTruſt not to any thing that may be promiſing in I 
che creatures; for they are imperfect as you are, Ik 
and cannot perfectly ſatisfy you in any * I, 
Place your whole confidence in God; for every. 
thing, beſides himſelf, will diſappoint you; and b 
._ Comfort is not to be had but in him that can fill all. I k 
— Uſe your own perfections to the glory of their 2 
Author; but glory not in them, through fear of b 
their being recall'd by him that gave 'em. tt 
Deſpiſe no man, for all are your equals before || tc 
— God; but if you would be great before him, place | 
your ſelf among the meaneſt of all his ſervants. © 
As peace always reigns in the humble heart, and F 
=_  cnvy is always perplexing, and diſturbing the heart i 
_ ofthe haughty, who, that would have peace, would || © 
et labour to be humble, fince that is not to be had 7 
Cz 


out humility? © 
I EA Y 7: 7h 4 1B 
1 — ports l 
1 nA. VIII. 3 
Ehbuſe a prudent man for your friend ; and hade 5 
+ BR But little Familiarity with the world. le 
15 Q2E N nor "your. heart Zo every ones but let it li 
eco che prudent; and ſuch às lie in the fear f. 
a of God, that you reveal your own thoughts, With b. 
Peu people, and ſtrangers, converſe but little. tþ 
1 | Th: ts n oo 17. 
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Flatter not the rich, nor be ambitious of aps 
pearing before great men; but let your converla- 
tion be with the humble and the ſimple, with the 
devout and the virtuous, and converſe with them 
in things by which you may be edifie ot. 
Have no familiarity with any woman, but re- 
ſpe& all that are good; and in general recommend 
them to God. Defire no familiarity but with Gox 
and his angels, and take a pleaſure in a 
known to men; for tho' we muſt love all, a fami- 
liarity with all is dangerous. F ” 
Sometimes, from the character Ai of a man 
by others, he is eſteem'd before he is perſonally 
known; but ceaſes to be ſo afterwards. We are 
apt to think others are pleaſed with our company 3 
but in knowing us better, and ſecing our dee 
the oftner they) ſee us, the more diſtaſtful we are 


to them. 5 


, . Ali or 1 4 E. N - 
NN E F 1 Z X 1 0 N-S. - a E 101 ; 

GS 3221+ DAVE G01 LTUOY MOT. XIU/H,, 457 ann, — 7 
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for their converſations tend. to nothing but the eh 
tangling one another N cares of this life ; ane 
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he that would not be perplex'd with the things © 
this world, muſt keep out of it by all the ways he 
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Converſe, not with youlig men but for their e 
fication; for by them you. cannot expect to be 

greatly edifie ; 
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;. The, leſs, you. are known, the great 
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at are in it. | | 
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"Retire into your felf, and commune with your 
own heart, that God,. who 1s the witneſs, may be 
the ſubject of your thoughts; which will rarely 


happen in other company. 
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CAP. IX. 
Be always ready to give up your own opinion, and 
Se willing to live in obedience. 


- 


II is a great advantage to live in obedience, 


and to be under the direction of a ſuperior, 
Hat our lives may not be ruled by our own wills; 
and it is more fate to obey than to command. 
Some obey by neceffity rather than out of love; 


but they, ſoon fall into trouble, repine, and com- 
lain of the leaſt things; for the mind cannot be 


ree and quiet, if from their hearts they don't obey 


e for many, by imagining that the change 


F places would make them happy, have deceived 
themſelves. 5 BBY 2 312180 4 SAIL ILY OS 18829 
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"Who is To wiſe as to know all things perfectly? 
As that is not che gift of any man living, truſt not 
to your own opinion, but delire to hear what others 
es tô lay; And in ſuch caſes a man gains a great 
pitir, when he knows himſelf in the right, and yet, 
tendernefs and charity can comply with the in; 
218 firmities 
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ar W frmities or miſtakes of others, rather than offend 

de God, by being too tenacious of his own better 

ly judgment. 3 
I have often heard, it is more ſafe to hear than * 

ſpeak, and to receive, than to give advice; ſo, tho 

your ſentiment ſhould be good, if you give it not 

up to that of others, when the occaſion ſhall re- 

quire it, it will be the mark of a proud ſpirit. 
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_ OBEDIENCE is moſt truly ſaid to be better 
than ſacrifice ; for when a man obeys by choice 
rather than by neceſſity, he makes an — of 
himſelf that muſt be pleaſing to God; and une 
pected neceſſities are W turn d into virtues by it. 
Your peace being of more worth to you than! 
your opinion, give up the one for the other, that 
you may get by the exchange ; and make a virtue” 
of it, as well as a conveniency, by giving it up for? 
the peace of others, that may be diſturbed by:yours 
* e e ee eee 
It is pleaſing to God that we ſubmit our op 
d | nions to the judgment of others, as well as gur 
iI | perſons to their . 5 for he expects the ind 
to | as. well as the: body ſhould: be in obedience; thats 
i of | the whole man may, obe, - © 30% 
7 a>, | . Be not ſtubborn in an opinion that may be of, 
to | fenſive to others without uſe or advantage to your: 
ce, | ſelf ;. but give it. up for the ſake of peace, that the 
ty 5 ſurrender may be of uſe to you and others 
In this, the humility gf your own * God will: 
hers” | not 4b Pal. li. nor will your cohcern for che 
reat peace of others be unregarded by him who h 
et, concern for the peace of all. 
27442 a | 8 
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bh H A P, X. . N 
Let your converſation be in boly things, and flee 
4. » from that which is unprofitable. | 


VOl b, as much you can, the converſation I 3 
and tumult of the world ; for to be conti- 
nually employ'd in terreſtrial concerns, is an impedi- Hr. 
ment to devotion, even though a man behaves with . 
the utmoit ſimplicity in dealing amongſt men. For v 
in theſe there is a vanity” that ſlides into us in a mo- 
ment; ſtains our ſouls, and makes them ſervants to Id 
the things of this world. For this reaſon I have of. In 
ten wiſhed I had not been amongſt men; or that I Hv 
had been ſilent when Was with them. . 
Why are we fo deſirous of familiarity and con- p 
verſe with one another, ſince it is ſcarce poſſible: 4. 
to free our ſelves from it, without leaving a wound || 
on our conſciences? The reaſon is, that by a mu- || - 
tual communication of our thoughts we expect 0. 
ſome comfort and eaſe to the mind, that has been I ſi 
wearied wich other things; and we very readily 
tilt and think of thoſe things that we moſt love," . 
onthe things we would chiefly. avoid; but thoſe 
entertaigments are moſt commonly vain, and their 
outward” conſolations greatly obſtruct the inward. 
peace that God would give us. It is Bae. t 


the vanities vf this world; but if there he occafion 10 
for your Tpeaking; ſpeak only that which may edi- | 


for a bad habit, and the want of circumſpec- 


tionwilb contribute to a Heglett of yout guard on 
the tongue. But di ſcourſes of ſpitituaF things give 
a great increaſe to devotion, and particularly when 
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Book IJ. JESUS CHRIST. "Y 23 
they paſs” between perſons of one heart, and one 
mind, aſſociated together in the fear of God. 


RE FILE XI O 


1 


FLEE from all unprofitable entertainments, for 
they are in your time as the moth is in a garment, 

on and always produce matter to be repented of. 
i- The temperance of the tongue is always to be 
regarded ; becauſe its volubility often tends to the 
loſs of its owner's virtue, and the injury of theirs, 
who are in the hearing of it. | * 
The deſire of ſpeaking much is a proof of a vain 
diſpoſition, and often brings men to the painful 
neceſſity of unſaying what they had before ad- 
vanced, Ita 7 
| Speak not but when it may anſwer ſome good 

on- | purpoſe, that ſo the tongue may not run in vain 

dle and be well apprized before you ſpeak, that none 
nd. If ſhall be the worſe for what you have to offer. How = 
nu: many have repented of the ill uſe they have made 
ect | of the tongue ? but it ſeldom happens that a man's * 
den | filence has any bad conſequence. "wy 


ily Let the employment of your tongue be in holy 
Rags, ee of Four ok A 
on of thoſe that hear them may warm with à defire of 


1 | uniting wich their God. 5 "=P 
this: If the tongue muſt be a traveller, let it he ig 
S the ſervice of God, that others may be the Werse; 
ibis. and that the good it may do, may be your warrant 
di- | for the proper uſe you have made of it, 
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. & 
Overcome your paſſions, that they may not 0! 
overcome you. | a 


E might be in peace, if we would not con- o. 
cern ourſelves with the ſayings and actions ve 
of others, nor with things that no way concern us. tl 
But how can he be long ia peace, who perplexes ¶ fic 
himſelf in the things he has nothing to do with, Nu 
and will be fetching diſturbance from abroad, when Il {h 
he ſhould retire into himſelf, that he might exa- 1 
mine and underſtand his own condition? Happy are ¶ be 
” theſimple of heart, for they will be in peace. = 
Ĩ be faints, in labouring to mortify their earthly ¶ Ii. 
dieſires, became ſo contemplative, and fo perfect, ih 
that they could retire into themſelves with freedom, ¶ he 
and unite themſelves to God in the fulneſs of the I hi 
= heart. . lit 
By indulging our own paſſions, and by tao great I w. 
a concern för tranſitory things, it is ſeldom that we 
perfectly overcome any one of our own vices; bur || an 
remain cold and indifferent, and in want of that ar- || ac 
dour by which we might be daily gaining ground || fo 
of our irregular affections. If we were perfectly Ina 
= dead to ourſelves, and diſengaged from all inordi- | do 
nate deſires, we ſhould have a taſte of God, and be || co 
Able to reliſh that heavenly joy that comes from the || no 
contemplation of his truth. Our only impediment | ch 
is, that we are not diſentangled from our paſſions ga 
and eorrupted deſires, and that we labour not to r. 
ger in that perfect way the ſaints have walk'd in | gr 
i before us. | | 1 tin 
Upon every ſmall afflidtion we are dejected, and | ſer 
all back to enquiries after human — but if | ſel 


* : ; 
« - . - 
; K 5 . — 


time, and conſider the happy effects of an early and 


Book IJ. of JESUS CHRIST. 2 
we had a reſolution to ſupport us, we ſhould aſ- 
ſuredly find that God would ſend us his ſuccour 
from heaven. For he who appoints the occaſions 
of our conflict, that we may overcome, is ready to 
aſſiſt thoſe that contend, and entirely confide in his 
grace; but if we place the ts Hom of a religious life 
only in the obſervation of outward things, our de- 
votion will not be laſting. Let us therefore 7 
the ax to the root, that, being freed from our pa- 
ſions, the ſoul may be at reſt; for if in every year 
we would draw but one vice from the heart, we 
ſhould ſoon become perfect. But now, it frequent- 
ly appears, that we are better and more free in the 
beginning of our converſion. to God, than after/ 
many years that we have made profeſſion of a hol 
life. An ardour and defire of proceeding in piety 
ſhould increaſe in us daily; but now a man thinks 
he has done a great deal in retaining ſome part f 
his firſt fervour: If we would do ourſelves "ſome 3% 
little violence in the beginning, we ſhould afters 8 
wards be able to do all things with caſe and jo. 
Tis hard, I own, to part with, our old friends 
and to unlearn habits to which we bave been long 
accuſtomed. And harder yet it is, to enter into A 
formal war with our own inclinations, and obſti- 
nately to deny what we eagerly defire. But if we 
do not conquer ſmaller difficutties, what will be⸗ 
come of us, when aſſaulted by greater? If we do 
not reſiſt our natural propenlions at firſt, before ige 
clination is ſtrengthened by cuſtom, the enemy WII 
gather-ftrength. Every day's practice is a frelh 
einſorcement; and the longer the delay, the 
greater will be the difficulty. O think of this in 


ſerious piety: W 


hat peace, what triumphs to your 


«As - 


ſelves; what joy to others, to'God and Chriſt, to 
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5 angels and good men, you will certainly procure, 
by behaving your ſelves gallantly in this ſpiritual 
warfare. This ſure will ballance all che hardfhips 
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of virtue, e your cowardice and ſloth, pro- 


' yoke and inflame your diligence and courage; and 
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and let that be with a piety that may make thei 
pleating to God, and a prudence that may makq 
bo | me "We - * ; 5 1 


make you zealous, reſolute, impatient to grow in 
grace, and advance every day in ſpiritual perfection. 


REFLEXION. | 


Ix may be ſaid of our paſſions, as it is of fire 
and water, that they are good ſervants but yery bad 
maſters; for, when they rule, they are our leaders 
into all manner of evils; and with them we are to 
be in perpetual conflict; for it is from them that 
the devil receives the power of hurting us. 

To them the ſoul is in that captivity which is 


* 


15 the cauſe of all our diſorders; and when you think 


of what you have to do for the recovery of her 
freedom, the mind will ſeek no further for an em- 
. For, the recovery of her freedom will 
e a work of ſo much difficulty, that your whole 
time will be little enough for you to do it in; 
therefore, when you concern your ſelf with that 
which does not concern you, the things that do 
mult be neglected, and the ſoul depriv'd of the 
peace that the might enjoy - : 450 £ 
In the morning, conſider the ſtate of your own 
pailions, and give the work of the day to their re 
Auction; for the evils that are in them, you wil 


mid ſufficient for the day you are in. 
hee ſo far from an enquiry into other mens aftions 


as to make it your whole care to govern your own 


ful to mankind, | 


k Ax 


8 


2 


1 


wh 


Do that to day, and it will give you ſtrength for 


the morrow, and make that eaſy to morrow which 4 
| ſeems exceſſively. hard to day; and the cuſtom con- 


tinued will habituate the mind in a gradual way, 
till the daily increaſe of its ſtrength ſhall remove all 
that is choaking up the way to heaven. 


CHaPp. XII. 


It is to your advantage to ſuffer in 
this life. 


T is good for a man to be afflited ; for by 

croſſes and diſappointments he conſiders him- 
elf as an exile, and loſes his hope in the ring 
of 5. world, perceiving he ought not to place 
In them, | 


It is good for us that we ſometimes meet with 


oppolitiqp, and that men think ill of us when we 


intend well, and att according to our intention; 


for by this means we are bumbled, and humility is 
an excellent preſervative againſt yain-glory. For. 
when men think ill of us, we are the more inclin'd 
to appeal to God as the witneſs to all that paſſes 

within us; the contempt and diſregard with which 


we are treated by mien, fixes us in him; and fer 


this reaſon a man ſhould ſettle himſelf ſo fully in 
God, that he may not think of men for his -. 
Ci "ox 
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28 QF the Imitation Book I. 
that he may be diſſolved, and united to Feſus 
brit, Then he perceives he cannot be aſſured of 

any thing in this world, nor of a full and perfect 
peace while he is in it. In a word, ſuch circum- 
ſtances as theſe are more effectual than ten thouſand 
arguments, to convince him by his own ſenſible ex- 
perience, that perfect ſecurity and entire ſatisfaction 
are not ſo much as conſiſtent with the condition of 
man in this preſent world; and therefore we muſt 
be content to wait another and future ſtate, which 
alone deſerves our affections, becauſe it alone can 
make us truly and compleatly happy. 


REVL EXIT O N. 


Regret not your preſent ſufferings, for they are 
ſhort, and proportion'd to the ſtrength God has 
—_ given you; and they are the medicine that is pre- 
__ ſcribed by the phyſician of your foul, that you 
=_ 77 live for ęver. | | * 


by men, by an order in the providence of God, 
that you may be willing to leave them, when he 
Mall require it from you, for the bleſſed union you 
are.to have with him. 
_  . Things are not as you defire, becauſe you may 
hape vo affection bor them in the hour of your 
geatb; for nothing can equal your deſires, till you 
= come where all things may be full. . 
Tou are to have no perfect comfort in any thing 
this world affords, that your happineſs may not be 
found in the wrong place; but that you may return 
to yourſelf, where you will learn that it is not to 
'be found but in God. And, glorious is the order, 


| | ; eFpplying to him, every thought, in n 
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You are crofſed, contradicted, and ill treated 


by which the faithful ſervants of God may be ever 
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and action of their lives; and wonderful it is, that 
from their works an eternity of glory ſhould be de- 
riv'd to them, tho' not merited by them. 


1 


CHAT. XIII. 


Temptations are uſeful, tho* they are 
5 | Mictive. 


E muſt not expect to be free from afflic- 
| tions and temptations whilſt our living is in 
this world; for, as holy Fob ſays, The life of a 
man is a warfare upon earth. Therefore, a man 
ſhould take care in managing himſelt under his 
temptations, and watch in prayer, that the devil 
may not have the opportunity of deceiving him; 
for he never ſleeps, but goes about, ſeeking whom 
he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. v2 
ted There is no man ſo holy, but What is ſome- 
od, times expoſed to temptations ;' nor can we be en- 
he ||. tirely without them; yet are temptations uleful, 

you tho' they are troubleſome: and grievous; for the 
humble, purify, and inſtru@ the ſoul of man. Al 

nay the ſaints have paſſed through a great many temp- 
our | tations and afflictions, and made great advantages 
Fou of them; but ſuch as faiFd in the reſolution Whien 
that trial ſhould have given em, fell away, ane 
ing Were rejected by God. * — 
tbe | There is no order ſo holy, nor place fo ſecget, 
-arn in which a man meets not with temptations and 
- to | troubles; - and as long as he ſhall live, he Will 


der, | not be entirely freed from them; for being horn 


ever | with an inclination to evil, the root of it 38a -* 
ord; | ways within ux bane 


go -— eee Imitation Bookl. 
” --Temptations and affliction ſucceed to each other; 
no looner does one paſs, but another comes; and 
2s our firſt ſtate of felicity is loſt, we ſhall have 
ſomething to ſuffer at all times. „ 
Many endeavour to flie from temptations, and 
fall more grievouſſy into them; for by flight alone 
we cannot overcome; but patience, and a per- 
fect humility, make us too — for all our ene- 
mies. | 188 Fm 
When the evil is not torn out by the root, it 
is no more than outwardly avoided; and then a 
man profits but little, and is the ſooner follow'd 
with freſh temptations, and feels them worſe than 
he did before. By. patience, and an humble ex- 
pectation of ſuccour from God, by little and little, 
Fou will overcome temptations with leſs diffiaul- 
ty, than by violence, anxiety, or relying on ypur 
.own firength. _ | 
Lake | <= advice in teniptations ; but be 
not ſevere to him that is under them; but en- 
* deayour to comfort him, as you would be com- 
forted in his caſe. | an 
_ In the inconſtancy of the ſoul, and the want 
of confidence in God, are the beginnings of 
pour temptations to evil; for as a ſhip with- 
. Hut a pilot is toſſed to and fro upon the wayes, 
To the man that falls back and breaks his reſolution, 
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= | is tolled by many temptations. {= i 
As fire proves iron, temptations prove the juſt 
man; for we ſeldom know what we can do, but 
= temptations ſhow us what we are. We muſt watch 
with the greateſt diligence in the beginning of a 
temptation; for the enemy is overcome with more 
eaſe, by Reni his entry into the ſoul, and 
repelling him as 3 as he knocks at the gate, 
as was obſerved by one of che Ancients, Tate 1 
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Book of Jesus Cinter. op 


d phyſet, faid he, in the beginning, for medicine comes 
„e too late, whin the diſeaſe is ' grown inveterate. 
| A temptation has its degrees; at firſt it is no 
more than a ſingle thought, to which a ſtrong ima- 
gination follows ; then it comes to be a pleaſure, 


after that it ends in conſent. By theſe degrees 
the enemy gets into the heart, and ſs par les 
himſelf of the whole, becauſe he is not reſiſted in 
the beginning of the temptation; for the more 
the ſoul ſlec ps, and delays the reſiſtance the ſhould 
make to a temptation, the weaker ſhe grows, and 


Some are under their ſtrongeèſt temptations in 


ſafety and good of his elect, temptations are never 


ant ſo violent in ſome as they are in others. We 


of | ſhould not deſpair when temptations beſet us, but 
ith- be ſo much the more feryent in our- prayers te 


ves, | God for his affiſftance in the trial, and his com- 


on, | fort in our afffictions; and, as St. Paul expreſſes it, 


f That be would: Wiz h the temptation alſo Mare a way 
juſt 72 eſcape, that We may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 
but] . 13 | | 


atch In all our temptations and afflictions, let us then 


of al humble ourfelves under the Hand of God, forhe 
nore | wall exa/t the humble, and ſave. them that de a 
1 l AI e 11 ; 


and] meek and contrite ſpirit... t. 4 
gate, By temptations and afflictions, a man's progreſs” 
Take] in piety is proy'd; and they make for Him fill 
phy] Sreater reward, if chey are born well, and his 
FE _ _—_— 


* 


which is follow'd by an irregular motion; and 


the ſtrength of her enemy increaſes in proportion. 


the beginning of their converſion to God; others 
at the latter end; and with ſome they are vio- 
lent, almoſt through the whole time of their lives. 
be But, according to the admirable order of the wi 
en- | dom and juſtice of God, who weighs the merits 
m- | and conditions of men, and regulates all for the 
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glory may be the greater. 


© we might be Ioft thro? the want of that 
which makes us acceptable to God. 
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i Of the Imrranam + . Book 1. 
graces ſhine in the greater luſtre. There is no 
great matter in a man's being devout, and fer- 


vent when he has nothing to trouble him; but 


if we can ſuffer with patience and reſignation, and 
continue ſteddy in the love and ſervice of God, 
when he afflicts and ſends bitterneſs into our ſouls, 
this argues a noble diſpoſition, and promiſes an ex- 
traordinary perfection. Some perſons have come 


off with ſafety and honour in very ſharp and try- 


ing inſtances, and yet are worſted in common and 


trivial ones. And this caſe is capable of a very 
good improvement: For thus, no doubt, God gives 
men warning, that they ſheuld not preſume; up- 
on their own ſtrength, but bambly take ſanc- 
tuary in him, in matters of difficulty; N 
the experience of that weakneſs, and frailty, whic 


Bath yielded to ſlighter and leſs violent tempta- 
tons... © © | | | 9 
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"JF OLinezss of life puts not an end to temp- 
tations, for it is by them that men are made 


© Holy ; but it ſtrengthens us againſt chem; and 


they are offer'd that we may overcome, that our 


* 


By feeing our danger in temptations, we ſee the 
neceſfity for ſupport under them, and by our own 


-.weaknels, in the exerciſe they give us, we. ſee the 
Ry for help from another hand, which. is no 


other than the Hand of God, which alone is able 
to ſupport us; and as this humbles us to the 
Hand that can help us, if we had not temptations, 

Humility 
i | 51 85 37 
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Book J. of Jxsus EH RIS Tr. 33 
In temptations; che beauty of providence ſhows * 
it ſelf; for that providence by which we have the 
fruits of the earth foꝶ theſe bodies Which proceeded * . 
from her, tries the u hy the body, in the uſe 
that we make of then rong 
Temptations are painful, but they are not to be 
regretted for che pains that are in them, becauſe. of 
the profits they may produce; for the ane will be 
eternal, when the other can be but for a time. 
The moſt holy are not to ſollicite them, through 
fear of failure in that ſtrength by which they are to 
overcome; for no man ſhould invite the enemy he 
is not ſure of ſtrength enough to give battle to. But 
when temptations come upon us, they are to be rex 
ceiv'd as friends in the intention of God; becauſe: it 
is by them that we are to have the crown of 'viftos 
ry: and as enemies in the intention. of the tempter, 
becauſe it is by them that he would deſtroy us. 
Avoid them, if you can, for fear of an overs © 
throw; but if that cannot be, receive them man- 
fully, contend againſt 'em; confide in the ſtrength. 
of that arm by which you are to overcome; A 
lift up your foul in prayer; that it may not foffats 
you in the day of your diſtreſs. f W 
While, there are any unmortified affections in 
the ſoul, we ſhall have temptations that Wilf be 
proportion d to them; for our temptations receive 
their 9 8 from the ſtrength of choſs affect 
tions, the ſtronger affection always bringing on the 
2 67 temptation; and the ſtronger the affecting 
is, the weaker the ſoul will be in her ſtruggle | 
againſt the temptation it produce. 
This occafion'd the voluntary penances, and pi 
dus exerciſes, which the holy men of earlier age“ 
enter'd into; for they knew they muſt overcome: 
chemſel yes, to overcome their temptations. Burp 
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9 Imitation” Book I. 
tho? thoſe affections were wonderfully reduc'd in 
them, they were obliged to a continual exerciſe, 
that they might not reviveapain, and render all 
their paſt endeavours tranthels. And, under their 
great auſterities, and that perpetual watch they 
had upon themſelves, they ſtill found within 'em 
matter enough for temptations, to work upon. And, 
as the affections, that ſtill remained in the ſoul, 
—_ were ſtill bringing her to her trial, as they could 
dot fly from themſelves, they found they could not 
diy from their temptatioss. 
As it is not the change of place or condition, 
but a change in our affections that makes a change 
in gur temptations, mortify the one if you would 
weaken the other; and if it does not remove em, 
it will make them too feeble to prevail. 
Reſiſt a temptation in its beginning, for it is in 
the delay that we are loſt; truſt not to your own 


krength, but. fly to heaven for ſuccour; and from 
thence you will be ſupported. * JUQ 7 WOap 
—— 8 — 
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Fl Judge your own actions; but refer the" aftiens 


4 / others, to the Fudęment , God. 
_ TURN: your eyes inward upon your ſelf, and 


wen. In judging of others, a man labours in vain 
often miſtakes, and ſoon falls into real faults; hu 


$ — 


be that makes it his buſineſs, to examine and judge 
—_ himſelf, his labour is always profitable. 7 
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Ihe judgment we make of things, are moſt com 
monly accoxding to the inclinations of our ow 
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de cautious how you judge the deeds of otherſ} :: 
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in heart and the private love we have for ourſelves, 

ſe, deprives us of the liberty of judging by the truth. 

al 1 ft all our intentions and deſires were turned pure- 

eir ly to God, we ſhould not be fo ſoon troubled by 

ey the oppoſitions we meet with in gratifying our de- 

em ſires; but ſtill we are borne away with ſome ſecret 

nd, affection, which inwardly conſtrains us, or ſome 

zl, object by which we are outwardly inclin! cd 

uld Many ſeek themſelves in what they do, but in ſo 

not ſeeret a manner that they do not perceive it. They 
ſeem to be in peace while things go as they defirez 4 

on, but are filled with grief and diſturbances upon the - 

nge Il firſt contradiction. | n JO 

auld MW It is the great diverſity of opinions that makes 

em, W differences between religious and devout perſons v5 
and between friends, country-men, and ſuch as ace 

s in of the fame family. 00 2-2 2406}, 04:90 4 

own We do not eaſily ſuffer ourſelves to be: led hx 

rom || others, farther than we our ſelves can ſee; nor d 

ve part with old habits, but with great diffieulty? * 


I If you depend upon your own reaſon, or endea- 
—- | vours, rather than upon that power which would 

I ͤ bring you under the obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, t: 
will be lang before you will be illuminated by hs 
divine light; for God wills that we ſhould be in per- 
fect ſubjection to him, and raiſed above human rea- 
ſonings by an ardent affection. 2 
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As the deſire to be thought well of, is the tt > 
nent cauſe of our ſpeaking ill of others; a 
thinking too well of himſelf is the cauſe of: his 
judging another, For who thinks of himlielt - 
as he ought, Tees his own n&eſlity for mercy, and - 
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wilt never make himſelf the Jadge or e | 
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1 Vibe Initation Book I, 
| for fear of bringing him to a ſeverer judgment. v 
For, finding himſelf before a judge, who, has more it 
-againſt, him than he can have againſt a brother, Ih 
he perceives he is ſigning to his own condemna+ Ha. 
tion. r 1 
He that divides his on actions, that he may Ide 
think ſeparately of the different circumſtances that g 
will be in each of them, and judges of them as Hir 
they deſerve by the rule of truth, will find enough 
againſt himſelf to forbid the cenſure he would Bw 
paſs upon another. COTE, N 
Think of your ſelf as you deſerve, and not as I: 
you defire; let the charity you deſire be ſhown Hin 
to the frailties of a brother, who has his deſires as Mi: 
- well as you, and judge your own actions to ſoften Wie 
the eng God is to paſs upon them. 
He th 


at judges his own conduct will reform it, by 
perfecting the good that may be in it, and correct: Fu 


” ang the bad; but in judging others, a man is mul: Inc 


tiplying his own deformities, © _. 
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Tie tbe love of God be ſpeun in all 
e a eie, NG. 71 

your actions. . 


IEVER do an ill ching upon any account, 
nor in love to any one whatſoever; but if 
you lometimes intermit a good work for the be- 


1 


of a brother, by changing it into a better, 
the: * you, were doing is not deſtroy'd, but 


Khanged to your adyantage. NT Un 
Our exterior works, are of no uſe to us withs 


ea w»_ Fry! 120 1 4 3.4 1 &7 4 
out charity 5 but all thar is done by charity is 
nnen ihn denen 
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this world are fill'd with wont. a 


Book I. 
very valuable, how little and contemptible ſoever 
it may appear to us; for as God conſiders. not 
how — we do, but how much we love, in his 
account we do much When we love much. We 
do a great deal, when that which we do is well 
done; and a man does well when he ſeeks the 
good of the community, rather than the gratify- 
ing his own will. 1 1 ol 6 
We often think ourſelves actuated by charity, 
when it is nothing but the fleſh that moves us; 
for the inclination of our nature, the deſire of 
having our own will, and the hope of gainz ſlide 
in, and ſoon mix with every action; but he that 
has a true and perfect charity, never ſeeks him- 
ſelf, but deſires only that God may have the 
glory of all that he does. g 
H: envies no man, becauſe he has no pleaſure 
in any good that is peculiar to himſelf; he would 
not rejoice in himſelf, but in God alone, for he 
deſires above all things to be made happy in 
him. | | e | 
He imputes no good to any creature, but at- 
tributes all to God, from whom all good things 


4 


proceed, as from their fountain, and in whom all. 
the ſaints have reſt, as in their ſupreme felicieyz 
ind he that has but one ſpark of true charityß ß 


il undoubtedly perceive that all the things of - 

Charity looks upon, God as che ſole beginning 
and end 80 all N the ſource from we a. = 
lows, and the immenſe. ocean in which it wy 
lowed up; the Perſon from whom all the ſaints. 
dexiye their righteouſneſs, ; and in the fruition: of 
hom the reward of their righteouſneſs conſiſts; + 
ind therefore the man poſſeſsd of this principle, 
ets no undue value upon himſelf, Peine he 
2 | V - takes 
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takes no part of che merit or honour to himfelf ; 


16. Little need be ſaid, to ſhew, that one thus 


heaven and ſpiritual joys ; and fuffice to convince 


. the action Proves whether the affection the heart fe 


wich it in all that we do. 
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he is not profuſe in the commendation of others, 
but aſcribes the whole glory of every virtuous 
action to him, whoſe originally and in truth it 


diſpoſed, thus perfuaded of God, as the only,” the 
univerfab good, muſt have ſet his heart npon things 
above. For ſure the leaſt ſpark of his holy 22 
wilt ferve to | kindle in our breaſts the love of 


us that all here below is full of vanity, and by 
25 means an object worthy our affeftions. 
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A perleg loye for God forbidy-411/ manner er 
evil; and the good or the evil we do, will be 
in proportion to the love we have for him; for 


love gives the meaſure to all our actions; and, 


in every” thing, we do as we love. . 
It being by love that the heart conceiyes, "he 2 
tongue Wes and the reſt of the body is acted, 


has taken into it is ef God; for when we love 
God: above all chivgs, and low nothing but for} © 
him alone, a love for our brother will appear 


Under this diſpoſition, one man cannot envy the he 


” Happineſs of another; for one cannot deſire part 

of the go 

5 3 ſhould be ſharefs 1 in che good he is poll; e 
of. 

In 1 ſpirtt, little d 
before God, becauſe the worth of the thing wil 
be in proportion to the love we have for Him i 

* 5 it; * e "REDE the foun 


od another enjoys, but muſt deſire all If 


Veste men lte great 
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1 Book. of Jesv 5 CHRIST. 39 
it; WW tain of wiſdom, it makes a great deal of a little, 
rs, ¶ and reduces a great deal to nothing in the ſight 
ous of God. Therefore, let your love be great, and 
it che things that you do will be as that is; for - 


hus the things in themſelves are neither little nor, 
the ¶ great, but will be always what your love makes 
ngs © chem; but be not deceiy'd in the love you may 
fire I think you have for God; for if from de heart, 
of you don't covet the good of others as you do 
nce your own, the love you may think you have for 
by God, will be nothing but a love for your ſelf. 
(38 OF il 11 DOE olg scan ad DAR 266 
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Bear with the defects of others, ſince you 'your © 
ell have many to be borne with 


HE things a man cannot correct in himſelf _ 
| or others, he ought to bear with” patience; 
till it ſhall pleaſe God to order it otherwiſe 3 
for our remedy is in him only, It may be bet. 
ter that things ſhould be as they are, that your . 
tience may be tried; for without this virtue, our 
good works will be but of little value. Yet, uns 
the der thoſe impediments you are to pray t God te 


| {2.86 help you, and that you may bear them Tubmiſlive- 
bond ly, But at the ſame time that you ought to/bear, 


you are no leſs oblig'd to Pray againſt them; to 
drance to you in your chriſtian courſe; and to Im- 
plore the aſſiſtance of his. grace, for the batigg 


Jing thence may neyer ſhake your temiper, ot 
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Ibeg that the ill example of them may be no hin- 


them in ſuch 4 manner, that the provocationg H:. 
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8 _ you tol any ſinful, or ſo much as indecent, ex- 
%%% 
If a man refuſe to comply with good advice, 
or to reform upon admonitions and reproofs; you 
are not, after theſe offers of doing him ſervice have 

| been made and repeated, obliged to contend with 


bim any longer. is better to commit the whole 
affair to God, and endea vour to effect that by your 
prayers, which your diſcourſes could not do. Be- 
—— whoſe infinite wiſdom knows 
how to bring good out of evil, that his will may be 
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fevere laws for the humbling of others, bet We our 
ſelves would be under no manner of reſtraint; and 


this ſhows how ſeldom we weigh our neighbours in 
f 1G CL 


the fame balance with our ſelub'des. 
If all men were perfect, what ſflould we bave 
to fuffer for God from the hands of others?” But 
God has fo order'd things, that we may leart to 
bear the burthens of one another. For, no man is 
without defefts, no man without his burthen; ne 
man is felf-ſufficient ; and no man is wiſe enough 
for himſelf; therefore, we ſhould ſupport, com- 
fort, love, inſtruct, and give mutual advice to euch 
Adverſities ſhow how great, or bow little 4 
man's virtue is; for fuch occafions dot make us 
frail, but they ſhow how frail we are | 


Sx REAL EX FO NC 45 id n6t 
Ba 241 | I N 1 1:44 e 
CONSIDER your own defects, that you max 
ſee What others have to bear within you; and, 
leeing that firſt, in the deſire you will have for 
being borne with, you will bear with the infirmities 
of a brother. AD | 
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you cannot humble your ſelf to; for it is certain, 
hat you deſire to be as different to what vou find 

your ſelf, as men can be from that which you 
ould have them to be, and are in as great a diſ- 


proportion to your own deſires as other men are. 
la the deſire of reproving others, when you have 


o will to be reprov'd your ſelf, you will fee how” 


eldom it is that you treat your neighbours as you? "A 
kalte to be treated by chem; and this reflexin 
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You will ſee how unreaſonable it is to think of 
humbling other men to your own wiſhes, Which 


7 neſs, as he ſaw it, while it ſeem'd to be the weak- 


iv the Imitation Book I, 
may make you deteſt and correct your own beha- 
viour. 5. 41 Nac cite 
If they that brought the adulterous woman to 
our Lord had thought of their own defects when 
they accuſed her, they would have beſought his 


£8 mercy for her, rather than his judgment againſt 
ber. Or, if holy David had ſeen his own weak- 


neſs. of another man, the prophet would not have 
needed to tell him that it was his own, nor would 
it have undergone the cenſure he paſs'd upon it. x 
Love your ſelf leſs, and God more, and theſe . 
miſtakes will remove of themſelves; for the love 
you have for your neighbour, will be in proportion 
to the love you have tor your ſelf. 0 
That love a man may have for himſelf, cannot 
be true when it is not founded in God; but if it is 
theſe marks will be with it. He will have no love 
for his own body, but as it is the tenement of the 
ſoul; he will love his neighbour, as be loves him- 
ſelf; think of his frailties as he thinks of his own; 
bear with them as he deſires to be born with, and 
live in that charity with all men which he expects 


from them. fit 
— — — — — — 1 it, 
Rl Ar 
. Cnae. XVII. ae 
A religious life is founded in bumility, and the 
martification of the inward man. 


OU muſt learn to break your own will, and fo 
| overcome your ſelf in many things, it yo ot 
would live in peace and union with others. [vi 
It is no ſmall thing to live in a religious commuſ 13 
ty or any ſociety, without complaining, and it 

RES. | | Per 
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perſevere therein ſtedfaſtly to one's death. Bleſſed 
is he that li ves irrepro veably in it, and ends it hap- 


ily. ; 
. if you would perſevere, and improve in your 
de votion, live as a Pilgrim upon earth, and a 
ſtranger that is baniſh'd from his country. You 
muſt be content to be thought a fool in this world, 
for the love of Jeſus Chriſt, if you would live the 


life of a truly religious man. 


It is not the habit, and the tonſure, (by which 
Monaſticks are diftinguiſh'd from common men, 


change of manners, and an entire montification of 
the paſhons that make a man truly religious, 
He who in religion ſeeks not God purely, and 
the ſafety of his own ſoul, will find nothing but 
forrow and affliction in it; neither can he remain 
long in peace, who endeayours not to be the loweſt 
of all, and to make himſelf ſubmiſſive to all. For, 
you came to it to ſerve and obey, and not to rule 
and govern; to labour and to ſuffer, and not to 
waſt your time in idleneſs and diſcourſe. For, 
this ſort of life is ſuch a trial of men, as the 
fire is of gold: And none make good their poſt in 
it, but ſuch as are content to humble themſelves, 
and heartily and chearfully ſubmit to any thing, 
for God's fake, * Ch 


5 REF LEXI ON. 
You cannot walk humbly with your God, be⸗ 


fore you reſtrain your ſelf; nor live in peace with 
others, till you have humbled your ſelf. For, no 


| virtue is perfect without humility; nor can you - » 


have peace, but as it may be meaſured out to you 
by the perfection of your own ſauk; for, God for- 
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and which of themſelves profit but little but a | 
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3 — 77 the Faster = a7. 
bids it to thoſe. that labour not for perfection, and 
allows it not but in proportion to — care We e 
of our ſelves. 

Humhle your ſelf then before God, that y 
may be in peace with him, in peace with your Alf, 
and in peace with others, that you may ſa ave. Fn 
ſelf, and win them into the way to heaven. 

As outward ſigns of picty make not the pious 

man, you muſt be inwardly to God what you out- 
E wandly profeſs your ſelf to be before men; for he 
who ſees the heart, receives nothing but what he 
Face. theres | :-- 

Wat can break the peace of him, who alin 
defires to be the loweſt amongſt men, and defires 
nothing but what the world will neyer refuſe him ? 
For the loweſt place will be always free to him 
that would have it; and who can be happier than 

be who has all that he wiſhes ? 
e will have nothing to fear, nor any one to, 
flatter ; becauſe be will have nothing to ask, but 


What all men are ready to give, without dclays, 


croſſes, . or diſappointments of any kind 
In the loweſt place, he not in the way to be 
enivied, and js eated above the diſturbances that 
come from the malice, the avarice, the ambition, 
or the ill nature of men; ; for the humility. that. 
always reſides in it, when it is choſen, is his ſecu- 
Ty from the things that allow of no peace to the 


of mankind. 


You mutt be compaſſionate and tender to others 


| 3 for their ſervice, and ſevere to your ſelt. for Four 


own; for without theſe, you can neither ſave you 
felf, nor win them; and in this, there will be Ne 
difficulty but what it will be eaf with God, 0 


ſupport you under. For, God labsurs not as g ol 


UN he only Wille and all chings are done, and 
_ ville 
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Bool? / JESUS CHRIST. N 
ſuiting his will to our neceſſities, the things that 
ſeem to us impoſſible, he makes eaſy to thoſe that 
labour, to ſubdue themſel ves. $554 

In all things, molt truly humble your ſelf before 
God, and uſe. every opportunity that ſhall offer 
for the exercife and increaſe of your patience, un- 
der every thing that is to befal you by the divine 
appointment; and you will not want the afliftanos; 3 
by which the hardeſt things will be made eaſy 


to you. 


— 


„„ 2; 3 
to your Life. | Woe 


ONSIDER the lively examples of the holy JM 
Fathers, in whom religion and true perfe&tion, Ml 


44 
- 
_ 
ho P 


ſhined, and you will find what we do, to be little 
or nothing, our lives being as nothing when com 


Jeſus, Chriſt tery'd him in hunger and in thirſt, in 
old and nakedneſs, in labours and wearineſs, in 
atching and taſtings, in prayers and holy medita- 
ions, and in perſecutions and many reproaches. 
The Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confeſſors, Virgins and 
others, who faithfully follow'd 7eſus Chrift, endur- 
d many long and faithful afflictions, and hated! 
heir own lives in this. world, to poſſeſs them in 
eternity. How very auftere, how entirely morti- 
ied was the converſation of the ancient hermits in 
e deſarts? How. long, how ſharp the temptationg 
hey underwent? How fierce and frequent theix, 
onflicts with the enemy of ſouls? How .conſtant* i 
d fervent their prayers? Ho rigorous their ab 
144 CE Ra * * ſtinence, 4Y 
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itine cc, how uublemiſhed their chaſtity? How 
> eager their deſires, how indefatigable their endea- 
yours after higher degrees of perfection? How vi- 
E.gorous and gallant the war they waged againſt 
cbeir vices and rebellious appetites ? How pure and 
WZuncocrupt. all their intentions, how free from any 
mixture of worldly proſpects, and fincerely fixed 
upon God and his glory? The whole day they em- 
ployed in hard labour, the whole night in devo- 
tion; from which their very labours did not hinder 
them; for even theſe were conſecrated too, by the 
frequent intermingling of prayers and holy ejacula- 
tions. | 
All their time was uſefully employ'd; all the 
hours of their devotion ſeem'd ſhort ; and ſuch was 
the ſweetneſs of their contemplations, that they of- 
den forgot, even the neceſſities of the body. 
| * Their thoughts were ſo intent, their raptures ſo 
= entertaining, To raviſhingly ſweet, that they be- 
came almoſt all Spirit, and quite forgot their bo- 
dies, and the care neceſſary for ſupporting them in 
life. Riches, and honours, and greatneſs, and 
friends, and relations were now no longer their 
concern. How ſhould they? when even a part of 
their own perſons ceaſed to be ſo; and providing 
thoſe things, without which mortals cannot ſubſiſt, 
Was now grown a trouble, and to perſons ſo ab- 
- ſtrated from fleſh and ſenſe, pail and unſea- 
* ſonable interruption of better and much more im- 
portant buſineſs. | TE | 
— Tho? they were poor in the things of this world, 
they were rich in grace and virtue; and if all out- 
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OS - : 1 li 
Ward things were wanting to them, they were in- 


© wardly full of the comforts and gifts of heayen. 
Tho' they liv'd as ſtrangers upon earth, they were 
the deareſt friends of God; and tho” they paigd 
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Book I. © of IEsUSs CHRIST. "47 
for nothing in their own thoughts, and were deſpi- 
cable to this world, they were precious, and truly 
belov'd in the eyes of God. They liv'd in a fin- 
cere humility, a ſimple obedience, in patience and 
in charity, and improving every day in the ſpiri- 
teal life, and obtain'd great favour of God. 


Theſe are given as examples for the imitation ß 
all religious men, and ſhould move us more to the 
ſerving of God, than we ſhould be reſtrain'd or 
hinder'd by the examples of the much greater num- 
ber that are lukewarm, negligent, and remiſs in 
their religious duties. 4 4 


O how great was the fervour of thoſe religious 
men, who retired from the world into cloiſters and 
cells, which in the beginning of their 1«ftitution 
were places of great piety a virtue! How great 
was their devotion in prayer! How fervent was 
their zeal and induftry in the improvement of their 
virtue, and their exactitude in diſcipline! And their . 
obedience to the rule, and will of their ſuperiors, 
prevail'd in all things. Theſe marks of their vir= 
tue ſhow their ſanctity and perfection, and that 
they were truly holy; who fighting valiantly, and 
like reſolute ſoldiers of Feſus Chriſt trod the world 
under their feet. | E 


It is now reckoned an extraordinary thing, if 
a man lives inoffenſively, and has patience in the 


[painful ſtate he has taken upon him. O the cold- * 


neſs and negligence of our times, that we ſo ſoon. 


511 4, decline from the firſt fervour, inſomuch that life 


itſelf becomes burthenſome through our floth and 


OM Jindolence ! 


e in- 

ven. 

were | ou, u 

jals'd ſeen the examples of many religious people, by 
for] + 9 
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Would to God, the defire of proceeding in vir⸗ _— 
tue did not wholly ſleep in you, who have often 
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whom 780 = have made a great re 
in your courſe of piety. ſ 01 
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2 815 N CE ee reaches more than precdpt; 
© Tor your own inſtruction, regard the examples of 
the holy Fathers; and for the edification of others, 
let your example be as theirs was. 
Let your practice teach others to ſerve God, a8 
dhe pious behaviour of the Fathers may teach you; 
as the fathers now ſpeak to you, do yen ſpeak to 
others in that auſtere way, of living they bave 
taught you to enter into. "You can bave no peace 
With God but by making war upon your ſelf; nor 
gan you be greatly edifying to others, but l doing 
| 4 as you adviſe them to do. 
= f you would inſtruct men in their dove to God, 
n begin- to hate your ſelf, as the F. athers did ; a 
Four words Will have but little weight, if your frai 
= 1 are not conformable to dur di ctrine. 2:1 1 
"Think not of eaſe here, if you would have it 
\ hereafter; becauſe it is not for thoſe who expect it 
a the next lite to enjoy it in this; nor are the af; 
Sons and troubles of this life to be regretted, 
| if ou would be deliver'd from thoſe of che next. 
1 You can endure nothing i in this life but what will E 
be ſhort, will be no more felt, and very foqn for- 
Fan: and if it be well borne, it will deliver yo 
rom pains that are eternal, muft be always kek, 
And can never be forgotten. 
H you are not the better for che examples of chi ly 1 
holy — you muſt be abundantly the worle ;Þvay 
for dy Will be as witneſſes to the contempt J youfęiſe 
pot upon the uſe that may be made of em; and if 
Jou allow them not to benefit you in this life, art; 
OO OI | | WI 
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nt will appear againſt you, to your confuſion in the 


next. | 17 
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CAP. XIX. 
of Every day renew in your ſelf your defrres 


rs, for good things. ; Re 
a (JO HE life of a religious man ſhould abound 
u; withall virtues, that he may be ſuch with * 


in, as he appears to men to be qutwardly. And, 
ndeed, he ought to be more holy within than 


zVe 

ace Nhe outwardly appears to be; for God is the inſpec- 
nor ſor of the heart, he ſees all that is within us, and 
ing where-ever we are, the higheſt reverence is to be 


paid to him, that we may walk in purity, like ans 
od, Igels, in his ſight. | 4 1 
for We ſhould daily renew our firſt reſolutions, and 
our firaiſe a freſh fervour, as if this was the firſt day ok 
Pur converſion ; and ſhould ſay, Help me, O Lord 
e it God, in my preſent purpoſes, and in thy holy ſer-, ©: 
grit vice, that this day I may begin perfectly to ſerve 
- af: thee 3 for, what Is done to this hour, is as no- 
ted, thing. And according to our purpoſes Wwe ſhall 
ext. ucceed in our deyotion, if we fail not in the care 
will nd diligence that muſt be uſed by every one that 
for- (would have the benefit of them. For, if he who 
you forms the beſt purpoſes, is ſometimes weak in 
rg hem, what muſt become of him who is irreſolute, 
nnd forms none but what are unconſtant, and quick 
the ly broken? This weakneſs may come by difterent” *: 
wie Mays; but a ſmall omiſſion in our ſpiritual exers 
youfiſes ſeldom paſſes without ſome loss. 
ad if} Pious men depend upon God's grace, rather than 
theyſhe ir own wiſdom for the performance of what the 
will 6 | ho H 5 promiſe, 48 
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"of a man depends not upon himſelf, Jer. x. 29. 


if it be by floth, or negligence, that we forſake 1 
them, it will be an offence, by which we ſhall bel” 


thod, and particularly contend againſt thoſe thing) 


= Into the beſt order we can; becaufe both the cir 


= other, contribute greatly to our furtherance in piety 
Ik, you cannot recollect, and retire into yourſelf al 


ought to paſs the day, and examine your ſelf upot 


| bour. Arm like 4 ſoldier of Feſus Chri/t, and re O C 
ſolutely contend againſt the temptations of the de 
vil, curb the intemperance of your gluttonous ap 


Promiſe, and tho? they undertake, it is in him that 
they place all their truſt, knowing, that tho' man 
propoſes, it is God that diſpoſes, and that the way 


If we ſometimes omit our uſual exerciſes, either) 


for ſome att of piety, or the benefit of a brother, 
they may be renew'd again without difficulty; but 0 


Kin r ; 
In doing our beft, we may fail in many things 
but it will be good that we fix in ſome certain me- 


that are our greateſt of eres and with grea 
care we muſt examine all that paſſes inwardly and 
outwardly ; for the ſuccefs of our endeayours de. 
pends upon the regularity of both. The condition 
of our affairs without, and that of our own ſoul 
within, muſt be diligently confidered, and reduced 


cumſtances of the one, and the diſpoſitions of the 
or 
all the moments, do it ſometimes, and, at the'leaſt$*7 
once in the day, which may be in the morning 70 
or the evening. 7 e 


In the morning, fix thoſe purpoſes in which you Zh 


It] 
thi 
have done a great deal againſt God and your neighf**? 


them at night, in reſpect to your thoughts, words 
and actions in the day; for, in them, you. may 


” 


ore 
Dare 

tite 3 and you will be the better enabled to ove 
come all the inelinations of the fleſn. 
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Book I. of JesUs ChRIS᷑. 1 
Never be totally idle ; bur either read, write, 
pray, or meditate, or be doing ſomething for the 
benefit of others; but be prudent in the exerciſe of 
he body, for all things are not to be equally uſed: 
dy all men. Another 1 caution, which many 
good people ſtand in need of, is, That you ſhould 
jot be ſo zealouſly bent upon any private devo—- 
ions or duties, as for their ſakes to ſlight or diſuſe 
he publick ; for theſe. require at leaſt an equal de- 
gree of your eſteem, and care in the attendance of 
hem. But when you have diſcharged your duty 
n that point, and done all that your particular ſta- 
ion, or the commands of your ſuperiors, require 


a 7 


B 1 
me: 
ing; 
rea 
and 
de- 


tion 


ill do well to return into your own breaſt, and 
mploy the remainder of your time, as piety and 
1 purpoſes ſhall direct. And here again a 
Gullhrudent choice is needful; for all forts, even of re- 
ucedlgious entertainmenta, are not ſuited alike to our 

Ir Ipiritual advantage. For we are differently moved 
che y the difference in times, and our exerciſes ſhould 

ery fitted, ſome for religious feſtivals, and others 
F aher the days in ordinary; ſome for the times of 
leaſt 


ning 


hen we rejoice in Gd. F* 


pther, we ſhould make good our purpoſes, that we: 
nay be always in a readineſs to leave the world 


us Appare our ſelves, to live more eircumſpectly, la- 
WE chants and be more exact in our devotions, as if we 
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mptation, and others for the times of peace and 
quiet ; ſome for the times of affliction, and others 


o celebrate an endleſs feſtival in heaven! There- 
ore, in thoſe holy feaſts, we ſhould carefully pre# ñ̃ 


ere ſoon to receive of God the reward of our la- 
Ney Fade $33, 5 bus. 
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rom you; then is the proper ſeaſon, and then ou 


o ln great feſtivals, our pious exerciſes ſhould 'be* 7 
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52 . Off the Imitation Book I. WE 
hours. And, if the time of our receiving that re- ¶ t 


Ward is delay'd, believe you are not ſufficiently o 

prepared for it, and are ſtill unworthy of the great ¶ t. 

glory he will open to you in his own time, and en- g 

dea vour to be better prepared for your departure. it 

Let us endeavuur to do God ſtill better ſervice; 

but let us ſuſpect, that we have not ſerved him yet ir 

as we ought. For, if we had, he would not have c: 

put off our recompence to a farther day; and} fc 

probable it is, that he does dot tranſlate us to hea -v 

ven as yet, becauſe we are not fit for it. And let o 

us therefore double our care to qualify ourſelves p 

for that glory which in his own appointed time b 

hall not fail to be manifeſted in us. Come he te 

moſt aſſuredly will, and Bleſſed is that ſervant ubm y 
tis Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find watching. Veri- 

| by I ſay unto you, he will make him ruler over all his tt 


goods, and partaker of the joy of his Lord. le 
e 6.347 al 
REFLEXION. i - 
| yea 1 


MVPVMa N cannot ſee beyond the outward actions] ye 
of one another; but as God is the ſpectator, and et 
che judge of their heart, as you would fir you¹Fů 
actions for the conſtructions of men, fit the heart} be 
for the eyes of him that is always looking into it, m 
by thinking always of the purity that he expects] co 
—_—_ 0 en e 
Tho there is infinitely more due to God, thanj 
z due to all the world, or our own reputation inf} w. 
It'; yet if we would prepare our hearts for God le 
but with the ſame care and induſtry, as we prepareſ lu 
= our words and actions for the world, he would re · ab 
wceive it as a molt acceptable offering. 
Lord, what ſhould hinder us, but that we might po 
* be to thee as we are to one another! Or What is ſtr 
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53 
e- there in men, that they ſhould be more afraid of 
ly one another, than they are of thee! Or what is 
at there in this world, that our whole care ſhould be 
en- gs it, without a thought of him that made 
r "8 
e; To be ambitious of being thought all perfection 
yet in the eye of the world, when you are nothing but 
ve corruption in the eyes of God, is acting outwardly 
ind for the praiſes of men, to the negle& of your in- 
ea - ward man, by which you ſhould have the praiſes 8 
let of God. But, as the eye that beholds the heart is 

ure, the purity of that which it beholds ſhould MF 

your only care; for what will your appearance 

to the world be, if you are diſpleaſing to the eye 
you are treating with for eternity ? WE 

As the difference is between the penetration, and 
the purity of God and man, as far as you are able, 
let the difference be, between what you inwardly 
are to the eye of God, and what you outwardly 
ſeem to be to the eyes of men; for what you are in 
che eyes of men will be of no uſe to you; but what 
ons you inwardly are before God, is that which your 
and eternity depends upon. _ 
our The heart being capable of more good, than can 
earth} 'be expreſs'd by the outward action, take as much 
> it, | more into it than can be expreſs'd, as it 1s able to 
ets} contain; and God, who will always fee it, will 

I not fail in its reward. „ 
than] As our reſolutions, unleſs they are repeated, 

a inf] will fail, as other things do that are not pEated, 
God] let not a day paſs without a repetition of o- 

pareſ lution you have made, that you may be the eiter 
re · able to ſupport it, and your piety be under th ] 2 
ter ſecurity for being habitual. But, as your pu. 
poſes will be nothing, if you depend upon your ewn 
ſtrength for the performancę, your whole 2 3 
% 2 | | nCce = 
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dence muſt be in God; for you can form no reſolu- 


tion that will abide, if his grace does not come to 


its fupport, it being by him that all muſt be done; 
for he that did all in the beginning, will be the 
doer of all, till that which he begun ſhall come to 
an end. | | 

A fixed rule in life will be a great mean to the 
making it holy; for to perfect the mind, it muſt 
be habituated to order ; and by a daily enquiry in- 
to your own thoughts and actions, —— you haye 


to repent of, will be always in your ſight; and the 


things you are to account for before God, will not 
be forgotten to your confuſion in the account. 
As idleneſs will give the enemy an adyantage, 


de will be ſure to make uſe of it, and will N 8 
fſevere conflict for the regaining what you will be 


fare to loſe by it: Never be without a proper 
employment ; for in the hour that may be wanting, 
your ſoul may be loſt; but the e muit 

nghtly choſen, through fear of its turning to 
your greater misfortune. 


Religious feſtivals remember us of the pious and 
edifying lives of holy men, that, by imitating 


them, glory may be given to God for the helps to 
falvation that may be found in the examples of 


2 His ſervants. Therefore, let not one of them paſs 
bout help to you, in the way the ſervants. of 


4 
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God have gone before you. 
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' Love retirement, prayer, and filence. 


EEK always for a convenient time to retire * 
into your ſelf ; 6ften meditate upon the goods. 
nefs of God in all his works; and in your readings, 
avoid thofe that are curious, and chuſe ſuch as may ⁵⁵⁶ 
rather touch the heart than fill the mind for its em- 
ployment. | | £ V4 | 

If you forbear uſeleſs converſations, unneceſſary 
rambles, and hearkening after news and idle re- 
ports, and other frivolous waſtings of time, ou 
will have leiſure for meditation upon things that 
are good in themſelves. ieee 

The greateſt Saints avoided the ſociety of men, 
that they might ſerve God in ſecret; and it was 
with reaſon Sr one ſaid, He always came worſe 
from the company of men than he went into it:; 
and the truth of this frequently appears in long 
converſations. 51 „ {1044 708 
It is eaſier not to ſpeak, than not to ſay. mors 
than we ought when we are ſpeaking ; it is e- 
ſier to live in ſecret, than to be { ciently up- 
on our guard when we are abroad; and he that __— 
would proceed in the ſpiritual life, muſt - with x 
Jeſus 'retire from the multitude.” No man goes 
abroad with ſafety, but he who would gladly fray 
at home; no man is ſafe in ſpeaking, but he who 
would rather be ftlent. No man rules in ſafety; 
but he that defires to be in ſubjection. Nor does 
any one command in fafety, Who is not willing 
to obey. —A 03.50 2160 5/10 
„ho a man may ſeem ſecure in his joy, when 
his own conſcience has nothing againſt him; yet 
7: 5 | | 
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the joy of the ſaints was always full of the fear 
of God; nor were they the leſs careful, and 
© humble within themſelves, for being ſo eminent 
por the grace and virtue that ſhone. in them. 
But, the ſecurity of the wicked, and that fatis- 
faction they take in themſelves, ſpring from their 
pride and their preſumption, and deceive them in 
the end. Therefore, think not of a ſecurity in this 
life, tho? you ſeem to live devoutly in religion, or 
in ſanctity in the deſart; for thoſe whom men 
have eſteem'd the moſt 278 have fallen into the 
greateſt of all danger by their preſumption. 
Hence it is, that many have been the better 
for heing aſſaulted by temptations; nor, indeed, 
” 1s it ſafe for us to be without 'em, leaſt we ſhould 
& think our ſelves more ſafe than we are, and ſo 
oi into a falſe confidence, and too freely think 
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O bow good, and how pure a conſcience there 


05 


would be in the man that would never ſeek for 
tranſitory joys, nor entangle himſelf with the things 
> of this world, or give his time to them! O how 
gen: would the peace and the quiet of that man 
* be, who would * his whole confidence in God, 
think only upon things ſaving and divine, and pre- 
ſerve himſelf from every unprofitable care, and 
every anxiety for worldly things! Nay, could we 


and cares, and employ our thoughts upon ſach 
objefts only, as are weighty. and uſeful ; ſuch as 


= quict, how free from all reproach, would ſuch a 
= one's breaſt be to him 1 : 
No man is worthy of comfort from heaven, who 

has not been long "170 with a holy forrow for 
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but cut off all our fruitleſs and groundleſs fears 


promote the honour and ſervice of God, our own 
&-falvation, and the good of others; how eaſy and 


his 
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is fins, and exerciſing himfelt' in the works ot 
spentance. If you would have your heart to be 


ruly contrite, enter into your cloſer and ſhat out 
he tumults of the world, and, as it is written, 
ommune with your own heart, in your chamber, and 
ee Pf. iv. 4. ee? lg BBY 
ou will find the bleſſing of God in your eloſet, 
rhich by going abroad thou often loſeſt; the more 
ou are in it, the ſweeter it will be to you, and 
he leſs you are in it, the greater will be your dif- 
ke to it. If in the beginning of your converfion, - 
ou paſs much of your time in a ſecret retirement; 
will be to you afterwards as your deareſt 'compa+- 
jon, and the place where you will find your moſt 
leafant comforts. In the Aülneſs and ſilence of a 
dlitary life, the religious foul profiteth, and learn- 
th the hidden truths of Scripture. There the finds 
ivers of tears, in which ſhe may waſh and purif 
erſelf every night, that ſhe may be ſo much the 


ore familiar with her Creator, by how much th = 
reater diſtance ſhe keeps from the noiſe. and 
nults of this world; and there a man finds, that” 


rom his friends and acquaintance. 4.2 
It is better for a man to live in ſecret; and to 
ratch and obſerve himſelf, than to work - miracles 


nd neglect his own ſoul ; for the glory of a reli- 


od and his angels approach tim, as he retires 


ious. man is in his ſolitude,” where he deſires nei- 


er to ſee men, nor to be ſeen by them. 


Why do you defire to ſee that which is forbidden 


ou to enjoy? For the world rr away, and all | 


he deſires thereof. Our ſenſual affections would 


bing remains bur a burthen upon the conſcience,” 
nd an unſettled temper of miſqdme. 
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arry us abroad; but when the moment is paſt, no- © 
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I full 


or We often go abroad in chearſulneſs, but return 


S the Imitation Book. I. 
full of melancholly and diſguſt; and the joy of the 
evening makes a melancholly morning; thus. all 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, which flatter in the begin- 
ning, ſting and deſtroy in the end. 5180 
What can you ſee elſewhere, that you ſee not in 


2 


the place where you are? There you ſee the hea- 
vens and the earth, and all the elements; and what 
is chere more in all the reſt, ſince there is nothing 
but what is compoſed of them? Go where you will, 
= what can you ſee under the ſun that is to continue 
long? You may think of an entire ſatisfaction; but 
vou will never find it. | ir 0 8 84 of 

If you could ſee the whole world together at 

1 once, What would you ſee in it but a vain thing? 
Lift up your eyes then to beaven, to ſee God i 
the higheſt, and beg of Yam that he will parde 
our fins, and the negle& of your duty towards him 
ond the things Th are vain to vain men, and 
think not but of the things that are commanded 
God; ſhur thy door upon thee, and call un. 
to thee: Ze/us. your well-beloved;; "wy with: him 
in your cloſet, for you will no-where find a pęace 
like chat which you will find there. We 
If you had never gone out to hear of the thing 
of this world, it would be eaſier for you to have 
preſerved your on peace; but now from the plea 
ure you took in hearing novelties, it muſt» col 
Fou ſome uneaſineſs, ſome trouble, to cure your 


telf this evil. 
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Euszovs ſtudies may fill the mind with thing 
that will remove the dwelling of God from the 
heart of the ſtudent; ſor he will not reſide in the 
heart that is hot given wholly to him, but will re 
# | N | = tire 
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Toll Book l. of IE SUS CHRIST. 82 
all] tire as other things enter, till he has totally for- 
in- ſaken it. e ; | © 059 
| The leſs you converſe with men, the more you 
t in will converſe with God; for your converſation 
ea -· with God will increaſe as it declines with men, and 
hat as they retire from your thoughts, God enters, to 
ing make them his habitation ; and then it is, that you 
ill, give your ſelf to your ſelf, that you may be whol- 
aue 1 Wren to him. 2 e, 
The moſt holy men, in all times, always endea- 
vour'd to avoid the company of men, that they 
_ be in company with God in their ſolitudes, 
feeling ſtill that God was more or leſs preſent to ; 
them, as they were more or leſs preſent with men; 
and finding it eaſier to ſay nothing, than not to | 
exceed in what they had to ſay, they avoided men, 
to avoid the many uſeleſs words that are uſed in 


human converſations. | |; FLOP 
In withdrawing from the crowd, you enter into 
your ſelf, and avoiding that employment the world 
would give to your thoughts, you enjoy the trans 
quillity by which the heart may be prepared for the 
reſidence of GW. n 
As your retreat will impoſe a ſilence upon the 
gue, and guard the heart from the evils that 
will contend for a dwelling in it, your ſafety will 
be found in your obſcurity. Then it is, that you. 
—— from the heart, Which the world 
I had planted in it, and enter into it your ſelf,” that 
you may reſt there in the ſentiments of à holy 
4 row, and rejoice in that ſorrow, becauſe you. areas 8 
be ſaved by it, and that it is pleaſing to him , 
whom 2 are to be ſaved. Then you ſtrengthen 
n the filence and compoſure of -a quiet mind, A 
enter into the ſecrets of God that are contain'd in 
ire kis written word. 
| 1 12 = 
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e that would appear before God in, all. bis 
glory, endeavours to hide himſelf from this world, 
And to he in ſilence; that if there be a neceſſi- 
ty for. ſpeaking, he may ſpeak with diſcretion, 
And, would learn by his ſilence, that he may teach 
9 advantage; and he deſires to obey others, that 

be nay; know the better how to command him: 


: Ys SU 4 YZ 38! : * 4 $84 ; 
|» When you have taken your LORD inte your 
heart, confide' in nothing but the grace of bim 

that reigns there, who fitting as king, will pro: 

*® tect it from the evils that would poſſe s it, if you 
pere to conſide in any. thing elle, 

Af you were to feel that our, Lord was within 
Jou, four fear of offending him ſhould, not be 

the leis for that; ſor if the ſtrength that may 

give you, is depended upon as your owa, he 
will retire, and that ſtrength will depart with him; 
hut if you ſtill fear, it will prove that you love, 
and that will fix him in the beart, as its protec- 
tox from the evils you are in fear o. 
Let not your eden diſpirit you, for the 
exerciſe they will give, may drive you from the 
world, that you may retire into your ſelf, as into 
g ſtrong fort for your defence; but even then, 
think not of being without, them, there being no 
engloſure but what they break through. But, this 
will. be your Happineſs, that then your conver- 
Jation will be with God, in Which vou will give 
Jour, ſelf to him, and that will make him all to 
anz; for his ſuccour is never refuſed to his own, 


nor to thoſe that endeavour to be his. If he wills 


chat his ſervants. ſhould be exerciſed, it is not his 
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F you would make 17 progreſa in virtue ad 
grace, keep your felt in the fear of God. Keep 
your ſenſes under diſei pline, to prevent the libers 
pro: ties they incline to; and preſerve your ſelf from 
' youſ the folly apes xt noo, . 8010 
Endea vour to raiſe in the heart a true and a pious 
ſorrow for your fins, and it will increaſe your devo- 
tion; for a true compunction brings many advan- 
tages, that are ſoon deſtroy*d by a diſſolute way:zof ⁶ 
— conſiders the evils of life? and the many 
dangers his ſoul is e poſed to, how can he have one - : 
moment's.perfe& joy in himſelf? By the levity of 
the mind, and a negligent concern in the correctingg 
our diſorders, we are unmindful of the condition 
of the ſoul, and frequently laugh when we have juſt” 
cauſe to be in tears. 0 ö e 
. There is no true liberty, nor ſolid joy, but that = 
which may be felt in the fear of God, and the quiss 
of a good conſcience; and he is happy, who avoids. 
all the impediments to its peace; and brings his 
whole heart to the union of a holy compunction. 
As he is happy who can abandon all that can ftain 


or . burthen his conſcience; reſolutely reſiſt, "for 
good habits will ſubdue the had; and if you leave 
others to the management of their own affairs, they 
will not hinder you in yours. Meddle not with 7 
other mens buſinefs, nor involve your ſelf in th 


A M affairs of great men; think firſt of your ſelf, a 
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inſtruct your ſelf before you think of —_— 
others, or even thoſe that are the deareft to you. 
If you have not the favour of men, be in no con- 
cern about it, but make your own irregularities 
your only forrow ; and g grieve you have n6t been 
watchful over your own actions, as becomes a reli- 
ious man, and a ſervant of God. 
Fe is often better, and more ſafe for a man, that 
is conſolations an this life are not many, and par- 
tiaularly in the things that are pleaſing to the fleſh, w 
gulf we never, or but ſeldom feel the divine com- ¶ fo 
. the fault is our own; for it is, becauſe. we ne 
don't, entirely forſake the vain comforts we expect I {li 
from the — this world, nor endea vour in the 
FS: of che heart, to raiſe a E ſorrow for our in 
S! „ lol »$ CO 42 (OTE 00% JIR.T ;f13 th 
Acknowledge e your own onworthineſs of the an 
. confolations of God, and the juſtice of your afflir- I im 
tions and if you are bleſsd wirh a perfect contri- || ou 
Tdion, the world that you ſollicite will en an! 
_ 2nſupportable/grievance to qu. ir 
| 4 AA good man always finds Tulßeient cauſe fort tears || do 
= ud 2 pious affliction; for, whether he confiders his || co 
. 7 own condition, or chat of his neighbour';© he ac- | fut 
* kndwledpes there is no living here without afflic- I thy 
| ” tion; avd'the farther he enters in the CAN it. 
| of. himſelf; the more he is:aflicted; 05 007 We 
be ſins, and the vices, we are ſo ſadly inedlved ra 
3 0 that we can hut ſeldom taiſe the mind to the] ſe] 
| edntemplation!iof heavenly things, are che jult-cau- | ral 
ſes of ſorrow and inward compunction. lof 
j Thus, by being engaged upon-trifling 440 bůpro : wi 
fable thoughts; we are diverted from weigbty and wc 
wetul ſubjects ; and if we would but turn the bent | hi; 
of our thoughts another way; we ſhould ſoon find | re, 
the happy. dellerdvof 2 it. * us but ouſly _ 11. 
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Book I. ＋πIRSsUS CHRIST. 
that we certainly muſt die, as often as we think how 
long it is likely we may live, we ſhall be more 
zealous and diligent to amend our lives, and pro- 
vide for that important change. And did we but 
ſet before our minds a lively repreſentation of thoſe 
dreadful torments which are reſerved for the dam- 
ned in hell, it were impoſſible, one would think, to 
ſhrink back as we do, from the auſterities and mor- 
tifications,of a religious life; or to imagine any la- 
boux and pain which we may ſuffer in the mean 
while, a hardſhip not moſt; willingly! to be choſen; 
for the preventing ſo dreadful a condemnation. But 
now, becauſe theſe things are but ſeldom and very 
ſlightly thought upon, and we, willing to indulge 
our pwn 'eaſe, much rather ſubmit to the ſoothing 
impreſſions of preſent deceitſul pleaſures, than to 
thoſe harſh and cutting ones of future miſery and 
anguiſh; we ſtill: go on in the ſame coldnaly and 
indifference, and indulge our ſloth at the expence df 
eu virtue: HG ot 9001121 hong wore? 
I grant indeed, that ſome religious feverities are 
irkſome and painful to the fleſn. But the fauld 
does not always lie there; for the body ſometimes 
complains * droops, not ſo much from its own” 
fuffering, as from the meanneſs and cowardice of 
the ol which 00 bt to encourage and ſupperrg 
it. Beg therefore of God moſt earneſtly, that he 
would kindle in your heart a true chriſtian c 
rage and fervent zeal. Pare to entertain your 
ſelf upon the moſt ungratetul, when they are profi- 


o 


7 4 


table and neceſſary ſubjects. Prefer the mournings 
| of a pious penitent before all the vain jollity of a 
wicked and unthinking world; and pray that Gd 


would do to thee what the Pſalmiſt ays he does g l 
his o] people, even feed thee with the Bread 
Fear Ss, and give thee Plenteonſneſs: of: feats d 2 ; 
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94 © wan 40 but forloully b TIL 
tint concerns he is charged with, and for what ends 
and purpoſes he was ſent into this world, and con- 

tinned ſuch a number of years in it, furely he muſt 
think that it deſerves now and then a few moments a 
cConſideration, whether he has faithfully executed 
* His commiſſion; whether he has p the ta- 
lents he has been entruſted with; and whether he 
ſhall be able, when called upon, to render a juſt 

Aud. faithful account to his ſovereign Lord and 

. Maſter, who will, one day, exact it of him. 
> 2 Whoever” thus retires into himſelf, will ſoon 

I ſeenunberleſs deficiencies, many notorious breaches 

bf chat truſt which was repoſed in him, and his 
= own utter inability to make any tolerable: ſa- 
een for che guilt he has thereby . contrafted. 
Sorrow and repentance is, all the recompence he 
can make; and this he will ſincerely render when 
de Comes to a thorough ſenſe of his offences; and 
-facely he can bave but a ſmall taſte for the com- 
44 of this life, ſo long as he apprehends' him- 
. under the diſpleaſure of a guſt and an- 

who is of purer eyes than to behold 
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"| S$ERABLE. Bibi art, 0 man, 2 | 
ſoever thou art; miſerable thou eaſt be 
Wich Way ſoever thou turneſt * ſelf 'Belet * 
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Book, J ISsUuS CER IST. 63 
all fides with remedileſs miſeries, without any poſ- 
ſibility of eſcape by human means; and only to be 
ayoided by taking ſanctuary in God. Why chen 
art thou Ears. at croſſes and diſappointments, 
ſince. theſe are the certain lot of all 1 Not 
only you and I, but the greateſt, the beſt men 
drink of the bitter cup :, And no man ever lived in 
lunioterrupted. happineſs >» Nous ever Tucceeded in 
all his wiſhes and attempts; None ever was ex- 
>mpted from calamities, or abſolutely free from 
exation of ſpirit. Since therefore it is the will of 
God, that all muſt ſuffer and be miſerable, are all 
qually ſo? No; there are different conditions ane 
degrees. of ſuffering; and his is certainly the belt 
00 moſt comfortable, who is called, and willing 
o ſuffer for the ſake of God and a good conſcience. 
Men, who know not better, commonly envy and 
admire the rich, the great, the honourable; and 
magine that princes and, perſons of plentiful. for- 
une are compleatly happy. But this proceeds _ 
rom great weakneſs and inexperience... If therefore 
e would rectify ſuch miſtaken apprehenſions, let 
s get a right notion of ſpiritual and heavenlx 
advantages. Theſe will convince us, of what little 
alue all earthly enjoyments ſhould be in Gurt 
lteem : How very little, how mere a nothing the; 
ire; how hard and hazardous to be attained 3; how © 
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- Pncertain che preſervation of them; and how full ef 
frouble and anxious care, even while we have theme 

And who. would be eagerly fond of that Which 
an neither be got, nor loſt, no, nor even kept? 


vithout fear and ſorrow, and perpetual. ſolieitade? 
erely chen the felicity of manidoes not , in the. 
rer Nbundance of things which he paſſeſſet N Sls, 1 . 
be Lis ſenſeleſs, and abſurd; to think it can. And if . 
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5 150 creatures are ſatisfied in ſp 
5 7 toil and trouble; and, Kok 
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whether we have little or much, miſerable we muſt 
be. The very living here upon earth, without any 
= other calamicy, would make us inevitably wretch: 


God, the leſs will his reliſh of life be; becauſe be 
ture. For, what is this vieiſſitude, this daily round 
of eating and drinking, fleeping and Walking 
wWearineſs and reſt, and the many other neceſſitie 
which the condition of mortality enſlayes us to 

- affliftion to men whoſe minds are wholly fixed up 


It is to get above fin and infirmity. 


Juſtice, if we pps 
e 


expoſes them to it; and cannot think of parting 
wich it at any rate, even when in ſuch unco 
Fortable circumſtances, that all their time and can 


2 - - EE . ˙ re 


e e 
large, can exempt us from miſery; rk then can. 


not a competent meaſure of them ſatisfy us? Fot, 


ed. The more a man deſires and labours to be lik 


: 
G " 


is ſo much more ſenfible, more thronghly con- 
vinced of the frailty and corruption of human na. 
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Undoubtedly it is a diſagreeable burthen, a heay) 


. 


on higher things, and whoſe only aim and ambition 
For the diſtreſſes and wants of the outward- mai 
W l hindrance and 3 to the ;:© 
z and, a 4 we ſhall do David no in 
even theſe included in tha 

petition, where he begs of God to deliver bim on 
of bjs troubles. But truly wretched are they whe 
are inſenſible of their wretchedneſs; and yer ſti 
more ſo are thoſe vain people, who are even it 
love with it; who dote upon this mortal life, hic 


a 
W 


is ſcarce 0 to furniſh them with praviſibn 
upport of it. And 9755 eſe infa p.: 
ending themſelveq 

and, t they but be ſul 
red to continue here for ever, could diſpenſe wit! 15 
any concern for God and goodneſs, and willingly 8 


© forego the hopes and everlaiting happineſs” ee 
4 ue. : | ah Ben | » 
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77 | heavenly kingdom. O fooliſh and flow of heart to 
underſtand and believe what is your true intereſt ;/ 
| How deep are. you. immerſed in fleſh/and ſenſe, 
how ſottiſhly deluded with droſs, and fond of vani- 
dies which profit not! Have you no notion left f 
id thing 2 ſenſual appetite? no regard for a fu- 
pere and ever enduring ſubſtance ? Raiſe your a- 
fections up to nobler enjoyments, and diſengage 
them from thoſe groſs, thoſe vain empty objects 
| which, if you ſtill perſiſt in the love and purſuit 
of, you will one day be taught by ſad experience; 
how, poor and deſpicable they really are, and ho W-, 
unworthy of all that eager concern you have un- 
| warily beſtow'd upon them. Be perſuaded then by 
reaſon and religion, and do not provoke God to 
convince, you by his vengeance and too late re 
| morſe, of how fatal conſequence the love of this 
world is to all that are immoderately fond of it. 
Confider well thoſe illuſtrious patterns of mortiſica 
J tion and heavenly-mindedneſs, which the primitive? 
ſaints and favourites of Chriſt have ſet you. Theſe 
great and good men had very little regard to th 
pleaſures of ſenſe, and the ſhining gayeties of this 
world, but kept their eyes fixed and their hearts in 
tent upon eternal joys: thofe were their hope, their 
delight, the earneſt and only longing of their ſouls 
and thoſe the only objects of their defires; leſt if 
their affect ions were at all divided, the love of cho 
| things that are ſeen ſhoutd draw down their hearts 
8 apd earthly objects, and hinder them fem 
oaring up on high to che infinitely' more precidus 
W Are not ſeen. £9101 21 2190 io van 
is is a work of pains and time; but let not 
that conſideration drive you to deſpair of attain» +} 
ing an heavenly temper of mind. The whdertaks x 
ings indeed, is great, and che-time.alloved fois 
_—— e _ 
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”. tribulation ſhould be the way that leads to refreſh- 
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but ſhort; but ſtil lh this ſhore ſpace is ehoughb, if 
vou will but be careful to lay. it out to the beſt ad- ſo 
antage. Up:then, and be doing do not make 10 
Food reſolutions to day, and put off the execution th 
of them to another time, but rather argue your di 
ſelf into action by ſuch reflexions as theſe. This ar 
very inſtant is the proper time, this the ſeaſon of ja 
amendment, and fighting the good fight. It is by ar 
afflictions and hardſhips, that men recommend} fr. 
themſelves to the acceptance and favour of God 
He hath ordained that fire and water, diſtreſs and] g. 


* 8 


ment and true bliſs. Without doing ſome violence 
to thy felt; fin cannot be: brought under, nor evil A 
 euſtoms/broken. + Uneaſineſs and pain afe our con- 
ſtant companions While we live; and, while we] 
Carry this body of fleſh about us, theſe will. make 05 
an inſeparablèe part of: the burthen. is true wel fn 
long for eaſe and untroubled ſatisfaction; but, as] MV 
the condition of mankind ſtands at preſent, we long {4 
in vain. For, when we firſt loſt our innocence, 
we loſt our happineſs too; and as both left us, fol} w 
both muſt be reſtored together. Patience is now] 1; 
become a neceffary virtue, and we muſt be content n- 
to wait the ſeaſon of Godꝭꝭ mercy; When hesſhallf fa 
ful ly repair our breaches, heal our raps; h: 


an end to our unrighteouſneſs, (pardon! our ns, [| ru 


blot out che remembrance of them, and cauſe mor- 
tality to be ſwallowed up: of life. 


o 
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In the mean while, it muſt bela mortifying cd 
fiderarignzitoithink how exceeding prone This frail 
nature of ours is to fin. T day you confeſs your 
fins to God, and to morrow you àct thoſe very ſins] - 
over again, whieh you lamented but the day be. 
fore. Now you reſolve to be watchful, and takeſ  * 
good heed to all yo He; and immediately o 
9 | 2 ; ru 
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ſolutions, and ſtand more ſelf- condemned chan f 


you. had ne ver reſolved at all, S0, great, reaſon is 
there for thinking very meanly;,of our ſelves, and 
diſclaiming all Vain confidences in any thing we 
ak or do. Bur theſe ſo ſudden, and frequent re- 
lapſes are not our misfortunes, but our faults, They 
are indeed the conſequents of our frailty; but that 
fralty would not ſo much affect us, did we, not 
contribute to it by our own negligence and incon- 
ſtancy. And a ſmall neglect will ſoon undo what 
coſt us much time and labour in doing; nay, hat 
could not have been done even ſo neither, had not 


Almighty God ſeconded our endeavours with his 
divine aſſiſtance. 1 Sai! 


But if we cool fe very quickly, and cannot u,, 
one Baur, what will become of us at laſt, and hot, 
ſhall we perſevere in faithfulneſs unto the end 
Wretched are we indeed, if we faint, and grow 
weary, if we reſt ſatisfied in any attainments,,.as af - 
we were already ſafe and in abſolute peace; When 
we ha ve ſcarce begun the battle, and gained ht 
little ground in holineſs and reformation, of man 
ners. Alas! wWe are as yet but raw beginners; ſo 
far from compleat maſters in our buſineſs, that We 
baye ſtill need to learn and practiſe the very ft 
rules of living over again, before we cap be ſo per 
fect as we. wilt, and ought. to be. Nor can We 


think much of our labour, if we conſider that the 


more perfect we are, the more like we ſhall be co 


* * 


thar pattern which Chriſt has ſet u. 
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Ina man's life is the moſt. bappy, which is 
molt free from guilt; this will appear very evi- 
5 | | By dent, 
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” dent, if we do but feriouſſy contider the nature of 
thoſe things in which the men of this world plac 
% CE Crow 
The covetous man eſteems riches the chief good 
ef chis life; but did we know the hazards and giffi- 
 eulties, che indirect methods and unjuſtifiable ways 
by which they were heap'd together, the many heart 

relle hours which they occafion the 
owner to ſecure them ſafe in his own poſſeſſion, 
and with what regret, with what agonies of his 
fſoul he parts with them at laſt, we ſhould be fo 
far from 'wiſhing ourſelves in his ſtead, that we 
mould prefer our own condition, how poor and 
mean ſoever it might be. N cas 
Ambition is another ſhining ſummit to which the 


vwWorldling aſpires. O, ſays he, were I but inveſted 


wich power and authority, could I but command 
the reverence and ref of the F could 1 
Toll through the ſtreets in a gilded coach, with a 
- glittering equipage, and my name the ſubject of 
3 converfation, what a happineſs would this 

Alas! thou know'ſt not the cares, the troubles 
and vexations that are the conſtant companions. of 
the great. The crown is placed between the roſe 
and rhe thiſtle, a fit emblem of majeſty, which at 
the ſame time that it dazzles the eyes of the be- 
holder, feels in itſelf a ſufficient ballance for the 


4 glory and ſplendor with which it is ſurrounded. _ 


But, ſays the voluptuous man, ſurely it I enjoy 
my full range of ſenſuality, no body can deny but 
am happy, at leaſt in this life, Far from it; thy 
enjoyments are no better than thoſe of brute beaſts, 


_ irrational, inſipid, and beneath the dignity of hu- 


= man nature. And even while thou art taking thy 
Hill of the pleaſures of ſenſe, canſt thou Jaythat 


- 


thy conſcience never flies in thy face? Haſt thou 
9 | 1 1 TONE... 141d + LILIES 101 
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no inward, bo Tecret pangs in thy foul Tor the want. 


zee of thy body? Are hou re fore Ru 


ful of Hat may be the conſequence of thy ptefent 


* 


1 


licentious courſe of life Does not thy mind mii. 


give thee, chat this is not the road to heaven; if ; 
not, that it muſt neceſſarily lead to a worſe. place? 
Aud does not the thought of chis, at thy leifure- 8 


— 


moments, fill thy foul with horror? 
This is a ſhort view of the happineſs, which this 
world affords. But now turn hy eyes towards 
beaven, and there fee what great things God has 


* 


prepared for thoſe that loye fim. There thou wilt . 


ſee, by an eye of faith, God 'a ' reconciled Father, 
Chriſt thy merciful Redeemer,, the Holy Spirit thy 
everlaſting Comforter, angels and faints impatient- 
ly. Waiting to greet thee oñ thy arrival on that hap- 


py coaſt," and an immortal crown of glory ready. to - 


wreathe thy head, as the glorious reward for all thy | 


paſt hardſhips, afflictions and fufferings. , 


* 
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Where then is the compariſon between the pleas © 


rid 


ures of ſenſe, and the ſatisfaction that this 


can afford, and the infinite, immortal and eternal: 
rewards and enjqyments which the children of God 


ſhall moſt aſſuredly poſſeſs. in the heavenly ſtats? 
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and therefore it Highly cangerns/you to be up- 
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] IF E is of ſhort and uncertain continuance; 3 


dn the watch, and be very careful how you employ 4 


it, To day the man is vigorous, ang gay, A 
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flouriſhing, 
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en 8GOe Owns Wicher: 
"I ed and. ne. A very little time carries, him out 

= of our fight, and ttle Bt, of Hur x 
ee yery acle.mgre ont, of pur, re. 
= membrance. ..O_the_ hardaeſs of men's hearts). © 
the. wretched, ſtupidity! chat fixes. their whole 
= Choughts, an Bars HPP. th: reſent, apd Will not 
= bc 1 to look forward, or ae any regard 
= to. that which muſt certainly come hereafter. 
& Whereas really. every work, word, and en 
mould be ſo ordered, as if it were to he our laſt; 
* 2 | 4 Fs. 4 A. 4 * „ii f 1 
ee 
ale ester opr ſelves, morg' with the 
thoughts of death, we ſhould; be mych leſs afraid 
ie For, in proportion as our lives amend, our 
fears will abate, and a good conſcience, will enable 
us te mect death with undaunted courage. How: 
Ever Beſh and frailry may impoſe upon, us, yet, be 
-— allured, *tis greater wiſdom to be afraid of ſinning, 
= than to be atraid of dying; innocence, is a much 
= greater blefling, than length of days. And whence 
icht fear and anxiety ? It is becauſe we are not 


W - 8 for death. But if. you are got prepared 
. how do you propoſe to be ſo to morrow? 


Bs! tomorrow is uncertain ; neither you, nor I, 


yet to what purpoſe do we deſire to live, tho' it 
Pere much longer, when by longer living our 
ies are ſo little amended. Aſſurè your ſelf, long 
| Hife is far from being always a bleſſing. Too many 
(. God knows) are 7 far from increaſing in holi- 
nels, as they grow older, that the number of their 

ys only adds to the number of their fins, and ren- 
ers their account more heavy. hereafter. ,- - 
Happy is that mag who can make this comfortable 

eflerion, that he Fab employed any one day of his 
len 
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hoF any man can depend upon it. Or if we would, 
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have done. Many with great ſatisfaction reckon up 
the years ſince their converſion, and think it is a 
great thing that they have ſo long abandoned the 
world and a vicious courle. And yet, would they 
but compare the time they boaſt of with the im- 
provements they have made, how ſhamefully little 
is the good they have done? If dying now be ſo 
terrible, yet conſider that living longer may be 
> Aangerous; and many, many a man finds too great 
> occaſion to wiſh, that it had pleaſed God to take him 
away much ſooner. Happy therefore is he wha 
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© keeps the hour of death conſtantly in view; and 


d Efrom this proſpect of what ſooner or later muſt 
Ir come, is careful to reconcile himſelf to it, and to 
e put his ſoul into a proper diſpoſition for it, when 
Ir does come. | | 164 


E If you have at any time attended upon a deaths * 
bed, and ſeen another in his parting agonies; con 


h fider that this friend is gone the lame way Where 


e you mult ſhortly follow him. In the morning! 


imagine you may die before night; and WE l 


ni 

7? Bl another morning. Thus ſhall you be in a cons 
fant expectation, and in a good diſpoſition to die. 
„And be careful fo to live always, that death ma 


ics molt ſudden approach be ſudden and ſurprizing. 


ve fl: 
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She comes, do not too confidently. promiſetyour ® 


never overtake you unawares, or unprovided, nog 


in reſpect of you. Many are taken away in an 
ant, and die when they were not in the lea 
aware of it, for ix ſach an hour as we think-not, the 
don of Man cometh, Matth. xxiv. 44. Let not thas = 
preparation I am admoniſhing you of be neglected, 
s a melancholy. unpleaſant ching; ſuch 'as-embit= 
ers life, and damps your preſent ęnjoyment; % 

dis pf this be aſſured, that whatever ſatisfaction yew | 

y take now when chat laſt hour draws oh, you! -- 
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will have quite difterent ſentiments. of the matter. 


And the reflexions upon your paſt careleſneſs and 


negligence will be more bitter and afflicting then, 
than any the moſt ſollicitous forecaſt for dying well, 


can poſhbly be in the mean time. 


O how wiſe, how happy is that man, who makes 


tt his daily care and conſtant practice to be ſuch 


-while he lives, as he will defire to be found when 


He comes to die! We may cheriſh a good hope and 


great aſſurance of leaving the world to our comfort 


and infinite advantage, if, while we continue in it, 
we can be induced by any arguments to negle& 
and 37 2 it; if we be zealous to improve in vir- 


tue ; if we can readily ſubmit our ſelves: to diſci- 
Pline and mortification ; if we can comply with the 
painful exerciſe of repentance; if we be of an hum- 


ble aud obedient diſpoſition; content to deny our 
telves, and ready to undergo any bardſhip for 
Ebrilts ſake. But if theſe qualifications be neceſ- 


ry, as no doubt they are, they are neceſſary to be 
Autrained in health. For then a man is in a condi- 
tion to ſtride, and to exert himſelf; but when fick- 

nets. overtakes him, it is very uncertain. what he 


will be able to do, or whether any thing at all. 
Whatever the generality of the world may ima- 


ine, who put aff and delay their great work till 
improper ſeaſons; yet certain it is, that few, 


but very few, are reformed by a ſick- bed. And 
they who defer: their; repentance and amendment 


unt amended in. good earneſt. 


130 
relations, friends and acquaintance; nor cberiſh a 
thought ſa vain, as that their prayers hereafter can 
ufſect, hat vou never endeavqured to perform 
there. Theſe can do 
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Make: no: dependance upon the aſſiſtance of your 


-you- no! ſervice; but if the) 
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Book I. Irsus EnRis r. 
could, yet, when once gone, you will be forgotten 
much ſooner than you are aware of or willing to, 
believe. And why would you reſt upon their care, 
when you cannot be perſuaded to take any Ang of 
your ſelf ? Can it be imagined; that they ſhould be 
more concerned for your lalvation than you, [whoſe 
proper intereſt it is? Suppoſing then, that theſe 

could do you any good, yet e ven thus, much bet: | 
ter will it be that you ſhould do your o] bulinels 3 

better, in regard of the perſon; and better in 82 


gard of the time: For not is the ſeaſon of accep- 


tance, "now is the day of ſalvation- And therelore 
this moment is the ſitteſt for dur purpole 3 the 
ſooner you change, the better: Lire then while 
ou may; and begin from the preſent minute to 
ive 'fo, that you may live for ever For if yout- 
N 
1 


5 
h 
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neglect the happy opportunity now put into. 
hands, you will wiſh for it afterwards, het. | 
too late; and you may perhaps he reduced to ſuch 
a condition, that ane day, oneſhqur, for making > 
your peace with God may not · be obtaĩiged; , 
not when you would gladly give, were it at, your 
di Datz the whole world to purchaſe it. 
Conſider then, my friend and fellow-chriff ny 
conſider what:airifqne, what a hazard yo. ru 
your delays: Think; what miſery and danger, har 
confuſion and deſpair it is now in your po- ata. 7 
prevent, by living in ſuch a manper as beconmes- 
ons Who Knows he muſt die. And therefore 
ſpend every hour, that when your! laſt draws pg, 
you may embrace it with joy and hope, .inltead of 
fear and: aſtoniſhment. Learn u to- die.dailys 
to die to ſin and the world, tat you may ELON 
iſe all 


o live with. Chriſt. Learn no co deſp 


from the world, and at perfect liberty to leave alł 
. "+ ane 
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and follow Cbriſt. Now bring your body under 
by mortification and ſelf-denial, and you ſhall then 
Have great boldneſs in the day of tribulation. 
Does any perſuaſion of a longer life encourage 
Fou to delay putting this good advice in execution 
Ipeedily ? Nay, but conſider, fond man, how little 
du can promiſe your ſelf one poor ſingle day. 
Rob many inſtances! have you before your eyes, 
- br fteſh in your' memory, of perſons miſerably de- 
» I8Bef and dit appointed in this hope, and hurried 
Suit of che world without any warning at all? How 
e you been ſayprized with the news 
5 this friend Being run thib', another drowned 
I cröffing the water, a third breaking his neck by 
fall, andther' fallen down dead at table, or 
thoaked"4ith His meat, a. fifth ſeized with, an ap- 
n n ſtxch burnt im his bed, a ſeventh 
tm = 1 by thieves, 4 , ninth 
Arte With lightning, or blaſting, or peſtilende, a 
teich fwalloWedclup in an earthquake. Suech vaſt 
Mriety of deaths ſurround us, and ſo fleeting a 
Rfaclb wis the life of 2 mants l e nene 8 
And ſhould abyn of theſe bappen to be your 


— 


F 


Np who cab fate you,” when tbe ptecious op- 
2 kunft y is paſt and loſt? Up'then and be doing 
times; for, the“ you cannot. lo; much as gueſs at 
Shout and manner of your own death, yet it is 
Fur on power to he faſe, if you! will, and 
br fy provided againſt it. Day, bold then,of-the 


ef time, whilewyou! have it g, make haſte to 
ehr toward God and let religion and your own 
Kian be your chef, your only concern. Male 
87 ee ee v. who, when yo 
Fa vtreted E inta:: cert afting bab itut ions, 
ae. 135 hog 7 bat Lie 1 be; 
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1 Ky is fot" kre not certain but it may. Who shall 
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Behave your ſelf as a ſtranger and pilgrim up- 
on earth, and entangle not your thoughts. in mat- 
ters with which you ought not to concern your» 
ſelf. For ſojourners are not proprietors, and there- 
fore, ſuch ſhould keep their minds diſengaged and 
free, and nat ſettle. their affections upon things 
which they well know they cannot keep long: 
Raiſe your ſoul. to God, and let it not dwell 
here, where you have no continuing city, Hebr. xiii. 
14. But look up to that city, whoſe builder and 
maker is God, and ſend your prayers, and tears, 
and earneſt deſires before you thither ; that When 
God calls, you may be in a readineſs to follow in 
perſon; and make a happy exchange of this mi- 


v 


ſerable world for a better. 
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_TazsRE needs: no argument to 17 _ that 
| | ? * 179 2 | ei! 
death is the common lot of all mankind. Ihe 
vorld has exiſted near ſix thouſand- years; How 
many millions. have. been born in that time? 
| 10 0 It. as i 4 to 3 +: - A x F IJ 
all which innumerable multitude is there one now 


ag Sat, £30 Arty up his age to one, hundred 
"os 


and fifty, years? Wbat is become of them_all? 
Death: and the grave have ſWallowed them up j 
and. how ſew, how. very few, ſcarce one in . 5 
illion, have left their names upon record, to. 
ell us that ſuch- men ever lived? Are not we 
rayelling on in the ſame road of mortality as they, 
rayell'd ? And, can we expect that the end of > 
ur journey. will. not. be the ſame? Undoubtedly 
t will: and the grave will. be the common ann 
here we duft al. lodge, ; When. the night of. 
leath overtakes: us. 2 07 
; Since, then this is undeniably the caſe 3 ſince 
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every FT that now inhabits a bays mult one 
day "moſt aſſuredly be ſeparated from it, and take 
its No, in an Fernie ſtate, and be for ever 
happy or miſerable, according to its behaviour 
while in the body, does it not behove every man, 
every individual ſoul, to make the beſt prepara- 
tion in his power, to be ready for that awful 
moment, when either his well-grounded hope of 
eternal, happineſs will enable him to look death 
in the face with a pleaſing 3 or the 
terrors of a wounded conſcience, and the fearful 

prebenſions of an everlaſting ſtate of miſery, 
55 ht his ſoul with borrôrs, that will double all 
5 pains; and multiply the agonies of his laſt 
hour to an inexpreſſible degree. Then ſhall a 
man reap the comfort of a life fpent to a good 
purpoſe, however hardly it has far'd with him; 
for ;ewail bis folly for neglecting the only, op» 


orturiity he eve 135 or Will have, of making 
pers with "and of foviding for - Joh 
128 en of 790 retious'a 1 fol. 
e "x en 1: 
eh s the ood Wig S of "this world 00 a not 
| et | his | TP them 3 ho can 1 
8 75 "with pleaſy ME dhe the Rand in compe: 
ph "with, be Near of 63005 the {alvatir n o 
AG and the eternal reward which be ib we 
cel are l for him. He is peculiarly 
Tipps. in that he is not afraid of death, Vhic 
1 15, far ſfom Jooking upon as an enemy 


Eo he 55 ſteems ic "bis" beſt friend, ſince it alone 
n lead Him aur this vale” df fin. and miſery 


| $9. „Ei ve bim? an en rance into-thofe PE, that art 
nſpezkable and füll of ory... * = 
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Book I. r 
CA. XXIV. oy 
Of the laſt judgment, and the eternal puniſhment 
: — of ungodly men. » } { T 


T Hatſoever thou takeſft in hand, remember the 
end, and thou ſhalt never do amiſs, lays the 

wile fon of Syrach, Eccl. vii. 36. And this would 
certainly prove a molt uſeful inſtruction, if we 
by the end underſtand that laſt and great account, 
which will one day be required of all our actions. 


| For how powerful, how Rapp a reſtraint would 
e 


it be upon us, did we but ſeriouſſy reflect, and 
frequently ask ourſelves, how we ſhall be able to 
ſtand before that ſtrict and righteous judge, to 
whom all hearts are open, all defires known, and 
rom whom no ſecrets are hid? One, who cannot, 
like other judges, be diyerted from che ſteady 
courſe of juſtice; who cannot be blinded by 


| bribes and preſents, or mollified by ſubtle exte- 
OF nuations, or impoſed upon by feigned excuſes, 


and ſtudied evaſions; but who weighs all perſons 
and cauſes by the eternal ſtandard of equity and 


J eruch. Ah, wretched guilty creature! Ah, ü- 


pid unthinking fnmer l that trembleſt at the frown by 


of a man like thy ſelf, and canſt not fear that 
bar, where all thy actions ſhall be weighed in 
the exacteſt ſcale of juſtice ! How wilt thou ap- 


pear at this tribunal, or what, plea canſt thow 
urge in bar of ſentence, to him who needs no evi- 
dence, but is himſelf privy; to thy moſt conceals. * 
ed impieties? Doſt thou know. this, and et he 
careleſs and unconcerned how thou ſhalt elcape 


ule : 

Ps 

* * 
| & 
* 6 L 


* „ 
1 TON * * -. 
, . — 4 
R _ . =. 
— 1 
V - , * 5 
- * 4 
5 54 


Bo _;. ' ebe Imitation ook 1. 
= excuſe thy appearance at that dreadful tribunal, 
For this judgment is univerſal ; all mankind muſt 
ang upon their deliverance; every one muſt bear 
His own burden; and every one's burden is more 
than enough for himſelf; ſo that no man will be 
min a condition to aſſiſt his neareſt and deareſt re- 
lation, or his moſt intimate friend. To expe 
any advantage, any atonement then, which thol 
badſt not before ſecured, is moſt ſenſeleſs. Thou 
only canſt prevent thy own deſtruction; and this 
life is the only time to prevent it. Thy pious 


labours now will turn to good account; thy ſe- 


cret mournings move compaſſion, thy prayers and 
groans enter the ears of God, and melt him into 
mercy. The humble patient man will then be 
confidered for his conſtant ſuffering and invibci- 
ble charity. If he is now afflicted for the wrongs 


and injuries that are done him, it is more for the 


Wiekedneſs and guilt of the perſon who does them, 
than for any inconvenience and trouble brought 
upon himſelf ; and this diſpoſition will mitigate 
his own offence; he heartily forgives, and prays 
that God would forgive his enemies; and this 
in ſome meaſure gives him a title to the forgive- 
nels of his own trefpafſes. He 1s more pp 9b 
voked to pity than to anger 3 and ſhall be dealt 
With accordingly, by a God long - ſuffering, flow 
to wrath, and very merciful, though men deſerve 
the rigours of his juſtice. He oſten treats his bo- 


= dy with ſeverity and violence, and labours to 


being the fleſi in ſübjection to the ſpirit; and 
—Therefore ample amends ſhall be made him for 
thele voluntary ſufferings, and the pleaſures of 


Jenle which he nepleQed, will be liberally re- 


compenced” by the abundance of heavenly and in- 
Teledat joys. But then, dis- plain, cheſe o0@ 
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al. Mijnalities whicn miniſter an entrance into cmnat olile, 
ult Inuſt be attained as ſoon as poſſibly we can. This 


reſent ſtate of mortality is the only ſtage of ac: 
Ye tion and improvement; and ſince this ſcene fo 
be uddenly may change, we are not ſafe in the de- 
re: Yay of one moment. This is really our caſe; but 
ecco loth are we to underſtand it? And fo inor- 
ol Winately fond are we of ſenſual delights, that we 
ou ven take a pleaſure in impoſing upon ourſelyes; 
his nd by the moſt fatal of all infatuations, cheriſh 
dus nd gratify our bodies, at the expence and extreme 
ſe- hazard of our ſouls. 4 8 

And what is the conſequence of all this, but 
eaping up more fewel for everlaſting flames to 
eed upon? For our ſins and luſts kindle and blow 

Ip thoſe fires; and the more heinous and impe- 
nous the former are, the fiercer and more turi- 
the Sully will the latter be ſure to burn. For, as 
be torments of ungodly wretches ſhall there bg 
xquiſite for their degree, fo ſhall they for their 
ind and quality be adapted and proportioned tdb 
he ſins of each particular perſon; and ſo cons 
rived, as to be moſt ſenſibly afflicting and pain= 
ve- ul to the re ſpective tempers and complexions of 
ro- hen, the habits they have contracted, and the ap- 
alt petites they have indulged. The lazy and: ſtu- 
ow Þid, ſhall be awaken'd and rouzed into ſenſe, by 
ve arp ſcourges, and burning ſtings. The glutton 


—_— 


50. Ind drunkard gnawed with inſatiable hunger, and 
to arched with unquenchable thirſt. The nige ane 
nd Felicate, who propoſed no happineſs here to them= 
for Þlves, but luxury and pleaſure, ſhall then be uf: 
of peated with the 'noiſom yapours of flaming pie, 
re- fad ſtinking ſulphur. The envious and diſcon- A 
in- Fnted ſhall how! perpetually through the inf: 
ock ſels of their pain. The proud and vain-gloriougt = 
* 0 5 —_— ** g f M 3 55 mY hall N 


1 , 


and infupporcable than whole ages of that uneaſ 


date to the ſubduing and reforming them; that bi 


* — 1 —— ä —2— 5 


ede Imitatin _ Book 15 
mall be confounded and overwhelmed with fhamef 
and contempt. The covetous ſhall pine away and 
de tormented with extreme penury and want; anc 
no one vice ſhall eſcape a torture, exactly fitted to 

make its owner the moſt miſerable that it is poſſibl, 
for him to be. In a word, One fmgle hour iy 
thoſe diſmal pains and horrors ſhall be more bitte 


neſs and trouble which wicked men here have ſo ir 
reconciliable an averſion to ſubmit to, tor mortify 
ing their vanities, and amending their lives, 
For, (which is of all others the laſt and mol 
Ateadful aggravation,) thoſe miſeries and torture 
have no end, no relief, no intermiſſion. But th: 
ſharpeſt afflictions we ſuffer in this world will quick 
Iy have a period: They have their interval o 
- eaſe and comfort; and thoſe ſorrows and trouble 

Wich which we are afflicted for the ſake of religion 
are largely recompenſed with ſpiritual conſolation 
and Tweet peace of mind. Why then ſhould, yo 

grudge a Perle ae Rather moufn es 7 
neftly for thy fins, and bend all thy thoughts anf 


this thort anxiety thou may'ſt be deliver'd fron 
Sternal deſpair and anguiſh unutterable ; and th: 3 
by thoſe few tears of "repentance, thou mayeſt ſell * 


ears for thy ſelf a portion of everlaſting joy wit of 
e 


happy change of all the griefs and ſyfferingy an 
Which the righteous ſhall experience in that da) du 
hen they ſhall ſtand full of hope and humbly ce 
confidence before that judgment: ſeat, from whic ba 
their baughty and mercileſs oppreſſors, confound: 


with fear, and amazed with guilt,” ſhall ftrive anf ni. 


with in yain to hide their trembling heads. Wh ic 


= Re, who now ftands tamely at the bar of men, an 3? 


1 


'' 


J contempt, and counted extreme folly and religious 
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innocently ſuffers, ſhall then, be advanced to 2 
throne, and placed among the ſaints and martyrs, 
to aſſiſt at t Spe of his once inſulting, judges, 


When, the poor) and meek ſhall have great bold> _ 
neſs, while the proud and haughty ſinner quakes 
at the preſence of God and the Lamb. When chat 


piety and godly fear, that abſtinence and ſevere 
virtue, that patient ſuffering for . Chriſt's, lake, 
which is now. thought juſt matter of derifion and 


madneſs ſhall then be acknowledged by: its moſt 


malicious enemies and deriding ſcorners, to be in- 
J deed the true, the only wiſdom. When the re- 
I membrance of paſt miſeries ſhall be ſweet, and 


they, whoſe inſulting malice exerciſed the patience 
of the meek and humble, ſhall be ſtruck dum 


I with ſad remorſe and bitterneſs of ſoul ;- when. al 


who devoted themſelves to God and his ſeryice, 
Hall be tranſported with raptures of joy; , and 110 
thoſe who diſregarded or deſpiſed them, ſhall 
weep and lament ;. when the afflifted and periecuted 
ſhall bleſs his bitter cup, and feel morg:renned, 


more exquiſite, more ſubſtantial delights fam it, 


will of the penitent ſhall ſhine glorious as the, ſun;, and 
all the gay pomp and gliſtering jewels of the Mm 


q dung...; 


than the volur tuous and rich worldling ever. felt 
in ſenſual pleaſures, or uninterrupted pralperwys 


when the plain dreſs of the humble, and ſackcloth 


and gaudy {inner ſhall be trampled under foot like 
| When the cottage ſhall be Eger to the 
court, patience appear more deſirable than the moi 


boundleſs and arbitrary power; the honeſt .obe- 
dience of an humble faith, more wiſe, than the : 


an niceſt cavils of the ſubtleſt wit; and a good, cons 


ſcience of greater ſervice than learning, and the 


molt ęlaborate ij ſtems of philoſophy; When the 
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t ſervice and gopd would: alf this be 
A ſhould pleaſe God juft now to ſtrike 


imagine then, that, from your entrance into the 


—— 


= "Of tht Imitation © Book l. 
' Coitempt of riches ſhall approve it ſelf the greateſt 


treaſure; devout prayer the moſt delightful enter- 


tainment; filence and caution the beft converſa- 
tion; when good works ſhall plead more powerfully 
than the moſt moving eloquence; alms prove the 
molt prevailing advocate, 1elf-denial the moſt ex- 
alred pleaſure ; and the conqueſt of ill habits the 
moſt glorious triumph. _ A 

II then this be, (as moſt undoubtedly it is) a 
true repreſentation of that great and deciſive day; 
this the different fate and effect of theſe ſo very 
different perſons and practices; conſider, I pray 


& Thee, the dreadful circumſtances of theunhappy dam- 


ned; and be induced from this reflexion, to endure 
a little now, when that Attle will ſecure thee againſt 
Enduring infinitely. more hereafter. Weigh the 
matrer ſerioufly, and think if the ſlight Anis 


of a religious life ſeem tedious and tireſome; turn 


the argument, and reflect, how one who ſinks un- 
der cheſe, will be able to dwell with the moſt ex- 
quite” and everlafting torments. Nor is this a 
*rivial or needleſs, enquiry, but abſolutely necet- 
fary,: and of the laſt moment. For matters are fo 


= ordered, that perfect eaſe can be no man's portion 
orb worlds. They who chuſe their good things 


here; cannot have them hereafter too; nor ſhall 


= any man who indulges bis ſenſual inclinations, here 


Tejoice and reign with Chriſt in che kingdom of 


Body ro this very day, you had enjoyed the utmoſt 
Four heart could poſſibly wiſh, of in Which this 


oerld calls Happineſs; honours, riches, pleaſures, 


without check, limitation, or hook nya yet of 
be to, you, if 
you with 


death? 
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Book I. of JESUs CHRIST, _ 
death? ls it not evident, 'without any farther argue” 


ment, that all below is mw 


and that the love of God and a religious lite is the 


only thing which can ſtand you in any ſtead? This 
will ſtand by you when all the reſt forſake you » 
this is neither deſtroyed by death, nor afraid of 
puniſhment, but triumphs over. both; fills the 
mind with confidence, and gives joy ful expectation 
at the dreadful day of judgment; and ſets us above 7 
all the terrors and diſmal apprehenfions of hell 
and its everlaſting tortures. But then, this is the: = 
peculiar privilege of the ſervants of God; tor ho 
is it poſſible for thaſe who. practiſe and delight 
wickedneſs, to think of death and judgment, wii,“ 
out fear and perplexity of heart? How is it poſſi⸗ 
ble they ſhould enjoy any quiet, or be ealy 
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their minds, 1f they ever think upon what is halter 


ning on them faſter than they are aware? Let the 
love of God prevail over the love of fin. But 1 
thou art not yet perfect enough to be acted by this nl 
noble principle; let at leaſt the love of 7hy*/elf res 
claim thee, and the fear of hell reſtrain and dete =. 
thee from & courſe, which muſt end at laſt in t 
utter and inevitable ruin. Y lays the Scriptures 
is the beginning q, wiſdom, Pf. i. For by 

who is not influenced by the feat df God, cannot; 
perſevere in any thing that is good; as having naw 
manner of principle that can ſave him, no cut 

upon his mind that can awe, or hold him in, from 


running headlong into the ſnares of the devil. 
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5 4 to traffick with; whether thou haſt hid fa 


| "2 io make the moſt of them for the. honour 0 1 
© God, and the ſervice of thy fellow creatures. 
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"= if death were the worſt thing to be fear'd, few 
would endure the hardſhips and miſeries of big ite 
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*Cohabitation | with the foul, ſhould be of ſuch W 
eight with us, as to keep us always on our jut 
Suard. When a man has a cauſe depending be- tin 


fore an earthly tribunal, the couſequence of which __ 
will either make or undo him, how aſſiduous is 10 

e in preparing his witneſſes, informing his coun- 62 
{1 in the nature and, ſtrengta of his evidence, 77 
ad doing every thing that may contribute to the 
i of an affair on which his whole depends! 
He will not rely abſolutely on the ſtrength of 


"the argument, or the ſuppoſed goodneſs of bis fi 


cauſe ; but he will likewiſe examine whether it h 
has. not a weak fide, whether it has not ſome bY 
aus and openings which his adverſary may take 
an advantage of, that in time he may make ſuch 
proviſion as will prevent his overthrow in the day 85 
of trial. At the day of judgment thou will have 1 
more at ſtake than the value of ten thouſand worlds 
Then will be tried the iſſue betwixt God and thee] * 

ow thou haſt bebhav'd thy ſelf in that high truſt, * 
ar. even in the loweſt ſituation in which thou 
wert ationed in the world, whether thou haſt 1e 
waſted gr improved thoſe talents which thy Lord 


N 


mn in thy boſom, or haſt taken every opportuni- 


Conſcience: will then be, both witneſs and. jury, 
and either acquit or condemn thee according to the 


= ' 


judgment which that hall give; and God Aly - 
mighty will immediately pronounce ſentence upon! 
thee, whether it be to inſtate thee in immortal 
bliſs and glory, or fink thee in everlaſting mi- 
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our W hat 4 would they ſay, the ſhock of diſſo 
be. lution, fince. it would but be of few minutes cons 


tinuance, when thereby we ſhould cut ſhort Whole 


"I years of pain and affliction? But when they conft- 
un. der that death does not end their being, and that 
ce by ſuch an act of violence upon themſelves they 


Ty! incur the wrath of God, and muſt anſwer for it to 
dean omnipotent and an inexorable judge; this cons 
. ſideration makes them ſubmit patiently to all the 
hs . injuries and afflictions with which human 
ife is attended, and wait, with due reſignation, 
the hour appointed for their diſſolution. * 
Whoever therefore hopes or expects to meet his 
judge with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, muſt maße 
good uſe of the preſent opportunity that is"now 
in his hands; he muſt employ all his powers and 
14s faculties in the love and ervice of God, and 
to the benefit of his fellow creatures; that when he 
uf} is ſummon'd to give in bis accompts to his fo- 


* 


vereign Lord and Maſter, he may, like that ho- 
nalil neſt ſervant, receive that glorious eulogium, Wl 
done thou good and faithful ſervant, thou ba been = 
hid faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler” 
over many; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. * 


a 
; : a OY | 
101-951). neee 154541 bg 6. ore en 
x4 : _—_ 
; | 


„* 


n 


— 


unge 


— I 4 F «.* : „ * 
— # Ls 3 2 


* 


2 & N 9 ; 
* 
HAP. N 1 
1 
» o 
a 1 „5 Cz 
— 1 . = ©» - © a& 4 


® v 9 


Of zeal in the reformation of our ent ut 


BE fervent in prayer, © ſerving the Lord, Rom. 
42 Xi. 11. ſays the Apoſtle; and ſuch indeed it 
highly concerns every one to be in his ſervice. 
For what end do we propoſe, by dedicating out 
ſelyes in tolemn vows tot Chriſt? Or Why do e 
8815 * 
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E zenouncethe world and its vanities; but that by 
=” theſe ſacred ties we may be engaged to be watch - 
Ful and diligent to adorn our perſons and actions, 
to conform our ſelves to the image of God, by 

Ali ing to bim, and like bim, and not after the 
= Tate of carnal men? Let not therefore theſe good 
Felolutions cool in your minds; but be zealous in 
Piety and virtue. Conſider that you ſhall ſhortly 
Teceiye an ample recompence for all your pious la- 
Paus, and ſee a happy end of grief, fear, and 

= hardſhip. Be content With fraue! and pain for a 
Very little while, and you hall be ſure to find reft, 
peace gud. joy to your ſouls. The yoke is eaſy 
and the. burden is /ight ; Matth. xxi. 28, 30. but 
de weight of glory 15 far more exceeding and tternal, 

2 Cor. iv. 16. Do you be careful to diſcharge your 

part, and then you need never doubt but God will 
make good his. Support and encourage your ſelf q 
= with the full aſſurance of obtaining the crown; Ny 
= Hur beware that” aſſurance do not degenerate. into 
_ preſumption ; nor the proſpect of bliſs, which 
—_— ſhould excite a more active and cheartul obedience, 
become an occaſion of. ſpiritual ſecurity and floth. 
l remember a perſon, Who was irreſolute and T 
© wavyering-in the concerns of his foul, divided be- 
deen hope and fear, humbly 2 the Lord ag 
Nat he might have ſome aſſurance of his own per- 7 


Peerance; and expreſſing, how happy he ſhould 
r himſelf, could be but be ſatisfied in this Jad. 
point. Whereupon he thought he was immediate- 


ph anſwerd from within, Vell, and ſuppeſing you 
= could be aſſared of this, what wonldjſr thou, do Do Nett. 
But alt now, as you would think your ſelf ,oblig'd «to | 5 
. in that caſe, and never queſtion your per ſeuer ing. 11 
By chis comfortable reply he Was comſorted and 

 -frengthened ; and, inftead of indulging any, cu- 
1 | ta : n 
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rious Enquiries into events, or anxious doubts, co 


erning the ſucceſs of his endeavours, he imme? 


b, 6. 


Th 


way to him, and he ſh 


of that, without more to do. | 
ind be doing. good, ſays the Pſalmiſt; commit thy, 
all bring. it to paſs,' Pl. xxxvii. 


Truſt 


lately applied himſelf to confider what God e. 
Pected from him, and to ſet about the performance 


in the. Lord, 


e great and common, obſtacle to a vigorous. 
purſuit of virtue is the dreadful notion men form 
o themſelves of the difficulties that attend it, and 
ow laborious a thing religion is. It is very true, 


e ſhall obtain from God 
lary in the world. | 5 
There are not, however, in all men the ſame 
afſfions, or at leaſt the ſame degrees of them, to 
naſter and mortify. But tho' a man, whoſe af 


xalted piety will colt many. a ſore conflict. Bur 
ven this conſideration may afford ſome encourages © 
ent; when we conſider, that the difficulty of the® 
ndertaking, and the violence of the oppoſitiony 
dd to the glory of the triumph, and entitle the 
onqueror to a crown ſo much brighter, as the toi 
nd hazard of the victory won was greater. For, 
he more a man ſubdues himſelf, and does honour 

o the divine grace, by rendring it victorious over 
leſh and blood; the larger meaſures of that grace 

„ and become more exems - . 


* 


ftions are ſtrong, and his diſpoſition by nature og 
uſtom more ſtubborn and averſe to virtue, bath 
ore difficulties. to encounter; yet if this man's> 
ſolutions be firmer, and his endeavours be pro- 
ortionably greater, he ſhall _ be able to make.'a 
tter. progreſs in virtue than others of a quieter - 
mper, and leſs rebellious paſſions, if at the ſame 
me they are diſpoſed to eaſe and inaftivity.. ..» | 
gy FR things are eſpe- 


No in this undertakin 
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—what we ſee amiſs in others, and to be particularly 


thoſe who co y after it, that it is the direct con 


to his own advantage. The good he will mak wh 
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*which we obſerve moſt offenſive, in them with Fl 
whom we converſe. For the commonnelſs of am bh 


a marks which diſcover to us where the rocks and 


ore careful of his future conduct, and think it Nati 
Happy occaſion! that he is thus taught wiſdom bY 8 


* 1 
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= cially neceffary for promoting it. The fr/# is, To 
eros the A rel bent of es ang con- - 
{titutron ; and that we take care to bend nature the | 
contrary way, by keeping at a diſtance from all 

© thoſe temptations and occaſions of finning, with g, 
E which we feel our felves moſt eaſily beſet, and | 
Krongly inclin'd to comply. The other, to diſco- 1 


ver our peculiar defects, and labour earneſtly to 7 
attain thoſe virtues which we moſt want. #5 
And as this knowledge of our own frailties and 
mperfections is greatly inſtrumental to our im- 
proyement, ſo we ſhould be careful to profit by 


concern'd for avoiding and ſubduifg thoſe habits ; 


practice is ſo far from leſſening the blame o c; 
fill 


trary ; and ſuch examples ſhould be look'd upon 


fands lie; ſuch as are ſet to warn us to ſhun the 
danger not to invite us to run into it. Indeed 4 
wiſe and good man will turn examples of all ſorts 


his patterns, and ſtri ve to equal or excel them ha 
the bad he will by all means avoid. Or it by com 


k pariſon the deformity of his neighhour's actio 4 
de him the uglineſs of his own, he will be t tho 


the'folly of others. For we often fee and conden 
chat in the behaviour of others, which ſelf-love wil 
not let us diſcern ; or partiality let us conde mn, 
our felves. And this ſhould make us cantio! 
when we remember, that the eyes of others are fect 
ſharp, as critical obſervers, as ſeyere judges of of 
Wa WA | En TY v- an 
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and all we do, as ours can poſſibly be of them. 


- "0 ; 


From this univerſal diſpoſition in all mankind, td *Y 
obſerve and judge one another, proceeds, no doubt, 


that pleaſing approbatian of good, or vehement 


diſlike of bad examples. For what indeed gives 


us a more ſenſible ſatisfaction than the ſeeing men, | 


in every point acting agreeably to their character? 


When they, who call themſelves by the name of 4 


Chriſt, and pretend in a peculiar manner to belong 
and be refigned up to him, are eminent in 


works and heavenly diſpoſitions; when they fone = 


entirely to his yoke, and think nothing too much 
to do or ſuffer in obedience to his will; how plea- 


ſing, how delightful a ſight is this? But how offen- | 
five, how very ſhocking, when they wko make th 


- 
44 1 
. 
1 
+ 


ſame external profeſſion, ſhall diſhonour- and dg&% 3 


file at by a ſcandalous and profligate converſations 


and, inſtead of that ſevere, that ſpiritual and he- 


venly life, to which their yery name, and the: 123 
tern of their Maſter obliges them, give themſelves 


up to all manner of exceſs, and wallow in the 


moſt brutiſh and abominable pollutions ? But, even 


| where men are not thus degenerated; where the 


cares and buſineſs of the world divert and drag 


Ichem off from better employments, tis unſeemly 


to others, and of ill conſequence. to themlelves, 
to neglect their proper concern, and engage their 


A -4 


thoughts and time in matters which have no re- = 


lation te that which ſhould be their main deſign. 


Sur your {elf up cherefore to. duty, b) de . 


membrance of your ſtation, who you are, and what 


you have, oblig'd your ſelf to be. Conſtantly. e- 


tain, in your mind a lively idea of Chriſt cruct- 


F fied. Conſider carefullyÞis life, and let the per- 

fection of that, ſhame, into the reforming your 

Jewn: Lour own, I ſay, whoſe very baptiſm re- 
6 | | pre 
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- preſents your profeſſion, which is, to Follow the ex 
ample ” our Saviour, and to be made like unto him; 
and yet, after ſo many years being called a Chril- 
tian, you are ſtill too far from being one, if dy 
to fin, and living to righteouſneſs, as your Je 
ſus died and roſe again for you, be that which 
makes a Chriſtian, and diſtinguiſhes him from 
-* ether men. It perſons dedicated to piety and vir 
tue, would but attentively fix their thoughts upon 
the actions and ſufferings of Chriſt, this ſingly 
would furniſh them with inſtructions and motives 
"abundantly ſufficient for their purpoſe. St. Paul, 
wwe know, determined to know nothing but 7eſu 
brit and him crucified; and this indeed, truly 
known, is the beſt, the moſt uſeful and moſt com- 
Prebenſive learning. 155 
This inſpires men with an eager holy zeal, 
and renders them not only circumſpect, but chear: 
ful in their duty; it makes them do what he com: 
"wards with diligence, and ſuffer all that he re 


_— 


Tegligent and lukewarm Chriſtian puniſhes him- 
Felt; his life is one perpetual torment, for wan 
Pf entire reſignation and fervent love; trials and 
=_ atftictions bear hard upon his ſpirit, and the goo 
be attempts is with reluctance and againſt the 
grain. He feels not the ſupport of ſpiritual com 
Forts; he knows it will be to no purpoſe to have 
recourſe to worldly ones; or, if he might, the) 
Will avail him nothing; and ſo he is lett deft: 
ure of all. For by tranſgreſſing the rules pre 


=_— ſcribed in the Goſpel, he hazards the ſafety ol 

his foul ; and by ſecking relief in things that ca 
Afford him none, he creates freſh tormentg to him 
ſelf; becauſe the things on which he would de 
pet cannot ſatisfy his conſcience, but Will be fur 
8 Fs te 


» 
"= wo = pu 1 


quires with patience and ſubmiſhon, Whereas aff 
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to leave ſome diſtaſte and bitterneſs behind them. 
And who can be eaſy under the perpetual te- 


proaches of his own 1] conduct, and chuſes a re- 
| medy worſe than the diſeaſe? 


To this pattern ſet us by Chriſt himſelf, let 
us add thoſe of the apoſtles, and other eminent 
worthies in the firſt ages of the Church. Theſe 
will convince us what excellencies mere men are 
capable of; and if we heartily aſpire after their 


perfectious, we may aſſure our ſelves of Gods 
aſſiſtance, and may confidently promiſe our ſelves, * 
that if we have an equal degree of zeal we ſhall 2 
be ſupported by an equal meaſure of grace and 


ſtrength. Obſerve then the ſimplicity of their 
lives, their fervent prayers and heavenly medita- 
tions; obſerve the great and happy efficacy of 
them, in raiſing thoſe holy perfons aboye the 
world and its temptations, and rendring their con- 
verſation all heavenly ard divine, even whilſt up- 
on earth. It were indeed to be wiſhed, that we 


could ſo far mortify and ſubdue fleſh and ſenſe, 
that the praiſes of God, and attendance upon his 


commands, the contemplation of his glories, and 
the raviſhing ſatisfaction of devout minds, might 
be our ae e moſt delightful employment. 
And happy ſhould we be, it the neceſſary cares 
of life did not diſtra& our thoughts, nor inter- 


tupt thoſe holy exerciſes. But theſe delights are 


reſerved for a future and better ſtate ; we cane 
here be ſo refined, we cannot be excuſed” from 


che incumbrances of the body, and its' inſepara- 


ble frailties and neceſſities; and therefdre though 
we may uſę theſe worldly comforts, we muſt not 
place our happineſs in them; our bodies, | indeed; 


muſt ſubſiſt upon them, but our ſouls ſhould reliſh ; 
J othing but God, Whatever his providence thinks 
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94 : f the Imitation Book I. 
- molt proper for us, we are to receive with meekneſ 
and contentednels ; as being well aſſured, that his 


* * 


what is beſt. In the day of proſperity we may rejoice, 
but that joy muſt be ſo tempered with gratitude 


and moderation, as neither to ſwell into inſolenceſf 


and-pride, nor to engage our affections in the love 
of the world. In the days of adverſity we are to con. 
fer, and receive the moſt afflicting accidents, with- 
gut murmuring or diſcontent. In every change of 
- Exrcumſtances, our minds muſt be entirely reſigned 
to God; for he is all in all, eternal and unchan- 


. 4 gable; perfect and happy in himſelf, abſolute and 


ſole Lord of the univerſe; and every creature is 
and ought to be entirely at his diſpoſall. 

Mite But tho' he be always the ſame, and can at an) 
me do what is good in his fight ; yet this is far 
kom being our caſe. Our being is frail, and of 

mort continuance; and this ſhould excite us to di- 

Iigence, to work .while it is day, becauſe our night 

"cometh on apace, wherein no nan can work. Conſi- 


> ger therefore, that death is unayaidable, and how 


Joon, you know not.; be afraid therefore leſt that 
fatal hour overtake you, before the great buſinels 
of life be finiſhed. | Hh wt that the time, yours 
ONce, can never be yours again: Phe wealth of 
Hoth the Indies cannot redeem one ſingle opportu- 
nity which you have once let ſlip; and therefore, 


= loſe none for the future, nor ſuffer. one hour to ſlide 
by. without its due improvement. 


True piety is not to be attained without great 


I 


- painsand diligence; and if you be cool and ſlothful 
ig the pur ſuit of it, the, moment that you gain not 

| h you loſe it. For the affairs. of our ſouls 
Lan never ſtand ſtill; but as oft as we neglect our 
duty, we decline and fall back again toward fin, or 
| N 55 
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it leaſt into a {careleſs remiſsneſs in ſpiritual con- 
erns : But if we'cheriſh our zeal, and conftantly 
plow up its holy fires, by a vigorous attendance 
pon our main buſineſs, the duties of religion, we 


4 os ” 


ſhall. ſoon feel the comfort of this kindly warmth; 
and all the difficulties we found or formed to our 
ſelves, will gradually wear off. God will give 
Wnore grace to him that 1mproves what he has al- 
ich. Feady given him, and virtue every day will diſcloſe 
her charms, and make us more in love with her. 
Then we ſhall experimentally find, that the Wife 
Man's deſctiption of virtue is true, That her ways + 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peur. 

Prov. iii. I readily own that the task, I am now 
adviſing you to undertake, is exceeding laborious 
and great: no bodily toil is to be compared to it 


nor any conqueſt over temporal enemies ſo ha- 
zardous and expenſive, as that which we gain upon 


- Jour ſelves, and the adyerſary of ſouls. But as the 


difficulty is great, ſo will the benefit and glory 
likewiſe be. This battle muſt be fought, and Wo, 
or we afe loſt for ever; and he, who does not in- 
ure himſelf to conquer, by ſubduing leſs temptas 
tions, will never be able to encounter with more 
violent and trying ones; and infirmities once yield- 
ed to, grow inſenſibly to ſtubborn habits of vice. 
fruits of it. For every night will crown us with 
freſh triumph, and the reflection upon a day well 
ſpent yield us joys more pleaſing than all the lau. 
rels of the ret | 
every day's behaviour is of ſuch mighty importariee 
with reſos to our ſpiritual ais; eck leſt 
any paſs unprofitably, Watch continually over thy 
felt, and be vigilant that this neceſſary fervour co 
not, for want of care to cheriſh and excite it. Ne 


Ae 55's daily warfare, and we may daity reap the. 
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member 
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member that your ſalvation is the truſt. committed or 
to your charge; a truſt of greater moment than the hi 
"Whole world; and therefore, whatever. becomes of 
the reſt, be ſure to ſecure one. To admoniſh and 
reprove your brethren, , while you forget your ſelf, 
is a moſt prepoſterous courſe; tis neglecting the 
province aſſigned to you, and invading another 
man's. You have no right to take the mote out 
of their eye, till the beam be firſt caſt out of your 
own, Matth. vii. If then you would avoid the im- 
Putation of hypocriſy, begin to reform your ſelf, 

. and be ſure to do that effectually. For the greater 
violence you are content to put upon your own in- 
clinations,: and the ſorer conflis you undergo, the 
Ser your reward, and the more, abundant will 


be your joy. 
=... REFLEXION.: 
* 


A ſincere Chriſtian has, of all men, the greateſt 
reaſon to keep a watch over his own actions, that 
be neither offends God, nor wrongs his own ſoul. 
He is under the higheſt obligations to walk con- 
formably to the rules of his profeſſion. It we 
- conſider him with reſpect to his e engage - 
ments, as vowing to renounce the world, the fleſb, 
and the devil; if we conſider the ineſtimable va- 
lue that was paid to ranſom his ſoul, which was 
enſlav'd to ſin, and juſt ready to, be imprifon'd in 
Zeverlaſting chains of darkneſs; if we conſider him 
with reſpect to the love of a merciful; God who 
found out a way to ſatisfy and appeaſe his, own 
= Juſtice, to which the ſinner had render'd himſelf ob- 
noxious; if with regard to the affectionate con- . 
cern of a gracious Redeemer, who laid down bf 
own life to reconcile him to an offended God, 
| | Ok 


* 


S . 
I 
'S 


= 

l 
"»% 0 
* 


Bock I. / ESU, CHRIST. 97 © 
— URS”: — _— #1 

ed Nor what he owes to the Holy Spirit, who has given 

he him a fight of his miſcrable condition by rarurey 

of Hand wrought in him thoſe virtues and gidces which /. 

nd Hare the divine characteriſtick of the chitcrei: of 


If, God: 1 ſay, If a chriſtian Believer is copſide ru in 
he Ball, or any of theſe lights, ever) argument to preſs  : 
1er him to walk worthy of his vocation; one would 
ut 91 


hink, was entirely needlefs. © 
Who would be anxiouſly follicitous to procure 
he things of this life, which he knows death will 
deprive him of? He who has laid up his hopes in 
eaven, and is firmly perfuaded that an immortal 
nd a never-failing inheritance is referved for him 
n the other fide the grave, can never be much in 
ove with any thing be poſſeſſes upon this earths 
here every thing is changeable, fleeting, yaing 
nd tranſitory. 2043 TI BY ee nett 
He that would make any tolerable progreſs in 
irtue, muſt not only form good reſolutions for that 
urpoſe, but put thoſe reſolutions in practice; nor 
att he content himfelf with doing now and then a 
ood action, but he muſt proceed in à regular 
don Bourſe of piety; he ought never to think he has 

We Yone enough, ſo long as it is in h's power to do 
ige Bore; his heart ſhould be entirely fred on diving 
lelb, iects, and then his hands will be always filled 
va Fich good works; and whether he eats, or drinks, 
Was r whatever he does, he will do all to the praiſe 
aa glory of Gd. -3 722 0,0 
him He that would fight the good fight of faith, mu 
In with patience the race that is ſet before him; 
F need always to be upon his guard, conſidering 
e enemies he has to encounter. He muſt 8 feb. 10 
devil, that grand adverſary of mankind, wild 
Fcontinually laying fflares in his way, to enttap 
$ louly and ſer him at variance with his God; 
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_— 9 ebe Initatim Book, : 
many will be the allurements and temptations in 
the world that will court his embraces, but have d 
death and ruin in their enjoyment; and as from t 
without thou wilt meet with innumerable incite- h 
ments to fin and folly, thou wilt at the ſame find 
an enemy within ready to careſs and cloſe with 
Whatever ſhall be offer d by theſe flattering, ye 
deadly adverſaries of thy ſoul ; and if ever thoy 
hopeſt to triumph over the ſtratagems of Satar 
and the alluring. vanities of the world, thou mut 
= Hirſt conquer and ſubdue the luſts of the fleſh 
4 A city may be fortified with ſtrong ramparts, ſur 
rounded with moraſſes, and to human thought ſee! 
impregnable; but if there is want of proviſions an 
and ammunition, or if its garriſon is weak an- 
- treacherous, it muſt ſoon ſurrender to the victe 
rious enemy. Thus, if the ſoul is not ſufficient 
provided with the virtues and graces of the Hol 
Spirit, if there is not a ftrift hand kept over ou 
- Paſſions and urns inclinations, it muſt in the en in 
expect to be miſerably defeated of all thoſe gl ho 
rious rewards which the perſevering Chriſtian wil e 
be entitled to. 2 WAY 
All men are not equally qualified for all things the 
ſome have larger capacities to underſtand and co # 
prehend the will of God as contained in the Hol 
Scriptures z, and to whomſoeyer-much is given, ſux 
them will much be required. Others there 2 
= who can neither form an argument themſelves, nt de! 
> Kadily/apprehenhd the ſtrength of one when prefs thy 
= + by. an oppanent ; they are apt to take ſophiſtry ia 
+ . theepreaſoning, and ſo often make wrong conel 
Hons from; premiſes that are not true in themſelve 
this axe they frequently, haffled out gf their fail 
and zeligion, becauſe they Are not able to canful 
their adverſary. » What then muſt che Wweak Chi 5 
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tian make the ſtandard of truth when he is thus At 
tack'd; or, how muſt he defend himſelf ? Let 


dne Shim conſider that it is the word of God which 18 


the only rule of faith, and by that alone he will be 


tried in the great day of account; and if he is di- 


ligent to ſquare his actions by the plain and eaſy 


F precepts that he finds every where diſperſed in the 


Goſpel; if he endeavours to form his life upon 


Ichat excellent model which Feſus Chri/t has left us; 


of himſelf in the New Teſtament, he will. be:cer-- 
tainly right in his practice; Ver there is none other 


name under heaven given among men, whereby we, 
muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. Uſeleſs and vain then 
are all curious ſpeculations into . things above thy» 


reach; nor think that thou wilt ever be accounta- 


Ible for what is not within the compaſsof thy knows, 
Sledge; keep thy conſcience void: of offence; towards; 


God and towards man; do thy duty in the ſtation. - 


in which God has placed thee in the world; and 
however weak thy capacity may be, God will ac- 


i cept the willing mind. Pray earneſtly for his aſ- 
f his Holy Spirit, and. 
thou wilt find help in every time of need; he willy © 


ſiſtance and the influences o 


* ſtrength to ſobdue the unruly luſts of thy 


eh; he will give thee grace, that ſhall make hee, 


ſuperior to every temptation; and he will enable; 


thee to baffle all the arts and ſtratagems that the? 


devil may form againſt the peace and happineſs of; 
thy ſoul. s MES Nate 


indifference with reſpect to the commands aud 
of God, a certain careleſneſs in deyotion, ahd a 


kind of backwardngſy and re luctance to the practice 
ef true piety; theſe are ill figns of a bad 


bean, 


Q 2 _ and 


nu 


 ® 


" 


No man can make any great progreſs in reli 
gion, when he performs the duties of it rather que 
of fear, than from a principle of love. Coolneſs an 


* 
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10 ibe Imitatin Bogk I: 
ardatidaccall is not right within. Where the true 
Jove of Kiid is, chor will be juch à zal and holy 
ferveur as will carry us through all the dutics of 
Feligion,> how fevere and difficult ſoever they are, 

Wich pleafure and the moſt- agreeable ſatisfaction. 
> We>ſhallt chink nothing: too great to do: nothing 
too heavy and afflifting to ſuffer, if ere the 

Honbur and glory of Gad is promoted che beau. 
ties and excellencies of his warſhip: diſplayed and 
recommended, and the name of the bleſſed 7ejus 
brought more into eſteem and xeyerence among 
wart als. 
—— Ape i has ſet. us the exacteſt pattern for 
on mation. He went: about deing go When 

bug twelve years of age we find him very earneltly N 

employed about his Father's buſineſs, and wondring a 

that his parents dimagine that he could be 

— otherwiſe taken up. A little before his departure 
owt bf:thiswworld, he appeals to the Father tor che 
prob ityvof his actions and the, purit of his lite ; 
ue glor ified-thee, on the earth; have Jiniſe: 
ane vb, thou gauęſt me to do, John 

Ni 4c 1 . 1 56 U 3145-000 

"Happy will that man be, who, at the hour 

of his death,” ſhall be able to make this comr f- » 

foftable reflexion, I have Fought 4 good. fight, IN © 

"Fave nad my! courſe, I haue kept the faith; FO 
= from whence will naturally follow this conchufion, Ess 
eceortb. there is laid up for ne a crawn of fe 
righteouſneſs; which the LORD the: righteous: Fudge NI 
eie me at that day; and nat ta ne eng, 
al them” atſo who love bis appearing, 2 Ti 
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HE Kingdom of GOD is within 5 
4908 our Bleſſed Lord, Luke N 
| Turn chy {elf ther entirely to God, N 


and take a final farewel of this wretched worlds 


: 


and thou ſhalt find ſweet content, and comfort yt» 


of Fpeakable. Learn to deſpite. theſe outward van: 


ies, and ſeek after pure and ſpititual fatisfaQionsz - 
place all thy hopes, thy happineſs, thy choughis”. 
on theſe divine enpymentss and thou ſhalt feel this 
Kogdom ſpring up and grow. within thee. For the” 
ingdom, of Gag is page dd, the Holy Gigftt% 


_ * 


Rom. xiv; 17. A joy which che Sas alone peng 
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fly to him for refuge, meet and embrace them in 
his arms, and fill them with his heavenly conſola- 
tions. He. knocks at the door of thy heart, and 
waits td come in, and only ſtays till thou haſt ſwept 
and garniſh*d thy ſoul, and prepared an apartment, 
clean and fit to receiye ſo pure, ſo divine an inha- 
bitant ; for all his charms and glories ſhine inward; 


they are not like the gaudy pomps and glittering 


gutſideg of earthly ornaments, but lie deep in the 


Break gf His ſaints. Thete be diſplays hig beauty, 


there he entertains with his ſweet converſation, 
there he beſtows his raviſhing comforts, there he 
pours forth the abundance of his peace, and the in- 


— 


timacy of his friendſhip. 


«>. 4 


Come then, believing ſoul, and diligently pre- 


pare thy heart for thy beloved; that heavenly 


F 


- 


* 


© every good 94 He will be thy Maſter, th 
ge 


1 
o 


©» Jpouſe, who will not diſdain chis poor and homely 
= manſon, and only asks thy love and care to make 


it worthy of. him. Hear his own gracious promiſe, 
Ja man love me, he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love bim, and we will come and malt 
Ar -abode with him. Admit therefore this bleſſed 
Rae; caſt out the ane Abril cares and de- 
es; ſuffer no partner in chy breaft, but reſerve 
thy whole heart for this one idhbabitant. Chriſt is 
enough, for he is all the world; and if thou ha 
him, thou haſt riches, and honour, and plenty o 


Counſellor, thy Agent, thy Friend; be will tak: 
U thy cares upon himſelf, and manage all thy 


Foncerns to thy greateſt advantage; thou wilt need 


vo other aſſiſtant, nor ask relief from men? For 


© What canſt thou expect from men, whoſe power i 
ſo weak, and their affections ſa changeable. The) 


are inconffänt and wavering, and mock che hope 


62 © Of ithe ' Imitation" Book 1. 
have no ſhare. Chriſt will ap proach to thoſe that 


al * ? 


Book I. of IESsUSs CARKISE T. 103. 
of thoſe that build their dependance on their aſſiſ- 
tance; but Chriſt endureth for ever, and is a ſure 
help in all the extremities of his ſervants. Supp! 
ſing we had all the fincerity and zeal for our ſer- 
vice, that man is capable of giving; yet ſtill he is 
but mere man, mortal and frail, and cannot always 
have the ability, though his inclination; be ever ſo 
good, to relicye-and do us ſervice. Since then ſo 
little confidence is to be placed in an arm of fleſh, 
we ought not to be greatly concerned if ve are left 
deſtitute of human ſuccours; nor be ſurprized if 
be ſniould grieve, and labour to do us harm. For 
this is frequently the caſe, the effect of a fickle  * 
temper, that thoſe very perſons, who to day are 


Jour deareſt friends, to morrow ſhall be our worſt 


enemies; and they, who now are our moſt ma- 
licious adverſaries, within a little while appear on 


our ſide. Nor can it well be otherwiſe, in perſons 


ſo fickle, ſo liable to change with every breath of 
wind. Place then thy hope and truſt in him alone, 
with whom 3s no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turn 
ing. Let him alone be the object of thy ſear and 
love. in him thou art ſure to find a conſtant and 
powerful friend; one who will heartily eſpouſe thy 


| cauſe; and order matters better than thou thy ſelf; 


if left to thine ewn choice, could poſlibly do. 3 
las] thou haſt here no continuing city, but art a 
ſtranger and fojourner, and muſt expect to find no 
ſettlement, till poſſeſs?d of, and united to Chriſt.” 


Why doſt thou anviouſly look out for eaſe and 


a ſettled happineſs, in à place which is not, which 


Jnever can be thy reſt? Thy converſation ought to 
de in heaven, for there is thy home; and all things 
bere ſhould be no otherwiſe eſteemed or remand 

chan as refreſhments and conveniences given to ſupr 


ort chee in thy journey thither: Things that ane 
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perpetually paſſing away from too; as faſt as time 7 
lf 
al 


dic mortality can carry thee: Do not then ima. 
ide, that they can ſtay with thee, or thou with 
em; but look upon them with an eye of indif. 
ference, and keep thy foul diſengaged. For if 
thou let them poſſeis thy afſections, they will en- 
flave thy mind, and be thy eternal ruin. Aſſert 
then and preſerve thy native liberty, by raiſiug thy ie 
ul above this vain world; and fixing chy deſires Ig 
and meditations upon things that are unſeen andi 
eternal. Converſe with Chriſt in pri yer, and let iu 
is be fo conſtant, ſo intent, and fo fervent, as toe; 
Contra an intimate famility with him 


* . 


Perhaps his glories and divine excellencies are, 
ebjeQs to refined, too ſublime for thy contempla · Ith 
tions to dwell upon with reliſh and ſeniible delight IN 
But he hath condeſcended to thy mean capacity; I 
end, by becoming an, aflicted man, bach furnilts ſy 
el us with matter of meditation, fitted to our minds, fl, 
=— while dwelling in fleth. Contemplate then this fu 
Poverty and fafferin s; and if thou canſt not raiſe 

thy thoughts to Chriſt fitting on his throne, behold %, 
+ : him hanging on his*troſs ; take ſanctuary in his bi 

©  Kripes and wounds, and death ; thoſe ſtri pes by ſyi 
which alone thou canſt be healed; that death, by tio 


Which alone thou eaft have life. And, if theſe be hig 
well attended to, they will adminiſter wonderful oc 
Wength and comfort, in thy afflictions; enable we 
thee to bear wrongs with eaſe, contempt with pa · I ac 
tence, calumny and detraſſiion with content. What po 
What ! was the Son of God a ſcorn of men, andy 
An outcaſt of the people? Was the King of heaven ref 
reduced to wants and neceſſities upon earth, and Ch 
I Had not ſo much as where to lay his head? Luke ix. yk 
= 257 Was he, who loved his enemies ſo affection · co 
= ately, 

6 


as even to lay down his life for them? Didi 
Chriſt 


OK I. 
time 
ima. 
with 
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2 thy 
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aven 


and Chriſt teaches us ta deſpi 
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Book II. of ÞE-SUS, CHRIST. ”" "206-1 
Chrift ſubmit chrarfully to ſuffer, and te, be de- 
ſpis'd-? And doſt thou, -wretched- Sinner, murmur 
aid complain, when, poyerty or contempt come 
upon thee? W friends deſert, or thy ene- 
mies ſlander thee? Did he undergo the malice and 


auntradiction of men, and doſt thou expect that all 


men ſhould favour, aſſiſt, and ſpeak of thee with 
teſpect and honour ? Do not, Wretched man, en- 
tertain ſo vain a hope. It cannot be; it is not fit 
it ſhould: For could'ſt thou be exempted from ins 
jur ies and afflictions, What opportunity could there 
ever be for the exerciſe of thy patience? If thou 


ſhonldeſt bave nothing to vex or croſs thee in the 


whole courſe of thy life, what evidence wouldeſt 
thou have of thy friendſhip and love for Chriſt ? 
How wouldeſt thou expreſs thy likeneſs to him? 
This the Apoſtle tells us, is the condition, this the 
way that leads us to happineſs; and they who _ 


would reign wifñ Chriſt, muſt not think much to 


ſuffer with him, and for him, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
Oh! kad we but, with Thomas, put our fingers 
into the print of his nails, and thruſt our hands into 
bis fde ; John xx. had we hut acquainted ourſelves 
with his ſufferings, by deep and ſerious confideras » 
tion, and taſted indeed the aſtoniſhing greatneſs. of 
his love, the joys and miſeries of this. life would 


ſoon be of ſmall eſteem in our account; or rather, | 


we ſhould make the malt, proper uſe of them; we 
ſhould rejoice in tribulation, and triumph in the op- 
poſition, and ſhame, and unjuſt dealings of men, 
which draw us to ſo much nearer; and more lively: .” 


reſemblance of the bleſſed Feſus. For the love 
e ourſelves.;::and-theys 


. who do ſo, will freely bear the reproaches and 


on- contempt 


Did 
hriſt 


whoſe ſoul is united to cg in fervent love, an 
1 who = 
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s put upon them by others. A many 
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Who is n longer a' ſervant to his paſſions and bin 
worldly concerns; this man, I fay, is as it were 
a new Creature, he can have recourſe to God with 
out diſtraction, lives as it were by and within him- ſont 
ſelf; nay, is raiſed above himſelf, and enjoys hezſſ,. x 
ven while yet upon earth. He that hath ſheok off of 1 
the falacies and prepoſſeſſions of Tenſe, that ſee: 
and judges things, not after the deceitful meaſureiſ chir 
of common opinion, but by the ſtandard of truth, Nc... 
and their own nature; he is the wiſe, the truly 
learned man, and this wiſdom he is taught, not by h 


human methods, but by Inſtructions from above, N and 
from God, the fountain and perfection of all wiſ. I ane 
dom. 1 Mohd and 


* - Such a man can never want opportunities of en- 
| joy ing and improving his happineſs. The inter- 
4 ruptions, which other men lament, no way affed I trit 
bim; for nothing can take him from himſelf; and 
3 ſo long as he retires into his own breaſt, he cannot be 
deſtitute of a fit place, and proper ſeaſon, for any 

holy exerciſe. If buſineſs and the world at any Ichi 

time call him aſide, he always acts and converſes -- 
there with the greateſt caution and reſerve, and 
Keeps it in his power to recolle& and retreat 
again at pleaſure. Bodily labour hinders him not, 
for this employs but the leaſt part of him; the II 
Cares of life are the leaſt of his concern; but he ſuits I ſe 
his temper to his preſent circumſtances, and ſtudies 
only to keep his mind eaſy and compoſed; the un- 
reaſonableneſs, the folly, and unaccountable re- 
= verſeneſs of other mens humour and behaviour, 
= . diftach not him, for he finds enough of his own to de 
=_ <mploy him. In ſhort, every man finds more or I tie 
= leſs vexation and obſtruction in the affairs of his vi 
foul, as be esgages himſelf more or; leſs in the th 


* 1 
* 
* 


= World; and as he chuſes or refuſes to make thoſe i; 
OY | p : 


thi ngs, 
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ſo. wo 
A man, whoſe mind is purify*d from the droſs of 


ſenſuality, and diſpoſed, as it ought to be, to God 


and heavenly things, will find that every accident 
of life contributes to his advantage. For the true 
reaſon of our inordinate paſſion and diſquiet, when 


things happen contrary to our expectations or de- 


fires, is the want of that reſignation and compo- 
ſure, which never fails to quiet the Spirits of thoſe 
who are mortify'd to themſelves and the world, 


and diſengaged from the vanities and falſe appear- 


ances of happineſs here below. Nothing ſo i nfects 


and defiles, ſo entangles and perplexes a man's 
"mind, as a ſordid love of the creatures. 
"Ewe can once perſuade ourſel ves to deſpiſe theſe 


But when 


177 


1 err r 
things his care, which are, or are not properly 


trifling, theſe deceitful comforts without us, our 


retirements into our own breaſts will be frequent 
and free; our joys reſulting from them undiſturbed; 


and our contemplations of heaven and heavenly *: 


things full of rapture and divine tranſport. 
"REFLEXION. 


THAT man truly enjoys the pleaſures of a re- 
ligious life, who frequently retires* within him- 


ſelf, and contemplates the wonders of his redemp- 
tion, who employs his thoughts on divine objects, 


and who can abſolutely exclude the things. of this 
world in all his approaches to God. What a ſweet: 


ſerenity does ſuch a ſoul enjoy; what unſpeakable. | 
delight muſt overſpread all her powers and facul- 
tes, when _—_ interrupts her ſpiritual converſe: 


with her dear Redeemer ; when nothing ſtands in 


the way to blind the eye of her faith; when cherew © 
exerciſe of every grace; 
when 


is nothing to clog the 
PF: 


"IS * 


ey 
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whey the 98111 and all. its yz vanities, che Tel and 
all its luſts, are made to keep their due diſtance} 
This is the Time that Chriſt chuſes to Pay, his viſit 
of love, and entertain the believer, with A full View 
of himſelf in all his ion and diyine, pertec 
tions. 
Mhben a believer ume 4.3 in 1 this heavenly 
manner, how little, how #7 ing andcontempribl 
do all the glories and illuſtrious, yanities of this 
world appear in his eye? He would- not 'fell. one 
{ſmile of Chriſt, one favourable look of his graciou 
countenance, ſor an uni verſe of riches, or the pride 
of all the earthly titles and hononrs: that the. ima - 
gination of man can conceive, or his wit invent. 
He has riches that the world knows: not of; he 
has honours. more ineſtimable than the majeſty of ſoc: 
Kings and the laurels of conquerors; his poſſeſſionz Ich 
are more valuable, than if he inherited the whole 
world, and every tract of land equal in goodneſs 
and 3 to the garden of Eden e he pallclle 
Chriſt. | 

Happy then, ſuperlatively is that man, that can 
call Chriſt bis own, has a place in bis love and 
friendſhip, an intereſt in his ſacred blood and me- 
ritorious ſufferings; who can experimentally Tay, 
- Chriſt is min& and I am his. 

Cleanſe then thy ſoul from the pollutions * f in, 
and make it a manſion fit for the reception of the 
| blefſed Jeſus, a gueſt infinitely more agreeable 
than thoſe paſſions and luſts which have ſo long ty- 
rannized in and over thee; his love will be a con- 
tinual feaſt ; his, ute is 5. and bis | Ince is 
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The Benefit and Excellence of. Humility. (15, 
O10 293074 76 ifs: ONT OS hl, 18 cl 222702 
DE not over ſollicitous what friend thouſhaſt 
D appear in thy behalf, nor what edemies 
employ their malice in giving thee uneaſineſs and 
trouble; but, let it be thy peeuliar care to keep 
God: thy friend and helper, and be ſure: to preſerve 
a good conſcience; for, lo long as that condemnt 


+ # 
3 
* 
. 
® 
1 


thee not, thou mayeſt depend ups if 
thy, friend, and aſſiſt and. bleſs thy righteous under e 

kings; and: thoſe whom he protects, no wicked- 
neſs or maliceiſhall be able to hurt. Suffer indeed 


thou may'ſt, but if thou learn to ſuffer without mur 


uring and impatience, thou ſhalt certainly ſee the 
ſalvation of God; which, tho? it may ſerm to tar 
y, yet wait for it; for he beſt knows the propet 


ſeaſon for thy deliverance, and therefore you ought 


entirely to reſt upon bis wiſe diſpoſal. Thou 
need'ſt not in the leaſt queſtion but he will deliver 
thee ; for the relieving men in diſtreſs, and wiping 
off the ſhame and reproach of his ſervants, are acts 
n which God delights to ſignalize his providence. 
But it often falls out that the doing it ſhould” be 
leterred 3 ſince the diſcovery of our: failings» by 
ther people, and the reproofs we meet with upon 
beir account, have frequently a very happy effect 


pon our minds, and render us more mode and 


gumble in our own eſteem of ourſel ves. 
Humility, is a virtue of ſo general, ſo exceeding 
good influence, that we can ſcarce purchaſe it at too 
ear a rate. Forche, who is lowly in his on eyes, 
ad ſenſible of his own failings, never thinks much 
| | 2 


n it God will be 


| to acknowledge his offences an bis neighbour, 


* 2 - > Ay the inſults of injurious men; for Godſſſ 
a 


of the humble, and will give them comfort in all 
their ſorrows. To theſe 


humble enjoys a conſtant calm in his mind, arid 
receives the reproaches and affronts of men with- 
” out much diſturbance; for he conſiders, that God, pf 


fundamental a one, that no man ht to eſ 
” himlelf a proficient in ak wen 


in the end that God will make a way for higf ? 


had enjoy'd a continual run of proſperiey. 0 
Voor is humility lefs pleaſing and agreeable toſſiu 
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and is ready to give all reaſonable ſatisfaction to 
any who have juſt cauſe to be angry with him. 
Nor does this forwardneſs to reconciliation lay him 


rges his providence with a uliar protection 
e promiſes large portionsſpert 
of his grace, and that, they who abaſe Fhemſelven 

ſhall afterwards be exalted, Luke xiv. Pfal. xxv.} 
To theſe he reveals his ſecrets, and draws them to 
himſelf with the cords of love and kindneſs. The 


and not the world, is his hope; and if his favourſrill 

be but ſecured; the reſt can be but of very littleſlatt 

account. In ſhort, this virtue is fo neceſſary, ſopret 
ken 

is not yet 

arrived to that pitch of it, which teaches him to 

_ himſelf the leaſt of all Saints, and inferior to 


REFLEXION . 


"HUMILITY is a virtue of that amiable na- 
ture, that is recommends us to the favour both 


of God and man. He who ſubmiſſively reſigns 


himſelf to the divine will, and patiently endures 
the afflictive diſpenſations of providence, will find 


eſcape, or fo order it, that his very affliftion| 
Mall be of greater advantage to him, than if heſÞult 


£ 
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ur, fimen, than it is to God. Humble merit 


| tofffure to find an advocate, while the proud boa, 


im, ter multiplies his enemies, by aſſuming to him- 
himſelf more than is his due, or at leaſt more than 
3odfſhis: neighbonrs are willing to allow him. The 
tion humble man always claims leſs than he really 


_ allfſieſerves, for fear of encroaching upon the pro- 


jonſperty of another, and of taking that to himſelf 
Wes, rhich his neighbour has a better right to. Thus 
cxv. y diſclaiming the merit of his ſervices, he of- 
n toten obtains a reward greatly beyond his expeCta- 
Theſtion, and, in his opinion, much ſuperior to his 
-andÞeſcrt. | 11 

rith-} The humble man receives a reproof as an act 
Jodipf friendſhip; and to tell him of his faults, he 
vourfrill acknowledge as a greater favour than to 
ittleFlatter him for excellencies, to which he has no 
„ ſofpretence; the firſt gives him an opportunity of 
eemftorrecting what is amiſs in himſelf, the 'other 
yetſſerves only to hide his errors from him, and to 
m toſſſet a ous value upon himſelf than he ought. 
or toÞÞleſſed are the poor in ſpirit ; for theirs is the 
Wingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are the meck ; for they 
Fa inherit the earth, 
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2 na- . 
both CH AF. III. 
ſigns | T7 
dures Of the Peace- mater. 
1 find | | 


xr high N the firſt. place, ſecure peace at home; and 
tion fl when thy own breaſt is thus compoſed, thou 
if heilt then be in a proper diſpoſition to reconcile 
| a make peace among thy -neighbours.. And 

le tes indeed, is a very 'worthy : reputable ac 
. „Dion 


- 
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= tion it brings-greater and juſter dommendation Ir 
Eo mai, and more! benefit to thoſe with whom f 
he converſes;' than wit or learning or !any''othes W 1 
*accompliſfiimenits which are ſo much adinired: And Ip 
"as every thing is fet off by its contrary; ſo here Ib. 
the maſchief of a contentious diſpoſition is uncon! Wt 

| pate” a for nothing-ean be ſo. innocent, nothing Im 
"fo well and kindly intended, but a man of this dif v 
Pofition will be ſure to put ſome ill meaning upon B 

it ; but the good naturd man will be as careful on fe 
the other hand, to gi ve every thing the beſt con · I nc 
ſtruction it is capable of. For a peaceable man hw. 
not apt to ſuſpect ill of any; but the peeviſh and vu 
uarrelſome are rack'd and tormented with a thou · m 

{nd jealous fancies, and ean neither be quiet them · cal 
ſelves, nor content to let other people be fo. They an 
are very free in ſaying what they ſhould not; and azo 
backward in doing what they ſhould; - diligent ob- ge. 
ſervers of their neighbour's-duty, and notoriouſly] 
* negligent of their own.- Whereas; in truth, our er 
E Saviour's rule ſhould always be our meaſure ; forfſſthe 
no man is fit to cenfure or correct his brother, by gte 
pulling. #he mote out of his eye, till he be effeQuallyſ*r! 
"reformed, by caſting the beam out off his own eye$*ud 
And how happy ſhould we be, how 'eaſed of de 
traction, and calumny, and cenſoriouſneſs, if none 
would take the liberty to condemn or cenſure others 
till they were firſt: qualified for that office, by 
© thorough reformation of their own manners, and 

not liable to reproof themſelves ? © 

WM bo can forbear obſerving, how manifeſtly un 
- equal we are in our dealings? Every one is ingt 
nious ar ging excuſes, and making large alloy 
luiberties be takes biinſel baff. 

it the apologies alledged by others 

Avindication? How much more juſt an 

reaſonab 
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Arsen 
reaſonable would it be, to pals a tavoutble con- 
ſtruttion upon the actions of others, and turn the 
ſeverity of bur cenſure upon our own ? If yourex=" 

pect itidulgence from others, you mult firſt Iearn 4 

bear. with your brethren, and exerciſe the good na- 
ture you expect, when ever an occaſion offers For 
men ate beſt taught by examples, and the meaſure 


we mete gives us a right to receive the ſame zgain. 


But is chis charity? Is this humility ? Far from it; 
for theſe incline us to condemn, and be angry with 
no body but ourſelves. To keep up an intimacy 
with men of goodneſs and temper, is but a very 
yulgar virtue; this is eaſy and agreeable, for every 
man naturally defires quiet and good uſage, and 
cannot help paying a reſpect to perſons who love, 
and pleaſe, and are like him. The difficulty is, 
to conduct yourſelf inoffenſively with men of rug 'Y 


ged, intractable, and fierce diſpoſitions, with thoſe 


who make little or no conſcience of what they do 
or ſay, and have no regard to truth and juſtice in 
their dealings. And he who can do this, is truly i 
great ſoul, and ſets a noble and commendable pat- 
[Hh of philoſophical, or rather of chriſtian forti- 
tude. - o HETCTEIN GG 
There are ſome men, who cheriſh peace and quiet 


I with themſelves and all the world; and there 


are other vile fort of wretches, the very revetſe k 
theſe, who delight to fiſh in troubled waters, aud 


Hare neither eaſy themſel ves, nor will ſuffer any body 


elle to be ſo; perpetually troubleſome to others, 


but much more tormenting and vexatious to the- 


ſel ves. And there is alſo a third ſort, who are nor 
barely ſatisfy'd with giving no offence, but make ir 


Icheir buſineſs to reconcile others, who are at va- 
iance; and to reſtore that peace; which they were 


never inftrumenal in diſtugying, But after all, owe 
Nums. VI. WQ 
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ria i Imitation, Book I 
life here is expoſed to perpetual miſery and con- — 
= tention ; and the utmoſt degree of peace we muſt eil 
ect to arrive at, does not conſiſt in being free bri 
= from injuries and croſſes, but in bearing them with ſen 
humility, and not being provoked to impatience, de] 
and angry reſentments. And therefore, the more 
any man hath brought himſelf to ſuffer, and the b! 
more ſubmiſſively be.bearggaffliftions and wrongs, mi 
the more calm and ſerene Bis mind will be. For, bot 
the peculiar ſatisfaction of this perſon is, that hefe 
bath gained a conqueſt over himſelf, that he is 84 
above the reach of fortune, hath the world at his 
command, is a friend of Chriſt, and an inheritor o 
the kingdom of heaven. n 
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GREAT is the advantage the peaceable man the 
has over him that is quarrelſome and contentious ; i 
hen every ching is difturb'd and in combuſtion n 

= aboutthim, he enjoys a perfect tranquillity ; the and 


afronts and abuſes put upon him by others, giv 
Him no uneaſineſs, if he is aſſured that the whole“ 
tenour of his actions will bear witneſs to his inno- 
cence. He is ſo ſenſible of the happineſs of a quietÞ 
and tranquil mind, that he would not change it fc 
All the riches and honours that this world can be 
; ftow, and is even ſurprized how men can ſet an 

thing in competition with it. 
Nor is he ſatisfied in enjoying this felicity him 
elf; but is beſt pleaſed when he can inſpire other 

with the ſame peaceable ſentiments... When he 

> Jees friends or neighbours at variance, how does he 
labour to eſtabliſh a right underſtanding betwixY 

© them? And how unſpeakable is bis delight, if 
through his means, union is effected? To con 
3 2 n eiliag 
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ul ciliate differences, to make up breaches, and to 
reel bring contending parties to an happy coalition f 
ith | ſentiments, is more delightful to him than the moſt 
ce, delicious and ſumptuous feaſt. Fay WE: 
ore. But a paſſionate, litigious, and contentious man 
thell is the very peſt and bane of ſociety. His own fa- 
26 mily live in continual fear and anxiety ; his neigh- 
or bours avoid his company; and bis friends have 
hel enough to do to make apologies for the extravas 
gancies of his fractious temper. ä 
And he not only gives uneaſineſs to all about ³⁵ſä 
him, but he is the author of his own unhappineſs. 
Every object he meets with affords ſomething to 
diſturb him; the moſt trifling things that happen 
to diſagree with his humour, ruffle and di ſcompoſe 
him; 70 that he is not only a common diſturber of 
the publick peace, but by the perverſeneſs of his 
Itemper, contributes to his own miſery. Great rea- 
rioalſon had Solomon for that expreſſion, Wrath is cruel, 
the and anger is outragious; but who is able to ſtund be- 
ore envy. Prov. xxvii. 4 And again, Make” no * 
riendſhip with an angry man, and with a furious 
man thou ſhalt not go; left thou learn his ways, ana 
get a ſnare to thy ſoul, Prov. xxii. 24. 25. "Let, 
us rather hearken to the advice of the Apoſtle, Be 
e angry and fin not; let not the ſun go down up- 
anne your wrath; neither give place to the devi, 
Egheſ. iv. 26. 000 $6. ne 
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/ Purity and Sincerity. 


*"CINCERITY and Purity are. the two 
wings by which a man ſoars above the world. 
Sincerity regards the intention, Purity the aftec- 
tions; the Eft aſꝑires and aims at a likenels to 
= God'; the latter makes us really like him. We 
ſhould find no difficulty in performing. any good 
action, if our minds were but free ftom all inten: 
pexate paſſion and defire. And this perfection of 
== #reedom we ſhould certainly attain, if, in all our 
= defigns and undertakings, we bad no other views 
E” than obedience to the will of God, and the prame- I fuf 
tion of our neighbour's: welfare. Were hut our 
minds thus fixed, and our intentions regulated, % 
every thing would wonderfully contribute to our 
edification. We ſhould ſtudy the book of nature 
= with profit, and every line in that large volume 
” would tend to our inſtruction. The ſmalleſt, and that] 
& . which. is commonly eſteem'd the moſt deſpicable 
creature, would repreſent, as in a glaſs, the good- lin 
= nels of God to us. And the reafon why: theſe in 
= things are ſeen ſo little to our edification, is, be- th 
42 = our minds are not rightly diſpoſed, to draw ca 
- thoſe profitable and practical inferences, which very I an 
naturally reſult from them. For, as colours ap- is 
= pear to our minds exactly as they are painted in the f ſti 
E eye, ſo the judgment men make of all out ward ob- ¶ ea 
Jess, depends upon the frame of the mind; and ſo 


we argue upon, and prononnce concerning them, 


as we happen to be differently affected before :I tr. 
WE a 


band. 
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If there be ſuch a thing as true pleaſure in thig 


world, che man, pure in his beart, enjoys it. And 
if there he a hell upon earth, it is found in that 
man, Who hath a guilty and polluted conſcience; * 


"* 
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As iron loſes its ruff in the fre, and becomes bright 


and fulgenty like ſire; ſo that zcal, by which we 
renounce the world, and turn entirely to God, pur 
ges away gur filth, and changes us into ne- men. 
The lukewarm. and indifferent Chriſtian grudges a 
little ahour, boggles at every difficulty, and leeks 
his ſatisfaction in worldly and external comfarts 3 
but if he ſedulouſſy applies himſelf to ſubdue his 
paſſions, and reſolutely attempts to walk in the 
way of godlineſs, the hardſhips which at firſt diſ- 
couraged him grow famillał, and at length ate 
none at all. All that God appoints him to do or 


ſuffer, becomes ſenſibhly to him an eaſy! ge aud. 


hight.' butthen, and he fiads peace and reſt to bis 
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THE peaceable man was the ſubject of the ſare- 
going chapter; in this the purity of the heart, and 
implicity of the intention are recommended; and 
indeed there 1s ſo near a relation between them, 
that they cannot well be feparated; for there 
can be no true peace in the mind, while there is 
any pollution in the confclence. The fountain that 3 
is troubled, can never yield a clear and tranſparent. 8 
ſtream; ſo where the conſcience is not quiet anfl 
ys there will be na laſting tranquillity in the "a 
ONT: TISETSS 5 TREO! 6 OH OL SER 

A man that can challenge envy, -and-defyides 
traction itſelf, to impeach the ſincerity of all bis 
actions, ſtands calm and unruffisd amidſt all the 
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pointed darts of calumny and reproach; conſcious 
= of his own integrity, he bids defiance to the ma- 
lice'of invenom'd tongues, and enjoys ſuch a hap- 
= pineſs in the ſerenity of his own mind, as is not in 
E the power of his enyious and. inſulting adverſaries, 

to deprive him of, and to which theyithemſelyes 

utter ſtrangers.) 1 oo 

This is the bleſſed ſtate of the man of a pure 
and upright heart; but how does he attain to this 
happy condition? Why, no otherwiſe than by ob- 
ſer ving an exact conformity to the will of God 3 by 
fubdutng the power of fin ; mortifying all his in. 
ordinate affections and luſts; and ſtudying the good 
and welfare of his neighbour. Thus it is, and thus 
== alone we are enabled patiently to bear affliction 
=. and reproach ; tis thus we blunt the edge of envy 
== and thus at length ſhall we obtain a glorious victo- 
ty overgthe rage and malice of unjuſt and wicked 
bperſecutors; the greater their hatred, the brighter 
will our virtue ſhine ; and their fiery violence will 
only ſerve as a file to our innocence, to make it 

© ſhine clearer in the eyes of every beholder. 
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"To brow thyſelf, is the beg knowledge. 


T is no uncommon thing, to have a mighty 
confidence in ourſelves; when alas] the want 
E both of abilities and performance is a certain proof 
both of our vanity and folly. For how ſmall is 
the proportion of our gifts, in compariſon of our 

own appreheniagns concerning them ? And how de: 
3 . 4 * . fs fe five 
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Book II. of IEsUs CHRIsT. Tg 
ſective is our wiſdom and care to uſe and improve 
even that ſmall proportion we have? The light 

that is in us ſhines but dimly; and by our neglect 

we ſuffer it to be quite extinguiſhed. We are often 7 
blind to, and inſenfible of our own infirmities; we 
ſtumble and fall, and yet fancy we ſee; we com- 

mit horrible fins; and aggravate our guilt by de- 
fending thoſe very ſins ; nay, we are ſometimes ſo 
wretchedly deluded, as even to ſanctify our wicked- 
neſs by a pretence of zeal. We are very apt, to 
cenſure the ſmalleſt faults of others; but we can 
ſeldom ſee the much greater of our own. The 
burthens and hardſhips we put upon others, ſeem 
reaſonable, eaſy, and light; but if they give us the 
leaſt and moſt trivial uneaſineſs, we preſently crx 
ON out, I bo can bear it? Whereas, would we but 
Jladge our own actions impartially, we ſhould find 
little leiſure and leſs reaſon to paſs a ſe vere and 
uncharitable ſentence upon our bret hren. 
cer This then is the method of the wiſe: and truljxß 
ſpiritual man; he employs his thoughts up him _ 
ſelf, and conſiders that this is his proper buſineſs 
and care; and is tender of other people's failings, 
from a due and humble conſciouſneſs of his W n. 
— Whatever fond opinions we may cheriſh of our 
virtue, it is certain that religious and perfect We 
are not, nor ever can be, till we examine our own 
conſciences diligently, and leave all the reſt of ths 
world to ſtand and fall by the judgment of their 
own maſter. Cenſoriouſneſs and chriſtian piety can 
never Mell together; for the fear of God would 
work us to a neglect of all things without us, and 
make us leave the judging of others to God, ad 
their own conſciences. The mind, which is not 
onverſant with itſelf, is an idle e My the 
arning in the world 15 fruitleſs iſemplay'd, 
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whilſt in che midſt of his boaſted knowledge, a; 
man continues in profound ignorance of that, which I; 
ln point both of duty and advantage, it moſt con- i; 
cerns him to know. True peace and ſatisfaction ni 
of mind can only be acquited by doing our ow" Ie 
buſineſs; and friendſhip and charity are beſt pre-. II 
ſerved by forbearing any over-buſy enquiries into by 
the conduct and reputation of our neighbours. | 
Buy withdrawing ourſelves from all worldly care, 
we give 2a certain proof of great proficience in 
goodneſs; for, by eſteeming too highly of any 
thing here below, our value for God heaven 
muſt be neceſſarily leſſened and impaited. Let no- 
thing therefore but God, and the things that be of 
God, ſeem grateful to the taſte, worthy deſiring 
or rejoicing in; and treat all that imaginary. com- 
= fort, which the creatures pretend to adminiſter, 
with the generous neglect and contempt that it Who, 
== deſerves. For a ſoul entirely devoted to the love a 
= of God, will naturally deſpiſe every thing in io 
=_— .complWWſon of him; and there is all the reaſon in 
== tre world why it ſhould do ſo, when we conſider 
et every thing elſc is frail and of ſhort conti- 
unce, empty and unſatisfactory; but that God 
& alone is eternal, omnipreſent, infinite in every ex- 
dvellenee; and therefore he is the beſt, he the only 
= comfort and true joy of the ſoul, who alone can 
fill and exceed its largeſt deſires. . 


= Know thyſelf, was a notable ſaying of 4 Graciat 
= philolopher, and founded, no doubt, upon this 

maxim, that no man will ever gain the eſteem of 
the world, who is blind to his own imperfe&ians 


For, who will put confidence in that man, who hault- 
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1 Woften'miſcarried in his affairs, by miftaking'his own 

ich Wabilities? Who will ſet any value upon the actions 

on. Hof that perſon, how worthy -foever they be, Who 

on himſelf claims greater merit from them than they 

wi really deſerve?- Self- ſufficiency is a folly we are 

re: all prone to, and yet is what we all blame. Thus, 

by aſcribing too much to ourſelves, our brighteſt 

virtues are often'obſcur'd, and our merit leſſemd by 

being over-rated, 3 | IE. Eras, 
But would we ſet our numerous imperfections a-', = 

gainſt our few excellencies;, would we compare our 
prodigious ignorance with our little knowledge'; 

our many worthleſs actions with the few deſerving. 

nes, what a ſtrange alteration ſhould we ſee in 

his different view of the ſcene! We might perhaps 

ere and there ſee the weakly ſparkle of a diamond 

limly glimmering through heaps of rubbilh 54.2 
oot or two'of grace, a ſprigg of virtue, budding "5 

n a dungbill of pollutions, combating with the 

in Fiolence je ſtormy paſſions, almoſt choaked wie 

n in She unwholſome fumes of flefhly luſts, ready: tobe 

ider Nipt with the chilling froſts of negligence” and in**. 

pont. ſdelity, or burnt up by the heat of fiery trials ang _ 

God perſecutions. eee, ee, ehm 4 

ex What js it we can them boaſt of? Have we any = 

only Excellence or virtue that never man had? Sure, 
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can ſone will be ſo vain as to affirm he has; or, that 2 1 
ere are not many who equal, and even excel hmm 

thoſe endow ments which he values himfelf moſt Zi 2 _- i 

pon. Re 1s ene + LR 4 Wy : 2 I =" 
Lay aſtde then all thy pride and vain-glor om 
ecianpink modeſtly of thy ſelf and from the Fo „„ 
_ thisÞdge of thy own weakneſs Md inability, leaf, 
m oiÞompaſſion to thy /weaktagerrios brother. 
tions, 
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The knowledge of thyfelf Will make thee diſ?!xʒ 


veg uſt thy own/frrengrh, e ſhew thee that GGG 
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Of” the Imitation Book II. 
alone ſhould be the only object of thy truſt and 
confidence; in him alone thou wilt find reſt for thy 
foul; and that he who hopes for happineſs in ano: 
ther life, muſt not expect it as the conſequence off 
his own merits, but as the purchaſe of him whoſe 
merit excels the collective worth of men and an- 


gels. 
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EHE. glory and privilege of a good man coin eſt 
ſk fiſts. in the teſtimony of a good conſcience; Th 
for his is a continual ſcaſt and triumph. It ſets, him 
Above the power of fortune, and makes the ſharpeſt 
| -afflictions not only an exerciſe of his invincible pa, 
tjience, but. a matter of undiſturbed joy to him 1 
MWMbereas neither wealth nor proſperity can prof an 
dure eaſe and content to a guilty and ſelf-condemn: 
Aug breaſt. Would'ſt thou then enjoy a ſweet and gi 
uninterrupted tranquillity, keep all at peace with 

in, and give thy own thoughts no cauſe to re ,, 
proach thee. The greateſt e take, ON it. 
promiſe ourſel ves, is either vain or dangerous, ex fo 
Ceept chat only which proceeds from a conſciouſneſſl 1, 
= of having done gur duty. The men thou ſeeſt e m 
3 gags. 7eerniriiafull of delight, are galled  avdf ob 

2 4 ung, within; they have no- inward,, NO, true CONE ba 
gh they are im full purſuit ol ba 
auth of that ſentenceſ ſo 
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tentment ; and am 
pleaſure, yet they 


and the fad effects of Jer their hearts, tha T. 
there, is ue Peace g the HET, Ita la. Nit. 21. The d. 
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may perhaps boaſt mightily of their e joy ments, 
and greatneſs ſecures them from miſery; but theſe 
gare all deluſions, and ought not to gain our aſſent, 
or provoke our enyy. We ſee not their inward 
tortures, nor are witneſſes of thoſe checks and ters 
rors, which make retirement bitter and inſupport- 
able, and haunt them in their cloſets and their beds; 
but, though we cannot now ſee, yet there is a time 
coming when we ſhall ſee an angry God breaking 
out upon them in fury; their mighty projects come 
to nothing, and all the happineſs they vainly boaſt- 
ed of, vaniſh like a dream / 
While therefore theſe men pride themſelves in 


their ſucceſſes and outward enjoyments, thou mayo 


con eſt with equal ſatisfaction entertain chy afflictions. 
175 This is indeed to fleſh and blood a hard task; but 
aun to a ſoul filled with grace and love, which knows 


pel and propoſes to itſelf no other happigeſs but God. 5 


12 nothing is impracticable, nothing diſſieult- For 
inn what is this, but to rejoice in the fatherly care 


Ploſ and affection of him, whoſe providence ordereth | 
mJ theſe ſufferings for thy good? The glory which we 


and give or receive from one another, is incùnſtant and 


foundations; it raiſes 
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put on an air of happineſs, give out that their pomp 


tranſitory; it cannot laſt long, and while it does, 8 
ſome alloy of ſorrows will ever attend and damp 
it. The good man's | ann rey upon ſtronger, 

rom within, and will laſt as 4 


\ 


of on as that innocence which occaſions it: Nay, c- ü 
i f mult laſt as long as God himſelf; for a careful” 
ay obedience to his will, and his favour and appro» - 
Co dbation which follows that obedience, are the ſolid 
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ſideratlon. Aud theſe are o very different, 10 in 
conſiſtent, chat the loye and ſincere deſires of the 
one are beſt proved by a neglect and diſeſteem of 


the other. Nay, not only the future, but the pr 


ſent happineſs is beſt ſecured, by ſecking the ap 
probation of God alone; for nothing contribute 
more to an eaſy and quiet mind, than g> diſregard 


ol the praiſe, and à contempt of the cenſures ard 
reproaches of me. . 


Nene 76 
A pure and quiet conſcience does above all things 
diſpoſe a man toſ reſt ſatisſied with hisg condition; 


but eſpecially, with regard! to the opinion of the 


world, it is highly reaſonable: he ſhould do fo, 
For, what is ahy one really the better, or the 
warſe, for What other people reports of him 


Tbeir commendations add nothing to his virtue, 


| 4 honeſty and ſincer Its; Or 8 "34 | 
wicked deſigns. - And the a+ modeſt humble 
man is always mind{ul of Men duty, and has a: 


nor! do theix reproaches and ſcandal; take any thing 
from it. Ihe man is ſtill che ſame; Nhat his own 
A crions and the judgment of God make him. This 


is dhe ſtandard of our worth and bappiieſs; neither 


more vor: leſs belongs to us, than will be found to 


* do ſo at q he laſt great account; and that Will de- 
pepd, not upon that which others haye ſuppoſed] 


ts:$0:b& but upon what we really were in this 


world. The more therefore we conſider theffùme 


ald temper bf our own minds, the leſs impreſſion 


„il che characters and reports given us by others, 
Y | make upon Us: For, God, ſeeth not as men ſee; 
they confine their obſervations to the face and 


outward appearance, but he ſearcheth and under- 


ſtands the heart; they look upon the action, and 


ferm a judgment from thence; he ſees the/ inten- 
tion, and condemns ox acquis us according to our 
pt inclinations ard 


mean 


* 


= 77 1- 


Fonſcience ;; that is proof againſt all the fiery darts 
pf the devil; is eaſy under the heavieſt load of ca- 


„* „ 
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mean opinion of his on performances. He nei- 
ther ſeeks, nor feels any great matter of comfort, 
from any of the advantages which attend well - 
doing in this world; but conſiders whom be ſerves, 
and for whoſe ſake he does it, and chektfully relies 
upon him alone, for the praiſe and reward of that 
which beſt deſerves it. When we are nat anxiouſ- 
ly concerned about the the teſtimony and cha- 
rafter Which men may give us, then may we truly 
be ſaid to have reſigned ourſelves to God, aud t 
depend upon him, with that ſtedfaſt and holy con- 
idence which becomes us. Not be that commend- 
rb himſel, (no, nor he whom others commend 
neither.) is approved, but uam the Lord commend- 


Fool. 


— 


erb, 2 Corinth. x. 18. And therefore a good man 


lays aſide, as much as may be; all concern with 
he world. His only view is to pleaſe God, whoſe i 
approbation he only defires ; and while he has this, 
and the witneſs of a good conſcience, he conſiders, © 8 
Al, outward accidents as things remote, andifes © 
reigns his main, deſign; and ſuch as ought'hob 
much to affect him. e e N 
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peace of the mind is infinitely prefera-: 

dle to all the pleaſures and gratifications of ſenſe; , 
ele are geberally attended with ſome vexation. 

ud their end is commonly bitterneſs; but nothing Ml 
an diſturk or interrupt the comforts of a good ll 


TRE 


umny and ſreproach abe ſpite and malice of en- 
V and maledictiog ; Joſt upon it; tho? the bed 


loaded with ie d ſunk. in the deepeſt dun- 
Neon, that is pe calm and ſerene; pains 
| Peu ca ſerene f 


8 2 and ; ” 


-- 
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Able us to look death undauntedly in the face; 


de ie cbrough the" eternal Spirit, | offere# imſelf | f. 


eb ix. 14. 
3 # 


ras e Imitation © Book Il 
afflictions loſe much of their impreffion where this 
is; death, in its moſt ghaſtly ſhapes, puts on an 
agreeable aſpect, when it meets with a conſcience 


gn 


I 


But woeful is the ſtate of the man who car- 
ries in his breaſt that tormenting inmate, an evil 
conſcience. If all the plagues and afffictions in 
the world were heap'd on the head of one man, “ 
the burthen would be light in compariſon with 
that inflicted by a wounded conſcience. It is not cb 
only the worſt of evils: in itſelf, but it aggta vates I 7 
every other evil that comes in the common courſe 4 
of providence. It is always reſtleſs and diſturbed; be 
it is frighten'd at a ſfiadow; it flies when no man 15 

purſues. The flatteries and ſoothing commenda- I © 
dions of friends are fo many new ſtripes upon!“ 
wounds that are! already bleeding. While he “ 
hves; he carries a hell about him; and when be ge 
dies the LorkD-have mercy on his ſoull. fa 
I chen we would enjoy that peace and tran- ry 
* gquillityof mind, which alone will make all our hi 
- aflliftions light and eaſy; which alone ean en-. 


and which alone can fortify us againft the terror If 7? 
of the day of judgment; let us, by faith, apply 
che Blood of Chriſt, who," as the Apoſtle exprel: 


Wir out ſpot to God, that he might purge your con- 
ſciences from dead works, to ſerve the living God, 
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| CH 4 p. VII. B's 
Love Feſus Chriſt above all things. 


1 reliſhes the love of Jeſus; who experien- 


ces the ſweet of this love, and can even deſpiſe 


and hate himſelf for his Saviour's ſake ! For, cho 
che love of ourſelves be the very voice of rAſon 
and nature, yet the ſame voice commands us too, 
to quit a leſs valuable friend in exchange for a 


better. And this exchange he hath made neceſ- 


fary to our obedience, by requiring us, to love 
him only, above all things. And indeed he alone 
is worthy of our love; for the objects of this 
world, which are too apt to engage our affec- 
tions, are uncertain and deceitful; 5 


and reward our love. He that places his confi- 
dence, in any temporal comfort, will one day to 
his coſt» be convinc'd of its frailty, when both 
he and it ſhall perith together; but jeſus re- 
maineth for ever. And as he 1s not liable to ac- 
Gdents himſelf, ſo neither will he ſuffer any to 


periſh, who depend upon him. Let bim along 
then be your hope, your joy, your love, whole 


friendſhip and whoſe power are everlaſting. The? 
ou ſhould be forſaken of all, yet will he ftand 


y you; nay, all things elſe will certainly for- 


OW happy is that man, who feels and 


ut Chriſt is 
faithful and eternal, and will undoubredly retarn 


lake you, but even then he will be all, and more 


* 


than · all the world to you. 7220 


In life and death then, keep cloſe and ſtedfaſt 
to him, for he in life and death will be to t 
advantage. But then his friendſhip and conſtant 
protection depend upon this condition, that 8 = 


= 


8 x 7» 


= 
* 
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only let thee fall, but pierce thee through. And E 
ſiuch a rced is mortal man, For all fleſh is graſs, ſhi 


hopes will be miſerably blaſted, or wretchedly 


9 2 
* 


Book Il. 
admit no rival into competition with him. He 
will not accept divided affections, but expects to 
reign ſupreme and ſole LORD of your hearts; 
and the only way to induce him to reſide with 
You, is co caſt out all other 1nmates, and let him 

ve your whole heart to himſelf. And indeed, 
when we come to conſider and make a juſt e- 
timate of things, whatever love or regard we 
have had to any thing but him, we ſhall find 
we have beſtowed to no purpoſe. Indulge not 
thereſore a paſſion, which can turn to no account. 
Lean not upon a broken reed, which will not 
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and all the glory thereof fiourifheth as a flower of 


The feld; the graſs withereth, and the flower Ja I. 


deth.; 1 Pet. 1. 24. And they who are enamour'd 
Wich its beauty, find at laſt: how poor and tran- 


ffery, how empty and deceitſul a. good they have 0 


let their hearts upon. Where-ever elſe, except 
in the love of Chriſt, we expect comfort, out 


diſappointed; but when our thoughts and wiſhes 
center in Jeſus, we ſhall be ſure to find what 
we look for, ſure to obtain all that we did, and 
more than we could expect. Think not to find 
ſatisfaction in thyſelf; for the better you ate ac- 
quainted with yourſelf, the leſs cauſe yon will 
find to love yourſelf; and the more.yougndulge 
this ſelf:love, the greater and more certain will 


he your ruin, Seek; then thy Lord and only Sa- 

viour; for he who bath Chriſt, poſſeſſes alb 
things; and be who neglects him, hurts himſelf þ 
more than all the enemies, nay, than all this Þ! 


world, and all the powers of hell could poſſibly 
hurt him. e 00:50 
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Wur once a man is aſſured of his intereſt in 
the love of Chriſt, and experienoes the ſenſihle ef- 


ed, Ifects of it in his own foul, how taſteleſs, how 

el- eſs are all the pleaſures and gratifications: which 
we this world can promiſe him! He lives as it were in 
ind ea ven, and has a ſweet foretaſt of that ecſtatick 
not bliſs, which the ſaints and angels do, and for ever 
nt. will enjoy in the immediate preſence of the bleſſed 


not Neſus in the immortal manſions above. 

ind He that duly confiders what Chriſt has done for 

aſs, Him, muſt be the moſt ungrateful wretch that ever 

of ſpwo'd a rational Being, if he can deſpiſe and under- 

7a ralue ſuch love. He ſet no price on his own life, 

rd put willingly ſuffer d an ignominious death, to Fs 
an- ew the tranſcendant love he had for us. Ang en |. 
ave ſe be inſenſible of ſo much affection? Does Bis IM 
ept Weep concern for our eternal welfare demand no re- bt 
our Furts of love and duty to him? Why did be thew 

diy his infinite condeſcenſion towards man, but to Ha- 

hes pifeſt how deſirous he was of opening an intercourſe 

dat nd correſpondence; with him ? And is it poſſible 

and at we fhould not be pleaſed with ſuch divine 

find omplacence? If a man in a low circumſtance of 

ac- life is honoured with the preſence of ſome great 

will Perſonage in his humble cottage; will he refufe 


ge e honour, and turn his great and generous patzen 
will Pat of doors? Surely no. He will rather ſtudy in 
Sa- Irhat manner he fhall entertain him ſuitable tohis 
all ank and dignity. Does Jeſus invite himſelf to be 
elf ay gueſt, and canſt thou put ſuch an affront upon 
this im, as to ſhut the door of thy heart againſt him 


bly Poes he deſire to converſe familiarly with tliee and 
ilt thou ſcorufully turn thy back upon him 
N | 8 » > Pet; WR 
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| O love Jeſus above all things; and indeed if thoy 

loveſt any thing above him, thou loveſt him not at 
all. Thou canſt not divide thy affections between 
him and the world. He has all the charms tha 
can make him deſirable, all the perfections tha 
can make thee bappy's whatever really deſerve; 
thy eſteem, thouwilt ſoon ſeein him, if thou wilt bu 
carefully peruſe. the picture which is drawn of hin 


in the volume of his holy word. 
1 1 : 7 pe . 
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asd comfort, nothing is hard to do, nothin 


= grievous to ſuffer ;| but happineſs and perfect pea is 


--dwell and reign in my breaſt; but the moment qr 
_ -abſents himſelf, all my ſupports fail me, all mi bl 
faculties are diſabled, and every difficulty is inſuſſ an 
perable, and every croſs inſupportable. The con H 
lolations of this world affect me not, nor give n ou 
any ſolid joy, while he continues ſilent; but I pl 
bim ſpeak one ſingle word of comfort to my ſoulſ ed 


Aud he is gay in the midſt of diſtreſſes. Thulf th 


Mary roſe immediately, and wiped: away ba a 


tears, when ſhe heard that Chriſt her dear Maſteſ co 


was coming, And happy ſure ſhe was, and happy: 
every mortal in this vale of tears, whom Jeſus calls 
for whom be calls and commands to come to hi 
he calls from grief and mourning to true ſolid joj 
Ho flat and taſteleſs, how harſh and difagreeabl 
is all welare, and all we have, without this by 
. Ee e 
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venly Comforter! how empty and deceitful all 
thoſe wiſhes and deſires, which, are placed upon any 
other object! Their proffer d gain is 1nfinitely to our 
loſs; a loſs greater and more wrecoverablez than if 
we loſt the whole world. For could we gain the 
whole world with the loſs of him, it were à fooliſn 
and moſt woeful exchange. And what indeed is 
all the world without him? To be deprived of 
this one friend, is more bitter than death; to en- 
joy and poſſeſs him, the only happineſs of life. 
His friendſhip is a ſufficient ſecurity againſt a 
whole world of enemies; a treaſure more valu- 
able than all the riches of the univerſe, He who ' 
finds this, hath more than both the Indies; and he 
who loſes it, loſes more than can, be expreſs'd. 
But what do I talk of more! he. loſes all. For, to 
loſe the only true riches, is poverty indeed ; 
poverty in the worſt ſenſe. e ee 
dsc all: ſufficient, ſo deligthful, ſo heavenly ſweet 
© is the company of jeſus] But every man is not 
qualified to receive ſo precious, ſo invaluable a 
bleſſing; for it requires the utmoſt care, and skill, 
and wiſdom, to be fit for ſo high an enjoyment. 
Humility and charity muſt make and keep him 
ours; piety. and peace are the diſpoſitions: he is 
pleaſed with. Sin, and paſſion, and earthly mind- 
edneſs, will drive him away. And if he leaves 
thee, where, wretched man, where wilt thou find 
a friend? Without a friend thou canſt not live in 
comfort; and if he be not thy only friend, thou 
art indeed deſolate and ſorlorn. O conſider then, 
how miſerable thou makeſt chyſelf, by fixing thy 
confidence, or placing thy joy, in any other. Fr 
better were it, that that the whole world ſhould -- 
bend their utmoſt malice againſt thee, than his 
one friend be provoked 8 thee. If therefore. © 
tg | - | 
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- relatiobs. and acquaintance are dear, yet beware 


Saviour. Remember; they are dear for his ſake, 


ſon, Have a right to be loved for the ſake of on 
An kim alone- it-dwels-originally, inherencly, in 


From bim, the emanation of that univerſal and 


and all perſons of. virtue ant merit, laud, and 
 -admizc3oandolovecthe graces f Chriſt. 


wih the pleaſures of His ce fat ion q but thou 


© 
UL 


excellence, becauſe: all excellence is his; none 
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that none be ſo in compariſon. with thy God and 


but he for his own; for this is the peculiar pre. 
rogative of Chritt, chat enemies as well as friend 
mult. both have a ſnlare in thy affections for hi 
ſalte. Thou muſt forgive and love, pity and 
pray for all mankind, becauſe he loves them all 
and cit Jdhould be the earneſt defire of our ſouls 
chat ul may know, and be ſenſible of his love, 
and make ſome ſuitable returns for ſuch wonder 
ful goodneſs. But neither we nor any other per 


wn ſelves; for the foundation of love is excel 
lence and goodneſs; and this is all from God 


dependently; and what proportion ſoever of exif 
cellence any creature hath, it is entirely derived 


Inexhauftible ſource. And therefore none but he 
has à right to command our love for bis ung 


butthe{is+to: be loved aboye all others, becauſe 
he neicher hath, nor can have any equal. Be not 
Ambitus then of the praiſe or love of men, foi 
Praiſe and love belong peculiarly to God; noa 
lavithly@beſtow- theſe on others, but in chyſeli ſer 


= 


aochring eben to thy Lokp ua clean Wd upright 
hurt, Are from the ſordid affections of the» world; 
Tatrbeu may'it be entirely bis, and delight thy felt 


tautbikdu eve: che world, and comò to him; with 
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put the prevention and affiftatice . of his grace. 
This only can exalt thy deſires, and draw and 
charm thy heart with the beauties of divine love. 
For man can do all things through Chrift, that 
frengtheus bim; Phil. iv. but if that aſſiſtance he 
ithdrayn, he is blind and naked, deſtitute and 
elpleſs, full of confuſion and torment; ox ra- 
her, he is all confuſion, he is weakneſs and im 
potence itſelf. And if ſometime thou feel an in- 
vard ſcourge, let not thy melanchohy thoughts 
eject or drive thee to def er; for ſpiritual Joys 


nd comforts are ſown in tears; and patience brings 


orth plentifol and perfect fruits of righteouſneſs 


ſnd peace. If theſe ſorrows proceed from a con- 


ſideration of thy own fins and infirmities,” indulge 
he holy grief, and lament, as becomes à ſerious 


Fenitent, thy own unworthineſs, and former mi- 


ſery. If adverſities, inflicted by the hand of pro- 
idence, afflict thee, ſupport thyſelf with the con- 
ſolations of à good copſcience; and be aſſuredʒ 
that ſufferipg, if it advances' thy Maſter's honeur, 
ili end in glory and advantage to thyſelf. But 
onfider, that, in either cafe, the trouble cannot 
de long; for theſe gloomy intervals of ſadneſs 
will as certainly, as e be followed witk 
Inward peace and joy, as ſummer ſucceeds win- 
er, and ſtorms are huſhed into a profound calm.” 
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Ir. Fefes is thine, thou haſt more than all hd 


world can give thee; if be is pleaſed to eömmi 


icate himfelf to thee in the ſweet i ffuences of 
's Holy Spirit, thou wilt have no reli bp alt 


he joys and gratifications of ſenſe j if, YH t hy. . © if 


nend, chou peedeſt not feat the greateſt * 
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lary upon earth. From him thou wilt receive ſuch 
comforts and conſolations as the men of the world 
are abſolute ſtrangers to. 


- 


By the ſtrength and power which thou receive 


from a cloſe intimacy and converſe with the bleſſed 
Jeſus, thou art enabled to conquer the greateſt dit- 
ficultics, to ſupport the heavieſt afflictions, to la. 
bour through the cares, vexations, and diſappoint: 
ments of this life, with eaſe and ſatisfaction, and 
to look death in the face without terror or ſur: 
prize. THe ES | 

When Chriſt reveals himſelf, in all his lovely 
perfections to our fouls, how deſpicable in our eyes 
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are all the riches and grandeur of the Great! Am- 


bition loſes its wings, covetouſneſs has no longer a 
temptation, pride ſinks into humility, yolupruoul- 
' nels is changed from a carnal and ſenſual into a 


divine delight, and the pleaſures and gayeties of 
this world are metamorphos'd into a ſpiritual enter . 


tainment, where Jeſus himſelf is the Maſter of the 
feaſt, and the chief gueſt at table; here the thirſty 
and hungry ſoul ſatisfies its moſt craving appetite 
wich all che delicacies that heaven itſelf can provide, 
—_— as are exactly ſuited to the nature of its 
being. en 5 1 
But how, will the gious ſoul fay, ſhall I attain 
to this high felicity ? Will the ever-blefſed Jeſus 
deign to viſit ſuch a poor ſinful wretch as Iam ;.or 
condeſcend to make ſuch a polluted habitation as 
mine the place of his refidence? Yes; for he de: 
lights to dwall with the man of an humble. and 
contrite ſpirit, There only wants thy willingne)s 
to receive him into thy heart; for he is always rea: 
Ay, upon the firſt call, to enter. Let the Wanſion 
be prepared fit for the reception of this heavenly 


Mor, and thou, wilt ſoen ſee him approach e 


cloathed 
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doathed with love, attended with the graces of 
,orldflmercy and good will, affability in his countenance, 


nd offering thee everlaſting crowns and garlands 


iveſtflthat ſhall never fade, with his right hand; and with * 


eſſed(ſhis left ſtretched out for thy ſupport and affiſtance, 
dil Ito carry thee through this vale of tears, till thou 
o la. malt arrive fafe at thoſe manſions of bliſs,” which 
oint . are immortal and eternal, where thou ſhalt enjoy 
andſſhis beatifying preſence, worlds without end. 
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The diſconſe olate State. 


is pleaſed to ſupply. their place with ſpi- 


we are not much to wonder, I the ſoul preſerve its 


00 temper, and bear up manfully under ſuch circum- 
ide, I ſtances. But when the world and God both frown 


F it; upon us, then to bear ſuch deſertion with patience, 


not charge God fooliſhly, nor partially acquit our- 
ſelves; this is truely virtue and ien the 
very excellence and perfection of an humble and 
de. ſubmiſſive mind. Who that ſeriouſly conſiders,” can 
forbear rejoicing, while the chearful light of God's 


rea be To wretchedly fooliſh as to think much of his 


and convince him that he does not ſerve God for 


hed "5. 


HEN all human comforts fail us, if God | 


ch ritual and heavenly, which are infinitely better; 


and be content to be abandoned of all our . for 
his glory; then to confeſs our unworthineſs, and 


countenance ſhines bright about him? Who can 
ſervice, when bounty and bleſlings reward his pains, © 


bought ? This is the happy feaſon, which every 
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man deſires and triumphs in. Smooth and plealan 
is the paſſage of that man, W Hom the grace of Gd 
conducts and carries through this troubleſome world.. 
Nor tan we think it ſtrange, that he ſhould not feel 
the weight of his burthen, who is ſtrengthen'd and 
ſupported by Almighty power, and led through 
difficulties and dangers by the Captain of his. ſalya: 
It is natural for us to lay, faſt hold of any thing 
that may give us eaſe; and it is hard for a man to 


© » diveſt hunſelf of carnal affections ;; ſo that, before 
our paſſions be effectually ſubdued, and our delight, 
and hope fix'd entirgly upon God, we muſt under. It , 


go many and frequent conflicts; and yet without 
this our peace. and quiet is not to be purchaſed. ; 
For ſo long as a man truſts in his own ſtrength, 
e is eaſily turn'd aſide to worldly comferts, and 
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taſtes little ſati faction but what afiſes from\ ſack, 
But he whoſe ſoul is filled with God and goodneſs, 
takes no delight in ſenſual enjoyments, bur finds 2 
pPleaſure in the ſeverer exerciſes of virtue and deve 

tien;” and has even delight in che difficulti es he un- 
© Yerpocs bor Chris ade. 
- < Ifthen God ſhed down ſpiritual” comforts from 
: _ above; entertain the Precious pifts with®humility 
And thanks Hm ds OR effect and reward 
of grace, by imagining it is your due, or valuing 
* it. Rejoice in the bleſſing; but 
bare to receive it with gratitude” let it not 
6 make thee jpſolent and vain, or ſwell thee into 
eie eyes or contempt of thy weaket brethren; ou 
bio the more thou hiftTeceiyed, the greater let thy ſhim 
Nacdeſty bez and the more thy fear, thy dlligence ſh; 
Ack watehtfalteſs,: that thou abuſe fot fuch gra 
cos” Hberality. For comfort/ and gladneſs will 
Fot laſt always; a claud Will throw its ſhade, and 
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hook II. of Jes US CHRIST. 137. 
terrupt the chearful beams of the Sun of righte- 
hſneſs. Temptations will certainly attack thee 3 
Jad therefore, when theſe fall hard and pear ler 
atience and humility, not hopeleſs deſpondency, 
x the happy effect of ſuch oppreſſions. The 
arpneſs of thy ſufferings muſt increaſe thy truſt, 
Joflame thy zeal and devotions; and feryent prayer 
the proper weapon againſt the attacks of our ſpi- 
Fitual adverſary, For thou muſt not think that 
natters are deſperate ; he who took away his ſup- 
e Ports, withdraws them only for a ſeaſon, and to 
oſe who ſeek them with holy perſeverance, will 
a proper (that is, at his own) time, reſtore 
hem again with advantage. This is an uſual thing 
rih God. The Prophets and Saints of old have 
l obtained their crowns, by the ſame rough way 
f grief and deſertion. Nor muſt we imagine, that 
heſe diſconfolate and gloomy intervals are the ef- 
ects of God's anger and final rejection of us. 
Obſerve how eminent an inſtance of theſe changes 
e have in David, the man after God's own hearts - 
hen the race and favour of God was lifted. up 
Pon him, his mind was exalted proportionably: 
rom my proſperity, I ſaid, I ſhall never be caſt doun, 
ity Pen, Lord, of thy goodneſs, haſt made my bill ſo. 
vard Wrong, Pf. xxx. 6. But when this favour was withs. 
we rawa, he acknowledges the conſequence: of it, 
but Bamely, the deep and heavy impreſſion it made 
not pon his ſpirits, Thou didſt turn Thy Face from mes. 
into ud I was troubled, verſe 7. But yet this trouble, 
ren; tough exceeding ſharp and ſevere, did not H 
thy im into defpair. His remedy was prayer, Then 
ence ed I unto thee, O Lord, 85 got me to my Lords 
gta. ebe humbly, verſe 8. And how ſucceſsful” this 
win pucation proved, himſelf declares, The Lord 
and ard me,; and had mercy upon me; thou hoſt turned e 
nter Noz, VII. T 1 m : | 


mn 
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my: mourning into dancing, thou baſt put off m 
Ak lab, and girded me with gladueſs, Pſal. xxx, 
To, 11. Now, if thele ſorrows were the portia 
of thoſe bright patterns of piety.; if Goch dea 
beloved children and moſt faithful ſervants; hay 
not always enjoy'd his propitious ſmiles; if men d 
ſo exalted virtue were yet differently affected by 
the different diſpenſations of providence towar 
them; what are we poor, weak, worthleſs wretche; 
that we ſhould expect to be exempted from troy 
bles? What is our zeal in compariſon of their 
that we ſhould hope to have it always fervent, al 
Ways lively? Whac "have we done to confine th 
kindly jinfſuences of that Spirit, and ſecure them al 
ways to ourſelves, which even to thoſe that uſe an 
improve it belt, goes and comes, and blows on 
here and when it liſteth? John iii. 8. And there 
fore Fob takes notice of it, as what is common 
all mankind, that God does not ſo magnify, or 1s 
his heart upon any one among them, but that k 
"w1ftts him every Morning, and tries him every moment 
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ä 
In What then can we ſafely confide, except in th 
grace and mercy of God only? All other comfortei 
are miſerable. The converſe and exhortation 9 
religious men, the tender and affectionate advice d 
dear and faithful friends, the entertainment of good 
Jooks, the moving ſtrains of pious eloquence, thi 

. heavenly raptures and of pſalms and hymns, 4 
theſe yield but very poor and flender relief, G 
hate the anguiſh of our minds, or but ſo. much 
divert and to deceive our pain; if God withdr: 

His conſolations, and leave us to the. deſolate 0 
melapcholly condition of merely human belp 
ben, as ourlaſt and beſt refuge, let us fly to Gal 
humble ourſelyes under his mighty hand; Fug 
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ear, What He lays. upon us; confeſs his goodnefs 
ven in our ſuffetings; and be content to ſuffer ftill, 
o long as HE ſees” fſt; for be aſſured, he will not 
ontinue bis diſpleaſure for ever, but will in due 
me re vive che contrite, and exalt the humble. 
I never did, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
beet with any remarkably. good man, who had not, 
t ſome time or other, fallen into theſe diſcomforts, 
1d languiſſied under the apptehenſion of God's 
{pleaſure of the abatement and luke warmnefſs of 
is own Zeal.” Nor was it ever deſigned, that any 
an in tf life ſhould attain to ſo exalted a fate 
f holineſs; and abſolute ſafety, às not to be ſome- 


mes temptedz—which however happens e 


rent times; för fome have their trials in t be- 
inning of their converfion, Which are reſerved for 
thers, till they come to greater degrees of ſtrength 
d perfection. It ſeems, the ſublime and rapturdus 
ontemplations of God are à bleſſing too precious 
x thoſe, who have not firſt” endured ſome trouble 
mind, to qualify them for ſo excellent a reward,” 
Fell then may we rejoice in theſe temptations, 
hich are ordäàined certain forerunners of more. 
bundant grace, and undoubted figns of thoſe un- 
deakable conſolations and delights, which are re- 
ved for them who have approved themſelves. 
uthful. For not to him who engages not in the 
ght, but te him that overcometh by . ſtriving. cou- 
coufly, und eh durvrh bo te Ent will [ ite fo 
/ the tree of life, Rev. il 77. 
Moft wiſely theref6re are theſe viciſfitudes of g 
dperity and adverſity appointed for the improve: 
ent of our piety and virtue. Were troubles: 


ktefore God ſoftens and rewards them with inward 
Id heaveply comforts, that ſo, by the affltance of 
ho T 2 | 
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thout interruption; no fleſhi could be fabed; and 
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his grace, and encouraged by bis faybur, we my 
be able to ſuſtain the moſt ſevere. and ſharpel 
trials. But, were that grace. and favour withou 
intermiſhon too, we ſhould be immoderately er 
alted with our performances, and impute the blel 
ſings of God to our own merit. And therefore the 
returns of affliction, and ſpiritual deſertion, are ver 
proper, to prevent or check our pride. They con 
vince us, that how much ſoever we may value our 
ſelves, yet we are not ſo perfect, but that we de 
ſerve to ſuffer; and that the good which we receive 
we receive it not as due to us, but of liberality and 
free grace. Think not that the devil ever ſleep 
he is always watching for an opportunity to aflault 
and work thee miſchief. The fleſh is not quit 
mortified, nor its appetites and paſſions ſo much it 
ſubjection, but that every freſh object will awake: 
them into luſt. - e thou therefore awake too, ant 
be always ready i ſome new conflict: Speak 0 
peace to thyſelß when. beſet on every fide with 
numerous and reſtleſs enemies; for ſad indeed i 
thy caſe; if their violence be ſuffered rgghear the 

doyn, or their ſubtle and wakeful malice ſurprin 
— 5..." W. 
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-* IT js very poſſible, that a man, from his on 
© reaſoning; and. philoſophical meditations, may b. 

able ta fuppoft the common evils of this life wit! 
a tolerable grace; he will more eaſily and cheat 


fully bear them if he is blefſed with the ſacred it 
luences and divine comforts of the Holy Spirit 
But that man who wants the ſupports of philoſc 


phy, and at the ſame time apprehends himſelf u 
ger the diſpleaſure of his Maker, and yet hop 
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even againſt hope, and is firmly perſuaded, that 
the Almighty deſerts him only 28 a time, to an- 
ſwer ſome great purpoſe of his providence; if wWe 
mark the end of that man, we ſhall find it conclude 
in peace and joy unſpeakable and full of glory: 
God may afflict us with the loſs of ſome intimate 
friend, or dear relation, in whom we took great 
delight, and promis'd ourſelves abundance of fu- 
ture happineſs: What then? muſt we utterly de- 
ſpond, as if heaven had nothing in reſerve to make 
us an equivalent for ſuch a loſs? Remember we 
the caſe of good old Facob; Foſeph is not, and Si- 
meon is not, ſays the diſconſolate deſponding Pa- 
triarch, and ye will take Benjamin away ; all theſe 
things are againſt me. But What was the conſe- 
quence ? Why, by the very means which Jacob“ 
thought he was about to be reduc'd to the extremeſt 
miſery, God was working diifffor him the greateſt 
happineſs he deſired in this i namely, the fight: 
of Foſeph, and the high ſtatid to which he Was 
advance. „ in 
Remember alſo the caſe of holy Dauid, who! 
was often under à ſpiritual deſertion, yet never 
ſuffer d his faith to let go its hold in the promiſes 
and faithfulneſs of God; and of Jeb, who, tho he 
had an uncommon meaſure of afflictions dealt ta 
him, yet abates nothing of his confidence in the 
goodneſs and mercy of God, bears all with an Ins 
imitable patience, and with a reſolution be ng 
that confidence, cries out, Tho® be ill mne, yet iI 
It ia dime: d a 
Tribulation and- aflition are the uſual, means 


141. 


by which God takes off our affeQions from the J 
things of this world, purges us from the corruptionus 


of ſenſe, and brings us near to himſelf. Who chen. 
that has any eſteem far the love and favour of * _— 
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Tui chen were Epicuriſm indeed, were this to be 
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that has any regard for the peace, comfort, and 


welfare of his own ſoul; will think much to bear 
ſome troubles and afflictions, which are but rrink- 

ry, and of ſhort coritinuarice, When he conſiders, 
with the Apoſtle, that our light affliction, which js 
Zul for a moment, ' worketh for us a' far more tx- 
ceedinng and eternal weight of glory; 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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＋ N is Born to \fFouble as the par fr fy up. 
VE ward; Job v. 7. and would'ſt thou be ex- 
empted from the common condition of na- 
kure, by hoping to excuſed from labour and fut- 


Iy to patience, as a moſt neceſſary virtue; and learn 


tolbear the croſs, as being allotted thee by thy 


Creaton For xhis will much better become # ſin- 
ful creature, than to depend upon comforts, which 
cdu de ſerveſt not; and delights which thou haſt no 
ght unto. Could even the worldly- minded be ſe- 
we of ſpiritual joys without interruption; he could 


| not, even upon his own | rinciple, but be paffiona- 


0 d of them, as affording more: ſubſtantial ſa- 
tien, than all eterfial and ſenſual delight. For 


what compariſon can there be between thoſe plea · 


fares: whick are accompanied with ſhame, or de- 
ceit; und thoſe which are ſolid and durable, void 


of reproach and indecency, the fruits of virtue, and 
thettpecad gift of God to pure and heavenly ſouls? 
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attained and preſerved by any the moſt aſſiduous 
and diligent care of ours. But that which renders 
even theſe joys leſs ſenſible, and leſs eagerly deſir- 
ed, is, that they are the free gift of God, who both 
gives and withdraws them as himſelf ſees fir, and 
ſy ſuſpends the happineſs they bring, by 
long and ſevere trials. For we are in a ſtate © 
continual diſcipline and warfare, and we muſt ex- 


pect that our conflicts will return very thick upon 


us, ſo long as we remain in ſuch a ſtate. 


* 


Nor do theſe difficulties proceed from the malice 
of our enemies only, but we ourſelves contribute 


to our own miſery, and obſtruct the more liberal 
communications of di vine grage and comfort, by 


aſſuming a miſtaken freedom, And extravagant con- 
ceits of our own ſtrength and goodneſs. The boun- 
ty of God is wonderful, who ſupports us with the 
ſecret conſolations of his Spirit; but the folly of 
man is unaccountable, who does not diſcern, and 
thankfully acknowledge, that all his ability to do 
well is given him by a higher power. If then the 
gifts of heaven are diſtributed to us more {paroogey 
than we wiſh or expect, we make them ſtill lets, 


by not being duly qualified to receive them: And 


qualify'd we cannot be, while ungrateful to the 
Author of them, and negligent to improve all we" 


receive to the praiſe and. honour of the Giver.” For 


he who hath and makes a good uſe of grace, does by 


that very act incline God to give more. And from 
the proud unthankful neglecters of the favour, eyen- 


what they had is taken away, and added tothe 


portion of the humble and diligent; thoſe Who are 
duly ſenſible, from whom, and to what purpoſes, 


: 


it is given them. 


Ss £3 


I. would, not chuſe that conſolation that taketh 
from me compunction for my fins, nor would 
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144 _ Of the Initation Book II. 
have my ſpiritual comforts, at the expence of my 
bumility. No, let me always be poſſeſſed of a 
ꝓenitent and contrite ſpirit, and may I ever fo be 
the favourite of heaven, as never to forget that [ 
am chief of ſinners. Knowledge in the ſublime 
and glorious myſteries of the chriſtian faith, and 
tayiſhing contemplations of God and a future ſtate, 
are moſt deſirable advantages; but I would ſtill 
prefer charity which ene before the higheſt in- 
tellectual perfections of that knowledge which puffeth 
1p, 1 Cor. viii. 1. For every thing which is high, 
is not therefore holy. Many meats are agreeable 
to the palate, which are not conducive to health; 
and thoſe gifts, whiſh we chiefly eſteem, do not al- 

mays recommend us moſt to God. Thoſe ſpiritual 

advantages are certainly beſt for us, which increaſe 
our modeſty, and awaken our caution, and diſpoſe 
us, to ſuſpect, and deny ourſelves. And therefore 
It. is an argument of wiſdom in God, to recal his 
fs ſometimes, as well as an evidence of his good- 
nels, to beſtow them at others; that by the loſs of 
What we had, we may experimentally find our own 

* ampotence and frailty, confeſs and be ſenſible of 
our wants; and know to whom the whole glory of 
all that is excellent in us, does moſt juſtly belong. 
Render therefore to God the things that are God's, 
and take to thyſelf what is properly thy own: To 
him give the thanks that are due for his graces, 
nay, for the very power of uſing them aright; and 
take to thyſelf the ſhame and condemnation of 
Having uſed them no better: And know, that to 
him only belongs the honour for all that thou haſt 
done well; and to thee only the blame and juſt 
puniſhment for all thou haſt done amils. » 

Sit down in the loweſt place, and then ſhalt. 

thou with honour be preferred to the higheſt; 
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the xiv. for the loftier the building, the deeper 
muſt the foundation be laid. The higheſt in God's 
ſfteem are meaneſt in their own; and their excel- 
Jence conſiſts in the meekneſs and truth, not in the 
pomp admir'd of men. Te repoſing our hope and 
onfidence in God alone, is the moſt effectual way 
o prevent our vanity and inſolence; and the aſcrib- 
ng to him all our virtues and attainments, is in- 
onſiſtent with coveting the praiſe of men. For 
he main concern of ſuch * * is, to have their 


actions approved by God only; they labour to ad- 
ance his glory, as the chief and only thing, which 
ought to be magnified or valued in all that is pious 
ind commendable, in themſels and every good 


an. 5 Ark. . S: LEY 

Regeive then a little with due ſenſe of gratitude, 
hus thou ' ſhalt obtain more. The gifts, which 
others eſteem moſt trifling and contemptible, con- 
ſider thou as the gifts of God, and let this raiſe 
their value in thy eſteem. For indeed every thing 
ought to be eſteemed, which is a mark of his fa- 
our, who is the ſupreme Lord of all. Even 

ripes and puniſhments from his hand ſhould” be, 
not only patiently ſubmitted to, but be thank- 
fully received; fince his rod is intended for our 
good, and every diſpenſation of his providence has 
lome proſitable and wiſe deſign. If then thou haſt 
any value for the grace of God, and deſire to keep 
it, be chankful when he gives it; be religned'and 
patient hen he takes it away; pray fèer Veni and 
frequently for the returns of his favour, and let hot 
thy own pride or careleſsneſs provoke him to with 
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pee or hope that the 


vet, even theſe, if put to a right uſe, are produc 
tive of, much good and. ſpiritual advantage to our 


ſhall we not receive evi]? Job ii. 8. In every cit 
cumſtance of life, how afflictive and ſevere ſoevet 
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No man can be in love with affliction; on th A 
contrary, tis natural to fly from it, and to embrace! 
comfort and conſolation, in whatever ſhape it ap 
pears to us. But ſince we are liable, by the un al 


texable laws of nature, to troubles and vexations e 


ſoul ;. Do ue receive good at the hands r God, and 


it may be, we mag ſtill find ſomething to exerciſi 
our gratitude eee to God. = 
But the man who is bleſſed with the inward con: 
N of the Holy Spirit, has the greateſt res. 
on for praiſe. and, thankfulneſs; for he has that 
Which makes abundant amends for the loſs and 


failure of. all: worldly ſatisfactions and ſenſual plea 
ſures. The giſts of divine grace are ſuxely prefer 


able to the gifts of fortune 5- nay, there can be no 


- compariſon-betwixt them, any more than there it 


betwirt the joys of heaven, and the /ſhort-liv'd 


- rxanficory; delights of che fool's paradife. 


But et e are to obſerve.g.due mean in our ſpi 


- -mitual. comforts 41 when; we are favout'd with theſſſ*i 
ere AE beneficent Creator, we are not uit 


{ rget. kh: VS fare; his creatures; we are to re- rt 
member, aatiall his benefits to us are of his ure pl 
gra N and fayour; that we have merited not ing { 


at his hands ; and.therefore, inſtead of being ex: 


* alted ove meaſure, it ſhould miniſter an occaſios 


for our humiliation ; we ſhould confeſs our own fil 
unworthineſs, and the little reaſon we had to e. 
great God of heaven ard 


9 * earth 
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arth would ever condeſcend to communicate him- 
elf in ſo friendly a manner to ſuch wretched, fin- 
ul, and polluted creatures as we are. 
And has our gracious God been thus bountiful to 
s Has he given us any meaſures or degrees of his 
grace? And can we be guilty of ſo much baſeneſs 


ap-. Prac. b , | f 
nal Nd ingratitude, as to reject the tender offers of his 


ove? Or thall we not rather exert all the powers 
ud faculties of our ſouls and bodies, in endeavours, 
o make ſome ſuitable returns for the wonderful 
onde ſcending goodneſs and affectionate concern 
hat he has manifeſted for our eternal welfare? 
t us then thankfully receive every portion of his 
race, and improve it to the amendment of our 
ves, if we expect that the grace which he Has 


Peſtowed upon us, ſhould not be in van. 
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$f ANV we find who are mightily defitons 
(pil V of Chriſt's heavenly kingdom, afjd Sager of 
theſfeigning with him there; but ow few are in love 
ot to ich his croſs, and content to fuffer with him upon 
0 re. th? The graces and ſweet confolieiakiref hip . of 
ure pirit charmand draw us, but afflictions drive us 
hing way from him. When he invites men to fit down 
ex his table; how thick and faſt do the gueſts come . _ "il 
aliohfowding in! but if he calls us after him into the.” 
filderneſs, to faſt and ray with him, he calls in 1 
ain, andigbes alone. The breaking of Bread is 
greeaBle Enough to ud but we have no inclinations 4 
* 2 o 
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to drink of his bitter cup. We read the hiſtory fff ;r 
His life, and peruſe his miraeles with reverence andi n 
delight, for theſe were full of mercy and relief . a 
vvretched men; but when we read the tragical rela fo 
tion of his dolorous paſſion, and bitter death, v, ſa 
either ſhut our books, or read the melancholy ſtorjſ ſa 
Wich coldneſs and unconcern. We can ſcarce perf ar 
ſuadle ourſelyes, that in this part be hath left us aff g: 
"example, that we ſbould Follow his fleps, 1 Pet. iii a 
21. Such was the behaviour, not of the multitudeſ oi 
only, but of bis own diſciples too heretofore, wh m 
join't in his Hoſanna's, and were overjoy'd at higf w 
preaching; but when he was apprehended, an G 
treated as a malefaQor, all /or/ook u] ang fea ha 
2 Matt. XXI. John Xviii. And ſuch 1s {till the beha WI 
viour of all thoſe Chriſtians who ſerve him cheartuyY an 
"ty, while things go well with them, and bleſs and 
5 magnify his mercy, ſo long as they taſte his good 
-nefs; but ſhrink at the approach of afflictions, and 
I he hide the chearful brightneſs of his face, fa 
into wretched dejections and deſpondency of mind 
and are provoked to impatience and Farin me 
Z; Ä ̃ a ]⏑— - 
Methinks we might find many and powertu 
"harms and engagements, which ſhould unite of 
*1anls and affections to the bleſſed Feſus,) from w 
be is in himſelf, not from what he is to u; wid 
out confideting our private intereſt, and Ae 
Aagtages we receive from bim. Ibis, would co 
Ae root us faſt in dove, and praiſe, and gra 
fue; this would put it: out of che power of 0 
ad calamities, or in ward anxieties ofs.mind, i 
"4 hake or diver t us. hen ſfould We, Wi | thoſe ho 
men, even think it good, and thank God. tha 
= e trouble, and reſolve. that. thoug 
mk he Aud ſlay ut, yet. wopld. we ftill delight, 4 
"Ih 5 , ; * 
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truſt in him. O! Could we but once conquer this 
mercenary diſpoſition in us of propoſing intereſt 
and gain in all we do, and love our Bleſſed Lord 
for his own ſake, how noble would be the fruits of 
ſo generous a principle? And indeed, how can we 
ſay we love him, when we only love ourlelves; 
and pay obedience to his commands, not out of re- 
gard to his authority and our obligations, nor from 
a defire to pleaſe him, but purely with a view to 
our own advantage? For where, among the many 
millions who profeſs to be zealous. Chriſtians, 
where is the man that would be content to ſerve 
God, as his Maker and rightful Lord, in caſe he 
had no ex pectation of reward from him? Nay., 
where ſhall we find one ſo ſpiritual, ſo refineds 
and of that poverty of ſpirit recammended and 
bleſſed by our Saviour, namely, to be reſignd as 
to all temporal enjoyments, and well ſatisfied to 
perſeyere in his duty, and not to think his Maſter 
hard, though he ſhould even 215 him bare af all 
thoſe comforts,” which. are uſually the encourages 
ments of piety. and virtue? This is a temper. rarely 
to be met with; it is ſuch a generoſity and great= 
deſs of ſpirit, as crowns and kingdoms, nays. the 
whole world would be wiſely given in exchange 
for. For this is the very perfection of love; 
virtue ſo exalted, that no other part of religion is 
comparable with it. A man may beſtow all his 
wealth upon the poor, and be never the better. 
He may chaſtiſe and mortify his fleſh and ſenſuał 
ou appetite, with all the ſevexities of the moſt em- 
d, M plary penitence, and yet this is, comparatively, 
e ho but 4 trifling excellence. 88 attain ta the 
tha bigheft and cleareſt knowledge in the myſteries f 
oug religion z; but ſtill comes infinitely ſhoxt of the 
4b point. His virtues may be bright and exem- 
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plary, his devotion fervent and conttant, his medi- 
tations raviſhing and divine: All theſe are valua- 
ble gifts; but yet there is one excellence behind, 
more valuable, more neceſſary than all the reſt; 
namely, the being able, after having renounced 5 
all the world beſides, to renounce himſelf for the N nu 
fake of his dear Redeemer ; to devote all he is or Nth. 
can do, ſo entirely to his ſervice," as to be content Ich. 
with every thing; to ſtudy his will, his pleaſure, I fin 
his glory in all things, and to conſult his own in Ian. 
nothing: And when he hath faithfully and dili- Nin 
gently perform'd all; which he knew to be his du- th. 
ty, and what was expected from him, then to pu 
ſteem all this of no conſideration, and account all Nan 


e 
that be hath done as nothi gg. 
Others, no doubt, will have quite different ſen- Ith- 


timents of him: They will. fee and admire, pro- 
claim and extol his virtues, but ſtill their commen- 
dations, ho' never To profuſe, never ſo juſt; will 
not have any influence upon bis judgment; nor 
tempt him to ſwerve in the laſt from that opinion, 
which truth itſelf hath directed us to in this "Caſe, 
ben ye bave done all that is commanded you, ſay, 
Hare unproſtuble ſervants, Luke xvii. He wall 
net think that complaint of the Prophet too mean 


for bim, I am poor and deſolate, PI. xxv. when af 
pet in truth there is not among mortal men amy Na 
more wealthy, any more happy, greater, and more ; 
powerful than he; who in a true chriſtian humili Put 
_ . thinks himſelf moſt helpleſs, moſt infirm, moſt en 
5 miſerable. N In a word, none 15.accounted more me 
bongnrable in God's:eyes,' than he who is vileſt I, 

aud moſt deipicable in his O.] . 
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WERE the: joys of heaven attainable without 
any trouble, toil, or difficulty on our parts, what 
numbers ſhould we ſee putting in their claim for 
this high prize? But God has wiſely order'd it, 
that affliction ſhould be the touchſtone of our 
ſincerity; that by a long courſe of temptations 


and tribulations, he may prove our truſt and faith 


in him, that he may try whether our graces be of 
the right kind; that by the fiery trial he may 
purge us from the droſs of our corrupt affections 


and ſenſual appetites. This he does to eonvince us 


of the invaluable worth of immortal things; for 


that which requires but little difficulty to obtain, 


is but little ſet by; but that which coſts labour and 


the higheſt eſteem. | 


The way to heaven 1 


evident to a demonſtration to a beliꝭving ſoul; 


dut tho? he is thus fully perſyaned of the excel- 
ency of eyery thing that belongs to Chfiſt, he. 
nows at the ſame time that his ſtrict adbhergnge. 
>, and Profeſſion of theſe principles, will He 
ended with trials and troubles very ſevere t the 
ſh,” and may * coſt him the loſs of s 

friends, and alf that is valuable 
the World's eſteem; yet he cd ſay, with the + 


tate; his deare 


A poltle, 


pains, and abundance of ſweat and toil, we have in 


| „N «HITS | 
| | s 2 thorny and rugged - 
toad; and he who expects to enjoy the crown of 
life, muſt be content to bear the «croſs, which is 
he neceſſary condition of that glorious and im- 
nortal reward, . Jeſus Chriſt, in his perſon, is 
ovely and amiable, his precepts reaſonable and 
aſy, his doctrines ſound and ſalutary, and all bis iN 
rays are pleaſant, and his paths peace; all this gg i 


iz  _- Of the Imitatim Foo 
Apoltle, Mone / thoſe things move me, neither Wl ® 

count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might MF" 

Fuiſb my courſe with joy, Acts xx. 24. 

| 2 The Bleſſed Jeſus hath ſet us a pattern "worthy A 
= of imitation. He was a man of ſorrows and ad- 
1 quainted with grief, who for the joy that was ſet © 
pre bim, endured the croſs,” deſpiſing the fame, ¶ te 
and is ſet" down” at the right hand of the throne ,. 
God, "Heb. xii. 2. Thus ſhould every one who 2 
profeſſes the Name of Feſur, take up his croſs I ſe 
and follow him; we muſt love him for his own 
fake ; we muſt not flinch” from his ſervice what. 
ever inconveniencies ſhall attend it; we mutt © 
maintain the excellency of his laws againſt all 
oppoſition, and ſacrifice every thing that is dear £Y*" 
10 us, that ſtands in the way of his honour, or ©? 
chat would obſtruct his glory in the free courſe Li 
of the Goſpel; let us but perſevere in well-do- ®? 
Ing, and whatever troubles or difficulties we meet 
wich in the way of our duty, ſhall ' be glorioul- 
5 rewarded by our righteous Judge, at the laft 
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it * © The" Reafonableneſs of Bearing our Croſs. © 
ä e 
eren 39 omni, jay ray TO "ou 
| + H,E N Fefus: thus deſcribes the condition 
ot our being owned for his, I any mat 
HF e my liſciple, let bim deny himſelf, and tali 
up bis creo, and follow, me; Matt. xvi. moſt met 
ae apt to cry out with thoſe in the Goſpel up 


den, another oceaſion, This is a herd ſaying; hr 
* . 5 8 . | 4 
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hy WY who can bear it? John vi. But gh! that ſuch 
b. would ſeriouſly reflect, how infinitely, more dread- 
ful and confounding that ſentence will be, which 
thy their angry Judge [hall pronounce in thundeꝝ at the 
laſt day; and how thoſe ears, which naw af too 
ſet delicate and tender to bear this, will then be able 
 [ endure a Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire pre- 
e of (12414. for the: devil and bis angels, Matt. xxy. What 
ho abundant reaſon have we then, not to hatden our- 
ſelves at preſent, but chearfully embrace àa com- 
mand, which, thoꝰ accompanied with ſome ſhort 
uneaſineſs now, ſhould yet be welcome to us, be- 
cauſe it will give us boldneſs in the great day of 
trial; and, by laying upon us fome ſhort troubles, 
and very tolerable burdens, be our ſecurity againit 
torments inſupportable and eternal? For. when our 
Lord ſhall come to judge the world with dreadful 
and tremendous pomp, the Croſs ſhall be diſplayed 
and highly exalted in heaven. The Croſs, which 
is now ſo much loathed and abhorred, ſo full of 
ſhame, ſhall then be a Banner of Triumph; and 
they who have fought under it here, and followed 
the Crucified Captain of their falvation, in a life of 
humility and ſufferings, ſhall then flock to it as 
Icheir proper ſtandard, and enter with their glorious 
eder into his joy and kingdom. SHE Is, 
Shall we then boggle at that Croſs, which leads 
directly to a Crown? Shall we thus obſtruct our on 'V 
happineſs, by refuſing that which heals our ſpiri- 
aal infirmities, guards us againſt our worſt ene- 
mies, fills us with heavenly comforts, brightens 
our virtues, and ſupports us with aſſured hopes /of 
1 tale unconcei vable and everlaſting bliſs? Bear i ne 
thy great Maſter and Example, who bore his Cros, 
and died upon it, that thou heteafrer mighteſt no? ü 
aſdainto bear it for thine BE advantage, a —_ 
3 1 
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tor thy jake hath borne it before thee. . Hor if we 
dye with him, we ſhall alſo live with him; if we 
ſufferi with him, we ſpall alſo reign with him; 2 
IIm. ii. but if we deny him, and are aſhamed of 
this ſuffering for his fake, be will alſo deny. and be 
aftiaxmed of us, and ſhut us out of his glory; 
Murk vii. WEE 8 2 . 
Oonſider that thy All depends upon fuftering and 
dying well. This is the ſum of thy duty, this the 
ſource of thy happineſs. No other way hath God 
ordained of bringing us to bimſelf, except that one 
 of:thing daily; and cructifying the fiſh with its af- 
Jettions and luſis. Gal. v. 24. In this all the dif 
penfat ions of providence concur; for, what courſe 
ſocver you take, which way ſoe ver you turn, how 
prudently ſoe ver you contrive, the croſs is fure to 
meet you every -Where. This, if willingly. em- 
braced, will prove your ſafety and virtue, but is 
ſure to be your portion, whether you will or will 
not. Bodily ſickneſs and pain, diſappoiptments 
and loſſes in your fortunes, anguiſh and perplexity 
'of heart, diſcomfort and deſertions from God, im 
juries and provocations from men, and which 1s 
worſe than all, diſpleaſure and diſcontent at your 
ſelf? one or more, or perhaps all of theſe, will by 
turns be continually exereiſing your patience; and 
ſo loiſg as God ſees fit to continue you in this ſtate 
of mortality and diſcipline, 'tis in vain to hope 
vou ſhall be exempted from tbe. 
For God, in his great wiſdom and goodneſs, gives 
us to tribulation; and damps, of withdraws our 
Preſent comſorts, that we may learn to love and 
eſteem him and heaven the more, to acknowledge 


dur dependance upon his bounty, be made ſenſible 


of our :own impotence and frajlty, and grow wiſer 
and more humble by afflictions. By theſe: we are 
a 8 7 taught 
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we taught to underſtand and know the value of the fat- 
we ferings of Chriſt, of which we ſhould have but a 
very cold and imperfect notion, did not our own 
of N experience inſtruct us what it is to ſuffer. And the 
be greater conformity to his image our trials work us 
y; Nip to, the clearer and more affecting ſenſe we have 
of his infinite condeſcenſion. It is in vain to ſay, 
nd WW we will ſhun the croſs, becauſe we canrot run away 
the from ourſelves, nor ceaſe to be men; ſince there- 
;od fore we cannot avoid it, we muſt endeavour pa- 
dne tiently to endure, and render that which would o- 
af- cherwiſe be our torment, an inftrument of virtue 
di- here, and of glory hereafter. eee 
irſe This 1s undoubtedly in our power. For they 
ow who ſuſtain their croſs, ſhall likewiſe be ſuſtained 
to by it in return, and all their pains largely reward- 
-m- ¶ ed in their due time and place. But this life is not 
that time and place; and therefore we muſt be conꝭ 
tent to labour now, and expect our recompence 
hereafter. But if we bear with murmuring ang 
grudging thoſe ſufferings, which neceſſarily we muſt 
bear, we do but gall our thoulders with the yoke; 
and render that an uneaſy and unprofitable! burden? 
which might be made to turn greatly to out ag 
count, If we caſt off one burthen, we are imme 
diately laden and oppreſſed by another; and inſtead 
of affliction, full of hope and humility, we ſhal 
heap upon ourſelves that, moſt intolerable; of all ® 
burthens, guilt and deſp ar. 
ive} Why ſhould you fondly imagine that you alone 
our ſhould be excepted from the common lot of all 
and i mankind ? Can you produce one ſingle inſtance N 
N the whole catalogue of glorified Saints, he pafec 
ſible I this vale of tears without his portion of miſsry ? 
viſer Even Jeſus Chri/ himſelf, our great LRD, ther 
are God as well as man, yet lived a bfe of «trouble; 
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and none was ever ſo truly a man e or ſo th 
ijntimately acquainted with grief. Ia. liii. Him. 

ſelf bath told us, That it behoved him thus to ſuffer, 
and to riſe again the third day, and ſo to enter into 

hrs glory. Luke xxiv. a | 
And if it was neceſſary for-Chriſt himſelf, to af 
cend to the throne of God by this thorny way, can 
ave preſume to hope for a ſmooth and ealy paſſage 
thither? His whole life was little elſe but one coi- 
tinued croſs, a chain of ſufferings, drawn out to the 
length of ſo many years. And do we, who profes 
to follow the pattern he has ſet us, expect a life of 
ſoſtneſs and eaſe, and uninterrupted pleaſure ? No, 
no, fond man, thou muſt expect nothing but trou- 
ble. Ia this thou mayſt be aſſured thou wilt never 
be diſappointed. It is not only the condition of 
thy happineſs as a Chriſtian, but thy certain ſettle- 
ment and portion as a man. For mortality is beſet 
on every ſide with croſſes, and every moment ex- 
poſed to ſuffering. And though theſe be both the 
puni ſñment and remedy for fin, yet We mult not 
imagine that they, who are moſt careful to preſerve 
themſelves from finning, are therefore excuſed 
from their ſhare of ſuffering, For it frequently 
_ happess that the beſt men undergo the ſe vereſt 
trials; and the better they are, the more tender and 
ainful ſenſe they have of them. For the fervent 
3 ark and deſire af a better country, their laſt and 
eternal home, renders. the preſent pilgrimage and 

þanifhment more tireſome and afflicting. 
I But yet we muſt not from hence argue that 
fſpheſe calamities are any reflection upon the wil 
_ gon and goodneſs: of Almighty God; for as in 
is mercy he appoints the rod, ſo does he likewiſe 
furniſh his ſervants with mighty conſolations and 
ſppports, ſuitable to their circumſtances. £88 
> 4; 1 | ey 
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they, who ſubmit to the croſs as becomes them, 
by ſowing in tears ſhall reap large and glorious 
fruits. The burthen of their miſeries is lightned, 
by caiting their care and repoſing their truſt upon 
one who hath a tender care and affectionate con- 
cern for them. And the more the outward man is 
weaken'd and oppreſs'd, the greater ſtrength and 
grace they feel in the inner man. Nay, ſuch is, 
their defire, ſuch their ſatisfaction in being con- 
formed to the image of Chriſt; that good men 
ſometimes would not even ſo much as wiſh to be 


freed from thoſe miſeries, in which the thoughtleſs * | 


part of mankind are apt to fancy the very extremi- 


an leſſen all their diſtreſſes by this conſideration; 
hat the more they endure, the purer and more re- 

fined they are from ſin, and the more acceptable 

and dear they become to God. This conſideration 
Indeed is not the effect of mere human ſtrength or 
niſdom, but the product of divine grace. This 
ometimes gains ſo abſolute a conqueſt over natu- 

al inclinations, and exalts fleſh and ſenſe to ſo high 
degree of reſignation and perfection, that what, 
as men, we canvot but decline, and have violent 

verſions to, as Chriſtians we contentedly embrace, 

nd ſubmiſſively acquieſce n. | 


2 


When therefore we feel in ourſelves, or obſerve 


in others a zeal ſo powerful, ſo ſtrong, ſo noble, 
as not only to bear, but even to love and delight 
n the croſs: When we conquer and bring into ab- 
ſolute ſubjection theſe bodies, and their appetites, 
y a long and painful courſe of rigorous and volun- 
ary ſeverities; when we induſtriouſſy avoid ho- 
ours, and wealth; when we contentedly bear in- 
lies, and infamy; when we deſpiſe ourſelves, 

* | and 
2 


ty of unhappineſs to conſiſt. For theſe better in- 
ſtructed ſouls have a more extenſive proſpect, and 
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and even take pleaſure in being deſpiſed by others; 
when we meet the ſharpeſt misfortunes with con 
ſtancy and temper, and are ſo perfectly dead t 
the world, as no longer to defire even thoſe er- 
joy ments and advantages, which recommend and 
iweeten life to mankind ; do not ſuppoſe that thi 
is the work, or falls within the compats of man) 
ability; for they who depend upon their 'own 2. 
tural powers, or their own moſt refined philoſophy, 
can never rife ſo high, nor thus abſtract their mind 
from matter and jenſe. No other principle, bu 
that of holy truſt and faith in God, is capable o 
ſuch divine operations. This ſtrength and this re 
ſolution is given us from heaven. No force lek 
than Almighty can ſubdue the fleſh, the world 
and the devil under our feet; no other 
defeat and ſet us above the horrors and affaults o 


bis malice and temptations, leſs than bis, who up 


on the croſs vainquiſh'd-this old ſerpent, and by 5 

| doing, {anftified our croſs to us too. 

Summon then all thy powers of reaſon and reli 
jon; remember whom thou haſt engaged to fol 

3 and with all the reſoulute fidelity required by 


thy vous and thy duty, ſet thyſelf manfully to tale 


up his croſs, who ſubmitted to die upon a croſs fot 


thy ſal vation. Prepare and diſpoſe thy heart, thatſiſ 


no afflition may over-bear thee by ſurprize; but, 
gonſidering what infinite variety of troubles fur 
round thec, and wait thee every-where, be care 
ful chat none have the advantage. of finding the: 
un provided: Were it poſſible to eſcape, we might 
then be allowed to contrive methods of r 
dur miſeries; but ſince they cannot be ſhifted oh, 
the _ remedy. we have left againſt them, i 
- readinets to fulls Conſider, it is a cup give! 
thee by thy Lok p, and that he drank the * 

Ro. . : | [+ 
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deniitereſt dreggs of it; conſider it is he who pre- 
* ents it to thee; and that the reaſon of his giving 
d d 


t to thee is, that thou may'ſt be partaker of his 


en ufferings, in order to be made a more worthy 


andſhartaker of his glory. Tis true, he was ſtrengthen- 

- UE in his agonies by an angel, ſent from above, 

name xxii. nor ſhalt thou want ſupports proper 

nrhor thy condition. But what theſe comforts are, 

Py Yr in what meaſures fit to be imparted, our LORD 
Inde 


umſelf is the beſt judge, to whoſe wiſe diſpoſal 
e muſt leave it. But all we have to do our- 
elves, is to ſecure an humble and patient diſpo- 
tion. And this we ſhould the more eaſily ac- 
ompliſh, would we but follow the pattern our 
eſus hath left, of enduring the croſs, and deſpiſing 
the ſhame for the glory ſet before him, Heb. Xii. 
und what can recommend our ſuffering, what 
onfirm our patience more, than to conſider, that 
theſe light. afflitions, which are but for a. moment, 
ball work out for us a far more exceeding and 


but 
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8 re. 
lek 
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up: 
Jy bo 


reli. ternal weight of tory ? 1 Cor. iv. That gb „ 
fob in pate of which. cher are not orderly 
d by uch as to be named. A glory fo tranſcendant, 
take that if all the tribulations incident to all man- 
$ 1 ind were heaped upon one ſingle perſon; yet 
that e, is in 


even ſo the recompence we ſhall receive, is in- 
faitely above what ſuch a e. Wenne pre- 
end: to deſerve; and heaven would be cheap and 


but, 
fur- 


are. iſely bought, even at this vaſt expenctdeQ. 

chere Eſteem thyſelf; then fully happy; ſince thou 

ight anſt even ny thy ſorrows, and find a ſenſible 

"I latisfaction in ſuffering for Chriſt; för this is in 
oh manner to enjoy heaven upon eurth. A hap- 
„ I pineſe, which no man can ever arrive at, ſo long 
wens adverſities bring pain, and diſcontent, and ſad 
vel ppreſſions of ſpitit ; for the ſollicitude, and con- 


ſtant 


1 Of the Imitation Book If, 
tant labour to avoid calamities, will be fure to 
create thy perpetual diſquiet. F 
Suffering and dying are not only neceſſary in 
cumbrances. of our being, but the beſt and mol 
authentick inſtances of our virtue and obedience. 
It is the buſineſs and excellence of a Chriſtian to 
do thus daily; and they, who ſeriouſly apply 
themſelves to it, will foon find their affections 
raifed, their ſtrength increaſed, and their comfort 
and inward peace moſt agreeably advanced. &. 
Paul was wrapt up into the third heaven, yet did 
he not make this, but rather his afflictions the 
matter of his boaſt. 2 Cor. xit. And we learn 
from Chriſt himſelf wherein the uncommon pri. 
vileges of this eſpecial favourite conſiſted, when 
. J will ſew bim how great things he muff 
fuffer for my name's ſake. Ads ix. Suppoſe then, 
you could be favoured with his extaſtes and re 
velations, yet even theſe, 'tis plain from his ex. 
ample, would not exempt you from trouble and 
ſufferings; for the more you are loved, and the 
more ardently you love, and are deſirous to pleaſe 
your Saviour, the greater proofs of this kind you 
muſt expect to give. i 
Conſider thoſe Apoſtles, who went away from 
their perfecutors, refo;cing that. they were accountel 
. worthy to ſuffer for the ſake of, Chrift. Act. „. 
And from thence learn to covet and eſteem the ho 
nour and dignity of enduring pain and poverty, 
perſecution and reproach. For this indeed gs n0 
mean preferment, but a favour” reſerved for thoſe 
whom God is kindeſt to; did we but confider the 
gain it brings to ourſelves, the glory that redounds 
do our Maker, the joy it occafions to faints and an- 
gels, and the benefit accruing to our brethre!, 


who ſhall obſerveg and be encouraged by our ſted- 
THE! | Kr 4 - faſtneſs, 


| 
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faſtneſs, and patience, and holy perſeverance. Nay, 
even the wicked and carnal will be moyed by ſuch 
examples. For there is ſo evident a congruity and 
decency, in ſubmitting patiently to any adverſities 
which it ſhall pleaſe God to lay upon us, that even 
hey who have not the heart to 1mitate, yet cannot 
help applauding and admiring the example we ſet 
them. | | | |  eis cal 
If we would ſeriouſly weigh things in a juſt ba- 
lance, we muſt think it very unreaſonable to de- 
cline ſuffering for CHRIST, when it is fo plainly 
ſeen, that we are well content to endure much ſores. 
hardſhips for the world, than any which God thinks 
fit to call us unto. And ſhall humour, or paſſion, or 
temporal intereſt be ſuffered to prevail upon us 
more powerfully than our duty ?* Eſpecially, when 
that duty maniteſtly promotes an infinitely better 
intereſt; and the more we are mortified to our- 
ſelves and the world, the.nobler advances we make 
e towards God and life eternal? Theſe are refined 
privileges, for which no man is qualify'd, till hs 
de firſt purified in the furnace of adverſity; non 
can the ſpiritual and divine graces dwell in a ſoul, © 
till the droſs of earth and ſenſual appetites be firſt 
„ purged away. Aſſure yourſelf, thats ſuffering for, 


1 


agreeable to God, but really advantageous. to your: | 
k lelf, and that which contributes moſt to the wel 
fare of- the ſoul, of any thing that can happen in 
155) Mthe preſent ſtate. And, would the prejudices which 
teſh and blood lie under, permit us to diſcern and 


object of our wiſhes,. and be preferred before all the 
outward proſperity, or inward ſatisfactions, this 
world can give. For. who would not be ambitious. 
of teſembling our Lok Do, and his moſt eminent 


and in obedience to Chriſt, is not only a ſer vice 
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conſider matters impartially ; this would be the fixlt  - 
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Saints? It is not indiſputably evident that the thing A 
which render'd their merit fo diſtinguiſhable, way ,, 
not the larger degree of their revelations, or the 


Pleaſures they enſoy d, but the number and ex. AN 
tremity of cheir afflictions? And we. may be affur: 25 


ed, that if Chriſt had known any better way to ge 
heaven, thatr by croſſes and patience, he would tr. 
both have choſen it himſelf, and reſerved it for his fü 
moſt faichful ſervants, atid/ deareſt friends. But, I be 
fince his 6wn example, and his conſtant direction af 
declare, That if any Hou wo come to him, bil ſc 
muſt deny himſelf, and tare "1s croſs, and fol 
— Fed DR, it is but ny, W e. 1 
to think of any other method. For there is no kn 
doubt to be made, but this will be the ſum andfif @ 
concluſion of the Whole matter, that, through much pu 
tribulation toe niuft enter into the kingdom of God, 
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© WHot TER ſeriouſly confiders the advantages it. 
Sf the croſs, will never think it too laborious aff ha 
._ © 8K, nor the weight of it too heavy, or burthen-ſÞ am 
ſome, tho he ſhould be obliged to carry it through an, 
the whole journey of his life. For what are all the ha; 
®troubles and afflictions, the vexations and diſap- 6a; 
pointments of this life, when put in ballance with] the 
the eternal weight of glory, which every faithful i 
bearer. of the croſs ſhall receive as the reward offf mi 
| His patience and perſeverance at the laſt day. 00 
Let us confider the benefits of the crofs in ano- þj; 
ther light, namely, as it will exempr us from the inſ 
wrath of God due to us for our fins, and free us da 
from everlaſting puniſhment, which is the neceſſa l do- 
ty conſequence thereof. Nay, can any man, wholſ uh 
believes there will be an Hereafter, and that oY ing 
#549 EOS | Almighty] 
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ing Almighty has certainly , allotted a place of tor- 
vv ment for all the workers of iniquity, and for ſuch 
the as have preferr'd the enjoyment 75 their own eaſe 
ex- and carnal delights, to the difficulties of religion, 
Tur: W and the hardſhi ps and hazards of a chriſtian proſeſ- 
doi fon; can a man who is firmly perfuaded of the 
ud truth of cheſe things, heſitate a moment where he 
he ould fix his choice; whether he ſhall contendedly 
But, bear the croſs of Chriſt, and patienly ſubmit to the 
100Y afflictive diſpenſations of providence, whereby he 
> ff ſecures to himſelf an exemption and ſafety from 
fol eternal miſery ; or give himſelf a looſe to all the 
loft, pleaſures and gratifications of ſenſe, when he 
no knows that the everlaſting ruin of his immortal 
and ſoul will be the certain conſequence of his preſent _ 
Nur h purſuits ? | 
d. At the laſt day, when all ſhall be ſummon'd be- 
fore the great tribunal of heaven, then ſhall the 
croſs be gloriouſly diſplayed, and all that ever have 
liſted themſelves under that banner, ſhall reſort to 
age it. It will then be ſcen that ſuch, as in this life, 
as J have been advanced to the very pinnacle of their 
ambition, and poſleſs'd of all che wealth, pleaſure, 
ugh and grandeur, that their hearts could with for, 
have plac'd their happineſs on wrong objects, that 
ſap·¶ earth y honours” and poſſeſſions, if coufided in 4 
vin the utmoſt felicity of the ſaul, will, at that day, 
hfulf fink them to the loweſt degrees of contempt and 
d 0 miſery But that thoſe who were reckon'd the of- 


ouring of the world, the poor, the hungry, e 


blind, and the naked, who have -often borne ch 
inſults of the rich and the great, ſhall, at that great 
day of retribution be advanced to crowns and king- 

doms, ſhall be magnificently cloached ip robes of 
white; their formergſuffcrings will be a heighten» 

ing to their preſent ſplendor ; the croſs, which they 
EQ - K*2 have 
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have fo patiently borne, inſtead of being their dif. 
grace, ſhall be their everlaſting glory; the ſcoff 
and inſults with which they were once treated by a 

Wicked world, ſhall be turned into joyful acclama. 

tions and agreeable welcomes from an innumerable 
hoſt of Saints and Angels; tho? here they were toſs 
from one ſcene of miſery to another, and had not 
à place to reſt their heads, except perhaps in ſome 
diknal dungeon, ſhall then be admitted into everlaſt. 
ing manſions of bliſs ; then ſball God waſh dway all 
tears from their eyes; and there fhall be no mort 
death, neither ſorrow, nor crying; neither ſhall ther: 
Ze any more pain; for the former things are paſſed 
away, - Rev. xxi. 4. All ſorrow, and all the cauſe — 
of ſorrow, ſhall be removed; they ſhall have no 

* -outward occaſion, nor inward diſpoſition to weep: 

There ſhall be no more death, but immortality and 

eternal life; nor any more pain nor fickneſs, but 
pleaſure for ever- more. 4 
Lord! ſays one, what a ſovereign cordial is this 
againſt all our preſent ſorrows and ſufferings! to 
conſider the time is at hand when all tears ſhall be 
wiped from our eyes, all ſorrows, and the cauſes 
of ſorrow, baniſn'd from our hearts, and everlaſtinę 
joys ſhall poſſeſs our ſouls, and we ſhall be witt 
our Lord for ever, to obey him with vigour, to 
praiſe” him with chearfulneſs, to love him aboye 
meaſure, to fear him without torment, to ſerve him 
without interruption or diſtraction, and be pet 
fealy like unto him as well in holineſs as in hapf* 
pineſs, as well in purity as immortality !' 4 
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Ihle Third Book. 
Dialogues between CHRIST and the 
| Soul of his Diſciple. 
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CHAP. 1 
The happineſs of ſuch a converſation.” 


( Diſciple.) 


Hill hear what the Lord GOD will ſay cen. 


e him cerning me. Pſ. Ixxxv. 8. For bleſſed is the 
pet ſoul, which hears the Lox ſpeaking, and 
bap experiences the tranſporting comforts of his 


gracious words. Bleſſed are thoſe: ears, which at- 


bis Spirit; but are obſtinately deaf to the treacher- 
ws inſinuations of this deluding world. And dou- 
bly bleſſed are they, who not only hear the ſound 

If truth in the outward adminiſtrations of the 
19 | 1 world, 


0 


entively liſten to the ſoft and gentle whiſpers of © 


3 Nod what could it profit a man to gain, although 


_  kancetbou-ſhalt attain the end ef thy wiſbes, the 


Word, but by the inward and familiar communica 
tions and motions of infuſed grace. Bleſſed ar: 
thoſe eyes, which are hut to all ſenſual and world. 
ly objects, and conſtantly wakeful and open to the 
great 1 of the ſoul, and turned inward up 
one's felf. Bleſſed are they whoſe 'ſharper figh 
enters deep, and penetrates into the ſecret and ſub- 
lime myſteries of heavenly truth; purged and pre. 
pared by ſpiritual meditations, and daily exercik 
of holy duties. Bleſſed indeed are they, who. dif 
engage themſelves from ail worldly imped. 
ments, and gain leiſure and o tunit ies for at. 
tending continually upon God alone. ? 


Conſider this, my ſoul, and ſhake off ſenſual de. 


fires, which muſt be firit renounced, before thou 
cCanſt liſten with due reverence and attention to 
thoſe things, which the Lord will ſpeak. And; O 
what comfortable words are thoſe, I am thy peace, 
1 Hie, thy ſalvation, and exceeding- great reward, 
John xiv. Geneſ. xv. Come unto me, thou that art 
weary and heavy laden, and thou ſhalt find reſt unt 
thy foul, Matt. xi. Set thy affeftions on things about, 


and act on things. on the carths Coloſſ. iii. For th 


things that are ſeen are temporal, but the things that 
are not ſeen are eternal. 2 Cor. iv. What are ſub⸗ 
lunary things, but dangerous and empty deluſions! 


it were the whole world, if he be abandoned and 
-ealt of by his Creator? In him alene is pleaſute, 
and bliſs, and glory. Therefore purſue no Jorge 
-thaſe cheating ſhadows, but embrace the only ſub: 


ſtastial good; bid a final ſarewel to the deceits 0! 


the World, and place all chy love and endeavoy” 
upon thy God; for in his ſervice and by his accep 


I fruit of thy labours, ſolid ſat aſactien and pp 
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rid. 


the HaPPY is that foul with whom God vouch- 
pon ſaves to converſe. He indeed is the favourite of 
oh heaven, whom the king of heaven honours with 
fub- the intimacies of a familiar correſpondence, in 
whoſe ear he whiſpers the fecrets of his love, whoſe 
heart he repleniſhes with the fulneſs of his grace. 
How ſweet is leiſure and retirement to him, who, 
at ſuch times, can be entertain'd with ſo heaven 

a companion? Who would willingly have any 
commerce with. a vain and wicked: world, that 


| 
1 
f 
] 


Ss RE Ei a ea 


de. Nan have an open traffick with this heavenly Cas 

chou aan? Who would feed on husks with ſwine, that. b 
1 toffiÞas once tated the celeſtial delicacies of the upper | 
Oord? Who can be pleaſed with vain and ſenſual 1 
eace, Ndelights, that has had but a foretaſte of theſe dis © WM 
ard, vine pleaſures which flow in pure and uncorrupted | 
+ art ſtreams at God's right Hand? , N | 
un Leave then, Hay ul, earthly things to earthly „ 
hort, men; have no concerns with any thing that may. WM 
interrupt the ſweet intercourſe betwixt God and. i 
that thee; bid ſenſe and, all its corrupt affections and = 
ſub-Milthy appetites, ſtand at a diſtance; while thow: - 
ons) Hart entertaining this divine Lover; ſay to the. 


ugh world, and all its pleaſures and vanities, I have no 
and room for vous 1 have pleaſures that you know no- 
thing of; I am no at a feaſt of Which you can - 

not partake; I have a gueſt who is a ſtranger. to 
you, and you to bim; interrupt me not for I 
am now in the very height of my delight. 
Happy is that man, who is thus diveiy 
employ d; he ſcarce feels afflictions; the troubles:  - 
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and anxieties of life give him no pain; or if the, 
vo, it proceeds from that interruption they give 
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to thoſe extatick joys vouchſafed him in his ſpi- I 
ritual interviews with the Bleſſed Feſus. , 
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BI God alone ſpeaks Comfort to the Soul. 


POL © __CDiſciple.) Welt; 
C Peat, Lord, for thy ſervant bearetb. 1 Sam. Nie 
J iii. Behold, T am thy ſervant, and the ſon on. 
thy handmaid; O give me underſtanding, that Pu, 
Ina learn thy Commandments. Pl. cxix. Lacie 
my ſoul to the words of thy mouth, which dr 
aown as the rain upon the tender herb, and diſtil 
gently, like dew upon the graſs. Deut. xxxii. The 
1 indeed: beſought Moſes heretofore, Spealfier 
ton unto us, and we Will hear, but let not God): 
ſpeak unto us, left we die. Exod. xx. 19. But let thy 
it not be ſo done unto me, my God. I rather ! 
chuſe to make my humble petition, in the pro- 
het Samucl's form; Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant 
eareth. O! let not Moſes, let not any of theſter 
Prophets be my only inſtructor, but do thou my hu: 
moſt 'gracious Pater alſo vouchſafe to teach me 
bf thyfelf; for thou art the ſource and the or-: 
ginal of all their light and knowledge. What. 
Ever truth they utter'd, was from thy inſpir- 
tion and heavenly guidance; thou alone art effer 
tial wiſdom Auch truth, and canſt communicate 
| 1 o 
Their words, alas! are little more than air and 


empty ſound, but thine are ſpirit and life. Their 
expreſſions may be proper, their arguments cone 
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Book II. of FESUS CHRIST. 
ſpt vincing z but unleſs thou break filence, my 10ul wilt 
{1]] continue deaf and inſenſible. They deliver 
the words, but thou art the divine Interpreter, and 
letteſt me into the true and hidden ſenſe of their 
abſtruſe oracles. Their books are ſealed, and thou 
alone canſt open and explain them. From them 
we receive the command, but only from thee is 
given us a diſpoſition to obey, and the whole power 
of performing it. They point out the way, but 
thou imparteſt the ſtrength to walk in it: All 
they can do, is {till remote and without us. Thou 


—_————— 


putteſt truth in the inward parts. Paul may plant, 
and Apollos water, but except thou be pleaſed 25 
give the increaſe, 1 Cor. iii. the word wilPreturn uns 
to thee void, and accompliſh no part of the end, wheres 
to thou ſenteſt it. Iſa. iv. The voice of their cries 
picrces our ears; but the knowledge of what they 


thy peculiar giſt. 


- 


me, but thou, my LORD, my Gop, the only and 
ommunications of thy will. 
ind admoniſhed by the outward miniſtration only, 
d to obedience, the advantages of inſtruction will 


the diſmal conſequence of the Word preached not 
rofiting, en it is not mixed: with faiths m-thews 
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only entreſt into the ſoul, by a ſecret conveyance, _ 


cy, and the impreſſion made upon our hearts, is 


Therefore, I muſt again implore thy grace and 9 —_ 
Percy, and entreat, that Moſes may not ſpeak co 


ternal truth, leſt I die; not by the terrors of thy 4 
hundring voice, but by the Fate and effectual 
For if I be taught AF 
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d be not inwardly diſpoſed; and zealdufſy aſſect- 


Put turn to my greater condemnation,” For this is 


at hear it. Heb. iv. And mixed with faith th 
well knoweſt it cannot: be, unleſs ſeconded and e 

Ported by the vice of thy Spirit; unleſs: thou i“ 
Wne me to love the good I 5 9 
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170 Vie Imitation” Book ll, 
faithfully to fulfil the doctrine I believe. Speak 


therefore, Lord, I ſay again; To thee thy ſervant 


liſtens gladly, for thou haſt the words of eternal life 


John iv. Speak powerfully to my ſoul, and apph 


the ſaving trutks home to my conſcience and affec. 
tions; that thy words may miniſter comfort and 
peace, reformation and holineſs to thy willing and 
attentive ſervant, and to thy ſelf immortal honour 


and prailc. 
„„ wig EF LE X10N, 


LorD! I confeſs myſelf a poor, frail, help 
leſs creature, unable to fulfil the leaft of thy com- 


mandments without the ſpecial aſſiſtance of thy 


holy Spirit. Thy word 1s gcod, and falutary to 


the ſoul, but ſtill will it be a dead letter, uſeleſ; 


and unprofitable, unleſs ſet home upon my heart 
by. the impreſſions of divine grace. In vain didit 
thou inſpire thy holy Prophets to inſtruct me, ex 
cept I have the aids of thy Spirit to apply thoſe in- 
ſtructions for my information, comfort, and ad- 


vantage. Ia the Scriptures I read of the faith ol 
Abraham, the meekneſs of Moſcs, the zeal of Ds 


wa for the honour of his God, the patience of an 


aflicted Jeb, the inflexible piety of the three Chil 
d en in the fiery furnace, and many other eminent 
- examples of holineſs and exalted virtue, the hiſtory 

of whole yes and. worthy deeds was writ. and let 


upon record for our imitation; but unleſs we have 
the ſame Spirit of piety, that was infuſed into them, 
uoleſs,: like them, we are enabled to live by faith, 
and not by fight and ſenſe, the bright patterns they 


by Have left, and the noble exploits they were em 
powerd to atchieve, will prove to us no more tha 
au idle amuſement, a tale chat is told, which ma 
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pleaſe us in the hearing, but is ſoon forgot. But if 


Peal 
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Vat God is pleaſed to ſend us the aids of his Holy Spirit, | 
fe every doctrine and inſtruction that we read in his {1 
ph word, will help to form in us a holy and heavenly 1 
tec: diſpoſition ; every worthy, © whoſe extraordinary I 
= ſanctity made him the favourite of providence, will i 


ſtir us up to a holy emulation of his virtues; and 
our jeave ſuch an impreſſion upon us, as nothing ſhall 
be able to efface, till we have done ſomething 
worthy of the vocation whereunto we are called, 
and of him who hath redeemed us from fin, from 
death, and from everlaſting deſtruction, by paci- 
elp fying the wrath, and fatisfying the juſtice of an 
MF angry. God, by offering his own Lite and moſt pre- 
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J tely deſire to hear my voice, incline then 
Ren thine ears to my words. Words, which well de- 
ſerve, and will abundantly rewagd, thy moſt dili- 
gent attention; for they are ſweet and engaging, 
e tar excegding all the charming arts of human elo- 
em, quence aſeful and inſtructive, beyond the moſt 
aboured ſyſtems of philoſophy. The wiſdom f 
hey this world could not invent, or order, nor can t ³⁶ 
wa comprehend them. The myſterious truths tha 
"© &clare, ate too deep for human ſenſe to fathom; » Ml 
. nor canſt thou penetrate into their ſecrets, til! 
r Z 2 . guided = 


"RYQINCE then, my ſon, thou doſt ſo paſſiona- 
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guided by that light from whence they flow. MI 
precepts-are pure and ſpiritual, ſuch as a carnal 
and impure heart can have no taſte for. Even 
word of mine is of weight ; and ſpoken, not to en- 
tertain the curious, and tickle itching ears, but t 
ſubdue the heart, and command a ſtrict obedience, 
Hlear thereſore, my ſon, but hear as becomes they, 
wich aweful filence, and reſpectful ſubmiſſion; 
Wich profbund and reverend humility; with at 
earnett defire to be taught; and ſincere and vigorow 
reſolutions uf doing as thou art taught, > 
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I own the mighty favour, and heartily acknow 
ledge, with thy holy Prophet, That Alefſed. is th 
man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt hin 


in thy law; that thou maye/t give him ftrength 11 


1 # = 


teen, 

Know thou that Prophet ſpoke what I inſpired, 
as did all thoſe holy men of old; for they were all 
of my ſending. Nor is my care at all relaxed nov, 

tho' the effects of it may not be fo viſible as then ti 
Fot I, who taught them, continue teaching till; 
nay; 1 direct my ſpeech to all, tho? all will not 
hear me. For there are many deaf to all my ſob 
Hoitatiops; andftherefore deaf, becauſe they itop 
their cars ; hate inſtructions, and will none of ml 

- Feproof5. Prov. i. They much rather liſti to the 
world; than to God, and are more incline@to obey 
their own corrupt and ſenſual, than his pure and 
 heavenlywill The world courts them with ſhot 
n cranſſtory, trifling and empty joys, and thefif 
geedily engage in its ſervice; 1 covenant for eter 
dal and heavenly rewards; and the though tie, 
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wretches will not conſider, or think chem worth 
their acceptance. And this folly is univerſal; for, 
who, among the children of men, expreſſes half 
that zeal and earneſtneſs, that folicitous defire to 
pleaſe, and dutiful fear to offend, in his behaviour 
towards me, which he does in matters relating to 
this world, or in obedience to maſters upon earth? 
Conſider this, and bluſh for ſhame; for what, but 
ſhame and confufion of face, canſt thou ſuppoſe 
ſhould attend this unworthy uſage, this moſt ab- 
furd folly} ?: CR lin 
A ſmall preferment is eſteemed a ſufficient confi- 
deration for long and painful journeys. Men pur- 
ſue it eagerly, and endeavour all they can to get 
ground of their compet 
and it is accounted a reproach to be negligent in 


and eternal happineſs is offer'd, they are negligent 


and unaQtive, and ſcarce-a' man is to be found, Who 
thinks it worth the while to mend his pace, or ſets 


one ſtep forward to meet, or to ſecure, ſo glorious 


an advantage. A little ſordid gain engages all 


ens induſtry; a trifling ſum embroils them in li- 


tigious and expenſive ſuits, and they are content to 
lrudge for things ſcarce worth their acceptance, and, 


depending on a frail promile, loſe the eaſe of their 


lays, and the fleep of their nights, and think their 


toil and anxious care well recomyg 
compaſs them at laſt : But a Munti. 
hange good, a recompence greater than they 
Knew 
the honours of the Saints, are funk fo 


A, if they can 


in the 


i 


itors ; this is every one's care, 


h purſuits. But, when advancement to heaven 


fantial and un- 


to value juſtly; immortal glory. and 
0 


ſteem of wretched man, that the laſt pains and dif- 
kculries are thought too much for them to . 


eEroo. | 1 | 2 2 
And art thou not aſhamed, lazy, inſenfible, and ll 
r grum- 
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Write theng my ſon, my words in thy heart; 


mn Foo 
grumbling wretch; that the' children ot this world 
ſhould purſue their death and eternal deſtructiot 


with a more vigorous induſtry and zeal, than thoy 
canſt find in thy heart to beſtow upon life and hap- 
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pine ſs? Shall toys and vanities engage their after: 


tions more than ſolid and true good can win upon 
thine?” Nay, even thoſe vanities, whoſe very en 
joy ments are empty, do frequently diſappoint their 
expectations, and are never enjoyed at all: Their 
friends promiſe and deceive them; they labour, but 
cannot attain: But my promiſes are without re 
pentance; none could ever tax me with breach of 


faith, or can complain that his dependance upon 


my word hath at any time diſappointed him. For 
J require no return, but only love and perfeyerance; 
and, if theſe be not wanting, I anſwer to the 


full, nay, I far exceed the largeſt wiſhes and mot 


Jonging expectations of my ſervants. Vet falſe and 
fickle men can eaſily perſuade, but it ſeems, the 
God Who cannot lye, calls and promiſes in vain! 
Jam the ſure. rewarder of all that diligently ſeek 
me; and if ſuch meet with ſufferings and {ſharp 


4 temptations, theſe are not marks of my diſpleaſure, 
but wi ſely order'd, and kindly intended, to prove 
the ſiocerity of my ſervants zeal, and to make their 


virtues ſhine the more illuſtrious. - | 


grave chem nip and laſting characters; ponder 


chem attentive for thou ſhalt find them a ſer 
ſonable relief and firm ſupport in the dq of trial 
and adverſity. What thy bare reading dH wotd 


Hath not taught thee, affliction will interpret and 


make plain. For L. do not always viſit my choſes 


Alike. Sometimesthe comforts of my grace ate 


Proper, at other tithes the withdrawing thoſe com 
_ Torts, And bripging. the patience and conſtancy 0f 


* my 
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Book III. F JEsUs CHRIST. "I 
my children to the touch, by. outward calamities, 
ind inward anguiſh of ſpirit is more for their ad- 
vantage. Thus I daily train them up in goodnels, 
by chaſtiſing and making them hate their fins, and 
cultivating and encouraging their advancement in 
virtue. By the one diſpenſation Þ engage their love 


hes abated. But loſt and wretched indeed is that ſtu- 
heir pid creature, upon whom theſe methods make no 


| by impreſſion ; for he that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
- re nt my words, hath one that judgeth bim in the laſs 
h of). John xii. 46. | : cot 
Fall  REFLEXTION. 


the! The voice of Chriſt, when it ſpeaks to the heart, 


moſt lis more powerful and efficacious, than the moſt _ 


and i moving eloquence of the moſt renownegyorators, 


the Human eloquence may indeed move the paſſions, 


ain! rouze our courage into extraordinary exploits, 
ſeek kindle anger into rage, melt a hard and uncharita- 


varpſÞle diſpoſition into pity and compathon ;' nay, ſuch 


are, is its power, that it will dreſs up vice in all the 


-ove agreeable ornaments of virtue, fo that it will re- 


heir quire a very nice judgment to diſtinguiſh one from 


I che other: But yet, whatever falſe gloſſes it ma 1 
art; put upon things, it cannot alter the eternal nature 


\der Nof thin vice will ſtill be viceggthe abhorrence 
5 of God d the deteſtation of geen; and vir- 
rial tue wills 
-ofd lence, hawever rhetorically degraded and indignt- 
and fed. Thus the powers of eloquence may be em- 


ies MY ployed to very bad purpoſes, and at moſt, the ing» 
are preſſions ĩt makes are not of Wig continuance, hut 


any vear off as freſh objects occuf divert the mind 


/ of other way. But far different are the effects of _ i 
= | N Chriſt's i 
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FF en 
Chriſt's ſpeakipg to the ſoul; he powerfully incling 
us to obey his laws, by convincing us of their 
intrinſick excellence, and of our effential happi. 

neſs in the obedience he requires of us; he ſhey 
the odious nat ure of fin, and paints it in its prope: 
colours; he makes us feel the ſolid comforts of hi 

race; he awakens us to a view of his divine. per. 
tections, and kindles in our hearts an  unalienabk 
love to his perſon, and an unextinguithable zeal for 
his glory; be ſpeaks pardon to our ſouls, fefolie 
aur doubts, chears our drooping fpirits, ſtrengthens 
and fortifies us againſt all the aſſaults of the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil, inf pires us with reſolutions 
to confeſs his Name in the face of all oppoſition, 
and to perſevere in the practice of that pure and 
holy religion which he has left us, and aſſures u 
of his. favour and protection here, and of a glo- 
rious ang eternal inheritance among the Saints in 


When Cbriſt diſcovers himſelf. in his gloriou 
and ineffable perfections to the ſincere. and hum 

hie ſoul, the world with all its vanities diſappear, 
the delights and enjoyments of ſenſe no . 
Pleaſe, he even wonders how he ever came to ſet 

is affections upon ſuch trifling and inſignificant 
vanities,' as the moſt eſteemed things in this world 
nowapprar to him. 
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Kh A Prayer for Grace and Inftruftion. 

f his | | 7 
per: ( Diſciple.) | 
able Lok D, my gracious Gop, thou art my all, 


| tor my only God ; but who, alas! am I, that 
| ſhould take upon me to fpeak to ſo great, fo glo- 
hens rious a Majeſty ? Poor ſinful duſt, and aſhes, as I 
1d, Ham; a wretched worm; leſs than the leaſt of all 
100 thy ſervants ; much leſs, much viler, and more de- 
101, Wipicable than I can imagine, or am able to expreſs 
and Wor conceive. And this very vileneſs, LoRD I en- 
es Us treat thee to conſider, that ſo my helpleſs and de- 
glo· Iplorable condition may move thy tender compaſſion 
s in to a miſerable creature, who neither is, nor hath, 
or can do any thing without thee. For thou only 
art good, and holy, and powerful; thou art of 
power ſo boundleſs, of mercy ſo diffuſive, that thou 
flleſt all things with thy goodneſs ; and none but 
hoſe guilty ſouls, who refuſe to partake of thy 
grace, are Rue out from its kindly influences. Be- 
hold me then hyngring and thirſting after thy rightes 
dufneſs; O let me not be ſent empty away. Stir 
p thy bowels, and remember thy compaſſions, 
ind loving kindneſſes of old; and fill my foul with 
hy grace and heavenly diſpoſitions that it may be 
manſion fit to entertain that bleſſed Inhabitant; 
ho will not take up his dwelling in defiled and 
leſolate places. oi ED 
But how can I furniſh a houſe fit to receive my - 
0RD, except he will Pleaſe to aſſiſt and Tupply 7 
y wants? How can I fuſtain the miſeries and 
emptations of a vexatious and troubleſome world; 
. A2 . except 


jou 
um- 
ear, 
get 

ſet 
cant 
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IJ NOW, my ſon, I know thy frailties, ant 


protection, and defend thee from the aſſaults 0 


they may throw in thy way. 
( Diferple.) True, LORD. And this perſuaſion 
makes me more earneſtly 1mplore thy aſſiſtance 


Book III. 


except thou graciouſly interpoſe and ſtrengthen my 
weakneſs? Hide not then thy face from me; ner 
ther delay thy fatherly care; for if thou grant me 
not * dews, and water not my heart with 
* grace, it will remain a dry and barren ſoil 
Teach me, O God, to know and do thy will; and 
with ſincere humility, and indefatigable zeal, en: 
able me to perſevere in my obedience. For thay 
art my wiſdom, and my righteoufneſs; and my in 
firmities are not unknown to thee; thou knowel 
me perfectly, and wert acquainted with all my de 
fects, not only before I was born, but even long 
before the creation of the world itſelf. 


Cray. V. 
Worſhip God in humility and truth. 


\ (Diſciple. ) 


thy dangers ; but let not theſe diſencourage 
thy endeavours. Seek and love the truth, and len 
thy heart be right with me, and thou needeſt nol 
fear any thing. For truth and fincerity will be th) 


the devil, and the attempts of wicked and deceit 
ful men. Thoſe who are thus ſet Free, ſhall be fr"! 
indeed; John viii. nor ſhall the enemies to thi 
truth be able to enſnare or divert thee from th 
duty, by all the allurements and di ſcouragemen 


Chal 


Book III. of JESUS CHRIST. 
hat thou, who art truth itſelf, would'ſt in thy 
great mercy condeſcend, to inftru@ and direct me: 


me | rut | 

«i o preſerve and protect me, to break to pieces the 
ſoil, Woares of the ungodly, to deliver my ſoul, and me, 
and in thy truth; to purge me from all corrupt and in- 


ordinate affections, that by my own happy expe- 


El 0 
* jence I may be convinced of what I alfeady be- 
vin eve, and fo render thy ſervice perfect freedom. 


( Chr ift.) My children cannot be more zealouſ- 
diſpoled to ask theſe bleſſings, than I am ready 
nd pleaſed to grant them. Hear therefore what 1s 
be truth, and 1n what manner thou mayeſt recom- 

end thyſelf to my fayour and acceptance. Re- 
left with ſad remorſe upon thy paſt offences; let 
he remembrance of thy fins render thee vile and 
ontemptile in thy own eyes; and beware, that no 
onfidence in thy beſt works ſwell thee with vain 
onceits of thy own deſerts. For it 1s moſt certain 
hat thou art a ſinner, laden with guilt and many 
rie vous infirmities, naturally prone to vanity, ea- 
ly ſeduced, quickly diverted from good reſolu- 
ions, and overcome by very light temptations- 
I ſhort, thou art poſſeſs'd of no excellence, which 


ut numberleſs occaſions there are to exerciſe thy 
Wumility and lamentation, infinitely more in truth, 
han thou canſt be duly ſenſible of. . f 


Let not then the miſtaken notions of thy own 
erit delude thee with falſe appearinces of worth 


Wot after vain and wretched objects, or think any 
dvantage thou enjoyeſt can deſerve thy praiſe or 
imiration, thy love and pains; except. fuch only 
are fix'd and eternal. Let truth be thy chief de- 
ght, for this is e let thy own un- 


con- 


..; 
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an in any meaſure juſtify thy pride or boaſting 


Id perfection; let not thy affections be miſled to 


orthineſs be the chief object of thy hatred and 
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ontempt, for this is the vileſt, the juſteſt thing, 
with which thoy oughteſt to be diſpleaſed. Ny 
calamity thould be feared or declined ſo much as fin {f 
For no Joſs, no worldly diſappointment or misfo. a. 
tune can have ſo fatal conſequences, as the loſs ta 
a good conſcience and God's favour, by tranfgreſ © 


21 righteous commands. fo 
e men are more ambitious of ſubtility ce 
knowledge in religion, than deſirous of an humblg® 
and ſincere obedience. They are acted by. a ſpirit 
of pride and curioſity, and affect to penetrate th In 
myſteries of faith, and value themſelves muciſ du 
more for being able learnedly to argue for truth th 
than for adorning it by their lives, and rendring © 
that knowledge effectual to ſalvation. Such mei th 
frequently fall into dangerous ſnares. I will ſhe up 
them the folly. of their arrogance, and ſuffer then tdi 
to periſh through the vanity of their own imagin 
ons. DN NE 0 

But let thy mind be employed upon other ſort 
of enquiries, and account it greater, wiſdom to he 
better acquainted with thy own works, than. thal 
of Almighty God. His ways are unſeat chable, au 
Raft finding aut; Rom. xi. but it is neceſſary that 
rhy: own: ſhould be nicely examined. And the con 
Gderation-of the evil thou haſt done, and the good 
thou haſt left undone, will turn more to thy ac 
vantage, than thy ſcholaſtick ſpeculations, con 
cerning the divine nature and counſels. Some Riad 
che ir religion in images, ſome in good books, ſom 
in external ſhew and pomp. of devotion, meaſur 
ing their piety. by the prayers they ſay, the ſet 
mons they hear, the meals they abſtain from 
Ochers honour me with their lips, and talk fam 
liarly of me, whoſe. hearts I am as utter a ftrangel 
GW, ag their allow ing me no place in their thought 


alk 


- 
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and affections can make me. But others again, 
without ſuch formal pretences, are men of true 
ſpiritual wiſdom, and inward purity; their deſires 
and converſation are in heaven, and earthly enter- 
tainments are the objects of their contęmpt; they 
even grudge. thoſe hours, which the neceſſary cares 
for ſupporting their bodies cut off the greater con- 
cerns br their immortal ſouls. And theſe are the 
men, that willingly hear, and bring a temper tru- 
ly prepared to receive the inſtructions of my Spirit: 
In them he reigns and triumphs. For, having ſub- 
dued the corrupt inclinations of fleſh, and info 
them with a true chriſtian bravery of ſoul ; they 


Jcontemn the treacherous and deluſive vanities. of 


this world, and lay out all their love and labour 
upon the joys of that better world, which, till God 
thinks fit to admit them into it, they endeavour to 
get ſome ſoretaſte of, by keeping their minds con- 
tinually intent upon it. N 


R E FL EXIT O 


He that is poſſeſod of the truth, as it is in 


© 7e/us, need be under no feaful 7 of 


what the world can do unto him; Truth is a rock 


chat will weather all ſtorms ; troubles and afflictions 


do but make it ſhine the more illuſtrious; the 
frowns and ill treatment of the wicked affect it not; 


a0its original is God bimſelf; for God is truth. 


Truth will teach us the way to happineſs; it will 


diſcover to us the uglineſs and odious nature of ſin; 
it points out the directeſt road to heaven; it ſnẽws 


us the amiable perfections and divine excellencies 
of a crucified Jeſus; it demonſtrates the folly, the 


blindneſs and ignorance of a vain and wicked world, 
chat can prefer the trifling ſatisfaction of gratifying 


their 
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182 Of the Imitation Book III. 
their unbounded luſts, to the ſpiritual and refined 
delights of true piety and a virtuous diſpoſition. 
Humility is the conſtant companion of truth; 
for no ſooner does truth diſcover to us the baſeneſs 
of our hearty, the irregularity of our lives, the odi- 
ous nature of our fins, the wrath of God which 
they expoſe us to, and the invaluable ſatisfaction 
that the bleſſed Fe/us made to divine juſtice, to 
miake a reconciliation between an angry God, and 
our finful ſouls; no ſooner are theſe things diſplay- 
ed to us in their true and lively colours, but we 
muſt be affected with the deepeſt humility, we muſt 
humble ourſelves in duſt and aſhes, take Thame to 
ourſelves,” and in the anguiſh of our hearts, cry 
out, Hoe unto us miſerable fimers ! What have | 
done? Is it poſſible that I, who am under ſo many 
ſuch infinite obligations to the divine Majeſty, 
ſhould be guilty of ſo many, ſuch enormous of- 
fences againſt my beſt, my greateſt benefactor? k 
it poſſible that I ſhould ſlight the gracious offers of 
his love, or be ſo ungrateful, as to take occaſion 
from the multiplying of his kindneſſes, to multiply 
my ſins againſt him? Where, was my reaſon, when 
Ftuffer'd the pleaſures and vanities of this world to 
take poſſeſſion of my heart, in preference to the ſo- 
lid comforts of a good conſcience ; when I preferr'd 
wealth and grandeur to the riches of divine grace, 
and the company and converſation of worldly- 
minded men, to a holy converſe with the bleſſed 
2 N05 in ſociety with his faithful ſervants in the 
ebration of his ordinances and inſtitutions? 
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CHae. VI. 
The wonderful Effects of divine Love. 


(Diſciple. ) 

Praiſe and magnify thy glorious Name, O God 

of heaven, Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
tor all the goodneſs and tender compaſſions, with 
which thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to remem- 
ber and relieve me thy unworthy creature. For 
unto thy loving kindneſs alone, O Father of mer- 
cies, and God of all comfort, are owing all the 
ſupports, with which the ſoul of thy ſinful ſervant 
bath been at any time refreſhed in the midſt of my 
afflictions. And therefore ro thee alone be the 
praiſe. To thee, O Father, with thy only begot- 
ten Son, and the bleſſed Spirit the Comforter, will 
render, as is moſt due, honour and thankſgiving 
for evermore. Come then, O Bleſſed Lord, into 
that ſoul, for which thou haſt expreſſed ſo great a 


* 


I tenderneſs, and let thy preſence repleniſh my heart 


with gladneſs: For thou art my health, my joy, 
and my glory, 'my hope and my refuge in the day 
5. and my everlaſting reward. 1 88 
With ſorrow I muft confeſs that my love is 
weak, and my virtue imperfett; nor can the one 
be ſupported without thy grace ſtrengthening it, 
or the other be cheriſhed, or increaſed, unleſs thou 
an thy holy fire, and nouriſh it with thy heavenly 
comforts. O viſit me then with thy ſalvation, and 
aſſiſt me to improve under thy holy diſcipline. 
Purge and purify my heart from all corrupt 
affections, and irrezular paſſions ; heal my ſpi- 


' tual diſeaſes, and take away that droſs and filth, 4 | 


which 
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_ Of the Imitation Book III. 
which binder my purer delights of divine love, 
trouble and diſcompoſe my patience, and weaken 
my reſolutions of perſeverance. | 2 

For love is ſtrong and powerful, a noble vir- 
tue, and a wonderful advantage in well-doing, 
It lightens the moſt beavy burthens, makes dit- 
ficulties eaſy, and ſmooths the rugged ways of 
duty; it ſweetens the bitterneſs of ſuiferings, and 
gives them an agreeable reliſh, This is the prin- 
ciple, which fires us with a vigorous and attiye 
zeal, inſpires us to attempt brave and noble ac- 
tions, and ſpurs us on with an impatient. defire 
of ſtill greater degrees of perſection. For love 
ever ſtrives to be uppermoſt, and diſdains to take 
up with low and vulgar attainments, It abhons 
confine ment, and would fain be freed from all 
worldly affections; that ſo its inward and fpiri- 
tual views may not be interrupted by any tem. 
5 good or evil, which obſcure or ſtraiten it, 
n love is the perfection of pleaſure and ſtrength; 
it is higher than heaven; broader than the ſea; 
it fills the ſpacious univerſe, for it is born of God; 
the firſt and beſt of all his creatures: And as it 
came from him, ſo it can never reſt till it have 
got above all finite beings, and till it center again 
in that Only, that infinite Good, from whence it 
was originally derived. 2 

The perſon who poſſeſſes it, never thinks he 
can make too much haſte, docs every thing with 
chearfulneſs and pleaſure, and ſuffers no inter- 
ruptions to ſtop him in his courſe: He gives all 
things liberally, and yet poſſeſſes all, becauſe hi 
ſoul is united to that ſupreme Good, in and from 
whom is every good and perfect gift, He look 
not ſo much at the gift as the Giyer; and be 
the quality of that what it will, it only ſerves 

2 to 
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0 render him more grateful to its Author. Love 
nows no bounds, no meaſure; it never thinks it 
an do enough; it reaches at things even above its 

2pacity, not conlidering ſo much what it is able, 

5 what it is willing and diſpoſed to effect; the 

ehemence of its deſires takes off all ſenſe of difh- 

ulty, and it thinks nothing ſo great but that it is 

duty bound to aim at it. And hence proceed 

oſe wonderful and aſtoniſhing atchievements, 

hich love does daily perform, where the fire con- 
ace Minues ſtrong, and is not damped by ſloth and faint- 

fire Neartedneſs. 


vel Love is always awake, is never tired with la- 
mn our, never oppreſſed with affliction, nor diſcou- 
ofs 


wed by fear; but, like a clear and ſtrong flame, 
ever mounting upwards, and clears its way thro? 
l oppoſition. It cries continually in the ears, (for 
rvent love is that cry which pierces the ears) of 
e moſt High; and the conſtant language of thoſe 


oth; MWevout ſouls which are inflamed with it, is to this 
Teaz ſet : My God, my Love, thou art my all; and J 
vod entirely thine. Enlarge my heart, and make 
as N 


e capable of yet more love; that I may feel and 

alt upon the ſweetneſs of theſe delightful affections, 

"Wd even melt away and loſe myſelf in the extaſies 

id charms of this heavenly diſpoſition. Increaſe 

id brighten up this divine flame, that, not content 

excel others, I may daily excel myſelf. Teach 

e the ſong of love, impart thyſelf unto me, and 

nter fceive me into favour with him in whom my ſoul 

s alWliohtech ; and fill me with ſuch raptures of joy 

e hyÞd praiſe, that every ſenſe, and even life itſelf may 

fromſe ſwallowed up in bliſs. Let me love thee much 

lookMore than I love myſelf ; nay, let me love myſelf 

d bed all good men, to whom thou art dear, only in 

ſerveyd for thee; for thus haſt thou commanded in that 
NG NB. IX. B b la 
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law af love, which is but as it were a ray or bean 
of thy glorious and di vine excellence. 

The love of God in a believer is quick in it 
motions, ſincere in its intentions, ardent and zes. 
lous in devotion, ſweet to the foul, brave in at 
tempting, patient in enduring, faithful in execut- 
ing, prudent in action, {low in reſentment, generoy 
and manly, and ſeeks not to pleaſe the perſon's ſelf 
but the object of his love. For, where a man ha 
only his own advantage in view, there intereſt, no 
love, is the principle which governs him. Thi 
kind of love is cautious and circumſpe&, upright 
and humble; not ſoft and effeminate, not fickle and 
fantaſtical; not fond of vanities, but ſober and 

rave, pure and refined, conſtant and ſedate, ſever 
and reſerved. This diſpoſes us to ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect towards our ſuperiors; to a mean and mo 
deſt opinion of ourſelves; to gratitude and dey 
tion towards God; it inſpires hope and holy truſt 
even in times of troubles and affliction. And it 1 
neceſſary that it ſhould do fo, becauſe no man is 
happy as to enjoy this love without a mixture 
pain, or always to live under the light of God 
countenance, ſo as that no clouds ſhould ever inte 
cept the cheering warmth of his favour, and creat 
tome dark intervals. 

That man therefore has no title to the chara 
ter of one that loves God, who is not diſpoſed at 
content to ſuffer any afflictions, which the divi 
proyidence ſees fit to inflift ; or thinks much to d 

Wo whateyer his will declares to be his duty. In 
i word, the hardeſt and moſt ungrateful proofs of 0 
| virtue, beſt manifeſt the feryency and fincerity « 
it 3 and if vexations and calamitous-accidents co 
or draw off our affections, this is an argument, tb 
'} man is not yet what eee eee, 
| 67 


'4 


dt. 


E222 i87 


bean ſhould all be, Rooted and grounded. in love. Epheſ. 
ii. 17. 


in Ut; 
"I REFLEXIO N: 

cu Divins love is a moſt noble principle; and 
gel the ſoul that is actuated by it, ſeems, as it were, 
15 diſtinct ſpecies of itſelf; its views reach beyond 
: all ſenfible objects; its ambition extends beyond all 
The earthly crowns and kirgdoms ; the world aud all 
* 1 its charms are leaſt in its eſteem; its eye 19 fixed on 
=. | celeſtial beauties; its defires are in heaven; the 
i *"'Y bleſſed Feſus, cloathed in all his amiable perfec- 
tions, fills the whole extent of its wiſhes; the riches 
OY of whoſe grace is all the wealth that the divine 
| au lover wants; the aſſurance of whoſe love is his 
* greateſt comfort and conſolation; and to be rank'd 


2 among his children, the greateſt honour he afpires 
to 


it 1 
151 


But this is ſuch a pitch of divine love, that 

few can arrive at. This ſpark of heavenly fire is 
8 „do apt to be quenched by the prevalence of the 
i ſenſual appetite; is too often diverted from its 
TY true object by illuſions and deceitful appearances 
TY thrown in its way by the grand adverſary of our 
ſouls ; the trials, troubles, and afflictions with which 
God is pleaſed, for our good, to exerciſe us, too 
frequently damp. its vigour, hinder its increaſe, 
and prove a dead w2ight upon its molt lively exer- 


ara 


d at 


* tions. Our paſſions, which are inſeparable from 
humanity, are often ready to choak up this divine 


principle; and ſo many are the obſtructions we 

meet with, both from ourſelves, and from the 

world; from without, and from within, to prevent 

or deſtroy the very exiſtence of this love in our 

hearts, that it is a miracle of God's ſp: cial grace 
| B 2 v; an 
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and love to us, that we are enabled at any rate to 
give it a place in our affections. 

O bleſſed and glorious LORD GO P, ſpread 
abroad thy love in my ſoul, kindle up this hoh 
flame in my affections, enrich my heart with the 
precious oil of thy grace, touch it with a ray of 

thy love, ſo ſhall it become a burning and a ſhin 
ing light; it will warm us into a fervency of zeal; 
it will comfort us in the cold winter of afffictions; hen 
it will be an over-ballance to the heat of perſe· I ſup 
cution; it is the richeſt cloathing to the naked Th 
the moſt delicious food to the hungry, the belt rag 
Pproviſion for the poor, the nobleſt cordial to theſ nei 
fainting ſpirit. O Bleſſed Jesus, give me a moreſ the 
perfect view of thy own lovelineſs, ſo ſhall my love] ene 
to thee increaſe, the ſmalleſt ſeed of it grow into 2 an: 
flouriſhing tree; tho? little in its beginning, it willſ un 
gradually proceed to the higheſt perfection, and} vir 
tho' ſown in much weakneſs, and in the midſt of ter 
many ſorrows and imperfections, it will, by theſſ re: 
afſiſtance of divine Grace, riſe to a noble height, 
and will reſt ſatisfied with no attainments, till it on 
receives its full completion in eternal glory. of 


CHAP, VII. 
The Evidences of true Love. ſu 


. (Cbriſt.) lit 
. Have obſerved, my ſon, thy notions of di fo 
vine love; but thou, alas! art not yet arrived] ef 
to that reſolute bravery and prudence, expected II in 
ef thoſe who have this love in their bear ſe 
| 3 © 12 


— 


Book III. of J=8Us CHRIST. 159 
( Diſciple.) LoxD, make me ſenſible wherein 


fail, and teach me how to mend my errors! 

( Chriſt.) A ſmall temptation ſhocks thy obe- 
dience. Thou grumbleſt at difficulties, and falleſt 
from thy own ſtedfaſtneſs, if I but ſeem to with- 
draw my fayour from thee. The comforts and aſ- 
ſiſtance of my grace are to be wiſh'd with zeal, but 


not with impatience ; nor mayeſt thou ſo ſet thy 


heart upon them, as preſently to ſhrink, if ſuch 
ſupplies do not at all times anſwer thy expeCtation. 
The reaſon why I hide my face, is to try thy cou- 
rage. For true chriſtian magnanimity is molt emi- 
rently ſeen in troubles and calamities; in turning 
the deaf ear to all thoſe crafty infinuations of the 
enemy, which take the advantage of melancholy 
and deep perplexity of heart, to Tice and deſtro 
unſtable 2 by tempting them to deſpair. This 
virtue rejoices in proſperity, but does it with ſuch 
temper, as not to be offended, and fall away by 
reaſon of adverſity. Tor 
He that loves with prudence, keeps his eyes up- 
on the Giver, conſiders the kindneſs and diſpoſition - 
of his Friend, and values the gift by that, not by 
ts own quality and intrinfick worth. He finds more 


real ſatisfaction in my affection, than in the largeſt * 


and moſt defirible benefits which it brings with it. 
do not abſolutely condemn all doubts and fad 
miſgivings, for to theſe the beſt of men are lia- 
ſuch 


perfect evenneſs of mind, which is always 


equally affected with the love and delights of ho- 
lineſs. Thoſe endearing pleaſures which good men 
ſometimes feel themſelves tranſported with, are the 
effect of my ſpecial grace and favour, and great 
indulgence; not the neeſſary and inſeparable con- 
oretaſtes of 
heavenly 


lequences . of virtue. The - ſweeteſt 


ble; and the infirmities of nature will not ſuffer 
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heavenly joys are not ſo regular as to be depend. 
ed upon, till we come to the fruition of that land 
of promiſe, the heavenly Canaan. And therefore 
we ought not to draw concluſions againft our- 
felves on the account of thoſe who want them; 
becauſe in this life they are given difcretionally, 
and frequently are forerunners of ſome ſevere and 
more ſeaſonable trial. And when that trial take 
Place, then to perſiſt in doing well, to ſtrive man. 
Tully againſt all reluctances of frail fleſh and 
blood, and perſevere in defpite of all the impor. 
tunities and diſcouraging ſuggeſtions of the temp 
ter, or of thy own corrupt and vitiated affeQtions; 
this is a proof of true ſpiritual bravery, and er- 
titles ſuch valiant combatants to a noble reward 
and exceeding bright crown. 

Let reaſon therefore, and a well-grounded faith, 
not fancy, humonr, or imagination, rule thy be- 
Haviour; and howſoe ver thy ſoul may be affett 
ed, let thy purpoſes of obedience be ſtill the ſame, 
and thy perſeverance unbroken. Sometimes per. 
haps thou art all in rapture and loſt in joy, and 
theſe extaſies. are not, what the prophane world 

ſuppoſe, mere enthuſiaſtick dreams and deluſions: 
Sometimes again thou wilt relapſe into weaknel 
and wandrings ; theſe are not thy choice, but thy 
misfortune ; nor doſt thou create them to thy ſel. 
but ſuffer them much againſt thy will. Nos 
what is not a man's own voluntary act, ſhall ne 
ver be imputed to him as a fault; and thus what 
ever befalls us by God's permiſſion, or the frail 
ot nature, will, if rightly managed, tend great 
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| to thy advantage, and rather improve than en 
ger thy virtue. 
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=_—  *Tis neceſſary, indeed, that you ſhould Kknov 
4 and conſtantly remember, that the implacabl 
; | enem 
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ook III. of rsUS CHRIST. "© 
enemy of ſouls is ever labouring by all means to 
cool and ſlacken your zeal. He watches, and 
oreedily lays hold of every occalion to damp your 
deyotion, to perſuade you to neglect, or abate of, 
your prayers or other holy exerciſes; to divert 


your thoughts from Chriſt and his ſufferings 


, and 
ix them upon objects of a different kind; to hear 
you off from that ſtrict guard, which you ought 
always to keep over your ſoul; and to under- 


nine your good intentions, and repeated reſolu- 


tions. He conveys many looſe and wicked thoughts 
into your heart, uſes a thouſand ſtratagems and ar- 
tifices, to make you believe that religion is a tire- 
ſome, tedious and unneceſſary thing, and to draw 
off your attendance upon God in prayers, in hear- 
ing his word, and in reading the holy Scriptures. 
And *tis his greateſt pleaſure, if by degrees he can 
draw you to a neglect of theſe things; as on the 
contrary nothing more provokes his malice, and 
croſſes his deſigns, than to ſee men frequently 
upon their knees, zealous 1n diſcovering and con- 
feſſing their fins; devout and attentive comers to 
2 5 and conſtant receivers of the Lord's Sup- 
er. When therefore he would perſuade you to 
cold and negligent in any thing of this nature, 
beware that you give no credit to his falſe and 
deluding inſinuations; for they are ſo many ſnares 
laid, to captivate and deſtroy you. Reſolutely 
reply to him, Get thee behind me, Satan ; © Bluſh, 
* if thou canſt, thou malicious ſpirit, at thy own 
* treacherous villainy ; I am well aware of thy 
« deadly baits; and am ſenſible that hell and 
* death are upon the hook; thy ſly deceits have 
no effect upon me, for I am already reſolved; 
* and my Saviour, who vainquiſhed thee upon 
the croſs, will ſtrengthen my., weakneſs, and 


en- 


the devil and thy own frailty, the more humble 
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«c 


enable me to overcome thy temptation, 


Think not to terrify me with difficulties ; for 


* death and ſufferings are much more eaſy to be 
« borne than guilt and fin ; and theſe I had much 
** rather chuſe than once to comply with thy vile 
* ſuggeſtions. Be * then, and for ever hold 
ic thy peace; for 1 will ſtop my ears, and am 
* from this moment reſolved to be deaf to thy 
* moſt troubleſome ſolicitations. Thou thinzkeſt 
** to overbear a poor weak mortal; but even that 
% mortal is a match Vor thee through Chrift that 
* firengthens him. And ſtrengthen me he will; 
* for the Lord is my light and ſalvation, whom 
« then fhall I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of 
« my life, of whom then ſhall I be afraid? Tho 
& an hoft were banded together againſt me, yet will 


6% not be diſmayd; for the Lord is my Helper, 


% and my God is the rock of my ctnfidence. 
Fight therefore the good fight, and follow the 
Captain of thy ſalvation, like a ftoud ſoldier. And, 


if at any time, through human infirmities, thou 


ſhouldeſt loſe ground, rally thy forces again quick- 
Iy, and begin a ſecond engagement with redou- 
bled vigour; and doubt not but I will ſend thee 
ſeaſonable recruits. But if at any time thou ſhould- 


eſt prove victorious, let not this ſucceſs exalt thee 
beyond meaſure. For pride and arrogance are of 


dangerous conſequence, they often end in moſt fa- 
tal errors, and are juſtly puniſhed with an almoſt 
incurable blindneſs of mind. Let the examples 
of. vain men, whom thou haſt ſeen undone by 


their own folly and my juſt indignation, be duly 


conſidered, as ſo many ſea- marks, to warn thee 
from ſteering the ſame dangerous courſe ; and the 


greater the conqueſts which thou obtaineſt over 


and 


wa | e 


\ 
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ns, Wand cautious ler theſe advantages make thee in thy 
for N conduct; and the more juſt to God, in aſctib- 
be Wing the whole ſucceſs and glory to the ſole aſſiſt 
ich ¶ tance of his all- powerful grace. WER: 


old VJ ͤ ͤ OTTER 
am | — 
thy LOVE 1s indefatigable; it is not ſatisfied with 
keſt Na few warm expreſſions of affection, with perform- 
hat Ning ſome acts of friendſhip and ſervice; but if op- 
hat Nportunities do not offer, it will ſeek occaſions of 
ill; Wdoing friendly office. 3 
hon But the divine lover, or the believer whoſe af- 
) of Wfcftions are ſpiritualized, who has received Jeſus 
Tb IChriſt into his heart, who has left all, who has ſin- 
will cerely renounced and turned his back upon the 
per, Nworld, the fleſh, and the devil, at the command 
and for the ſake of his dear Redeemer, this is the 
the Iman whoſe love is fixed, unalterably fixed on the 
\nd, Apleſſed Jeſus. It is true, his Lord may ſometimes. 
hou ew his frowns, and put a ſtop to thoſe free and 
1ck- Wweet intercourſes that at times have delighted the 
dou- Woul, and by which it has been raptur d as it were 
thee Pato the third heaven; yet will it not let go its 
ope that / the Lok» of its wiſhes will again return” 
thee ſvith ſmiles in his countenance, chear- its droopigg 
e of ſpirits, and remove every cauſe of its diſquiernde,”” 
t fa- ¶ Expect not therefore a conſtant continuance of 
molt {theſe celeſtial joys ; thou haſt many enemies to en- 
ples ounter, numerous corruptions of thy heart to mor?⸗ 


nd many cauſes for thy ſorrow and complaint, and 
onſequently wilt meet with many 1nterruptions to”. 
he ardency of thy love; yet thou muſt not ima» 

Ine, that becauſe Chriſt may at preſent hide his 
lace from thee, therefore thou haſt no place in bis 
and * | | G C a love; 


* 


| 5 


ify and ſubdue; in the doing of which thou wilt; ³⁶ 


- = 


love; rather think that his deſign in ſo doing is, WP 
that thou may'ſt ſet the greater value on his love, 
and to prove whether thine to him is genuine, 
pure, and of the right kind. | 

It behoves thee therefore, that howſoever tho 
art afflited in thy body or mind, to be careful tha 
the firmneſs of thy love be not ſhaken, that there 
be no decay in thy pious affections, no ſlacknels in 
the fervency of thy zeal; but that how ſeverely 
foever God may deal with thee, thou wilt ſtill re 
tain thine integrity. e 
- There is one certain rule by which thou wilt 
know whether thy love be true or counterfeit; na- 
mely, that when thou art attack'd by the tempting 

- pleaſures of ſenſe, or by the vanities and allure 
ments of the world, obſerve whether thou findeſt 
in thyſelf a willingneſs to comply with them, or! 
reluctance to, — an abhorrence of theſe, and 
whatever elſe may obſtruct the ſweet and delight. 
ful communion which thou earneſtly deſireſt with 
thy dear Redeemer. -Canſt thou ſay, with the AY 
Poſtle, I delight in the law of God, after the inward 
man: But Þ ſee another law in my members, warring 
againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me int 
captzoity to the law of fin, which is in my memberi, 


— 


=_ © wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me fruuſſeou 
body of this death? Rom, vii. 22. 23. 24. 8 v 
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" «ng? 
. 5 Crap. VIII. | 
. Be not vain of the Grace beflawed upan thee. . 
- A . pb | 
1ere I 0 | L 

S in _ T {(Chrift,) ak 
reh M A Son, when thou perceiveſt thy ſoul warm- 
ke 4 ed with devotion and holy zeal for my ſer- 


- Wice, I adviſe thee to decline all thoſe methods of 
wilt publiſhing it to the world, which vain men are 10 

na · ¶ induſtrious to take, and be fatisfied that it is known 
tingFooly to God and thy own conſcience. Rather en- 
lure·¶ deavour to moderate and ſuppreſs theſe pompous 
expreſſions of it, in which ſome place che very per- 
fection of zeal. Think meanly of thy own virtues. i 
Boaſt not of that grace, PE 0 it has pleaſed G 
Ito make thee differ from another. But let the con- 
ſideration of thy own unworthineſs make thee fear 
left thou ſhouldeſt loſe thoſe gifts, which thou didk⁵ 
Inot deſerve ever to have enjoy d. This is not only Þ 


ritfftan unde ſerved, but is alſo ans Gras and uncer- 
imiſftain privilege; for the brighteſ and warmeſt Sei! 


bers 


rol 


is apt to languiſh and wax cold; and unleſs. men” 
ould aſſure themſelves of ſuch a degree of Graces. , 
would render theſe variable natures of theus f 
ind unaltesable, the fervours of religious and hal, i 
Heſires can never be conſtant and equl. 
While therefore thou art enjoying theſe pleaſingngg³⁵ 
plous comforts, humble thy ſoul with reflectiong 
upon thy impotence and miſery. thy coldneſs and 
deadneſs, when thou haſt them not. And conſider i 
withal, that the improvement and excellence ;of a 
hriſtian's virtue conſiſts, not only in the Hf 
Wie of grace, but in a modeſt, humble and rofigned” 
temper, which can bear its being taken away withe. 
3 Cc 2 out 
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dut murmuring or deſpondency ; till exciting and 
g encouraging itſelf, not in the leaſt abating his dili. 
gence in holy duties, and not once ſuffering floth, 
or deſpair, or diſcontent, to leſſen one whit of a 
man's beſt endeavours, to do the utmoſt his cond; 

tion is capable of. 
This is an excellence which but few arrive at; 
Idleneſs and Impat ience are the uſual effects of ſpi- 
ritual diſappointments. Which yet is moſt unreés- 
ſonable, did we but conſider in whoſe diſpoſal theſe 
a well as all other ſucceſſes are. For it is not in 
the power of man to command events; God is ſole 
Matter of his own'fayours. He gives to whom he 
pfleaſes; nor will he be limited, otherwiſe, than by 
his own wiſdom, what or how much, or in what 
time or manner he ſhall beſtow his gifts. And even, 
when he is moſt liberal, men may and often do con. 
Vert his beſt gifts into occaſions of their own de- 
ſtrückion. Thus ſome men of bold ungovern'd zeal 
> aſpire at things above their ſtrength, and diſcoyer 
mite vehemence than conduct in their action, 
hey are perfectly carried ont of themſelves with 
= —eagernets; forget they are ſtill poor worms crau- 
dig upon earth, and think of nothing leſs than 
© building their neſt in heaven. Now theſe'are, often 
eit to themſelves, and taught by ſad experience, 
hit the beſt endeavours of man are weak and in- 
© eftectual, and that none ſoars to beaven, except di. 
Vipely aſſiſted in his flight, and mounted upon my 


: 


own Wings: 


Al is therefore highly neceſſary, that perſons of 
more zeal than experience ſhould be cautious, not to 
= proceed upon their on falſe meaſure of thomſelves, 
I! ber refer their, proceedings to the direction, 
aud better judgment of ſome perſons, whom length 
of time, and much obſer vation hath taught to tem: 


* - 
” 
4 


N 
* 


per thoſe vain conceits they are apt to entertain of 
their own ſtrength, and to proportion their under- 
takings to their circumſtances. But this is a ſub- 
miſſion which humility muſt qualify them for. For 
he who is wiſe in his own eyes, can ſeldom bear to 
be directed by another. And this conſideration 

. A 
makes a very indifferent degree of knowledge, at- 
tended with a modeſt and governable mind, much 
more ſafe and eligible, than the higheſt attainments 
that are attended with pride and ſelf· conceit. The 
mighty tranſports and great ſatisfaction men fre- 
quently feel from their own improvement in good- 
reſs, are of dangerous conſequence, if they be ſuf- 
fered to obliterate the remembrance of a man's 
former weakneſs, and his fears of relapſing into ſin 
again. And on the other hand, theſe fears may run 
into exceſs, that is, when difficulties tempt men to 
deſpair, and beget melancholy diſtruſts of God's 
ability and readineſs to relieve and reſcue them by 
the ſuccours of that grace, in whoſe power it is to 
ſcatter and defeat the moſt violent temptations... + 
_ The ſame diſpoſition of ſoul, which lulls ns in ſe- 
Au in times of proſperity and peace, inclines to 
fearful 
verſity and trial. For would a man but guard him- 
ſelf againſt vain confidences, and proceed always 


with caution and prudence, when his graces and his 


hopes are at the higheſt ; thus would he preſerve 
himtelf from thoſe dangers, which an unwary 


, 


warmth, and too ſanguine hopes, are apt to involve 


him in. And therefore, when you form to yourſelf 


the faireſt and moſt promiſing expectations, it will! 


be proper to conſider, what may become of you, if 
God ſhould hide his face, and abate or Wholly Witk- 
draw thoſe cheering comforts, . with which you are 
now ſo much exalted. And ſo again, when theſe 
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neſs and dejection of mind in the day of ad- 
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are interrupted, ſupport your ſpirits in thoſe dark 
intervals, with the hope, that day may break upon 
you again, and that this night of affliftion i; 
lengthened, to make you more adviſed, and get the 

eater honour, je | 

For ſuch trials as theſe are more advantagious to 
my faithful ſervants, than a continual flow of proſ. 
perity and conſolation could poſſibly be. They 

- muſt needs be ſo; fince virtue does not conſiſt in 

, abundance of illumination and knowledge; but in 
lowlineſs of mind, in meekneſs and charity, in 2 

perfect reſignation to God, and a fincere diſpoſition 

to ſerve and pleaſe him; in a juſt ſenſe of our own 
©  vileneſs, and not only thinking very meanly of our. 
+ ſelves, but being well ſatisfied to be fo thought of 


REFLEXITON.' 


S RACE and humility have ſo near an affinity, 
that where the one is, the other is never abſent. If 
chou findeſt in thyſelf greater degrees of grace than 
thou perceiveſt in thy neighbour or fellow-Chriſ- 
lan, be not lifted up, but rather be thankful that 
= God hath thus favour'd thee above others. 
Conſider likewiſe thy former miſerable and com- 
fortleſs condition, when thou wert deſtitute of this 
. divine principle; for when thou wert without that, 
thou'waſt at the fame time without God, without 
Hopes, without happineſs; labouring under the 
power and guilt of thy fins; a flave to thy luſts, 
- and in continual danger of eternal ruin. But to 
whom doſt thou owe that happy alteration which þ 
thou findeſt in thyſelf; to whom, but to him who 
Has ſhed abroad his grace in thy heart? What then fi 
= Haſt thou to brag of? What reaſon haſt thou w 
SS 3 boa 


» 
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1 of that which God might have deſtowed on 
dark nother, as well as on thee? It rather becomes thee 


o be humble under the ſenſe of thoſe diſtinguiſh- 8 
ing favours which thou enjoyeſt above other; 
meckly to receive that honour which characterizes i 
thee a child of God, and a favourite of heaven. If 


sto thou enjoyeſt the comfortable influences of the Ho- 
rol- ly Spirit, conſider that the ſame Spirit can with- 
hey raw his comforts, and leave thee overwhelm'd in 
t in Wirkneſs and dejection. | of 
in God is pleaſed to deal many ways with his chil- 
, 2 en; ſometimes by croſſes and aflition 3 again he 
ian 


gives them ſucceſs and proſperity in their worldly 
oncerhs; now he brings them down to the ve 
gates of deſpair; anon he lifts up the light of his 
ountenance upon them, ſhews himſelf a recongiled 
od and Father, ſpeaks peace and pardon to their 
ſouls; and thus he tries them, thus he : Purges them 
rom the leaven of pride and hypocriſy, humbles 
hem in their own opinion of themſelves, and ſo 


ty, Wits and 15 them for the enjoyment .of thoſe 

If Npure and refined pleaſures that are reſerved for ſuch 
nan ſonly as have their affections weaned from this world, 
bn nd are fixed on heavenly and ſpiritual objects. 

a " 1 
. l 9 9 "IF — 
his Cn 
At, ; , 15 l 8 
he | Of bumbling ourſehves before God. 
to D 


ch Bed, now I take upon me to ſpeak unto my Lord, 


ho who am but duſt and aſhes, Gen. xviii. vile and 1 
en ful duſt and aſhes! For, ſhould I think better “ "i 


* 


* 
alt bet”; 3 her 


And ſupport me, and all that groundleſs arrogance m. 
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my ſelf, I ſhould make my God my enemy, and 2: 
ſtand convicted by the undeniable teſtimony, and in 
Juſt reproaches of my own guilty conſcience. Bu co: 
if T humble my ſoul, if I think meanly of my ow de 
merit, and believe myſelf to be that wretched thing 2b 
I really am, thy grace will exalt, thy light chef at 


to which my corrupt heart is naturally anclined, v4 th: 
niſhes into'not!:ing. O! give me then a right un pr 
derſtanding of my ſelf; help me truly to diſcen, 
what I now am, what I originally was, and whence m) 
J came; that I am nothing, and proceeded from ta: 
nothing; and, if deſtitute of thy grace, have no an: 
thing eit but fin and infirmity, which T had much le: 
better be without, And yet as vile, as ſinful, af his 


deeſected, as I am of my ſelf; as ſoon as the bright w 


beams of thy favour are caſt upon me, my weaknels} nu: 
is made ſtrong, and my heavineſs enliven'd into joy. for 


I cannot obſerve the ſudden wondrous change with-W fei 


ing noble choughts, aſſiſting my weakneſſes, fu 


dc haye been my ruin, but a ſincere love of thee, and 


out amazement, nor can I account for the happy art 
exaltation of my nature; which, tho by its owaß me 
weight 1s inclined to fink perpetually, and, by vat 
fatal tendency to fin and hell, is preſod down with Je 
ad load of fleſh and frailty, is yet, by the powerfulſ of 
mighty workings of thy grace, enabled to aſpire iu ou: 
ſpiritual and refined objects, and take bold flight: 
to thee and heaven. | 05g 
This; I am truly ſenſible, is the ſtrange effect o 
thy free grace alone, preventing my deſires, — on 


f plying my wants, and reſcuing me from innumers 
ble dangers; which, without theſe powerful ſuc 

cours, muſt incvitably deſtroy and ſwallow me uw 
For an inordinate love of myſelf had formerly like 


an entire dependance upon thy goodneſs, recove! 


\ 
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and reſtores me; and the more I love and confide 
in thee, the leſs reaſon I find to value and have any 
confidence in any thing of my own, For thou my 


» 
—__— 


dear Redeemer, art bountiful and kind, infinitely 


above my deſerts: My deſerts! Alas, they are none 
at all, or worſe than none: But thou exceedeſt even 
my largeſt defires, and giveſt more, infioztely more, 
than J eicher preſume to ask, or am able to ex- 
reſs. | 
Eternal thanks and praiſe be therefore rendred to 
my God, for his unſpeakable goodneſs, which diſ- 
tains not to beſtow the precious gifts of his grace 
and Spirit, upon a wretch utterly unworthy of the 
leaſt of all his mercies. Yea, bleſſed and adored be 
his Name for his liberality and long-ſufferſng, 
which; in deſpight of all our provocations, conti- 
nues to oblige thoſe by kindneſs, who, by their 
former ingratitude and abuſe of it, had juſtly for- 
feited all future favours; and, by many excellent 
arts, and holy importunities, invites and draws 
men to himſelf and their own happineſs, who haye 
naturally an averſion to both. Even fo, bleſſed 
Jeſus, extend thy compaſſion, and continue thy care 
of us, who are too prone to forſake thee, and ruin 
ourſelves. Oh! do thou work in us thankful, hum- 
ble, pious diſpoſitions ; for we ourſelves are nothing., 
and thou art holineſs and health, our only ſtrength. 
and ſalyation; | 


* ELER XI O N. 


TE = — 
War infinite condeſcenſion is it in thee the . 3 
great God of heaven, who art ſo holy that thou 
chargeſt even thy angels with folly, to fuffer - 
ſeach a poor wretched worm as I am, to hold dif- 
courſe with thee, or that thou ſhouldeſt take the”, al 
IS 1 tea i 
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leaft notice or regard of me! Loxy! Fam unwor- 
thy to take hy holy Name into my polluted lips, 
or to look up unto the place where thy honour 
dwelts. My heart is full of corruption; the natu— 
ral bent of my inclination is to fin and vanity; 
om the crown of my head, to the ſolts of my feet, 
Jan, as the Prophet ſpeaks, in a ſpiritual tenſe, 

alt ovtr wounds and bi uiſes, and putrifying ſores, 


How then can I expect that the pure eyes of thy 


holineſs ſhould look on me otherwiſe than with 
abhorrence and detefiation ? But thou art Gop, 
and not a man; and therefore it is that I am 
not cohſumed. He hath not dealt wieh us after 

% fins; nor rewarded us according to our iniqui- 
ier. For as the heaven is higb abnue the eat th, 
great is his mercy toward them that fear. then, 
PE &nti. 10, 11. And again, verſe 12, 13. Like as 
a father pitieth his chili in, ſo the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. For be kniweth our frame ; 
be remembreth that we are but duf?. 

Humble thyſelf, O my foul, under a ſenſe of 
thy own vileneſs; proſtrate thyſelf before him in 
duft and aſhes; refiett on the infinite diſparity 
 betwixre God and thee ; confider thyſelf incapa- 
ble, as of thy own ability, to think a good thought, 
much leſs to perform any ſervice that ſhall be ac- 
ceptable to a Being inſioitely holy, and of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity with any approbu- 
tion or delight. ; | 

Where then is thy help, where: is thy comfort, 
thy dernier reſort, O miſerable wretch, in this thy 
forforn diſtreſſed condition? Where, but in thy 
dear Redeemer, the bleſſed Jefes, who graciouſſy 
became a Mediator, and expoſed. himſelf to the 
Wrath of God, to ſave thee from. the juſt deme · 
Fits of thy fins, to procure thy pardon, and re · 


ſtore 
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tore chee to that happineſs which thou hadit 
ſorfeited, and which thou could'ſt never have re- 
cover'd without making fuch a ſatisfaction as thou 
wert never able to make, ſuch as ſhould be ad- 
equate to the heinouſneſs of thy offenee. It is 
to the love of thy bleſſed Sawour that thou art 
alone indebted for all the comforts and conſola- 
tions thou enjoyeſt here, or expefteft hereafter. 
To thee therefore belongs nothing but ſhame and 
confulion of face; but to him aſcribe, as is molt 
due, all honour, might, majeſty, and dominion, 


; : — 
both now and for ever- more. 


n 
Do all to the Glory of God. 
1 C bis.) N 
175 HE ſure and only Way for thee to happt® 
J neſs, is, to make me the chief and ultt- 


mate end of thy actions and deſires. This will be 
ac. che beſt proof of thy ſincerity; by chis thy mind 18 
refined and purified from all thoſe ſordid intereſts 
"M and partial reſpects, which are apt to corrupt Hu- 
man nature, which is of itſelf tuo much addifted to 
private gain and (clhſhnefs, and thoſe falſe prp- 


5 ſpects of happineſs which the love of this world 
= vainly propoſes. For, no ſooner does a man deſ- 


r eend to theſe, and ſeek himſelf in all he daes, hu 
Ide finds his own inſufficiency to compaſs his an># 


re- me then conſtantly In view, and alm at n f ing I 
re bat the adyancement of rer which is in- 
| d 2 _ 
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deed but reaſonable and juit, tince 1- am the Hirt 
and moſt perfect good; the ſource from whence all 
things flow, and therefore all of right return to, 
and thould center atleaſt in me again. I ask for 
nothing as my own, the tribute of a thankful ac. 
knowledgment of the ſucceſſes given by my provi: 
"dence, of the actions performed by virtue of my 
-afliſtance, of the very faculties and powers original. 
Ay inſpired by my creating Spirit. 
The high and honourable, as well as mean ard 
+low; the rich and poor, all drink of this common 
fountain, and the moſt exalted of the children of 
men can do nothing, till furnithed with ability from 
hence. This ſpring is inexhauſtible, and they who 
receive molt, and are grateful in their returns, on 
ſuch I beſtow more liberal meaſures of grace. 
Them that honour me, I will molt certainly bo- 
nour and bleſs in a vifible and eminent manner; 
but if men glory in any thing but the LORD, I blaſt 
their devices, diſappoint their hopes, and make 
them aſhamed of their vain boaſtings. For ſo have 
ordered matters by my providence; that no true 
pr laſting ſatisfaction ſhall ever fill that ſoul whoſe 
"affections are ſet upon private and paltry advantages. 
Vexations from without, and perplexities from Ne 
Within, are the natural eonfequences of worldly de- 
fixes, and ſelfiſh principles. 
If therefore thou haſt received or done any good 
| thing, take care that thou doeſt not place the ho- 
-nour and thanks due for it upon thyſelf, or any 
_ other perſon. For this would be to rob God of his 
due, rg whom men receive whatever they haye, 
Pr are, and ſtand in duty and equity bound, to pay 
bim their acknowledgments. Since then the whole 
15 mY gift, furely to me only belong the whole 
8 


+ Fhanks and praiſe; and this is what, as I injure bot 
=. Ts © $40 man 
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man in requiring, ſo aſſure thyſelf, I will never 
depart from. | 5 * | 
This is the true principle of juſtice, neceſſarily 
to be conſ dered, and thoroughly ſubmitted to; be- 
cauſe it chaſt izes and utterly confounds that other 
moſt pernicious principle of pride and vain glory, 
to which mankind are ſo extremely prone. Nor is 
it leſs their happineſs than their duty: For, where 
this generous love and regard of me takes place, 
it does not only engage my favour, but ſecures the 
man from envy and di ſcontent, prejudice, and every 
other paſſion, that uſes to embarraſs little and 
vorldly minded people. For this reſpectful de- 
ference and fervent love of God enlarges the ſoul, 
and. fills; it with great and truly noble thoughts, 
And therefore this is an undoubted mark of true 


Ind heavenly wiſdom, to make me the only object 
Hof its joy, and hope; for, how can he be wiſe, who 


does not underſtand that God is the perfection and 
original of all good, and that the neceſſary conſe- 
quence of his being ſo, is that he is to be praiſad, 
onoured, and adored, in, and for, and above all: 


Since all the good for which men have the greateſt 


alue, is by communication from him; an emana- 


tion from his fulneſs, an effect of that ſole, that | 


. Fitverſal cauſe? 


REFLEXIOM..,. 


WHOEveR ſeeks, for happineſs in this world, 
ml find himſelf miſerably diſappointed. : God 
lone is the chief good, and ought to be the ulti- 

ate end of all our aims, the great point to Which 

e ſhould direct all our views, deſigns, and endea- 
ours. No other object but the Almighty God can 
che wiſhes, or bound the deſires of an immortal 

* ſoul. 


Hour the Believer drops the anchor of his hope; i 


* 
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foul. This will eafily 4ppear by conſidering, tha 
before we have a due ſenſe of the all-ſufficiency 4 
the ſupreme Being, how apt and ready we are u 
run from one object to another; how ſoon our ſer 
fal appetites arg cloy'd by confining them to one 
particular object; that the ſoul is not ſatisfied cel 
with the higheſt attainments of bum , knowledge 
andcould its faculties be extended to+;erce throug 
all the ſecrets of nature, and to comprehend all the 
intricacies of prudence, it would be ſtill afpiring i 
higher degrees of perfection. But when it make 
the infinite Being the ſubject of its enquiries, it find 
enough to employ all its powers, and to fill ig 
whole capacity either with knowledge, or bappi 
neſs. Here only can the foul find reſt ; in this ba. 


this fourtain he takes delightful draughts of loveM 
In this paradiſe he is ſweetly entertained: with thi 
moſt agreeable proſpects of grace and glory. 
Where-ever the love of God is, there is peace an 
joy; but where that is not, there can be no con 
fort at leaft, of any long contirmance. Horror ani 
darkneſs muſt ſurround that ſoul which has not th 
light of God's countenance ſhining upon it. Letu 
then be thankful for every degree of divine grate i 
that is beſtow'd upon us; let us be ill prefiingk 
forwards, and endeavour at greater attainments. i 
order to which let us ſtrive to be duly ſenfible q 
our own wants and frailties, ſo ſhall we the mo 
_ "eagerly embrace the offers of divine love; ſo ſſ 
we be the more diſpleas'd with ourſelves, and ti 
more earneſtly defire to befilled with every go 
and perfect gift, which can proceed only rol 
God, who gives to all liberally, and upbraic 
not. . 
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cue. XI. 
God's Service is moſt deſirable. 


(Diſciple.) | 7 

Will again embolden myſelf to ſpeak unto the 
Log D; nor ought I indeed to be ſilent, but ad- 
reſs myſelf to thee, my LORD and God; my hea» 
enly King, that fitteſt on thy throne far above the 
Jes, and thus will I proclaim thy mercies and 
Hine own happineſs. How pure, O Lok p, how de- 
Wichtful, how exquiſite are the pleaſures thou haſt 
n ſtore for them that fear thee, that delight chem- 
elves in thy love, that are entirely devoted to thy 
ervice. No tongue can ſufficieutly expreſs. che 
yondrous joys, the tranſports, and raviſhing exta- 
Wes, which fill choſe pious ſouls, that are inflamed. 
th the love, and wo rr in the contemplation 
thee. For this is a ſubjzQ boundleſs as thy goad- 


g me out of nothing. And, when that being 
Which thou gaveſt me was by my ſins rendred liable 
d eternal miſery, a freſh, and yet more ineſtima- 
We inſtance: of thy mercy, was that of beſtowing 


nothing; for thou hadſt compaſſi on on my 


and didſt inſtruct and guide me ia thy love. 


oe thall J enough magnify thee.! Can J ever 
raiden 


H A minds 


ſs; that goodneſs, which was ſhown in command» 


ame a new ard better life, when I was. wore 


; etched and forlorn condition; thau ſoughteſt and 
tender care broughteſt back. thy loſt ſheep; 
deſt me in the right way, hel pedſt me to walk in 


geo chou overflowing! fountain of endleſs love, 


get thee; thee, who in my lowelt ebb.of miſery. | 
lit condeſcend;{o graciauſlys ſo.cficttually,. to be 
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mindful of me? whoſe love reſcued me from deaty, 
and far exceeded my largeſt hopes; reſtored me tg 
that favour, which my fins had forfeited, and ſhejx: 
ed itſelf a friend to that wretch, who. was become 
thine and his own enemy. I bat ſpall I render to 
the Lord for all the benefits he hath done unto met 
PI. cxvi. If I ſhould reſolve to ſetye thee, ya 
how poor a tribute is that to him whom the whole 
univerſe is bound to ſerve ? This is fo vaſtly ſhon 
of a ſufficient return, that I ought rather to ad: 
mire thy mercy, and eſteem it an honour to my 
felf when thou condeſcendeſt to accept the ſervice 
of ſo poor, ſo worthleſs a creature, and doſt nat 
difdain to reckon me amongſt thoſe, whom thou 
permitteſt to do thee homagmmee. 
For, even in this I pay thee no more than i 
juffly thy due, fince I and all I have are thine. 
But, why do I talk of ſerving thee, ' when by. 1 
moſt aſtoniſhing condeſcenfion, even thou, the migh: 
ty God, art pleaſed to ſerve me. For this is the 
effect of that admirable good proyidence, which 
hath contrived and ordered heaven and earth, and 
All the creatures in ſuch a manner, that they ſhould 
be uſeful and beneficial to. mankind ; which hath 
appointed bleſſed ſpirits above for guards and ml: 
-niſters to the heirs of falvation ; and, which is mol ©. 
furprizing, when thou thyfelf, for my ſake, hadi 
taken upon thee the form of a ſervant, and becomelt 
a frail, an afflicted man! When thou layeſt dow! 
thy life for miſerable finners, and fill giveſt thy: 
ſelf in grace, and haſt promiſed to give thyſel 
even the full and eternal fruition of thy gloriou 
Godhead to every ſincere believer, 
Of! that it were in my power to make a ſuitable 
. return, for love which ſurpaſſes,” not m thanks of 
Iy, but even my utmoſt ſtretch of thought Y | 


if 
' 
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that my ways were ſo upright, that my whole life 
might be one continued act of gratitude and obe- 
dience! Nay, ſo great is my failty, that I could 
eren wiſh, that any one day of that life might be 
employed as it ought in thy ſervice. I know, O 


and honour, and praiſe for ever. I am ſenſible, 
that thou only art my rightful LORD, and I thy 


thy juſt due, and that nothing ought to delight us 
ſo much as thankfulneſs and 4 to thee; that 
nothing elſe bnt this ſhould give me any ſatisfac- 
tion, and that, when I have laid myſelf out entire- 
ly upon it, I {till come ſhort of my duty. This is 
the real perſuaſion, this is the earneſt deſire of my 
ſoul ; and where my power falls ſhort of my incli- 
ration, there do thou, I beſeech thee, ſtrengthen 
Mad ſupply what is wanting, by thy grace, that 
benny actions and behaviour may bear teſtimony and 
hichl proportion to my pious diſpoſition. 7 
To be the meaneſt of thy ſervants is the higheſt 
advancement ; to deſpiſe and renounce all for thee, 
balls true riches and honour. They who thus enter 
"Wibemſelves into thy family, and chearfully under- 
moll cake this task, ſhall be gloriouſly rewarded ; hey 


ef grace and divine comforts in exchange. Th 
Wo thus engage themſelves in thy ſervice, that 
e bandon worldly cares, and attend tothe one thing 
a deceſſary, to attain to a true and generous free- 
om of ſoul. For the ſtrait way of thy com- 
ap mandments is the only perfect law of liberty. 0 
„ bappy confinement! which ſets men at libertx 
from the ſlavery of fin, from worldly cares and ig 
cumbrances, from thoſe inſupportable tyrants, u 
NuMB. X. | Ee uni 


Lord, that thou art worthy to receive all duty, 


poor unworthy ſervant ; that the utmoſt I can do is 


[will feel the pleaſures of this world infinitely paid, is ; 7 | 
infinitely exceeded, by the better and larger amends 


A... 


210 


Of the Imitation Boo UH 


2 : 
unruly appetites and dominecring paſſions! O blef; : 
Ted dependance ! which takes us into the retinue 9 
the moſt High God, raiſes us up to a level with ti 
angels, renders us dear to the Almighty, a terror 1 
evil ſpirits, conquerors over our worſt and fierced % 
enemy, and recommends us to the love, the praike A 
the imitation of all good men. Who would 10 4 
eagerly embrace ſuch a ſervice, where the ver 5 
work is pleaſant, the encouragements paid down; hy 
hand noble and great, and the wages promiſed 1 5 
recompence for our labours, are the molt exquiſite n 

= unſpeakable, ard everlaſting happineſs? wh 
RHELEXITOM . 

| or: 

INFINITE are the obligations W are unde oo 

to our ever bleſſed and gracious God. ?Tis in hi 8 

we live, and move, and have our Being; he ay... 
dow'd us with rational faculties, whereby we a ha 
diſtinguiſh'd from the brute part of the creation :.. 
whereby we are made capable of examining the glc 550 
rious works of his hands, of tracing the finger d Ke 
this Almighty Architect through an infinite varie 2 
of the moſt curious workmanſhip, and of pral 5 

ing, honouring, and adoring that Deity which of 
wanifeſted even in the minuteſt part of the un pr 
-— yerle. we 
But what ſhall I ſay, how ſhall T deſcribe, wha ane 
words ſhall I uſe to declare the boundleſs in finiſſi fia. 
of that love which reſcued me, poor, miſerable of ch. 
fender, from the vengeance of his vindictive wia 10. 
and the terrors of his impartial juſtice ? That! fla 
who had broken his laws, and, practically bid «Ml ,,, 
Hance to his omni potence; that I, Who am coveriII ,,, 


all over with the filth of fin, and had not even f 
much as a deſire to be cleanſed from it; that I, wi 


haßt 
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ly Spirit of Grace, turn'd a deaf ear to all his gra- 
cious calls and invitations; that I, miſerable wretch! 


"7 088 worthleſs worm! ſhould find favour in the eyes of 
1 this infinitely holy, pure, and perfect Being! How 
_ a amazing is the condeſcenſion! how inconcelvable 


the love, that in this my forlorn and helpleſs con- 
dition, thou ſhouldeſt ſay unto me, live!] ſhould'ſt 
be willing to pardon my innumerable: offences, and 
o recover me from that inevitable perdition into 
e which I bad voluntarily brought myſelf! | 

And now, is it poſſible, O my ſoul, that thon 


canſt forget all this goodneſs ? Canſt thou be ſo un- 


grateful ag go renounce thy allegiance to thy King, 


thy Savio; and thy God? Canſt thou be unmind- 
ful of all, or, indeed, of any of his tender mercies 


art able to make for all the loving kindneſs thou 
haſt received at his hands. The leaſt thou canſt do 
js to devote thyſelf wholly to his fervice, to pro- 
mote his glory, and to advance his Name and in- 
tereſt in the world. Canſt thou ever be weary of 
Wl praiſing, ſerving, and glorifying God, who is never 
bla weary of doing thee good? His ſun is never weary: 
of ſhining upon thee; the earth is never weary of 


wha and protection of thee and thine : Canſt thou then 


thy obedience to the divine commands? Wilt thou 


commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 


have, as much as in me lay, done deſpite to the ho- 


towards thee? Rather conſider what return tha 


producing ſuſtenance for the ſupport of thy life and 
well-being; Providence is never weary. of its care” 


ſlacken in thy love, or be carelefs and indifferent in 


love any thing better than him, who has given 
luch unexampled inſtances of his love for thee, WA 


were yet finners Chriſt died for us? Rom. v. 8 


"tb; 
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CHAT. XII. 


Of rightly managing our Deſires. 
_ ( Chriſt. ) 
UT till, my ſon, there are many thingy, 
in which thou art not yet ſuthciently in- 
ſtructed. $ 
; ( Diſciple.) Lord, wilt thou be pleaſed to let 
me know, and enable me to receive, and do 
them ? 
» CChrift.) Thy defires muſt be brought into 
ſubjection, and my will take place in ery thing; 
nor muſt thy own private intereſt, but the zeal and 
regard for my honour, and the obedience due to my 
commands, be the governing principle of all thy 
Actions. You feel defires, like inward ſprings, 
put you into motion; and ſometimes you are 
very eager of doing what you are fully perſuad- 
ed is good. But, even when the thing itſelf is 
"commendable, the intention of the mind, and mo- 
ie, men go upon, ought to be carefully attend- 
ed to. For it makes a vaſt difference, whether 
or themfelves be principally in their thoughts, 
Now - it is not difficult to make this diſcovery, 
For, if my honour be their great concern; how 
foever my providence diſpoſes their affairs, they 
will conclude that what I do is beſt, and will be 
contented with it. But if under this diſguiſe of 
holineſs, there be a lutking corruption of private 
and ſelf reſpects, if gain makes men frugal, or 


ambition virtuous, or the praiſe of the world cha- 


ritable ; or the conſideration of their own health 


temperate ; theſe are principles, which thou canſt 
* | | not 
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not ſafely depend upon. Thy conduct will be 
unequal, and vary as events do; and every dif- 
appointment of thy expectations will produce 
trouble and impatience. 1 

Be not therefore ſo confident of every ſort of 
inclination to do well; but firſt conſult with me, 
and be careful to build upon a good foundation. 
For men who act upon indirect views, very often 


repent when it is too late; and that from which 
they at firſt propoſed great ſatisfaction and 5 


vantage, proves in the end their torment and lo 
Nay, I muſt farther caution you, that you | 
not -take even good inclinations at firſt fight, nor 

raſhly purſue them without a diligent and prus 
dent obſervation. - For, it may be ſometimes ne- 
ceſſary to put ſome reſtraints upon the very beſt . 
intention. They who neglec this, and give free 
ſcope to their zeal by to great — often 
exceed the bounds of moderation and decency ; 
ſometimes give offence to their brethren by their 
extravagant heats, and violent ſallies; and ſomes» 
times, upon any reſiſtance or difficulty, which ob- 
ſtructs thoſe — and precipitate fervours, loſe all 
their inward peace, draw back from their good 
defigns, and fall from the height of a rapturous 
delight, to the extremities of melancholy and de- 
ſpair. So that, to make thy zeal in well-doing 
in every reſpe& what it ought to be, it is by. 
no means ſafficient, that it be honeſt ard well 
diſpoſed, unleſs it be alſo ſober, and regular, and 
Uſcreet. | 

Again, there are ſome occaſions and circum» * 

ſtances, which render a ſort of holy violence ne- 


ceſſary, and oblige men to act directly contrary 2 | | 


to their inclination 3 to have no manner of regard == 
to fleſh and ſenſe, or to any thing that may ſeem̃ 
b _ agreeable 


% | = 


| 
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agreeable any farther than it may ſerve to afl. 
mate the mind againſt them, and refolately en. 
gage in a formal war, for the reducing, or keep. 
ing them in obedience to the ſuperior faculties of c 
the foul. For, by thus frequently controlling, " 
and counter-working all that human nature hath 
a tendency to, thou wilt find thyfelf gradually 
qualified for duty; and wilt acquire a great res. 1 
dineſs of doing, or ſuffering, whatever ſhall be ö 
impoſed upon it. And in theſe exerciſes the fri * 
Soundations are laid, of contentedneſs with a little, 
of ſatisfaction in an obſcure and diſregarded ſtate, 
and mean and narrow fortune; and of patience 
under any croſſes or calamities, without thoſe mur. 
*muring thoughts, which are apt to beget hard and 
unbeſeemingreflections, and too often break out 
An wicked complaints, and imprudent expoſtulz 
tions, againſt the juſtice, and wiſdom, and good 
meſs of God and providence. 


_ FEFESXION. : 120 
A pure diſintereſted ſincerity in the perform 
ance of religious duties, is not ſo eaſily attainabk 10 
as ſome may imagine. On the one hand the ur 50 
ſubdued corruptions of the heart, and the unmorti..” 
Fed appetites of the fleſh, are too apt to encroacg, 
upon our affections however ſanctified and piouſ af 
anchn'd ; and on the other, we are too prone n 
pride ourſelves in any religious and ſpiritual gif 
and attainments with which it has pleaſed God it 
make a diſtinction between us and others. Expre 
ons of an impetuous zeal for God's glory and ſe 
Mee, are not always infallible marks of true plet] 
any more than violent profeſſions of loyalty a! 
attachment to a government, are the certain fig 
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of a true patriot. Hypocriſy, or ſelſ-intereſted 
views, may lurk under all our fair pretenſions to 
religion; and it is poſſible we may make the ho- 
nour gf God only as a ſtale to catch worldly pre- 
ſumknts and dignities, which ſome good men may 
have in their power to beſtow, and with whom we 
would ingratiate ourſelves with a ſemblance of ſuch 


virtues as may recommend us to their approbation. 


This is a diſpoſition of which we ſhould eſpecial 
beware; for if our hearts are not right with God, 
we may be aſſured none of our ſervices will be ac- 
ceptable to him. X 


lt behoves us therefore to labour with all our 


might, to ſubdue and mortify our ſenſual inclina- 


tions and irregular appetites ; for ſo long as there 
remains in the heart a paſſionate and prevailing de- 


lire for the things of this world, we may depend 
upon it the love of God is not in us; ſo long as 
our affections are confin'd to earth, we muſt dif 


claim all pretenſions to heaven; while ſin,maintaing 
its dominion in us, we cannot properly call God 
our Sovereign, becauſe we refuſe ſubmiſſion to his 


laws, and allegiaace to his government; we are 


Ino fit manſions for the Holy Spirit to dwell in, 
Yo long as we indulge ourſelves in the filthy gratis 
Miication of any ſenſual luſt. It is the auſtere Chriſ⸗ 


tian, who holds a ſtrict rein over his paſſions, 
caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that 


exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and. 


bringing into captivity cuery thought to the obedience 
of Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 5. who ſubmits himſelf ts 
the abaſing, humble, and ſelt-denying gray of the 
Goſpel ; who maintains a Perpetual - confli& with 


in, Satan, and the world; this is the man whole 

Pervices ſhall always find acceptance with Gag; 

ich whom the Holy Spirit will delight to dwell; 
* f 1 . | ö a * and 
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and who only has a right to all the bleſſings and 
benefits which Jeſus Chriſt has purchaſed: or his WW"! 


beloved children. nd! 
=” * en! 
£ LEE we | RET | | elig 
q.. | | l | ly 
CHAT. XIII. r 
| he) 
20 Patience is 4 neceſſary and reaſonable virtue, el 
5 a 8 N 

8 ( Diſciple. 1 


2 


Vall that I am able to collect from the in- Neat 
ſtructions of my dear LORD, and the little Wy ur 
experience I have of the world, Patience ſeems to yen 
mea moſt neceſſary virtue: For in this life the 
condition of man is ſo expoſed to calamities and Nuls 
porrous, that notwithſtanding all his endeavours ute, 
aſter peace, troubles await him every where, and ud 
his ſtate is that of warfare and continual ſuf- Wpon 
fering. | 55 
©(Chrif.) It is fo, my fon; nor is it fit it N. 
© Thould be otherwiſe. For thoſe men have a wrong 
= notion of peace, who imagine it conſiſts in freedom 
om ſuffering ; either in having no troubles at 
or being inſenſible of any. This js a fate, 
neither attainable by a man, nor convenient for 4 
—Chriſtian. The peace, I would have thee endes. 
© your after, is ſuch as conſiſts very well with af ben 
= Mictions. And this is gained, when à man hath 
= brought himſelf to that equal compoſure, and re. It re. 
- hened temper of ſoul, as firmly to perſiſt in Ahlen 
duty, and to reſt ſatisfied in the diſpenſatiom une: 
For God, when he thinks it neceſſary to try Mix: 
virtue, by very great and - grievous adverſitie- Wl - 
EIS. © a” ; 5 A 
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Ind thou wilt not think this a hard faying, if 
hou conſidereſt how much harder it will be to 
dure the torments of hell, and the implacable 
ſengeance of an angry God. Nature, as well aas 
elgion, teaches men of two evils to chuſe the 
>; and this they do, when they compoſe them- 
elves ſubmiſſively to undergo tribulation here, 
or the ſake of God and a good conſcience; . that 
hey may, by ſuch patient ſuffering, deliver them-" 


** CIR 
Is 
* 


ver enduring puniſhment hereafter. 
Now tribulation is a portion diſtributed in com- 
non to all the ſong of men; and is given in large 


ins Nveaſures, even to thoſe whom thou perhaps vain- 

le Ny imagineſt to be moſt exempted from it. For, 

to ren fach of them as ſeem to thee the moſt gay” © 
he Ind proſperous, are not without their many and ſore 
nd ls, They take, it is true, a great deal of pl eas”; 


urs 1 
nd Ind ſo cheir miſery makes a leſs ſenfible imprefſiom © 28 
uf- pon their ſpirits ; but miſeries they have. Or, 


ys to be without any interruption, their wiſhes 
ong would their happineſs laſt? Alas, they vaniſh”. 


tke a dream, and all their proſperity ſoon ſcatters. 
ike ſihoak ; and not only their enjoy ments them- 


hem and their gayeties. 


t really gver happens: For, even in this life theit 


Fi 


1 
# 


* ir , 
"> 


elves from the dreadful effects of his wrath, and 


ure, indulge their inclinations in their full ſwings ©” | 


ut their caſe in the beſt light, and ſuppoſe their — 


thout any diſappointment; Yet, even thus, how”: I 1 


- 


* 
elves, but the very remembrance of them are ſonn 
oſt in oblivion. Their life is but a vapour; ant 
leath! will be ſure: ſpeedily to ſwallow up both 2 


But this 1s putting the caſe more favourably than 


lenty and pleaſures are chequered with misſor- 
unes, and all their tweets allayed with a bitter. - 
mixture of cares and fears, and'inward Perplene _— 
. N v3, * * | 2 I 'OL* — 
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23 a Of the Imitation _ Book lll, fook 
of heart. I hoſe very objects which miniſter ple vil 
ſure, are accompanied with pain. And this is ound 
great argument, how wiſe a providence governs the chat 


| worl d, that the very inordinacy of thole afteCtion, prac 


; 3 grant thee thy beart's defire. Pſal. xxxvii. For this 


tze greater and more raviſhingly ſweet ſhall thoſ 


which ſo eagerly purſue the pleafures of Tenſe, ¶ inde 
ſhould prove a torment to the guilty mind, and le{-M;eaf; 
ſen thole very pleaſures they indulge. Theſe very and 
pleaſures too are ſhort and fleeting, treacherous andMyanc 
deceittul, irregular and exorbitant, a ſhame and pent 
blemiſh to human nature; and, if men are not ſeryray 
fible of this, their ignorance muſt proceed from tit 2 
their own inadvertency. Their reaſon is drownedMftan 
ig preſent delights, and their minds blinded by vi- For 
cious habits, by which they degenerate into brutes ¶ whe 
ſtupidly give themſelves: up to the tranſitory plex beat 
- ſures of fin and luſt, tho? everlaſting pains are'theWolli 
ſure conſequence of ſuch a proceeding ; and conſult 
the preſent gratification of a vile ſenſual appetite 
with the ruin of a precious and immortal foul. 
Do not thou therefore practice their exceſſes, nol p 
place thy happinels in ſerving, but rather in com 
wanding, ſubduing, denying, mortifying thy own 
inclinations. Delight thou in the Lord, and he ſhall 


gelight will inftru& thee, that the happineſs 0 
man conſiſts in inward and ſpiritual ſariefaRtions, in 
the contempt of this world and its empty gayeties, 
And the leſs theſe are in thy eſteem and affeQtion, 
. and noble pleafures prove, which reſlul fe] 
rom the experience of God's favour, and the 1uvYW tha 
ſtantial comforts of a good-conſcience. . - thi 
But remember. theſe comforts are not to be ob- 
tained, without much labour, many confficts, and 
Harp ſufferings. For the corrupt iaclinations of 
- Heſh and blood, and the confirmed babits of vic 
A D 285 9 
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lea vill prove a continual obſtruction, and require time 


one and pains to conquer; nor will thy endeayours to 


the What purpoſe be in vain, if thou wilt but put in 
Ns, practice the contrary habits of virtue. The fleſh; 
le; indeed will recoil, and think itſelf ill uſed; bur: 
le-WMWreaſon and religion will filence thoſe grumblinge, 
er and a reſolute perſeverance in good works will 
and yanquiſh all thy reluctances. I 'The ſubcle old ſer-- 
andi pent will be very importunate to ſeduce thee, hut 
ſen- prayer and pious meditations will drive the evil fpi- 


om tit away; and faſting and holy exercife, or con- 


nedftant lawful buſineſs, will keep him at a diſtance. 
Vi-W For he neyer enters ſo eaſily, ſo ſucceſsfully 3 48 
tes when idleneſs ſets open the door, and an empty 


the ſollicitations. 


lea heart makes room for his wicked ſuggeſtions and 


[ REFLEXIOM | 


merable evils of all kinds. By a right exerciſe of 
patience a man enjoys a calm in the midſt of ſor- 


ate at odds; tho? tortur'd with pain, afflicted with 
vexations and diſappointments, oppreſſed by tyran- 


thing that may befall the outward man. He is, 
quiet and eaſy, while the envious and malicious: 


* 


no PATIENCE. is undoubtedly a virtue of ſingu- 
lar uſe to a Chriſtian in this ftate of warfare 7 
while he continues cloathed with humanity, ſub- 
jet to opemai and is .encompoſs'd with innu 


rounding ſtorms; he is in peace when all the world 


ny, and ſtript of all worldly comforts, yet he poſ- 1 
leſſes his own ſoul, and enjoys a ſerenity of mind/ 
that cannot be deſtroy'd, or even leſſen d by af 


| 

| 

| 

| 

d | 
are ſpending themſelves in exerting all their 1g 
and malice;. to diſturb his peace and to render Hs... | 

condition ag miſerable as they can. Whatever: 
5 ne 1+. 
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thou know the deadly ſtabs that a guilty conſcience 


Y refined pleaſures of the voluptuous worldling, thou 
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ſuffers, he conſiders it as the correction of a gra 
cious F ather, who puniſhes him for his good, and 
Will lay no more upon him than he will enable 
him to bear. He conſiders that the afflictions and 
troubles of this preſent life are light and eaſy in 
- compariſon with the puniſhment that is due to him 
for his fins, and thoſe everlaſting torments that are 
- bp for the wicked, and ſuch as know not 
Some, perhaps, will ſay, hard is the fate of a 
Chriſtian, if he muſt ſuffer for his profeſſing a good 
- conſcience, when the declared enemies of God and 
goodneſs wallow in their pleaſures, and -enjoy 
every thing their hearts can with. But, didit 


-\ 


Wives to the choiceſt of carnal delights; didſt thou 
eriouſly reflect on the ſhort duration of the molt 


: 
. 


wouldeſt be ſo far from envying the ſuppoſed hap- 


2 pineſs of his cendition, that thou wouldeſt hugg 


thyſelf in the midſt of all thy imaginary miſery, 
and bleſs God for thoſe afflictions which have 
brought thee to a knowledge of thyſelf, which have 
taught thee the vanity and emptineſs of all earth-Wul 
Iy enjoyments, and inſtrufted thee to place thy 
confidence in God alone. 26 | 
But this happy temper, this agreeable diſpoſi- 
tion of. the mind, is not to be obtained without 
2 greaFconfiid with thyſelf, It will coſt thee ma- It © 
ny -a pang to break the habits of fin, and to bid F 
an eternal farewel to thoſe delights which are ſo oc 
leafing to ſenſe : But when thou haſt once done 
it, thou wilt find the Joſs of thoſe abundantly re- 
 compenced by thoſe heavenly conſolations which 
hal ht thy ſoul, and beginning here, ſhall 
5 | ' 
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CHAP. XIV. | 
CHR I ST an Example of Obedience * | 


to Superiors. 


(Chrift.) 5 = 
NOW, my fon, that he who refuſes oben: ! 
N dience, rejects the grace of God, and ex- 
cludes himſelf from the divine favour; and, by 
aming too much at his own private advantage, 
oy breaks the order, and obſtructs the good of the Mi 
dit N publick. Diſreſpect and contumaey to ſuperiors, f 
nce is an infallible mark of a rebellious ſpirit, and 
hou Wot paſſions not brought in ſubjection to reaſon and 
religion. Submiſſion therefore is of great uſe, 
for ſubduing the luſts of the fleſh, :and a got 
reſervative againſt temptations. For the grand 
adverſary will be more ſucceſsfully 1 When 
by domeſtick enemy is firſt vanquiſhed, and all 
$ quiet within, And man's ownlelf is his own ll 
orſt enemy; nor are his circumſtances ever more 
full of danger, than when the ſenſitive appetite 
raiſes inſurrections, and would dethrone the ra- 
tonal ſoul. And, if you defire to bring the in- 
erior faculties to reaſon, an humble opinion of 
yourſelf is neceſſary; for partiality and pride are 
the bottom of all the diſorders in thy own brealt, Mi 
id nd all the diſturbance given by unruly men to 
vciety, and good government, of all kinds. 
And where is the mighty merit in this fub- 
ſion? What diſparagement can it be thought 
onfidereſt that I myſelf, the Almigh yjefty 
i heaven, and the Lord of all the univerſe ; 
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who created thee, and the whole world, out of 
nothing, did yet ſubmit to a ſtate of ſubjection, 
and appeared in the very loweſt, moſt ſervile, 
and deſpicable form for thy ſake, who art nothing? 
And why, but that after ſo eminent a pattern of 
er. mighteſt have no pretence for pride? 
Learn then, thou wretch, to humble thyſelf; and 
like that earth, of which thou art, be even content 

to be trampled upon, and trodden under foot: 
Lay thyſelf, like the ſtreets, to the feet of inſulting M 
men, to walk over thee, and never reſt till thou Hof 
haſt broken thy own perverſe temper, and art ina Pu 

- continual readineſs to comply with every juſt com- ¶ em 
-mand over all who haye authority over thee. or! 
„Till thou haſt done this, turn this indignation Ian 

_ againſt thy-paſſions, and ſpare them not, till the ¶ cho 
very laſt remains of pride be abſolutely ſuppreſſed all 
and killed in thy heart. And if ſometimes thou ebe 
' findeſt ill uſage and tyrannical barbarity, yet ſtill ear 

E . conſider, thou art but 4 man, and ought'ſt not to law 
complain; nay, rather conſider, that thou art 2 er 
inner, juſtly liable to the pains of hell and eternal fat 
fire; and let the anger of an offended God, which and 
ſttrictly is thy portion and deſert, maſter thy re be 
- Jentments of the inſolence and injuries, the reproach- luc 
ful treatment, and unjuſtifiable hardſhips, which 
men may ſometimes offer to thee. | This wrath df cho 
God thou haſt provoked, but my mercy has ſparedſ e 
thee; I had compaſſion on thy foul, and by my 
own Blood I ranſomed it from death, And cant 
thou think, that no return is due for ſuch mercy Nec 

- Surely there is; and know that I require thou 
ſhould'ſt be ſenſible of the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of 
my love, and ſhew that 1enſe by gratitude and hu 
mility, by a modeſt and reſpectful obſervance e 
. miniſters who-repreſent me here below; 1 
„ * | | Bb 


__ 


\ | 2 
Pol III. / J=SUS CHRIST. 223 i 
by not diſdaining to ſuffer any ſhame and con- 
tempt, any injuſtice and barbarity, when provi- 
dence and duty call thee to it, which I, thy Maſter 
and thy God, did not think much to undergo for 
thy ſake, whilſt I conyerſed in human fleſh upon 
earth. 8 | "5p 


REFLEXION. 


TA x rules of ſociety require a ſubordination 
of perſons, and a dutiful reſpect and ſubjection to 
publick authority; which whoever fancies he is ex- 
empted from, by any exemption or liberty granted 
or allow'd by Chriſt, belies his religion, and throws 
jon Nan odium on the founder of it. For Chriſt himſelf, 3 
the tho! the original and fountain of all power, to whom 
Tod Hall reverence and adoration is due, at whoſe Name 
non every knee ſhall bow, even he became ſubject to 
till Nearthly powers, pay'd exact obedience to human 
to laws, and tho? the worſt uſed of any man by go- 
t a vernors, yet quietly ſubmitted to their authority, 
nal patiently ſuffer'd their unjuſt and cruel treatment; 
nich {and tho? by a word, or a ſingle act of his will, 
re- be could have laid them breathleſs at his feet, yet 
ach: ach was his regard to the authority of a magiſtrate - 
hich and the dignity of government, that. he rather 
: of choſe to manifeſt the juſtice of his cauſe and the in- 
nocence of his conduct, by the extraordinary cir- Mi 
cumſtances that attended his trial and ſufferings, i 
than to ſtop the uſual courſe of juſcice by the im- | 
Wnediate acts of his omnipotent power. \ $45 

If ſuch then was the humility and condeſcenſion 
of the Redeemer of the world, by whom the world 
itlelf was made, ſhall poor mortal man be guilty, 
of ſo much pride and arrogance, as to imagine him” | 
elf without a ſuperior, or belicye he is under na 

g *-- __  obligas _ 


1 1 


obligations of obedience to the higher powers? 
ider, frail mortal, what thou art; look within 


. and without thyſelf ; take an exact ſurvey of thy 
own woeful condition; and then bethink thyſelf 


— 
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Whether humility, ſubmiffion and obedience do not 


much better become thee than a ſupercilious vanity 

in aſſuming to thyſelf privileges and prerogatives 
to which no created being can pretend a right, 
namely, of being exempted from homage and ſub. 
jection to ſuperiors; for even governors themſel ves 


are accountable both to God and man for their be- 
haviour in their office; and the angels pay a ready 


» obgdience to the commands of their Almighty So- 


vereign. Let us then patiently. endure the perſe- 
cations and cruelties of wicked men, fince we have 
ſo great a pattern ſet before us for our imitation, 
namely, that of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, for 
our fakes, gave himſelf a willing ſacrifice, and ſub- 

= mitted to the power of cruel and mercileſs men, 
to redeem us from the wrath of an angry God. 


- * a 0: 4 - A : 
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CHAT. XV. 
God's Judgment: ſpould teach us Humiliation. | 
Fo ( Diſcipie.) | 
[THEN thou, Lord, uttereſt thy voice in 


/ judgments, my joints are looſed, my limbs 
quake De fear, my very. ſoul is. confounded, and 


E trembles at thy thunder. In the midſt of thele 


horrors I begin, to confider, that the heavens them 


> ſelves, art ner pure in thy fight, and that even 1 


— > 


4 
2 
4 : 


: | 
\ 


rr 
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then thoſe exalted intellectual ſpirits could not 
and before thee, nor were able to keep their firſt 
eſtate, What muſt become of ſuch a wretch as I 
am? If even the ſtars fell from the firmament, what 


then muſt become of ſinful duſt and aſhes? They, 
who did cat angel's food, degenerated from their 


primitive excellence, and ted on husks with ſwine; 
how then ſhould a creature preſerve its innocence, 
whoſe very original is imp ure? 

This, Lord, is an evident proof, that there is na 


holineſs, but what is derived from thee alone; no 


wiſdom without thy direction; no ſtrength a fuß 


cient defence, if thou withdraw thy gracious pf 


tection; no continence or abſtemiouſneſs effettual, 


except thou guard it; no watchfulneſs againſt the 


enemy available, unleſs thy wakeful eyes keep all 
our approaches, and repulſe the aſſaults of the temps 
ter. If thou forbear to ſupport. us with thy mighty 
hand, the waves will overwhelm us; we ſibk and 


periſh without thee; but if © thou lendeſt th 
band, we walk upon thg fea in ſafety: Weak ant 
unſtable are our reſolutions, | but thy grace gives 
ſtrength and perſeverance. Cold and timorous as 
our hearts, but thou warmeſt them with zeal, aas 
inſpireſt them with courage. Lit up then, Lou, 


aur Hands that hang down, and aur feeble; knees, 


that we Faint not in this ſpiritual warfare; and: 1 


enable thoſe who can do nothing without thee, ite 
lubdue all difficulties through thy ſtrength aſſiſt- 
ing them. 12 8 | 9 . | ; 55 

I know, O LorD, that if any good thing ſeem 


to be in ne, yet even this deferves my meareſt 


opinion, and will by no means juſtify my thing 


ing better of my felf, than as a moſt vile s 
yorthlefs wretch. And therefore, when: thy, 
6 _., . = 


* 


No kIII. L ©2887 
el chou baft charged with Folly. Job x. If 
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gry jultice afflicts me, it is my duty, with the 


pProfouadeſt reverence and ſubmiſſion, to humble 


my ſelf in duſt and aſhes, and meekly ſubmit to 
thy correcting hand. For, though I cannot com- 
prehend all the reaſons of thy myſterious judg. 
ments; yet this I can eaſily diſcern, that I my {elf 
am nothing, and that I proceed out ef nothing, 


the dark abyſs! in which I can find nothing 


relating to my ſelf, but vanity and nothing, 
Where then 1s the preſumption, where the pride, 
the - vain-glorious conceit of my worth and vir 
tue Whither are all my vain confidences, and 
toring imaginations fled ? Thy judgments, Lokn, 
have ſwept them away like a torrent; and all 
are ſunk in thoſe unſearchable depths. 'Thel: 
Mew me to myſelf, and juſtify the ere re. 
buke, Shall the clay exalt itſelf ag ainſ? the potter 
that- faſhioned it? Behold, as the clay is in tit 

* "bands of the potter, ſo is every mortal man in th 

hand, O Lord. Iſa. xiv. Jer. xvii. | 

How is it poſſible then for that ſoul to ſwell 
with inſolence and vain conceit, which is duly 
ſenſible of thy Majeſty, and ſubmits to it, with 
that lowlineſs and reſigned ſubmiſſion which thy 
truth directs? No, no, Not the united voice 0 
all mankind, conſpiring unanimouſly in his praiſe, 
can blow him up to fond conceits of his own ex. 
cellence, when onrte his hopes and heart are fix 
ed on God. For he conſiders, that all theſe are 
but ſo many copies of himſelf ; frail and feeble, 


deeceivable and periſhing, emptineſs and nothing 


That they, as well as their words, are mere al 
and found, and both will ſoon vaniſh: together 
but God and his truth remain for ever- more 
Ceaſe therefore from man, for wherein is he to 


* 
: 
. 


accounted of ?, Iſa, xi. and endeavour to have pra 


0 


vs 


* 
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ah) of him, who refifteth the proud, but in his own 
"Wire time exalteth them who humble themſelves un- 


"y der 5 migbty hand. 1 Pet. Iv. TY 

ww” | REFLEXION. 

ang PRIDE but ill-becomes ſuch a poor wretched 
* dependant creature as man is. What is it he has 


* to be proud of ? Is it of his reaſon, by which he is 
deo eminently diſtinguiſhed from the animal and 
brute creation? Behold, the devils poſſeſs that fa- 
culty in a 1 2 vaſtly ſuperior to him. Is he 
ali proud of his beauty and comely perſonage? Sick- 
heſ neſs ſoon changes the moſt beauteous form, and 
death reduces it to a loathſome ſpectacle. Wo- 
ever entertains fond conceits of his own merits; 
elend ſuperior excellence, let him read, the * 
and following chapters of Job, and then boaſt of 
his comprehenſive knowledge, and the extenſi ve 
reach of his genius and underſtanding. | 
But ſuppoſing thou makeſt a little figure among 
the reſt of thy fellow-mortals, what art thou 
cal when ſet in compariſon with the ſupreme of all 
"Beings, the Almighty God, the infinitely holy, 
eternal, omniſcient, omnipreſent, all-wiſe Creator 
FYand Governor of the world? What canſt thou 
* call thyſelf better than nothing, leſs than nothing, 
and altogether vanity? What canſt thou fiad ig 
"blo thyſelf to recommend thee to his notice, or to 
ne merit his regard? Can the pure eyes of his holi- 
"MY neſs, thinkeſt thou, be pleaſed with ſuch a finful 
FE polluted creature as thou art? Canft thou con- 
JNeeive any hope from that mercy which thou haſt 
Jo often abuſed ? Haſt thou not every thing to 
ear from that Juſtice. which thou haſt fo often ⁵⁶ 
© proyoked? O himb'e thyſelf in duſt hd athes ⁵⁶ 
_ Gg 2 ĩ -  anderl 
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under a ſenſe of thy own vileneſs and wretched: 
neſs; and conſider how dangerous thy condition 
is, how dreadful it muſt ever be, if thou ſhould. 
eſt build thy future happineſs upon thy preſent 
merits, or believe thou haſt any other title to 
heaven, than what was purchaſed by the merito 
rious death and: ſuffering of the Son of God; an 
intereſt in which thou canſt obtain no otherwiſe 
but by a ſincere repentance for thy former trank: 
greſſions, by renouncing all worthineſs and. merit 
of thy own, by diſclaiming all pretences to hap: 
pineſs from good works, and by relying; entire 
y on the merit and ſatisfaction which the cruci- 
hed Jeſus has made, and the atonement he has 
wrought. to pacify the juſtice of an offended God, 


3 
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Cnar XVI. 


Let thy prayers be modeſtly preferrd. 


& 's 
' 


E this, my fon, be the language and ſtyle 
—* of all thy prayers: Lord, if it be thy good 
= pleaſure, grant me this requeſt 3:1 what, I ask bt 
ei glory, do thou be fleaſed to give and proje 


B Per it: Lord, i thou, to whom all things and their 


— Conſequences are perfectly known,  ſerſt' that this, will 
be fon my real advantage, not only beſtom it, but, 
wth it, grace te uſe it to thy glory: But if thou 
$noweſ? it may, prove (hurtful to me, | deny not on) 
any peritions,' which proceed from ignorance and mi: 

fate; but remove far 


— 


n * that, 


| from me be very deere of Hy 
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that, which cannot be obtained without my preju- 
dice. 8 | | 

This laſt is a very reaſonable and ſuitable re- 
queſt; becauſe many deſires, which ſeem not only 
innocent, but even conſiſtent, with virtue and pru- 
dence, profitable and praiſe-worthy, to human ap- 
prehenſion, are yet neither inſpired by. God, nor 
agreeable to his will: And indeed it is not eaſy to 
diſcern, whether one be ated by a good or evil 


* 
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ſpirit ; or whether, in the matter of his prayers, 


he is not determin'd by his own inclination and pri- 
vate reſpects. And many a one, who hath fancied 
he felt the impulſe of divine grace, and perſuaded 
himſelf, that he hath been directed and acted by it 
all along, finds the deluſion out at laſt: And what 
he imputed to the Spirit of God, proves in the end 
1 ſuggeſtion of the devil, or the fond longings of 
his own vain mind. FED 28 : 
If then thou wouldeſt be ſure never to offend 
God in thy defires, and that thy addreſſes ſhould be 
acceptable to him, temper all thy inclinations 
with his fear, and indulge. not ſo much as a ſecret 
with, without ſuch reſervations, as may teſtify an 
entire ſubmiſſion to the divine diſpoſal. And when 
thoſe wiſhes break out into words, men will do well 
to conceive and preſent them in ſuch forms, as may 
expreſs ſome check upon themſel ves, and great 
caution in reſtraining their tongues from asking 
any thing in a peremptory manner; but leaving 
the matter entirely to God's better choice. ' As 
thus; Lord, thou knoweſt whether the having, or 
* the Being denied the matter of my petitions be 
© moſt. convenient ; and therefore all I beg ts, b 
** what thou. ſeeſt moſ# expedient, may be done; 1 
ask indeed, às it is my duty, but I preſume not 
to preſcribe to thy infinite wiſdom. Give m 
. os, > > 0 on, Ns 


| 
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ce therefore, Lord, ſuch things, and in ſuch mea 
« ſures, and at ſuch times, as thou ſeeſt moſt con. 

* 'yenient. Deal with me as thou knoweſt it i; i 
* moſt fit: For that I am fatisfied is beft for me, {W?* 
* which is moſt agreeable to thy will, and moſt 
* conducive to thy glory. Aſſign me to any poſt, | 
cc and uſe me as 12 aA * turn and change me, * 
* and my fortune, at thy pleaſure: I only beg to 
* be qualified for thy diſpenſations, to ule them b 
» * r:ghtly, and greatly to improve myſelf under i 
* them, For I am thy ſervant, devoted to thee * 
V without the leaſt reſerve : I would not to live to 
Ho myſelf, but to thee 5 Oh! that I might be ena 
* bled faithfully and worthily to perform that ho- h 
* mage and duty, to all which my heart is mol | 
1 freely and ſincerely diſpoſed and inclined. , 


REF LE XI ON. 


So weak and ſhort ſighted is man, fo little ac“. 
*  Quainted is he with his own real wants, that he of. 
ten deſires things, which, if granted him, would "uy 
rave his ruin and deſtruction. Every. one is apt 1 
rothink, health, wealth, and proſperity would be 
The only things that can make him happy, when, 
Alas! thefe are the very things that generally con- ge, 
tribute moſt to his ruin. A continual freedom, © 
from pain and ficknefs is apt to leſſen in him that 
pry and commiſeration which is due to thoſe that 
labour under the infirmities of the body; and thut 
one eminent virtue, at leaſt, namely, charity, i 
much diminiſh'd, if not totally loft, in the price 
and infolence of an uninterrupted health and vi 
gour. Wealth without loſſes, and ſucceſſes with 
out difappointments, too often lift us above out 
lelves, makes us fancy that theſe bleflings are die 


fi 


* 
' 
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s our ſuperior merit, and render us forgetful of 
our great Benefactor, at whoſe only pleaſure we 
breathe, and enjoy any one comfort of life. Proſ- 
perity in this world, too often leads us to an entire 
negleft of that heavenly country, which either 
10ſt muſt be our eternal inheritance hereafter, or ever- 
laſting miſery be our dreadful portion. 

How fearful then ſhould theſe confiderations 
make us, leſt what we enjoy of the comforts and 
bleſſings of this life be not given in mercy to us, 
but rather to aggravate our guilt and puniſhment at 


"FF; 


= the laſt day? Therefore in all our requeſts and pe- 
b ions to G04, let us beſeech him that he will be- 
hs ſtow on us no more of the good things of this lite, 


than he: will give us grace to improve to. his honour * 

nd glory, and the true intereſt and welfare of our 
dyn ſouls. In all our prayers and approaches to 
the throne of grace, let us remember, this ſubmiſ- 
ye exception, Tho? I moſk earneſtly entreat thee, 
o grant me theſe humble requeſts,, as what, ac- 
ording to my poor apprehenſion, will greatly con: 

tibute to my happineſs; yet, Lord, as thou know- - * 
tall thiegs, and! conſequently beſt knoweſt what 


re them on no terms that ſhall be inconſiſtent with 
ther; not my will, O Lord, but thine be dane; 
deſire no happineſs that does not comport with thy 
ory; I would not poſſeſs any thing at the e 
ence of a good conſcience; I would enjoy no.plear 
ure with the loſs of thy fayour : Wherefore I ſub- 
it myſelf entirely to thy direction; and as I'am * 
uly perſuaded thou wilt order all things for my 
wood, grant that all the diſpenſations of thy Frowi- 


und, a perfect reſignation to thy will, and an en- 
| | 5 tire 


Xu | 


ill make for thy honour and my real good, I der 


ence: towards me, may work in me an humble 


— 
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0 4 Prayer for Grace to do. the Will of God. 


* ever preſent with thy weak unworthy ſervant. 
For of my ſelf Jam not able to do or think any 


*© that-I may perſevere in good works unto the 


; 


e ble to thy will. Let thy will be the guide and 


nations and averſions, but ſuch as agree with 


e to the world, and tothe things thereof, and 
ec mortify my vanity, that even ſhame and cor 


ee hut welcome to me. Let all my hopes and 


' 


* "en 


tire reliance thy fatherly care and concern for 
1 15910 


CH AP, WDVEE 5 e (« 


# 


wy ( Diſciple.) 
<'T TEAR me, moſt merciful Saviour, I moſt 
er] humbly entreat thee, and let thy grace be 


* thing that is good. O! let thy Spirit aſſiſt my 
s poor endeavonrs,' vanquiſh the temptations that 
«ſurround me on every fide ; fix my inconſtant 
ec mind, and follow me all the days of my life, Not 


* end. Regulate my affections and deſires, andjÞ*"| 
confine them to ſuch objects only, as are agrees: 


LY 


«meaſure of mine, and let mine ſteadily conform 
sto thy pleaſure. Remove far from me all 1nclt- 


* 


thoſe of the Bleſſed Jeſus. Help me to die = 
0 


ce 


ry 


tempt for thy ſake, may be not only ſupportable, 


* 'withes center in thee alone; and nothing appea 
* defirable, in compariſon of a pure heart ang 
«peaceful conſcience. For thou, O Lord, art m 


* peace, thou only my reſt; in thee alone is pla | 
. F Ule 


l 
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f ſure and true ſatisfaction, and all without thee 18 
« miſery and torment, Oh!] grant me this bleſſed 
« retreat, this happy ſecurity ; that. I may forſake 
« all the falſe appearatices of happineſs here below, 
and find foft eaſo and ſweet repoſe in thy love 
« and fayour, thou true, thou chief, thou eternal 
* Good of pious fouls. Ny 24 


0 # * 
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noſt 

A nn GOD i true Comfort. 

fie a0 ( Diſciple.) 5 
that Hate ver comfort and happineſs I propofe to 
tant myſelf, this is not the time, nor is This 
life; World the place of enjoying them; but I expect 
„ the hat bleſſed fruition in another ſtate. For to what 
andſpur poſe would it be to attain the utmoſt delight 


reca. is world can yield, when a very fhort ſpac mut 
and ieceſſarily put an end to them? Do not then, m. 
formeul, miſtake thy happineſs; for theſe things nel“ 
iacli- ber are, nor can be thy reſt. The fulneſs of jo 
ad undiſturbed pleaſure is no- Where to be bund 
ve in God alone: He is the Comforter of the af- 
Red, wealth of the poor, ſupport and ſtrength of 
We weak, the glory and reward of the humble. 
Let it not then diſturb thy peace, or diſcourage 
y hope, that thou canſt not yet attain to thy pros 
led felicity. Remember, God is faithful *and 
annot lie. Only patiently wait his own time, and 


compence of thy faith and patient truſt in due 
| aſori, But if chis delay abate 5 to pre- 
NMB. XI. a H h | ſent 


ou ſhalt not fail of his: mercy, and an abundant. 


l 
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ſent comforts, and weaken thy zeal for future ani 
diſtant rewards, thou ſhalt defire earthly bleſſing, 
and not be filled; and at the ſame time thalt be de 
prived of thoſe: heavenly and eternal joys, which 
alone can ſatisfy, and make thee happy. U/e then 
theſe temporal things, but /ove none but the thin 
that are eternal. The preſent were not defign'd ty 
give thee a 2 enjoyment, but for neceſſ. 
ty and convenience only. Thy nature was not form. 
ed for them, nor is it in their power to make thee 
perfect; no, not tho” all the temporal good tha 
this mortal ſtate js capable of, were united togethe 
for that purpoſe. For God alone is a good, large 
enough to fill the deſires of an immortal ſoul ; He 
only is proportion'd to thy wants and noble facul- 
ties; and the happineſs to be found in him, is nt 
that tranſitory, imperfect thing, which the mens 
this world fondly covet and admire ; but that ex 
quiſite, that unſpeakable and inward delight, « 
Which the pure in heart, and ſuch as are devoted to 
God, receive ſome ſweet foretaſtes and pledges, by 
having their conyerſation in heaven, while they 
themſelves are confin'd to frail mortal hodies. For 
man is vain, and all his comforts like Hm; empt) 
and unſatis factory, falſe and fleeting, ſwiftly de 
caying, and of ſhort continuance : But thoſe whic 
proceed from God, reſemble the perfections of thei 
Author, ſpiritual and true, immutable and eternal 


A ſoul truly pious can never be deſtitute, becauk : 
he 3 carries his happineſs about him, even. 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, the divine Comforter ;_ and, wel 4 
bereſt of all beſides, can thus converſe with him i * 
the profoundeſt ſolitude. 6 = 
... Bleſſed, O deareſt Jeſus, be thy mercy! Bleſſait 

be thy Name for thy cheering preſence! O lei ll. 

never be deprived. of this invaluable happicek 100 


While 
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While I have this conſolation within, I feel no 
want of earthly enjoyments : For this ſupplies, this 
exceeds them all. Oh! let me thankfully rejoice 
in chy favour, and the light of thy countenance liſt- 
ed up upon me! Or, if it ſhould pleaſe thee at ay | 
time to withdraw thoſe bright beams, and inen e 
cloud of ſorrow ; yet even then preſerve me from 
ad diſtruſt, and let the conſideration that it is thy 
will, which 1s always the beſt, be my ſupport and 
comfort in my blackeſt and moſt melancholy cir- 
cumſtances. O ſuffer me not to caſt away my hope 
and confidence, becauſe thou hideſt thy face for a 
ſeaſon 3 but help me to diſcern and rightly apply 
the great wiſdom and benefit of ſuch trying diſpen- 
ations, to ſupport my faith with the proſpett of 
that reward, which is reſeryed in heaven tor thoſe: 
upon whom patience hath its perfect work. For 
thou, O Lord, art gracious and merciful, and 
though we perpetually offend and provoke thee, yet 
wilt thou not always be chiding, nor keep thy anger 
or ever; P1. ciii. but wilt turn again, and in much 
compaſſion quicken thy ſuffering ſervants, that at 
length they may rejoice in thee, and triumph over 
_ calamities, to the praiſe and glory of thy great 
ame, f 


RE FL E XI O . 


HAPPINESS is the mark to which all mans 


ad direct their aim; but the great misfortune is, 


molt men ſhoot wide of it. Such a Proteus is it, 
that it varies its ſhape- according to the complexion 
and Conſtitution of the perſon who fancies he enjoys .. 
it, It is a ſort of a phantom, which puts on à gay 
appearance; but when you would embrace it, it 
laddenly vaniſhes. The = mailer thinks he has 

[04 it 
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ic in his numerous full bags; the gay voluptuary is 
Fare he finds it in the indulgence of his ſenſual ap- 


petite, the finery of dreſs, and the ſplendor of equi - 


page; the man of honour is ſure there is no fitter 
objects to fix it on than titles and diſtinctions, the 
antiquity of his family, and the reſpect and devoin 
paid to him by the admiring world. Nay, what- 
ever paſſion predominates moſt in the heart of man, 
the gratification of that paſlion wall be ſure to yield 
him the greateſt pleaſure imaginable. Hence 
we find men ſo eager in the purſuit of that which 
happens to ſtrike their prevailing humour moſt, be 
it for the worſt and moft enormous kind of yices. 
But when a man has gratified his luſts to the ut- 
moſt extent, he finds them, at beſt, but of ſhort 
duration, accompanied with bitter reflexions on 
what is paſt, and terrible apprehenſions of what is 
to come; and in the end, will have reaſon enough 
to ſay of them, as Job faid of his friends, Miſera. 
ble comforters are ye all. ; | 
God alone. is the true object of happineſs, the 
fountain of comfort and confolation'to the afflicted, 
__ ejected, deſponding foul; he alone can fill the de 
fires of the moſt enlarged heart, heal the wounds 
of a bleeding conſcience, and ſpeak peace and par- 
don to a mind full of guilt and horror. No com- 
fort is like that which proceeds from a ſenſe of 
the pardon of fin ; no peace comparable to that 
which ariſcs from a conſciouſneſs that we are at 
ace with God; no ſatisfaction equal to that of 
knowing we have an intereſt in the love and inter 
geſſion of the Bleſſed Jeſus; no happineſs fo agrees 
ble to the nature of an immortal ſoul, ſo fitted to 
rational being, as thoſe joys, and that ſtate of 
bliſs, which ſhall be the portion of Saints and As. 
gels to all eternity. For which glorious and * 
vi r 15 venlf 
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yenly manſions, do thou, moſt merciful Father, fit 
and prepare me; help me to make my calling and 
election. ſure, that ſo an entrance may be miniftred to 


me abundantly into the everlatting kingdom , our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Pet. i. 11. 


—— * —_ * — * 


| Cn AP. XIX. 
Caſt all thy Care upon G0 D. 


e 

V ſon, be content, that I ſhould diſpoſe of 
thee and all thy affairs, as in my divine 
wiſdom I may ſee fit; for I beſt know what is pro- 
per for thee. Thou judgeſt not rightly, and art 
liable to human frailties. Senſe and preſent enjoy 
ments blind thy eyes, and byaſs thy reaſon; hut my 
children, who ſhould walk by faith, and not by 


fight, muſt not be govern'd by the fame meaſures, 
which the men of this world make uſe of, in dif- 


tinguiſhing good and evil accidents. % 7s 


( Diſciple.) LoRD, I freely confeſs my inf 2 


ty; and am ſenſible, that thy care and concern for 


LET: 
= - Py 
* 
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me is more prudent, more affectionate, than that C 
bave for my own ſelf; and he hath made but dmal 
proficiency in the ſchool of Chriſt, whoſe WW v 


faith is ſtill to learn that leſſon of being fatified 4 


with all thy diſpenſations, and caſting his whole 
care upon thee. All therefore that I beg, is, that 


thou wouldeſt eftabliſh my heart in the way of thy 
commandments ; and, ſo long as I depart not from 


truth and righteouſneſs, ſecure: my foul, and, ras 


and bitter, the comforts and the croſſes of this life, 


= 


„—— — 
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the reſt J ſubmit to thy pleaſure : For thou an 
wile, and juſt, and good; and ſuch, I am perſuad- 
ed, are all the methods of thy providence; though 
human underſtandings may not diſtinctly perceive, 
nor be able to comprehend the reaſons of them. If 
therefore thou condemn me to darkneſs and afflic- 
Qtion, I will praiſe and thank thee for thy deſerved 
correction, even in the midſt of my trouble. Or, 
if thou ſpare the rod, and make my darkneſs to be 
light, I will then gratefully receive the bleſling, 
and magnify the favour which it was not in power 
to deſerve. | 
( Chriſt.) This is indeed, my ſon, the temper 
and behaviour ſuiting the character of my faithful 
children. And all, who profeſs to walk with me 
in piety and virtue, muſt bring themſelves to a dil- 
Poſition of ſoul ſo even, fo reſign'd, that ſuffering 
and joy, poverty or riches, may be entertain'd 
alike. The one without murmuring or complaint, 
*he other without the leaſt arrogance or change of 
"temper ; For both are equally directed by my pro- 
Vidence, and, as ſuch, ſhould be received with 
E chearfulneſs and reſignation. et 
( Diſciple.) LoRD, I am willing to undergo 
hate ver thou art pleaſed to lay upon me. I de- 
Aire no other but to receive good and evil, the ſweet: 


» Qiu wy — ee — 4 S +,vc A  .T 


with the very ſame temper of mind. Nay, not on- 
Iy to receive, but to be thankful for both, fince 
both are the effects of thy good pleaſure, which 
cannot err in ordering all events relating to me. 
This only I beſeech thee, that, in all changes of 
condition, thou would'ſt in thy mercy preſerve me 
from fin : For, ſo long as I preſerve my innocence, 
and continue in thy love, no calamity, no death, 
nor hell itſelf, ſhall make me afraid. i 
_ en Ws | Choy 
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— WT thou may*ſt exerciſe my patience, or frown upon 
me at preſent; yet if thou doſt not caſt me off for 
eee, nor blot my name out of thy book of life, I 
> WW vill fear no N 3 being aſſured that the utmoſt 


Powers, and malice of fortune, and enemies, and 
devils combined together, can never hurt me. 


— Moo N e 


; 


4 RESIGNATION to the will of Gop, is 2 

by duty 1ncumbent on every one who profeſſes the 
Name of Chriſt. - Shall we receive good at the Hand 
V God, and ſball we not receive cui]? ſays the ho- 
ly. Fob chap. ii. 10. Shall we poor wretched mor: 
tals, creeping worms, who are but duſt-and aſhes, 
give laws to our ſupreme Lord and governor, or be 


bim always to bleſs and favour us, and never to af= 
flick us? And ſhall not thoſe great and manifold, 
thoſe conſtant and cantinued mercies, which, from 
time to time, thro' the whole courſe of our lives, 
God hath graciouſly and freely given us, compen- 
ate for theſe ſhort afflictiona? Ought we not to 


2h ſerve, and contentedly bear thoſe corrections which 
e juſtly ſuffer, and, indeed, ſtand in need of, and 


n great advantage? | 


Let us ſeriouſly. reflect, that God can, ad doe; 


'bickl ake more care of us, than we can take of our 


lelyes. If not a ſparrow is exempted. from the 


"= 1 1 * . 
5) of are of his providence, why . ſhould a Chriſtian, 
e me ho may without offence, claim a larger ſhare in 


s protection, think he Alone, of all creatures ti- 
leath; ng, ſhould be deſtiute of it? The conſideration 


o preſumptuous as to imagine that we can oblige . 


bleſs God for thoſe mercies which we did not de- 


A o. fault ; E 
life t be not our. own fault, may improve to out 


che divine care, nd gracious providence oπο tt 
choulif . _ ”  _— 


* 
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of men; affliftion and diſtreſs have been plentifully 


40 tube Imitation Book lll, J 
us, ſhould antidote our ſpirits againſt all diftruſtfy 
fears wWhatſoever; it ſhould fortify us againſt all Mt 
diſtracting cares, and anxious ſollicitudes, about 
dur worldly concerns. T7 * 
Poverty and want have been the lot of the belt My: 


dealt out to the chiefeſt of Saints; even the Rleſ. Hin 
ſed Jeſus himſelf had not only a taſte, but a full 
draught of the bitter cup; and ſhall we pretend toWin 
claim an exemption from it? Let us rather ſubmiſ Im 
ſively and thankfully receive whatever it hall Win, 
pleale God to deal out unto us; inſtead of mu- pre 
muring that we have ſo little of the comforts of this 


life, let us rather admire that we have had ſo much hy 
more than we have really deſerved: _ Ine 
25 5 : of: 
rr rere 


in didnt. XX. 
CHRIST our Pattern of Patience, Wo! 


£1 


„ 
A ſon; remember that I left heaven for nl 
AVI other reaſon; but for thy ſalvation; I ſullh 
fer'd the puniſhment due to thee, and ſuſtained all 
che miſeries, to which buman nature is expoſedipf tl 

'E bore-them; not by conſtraint, but choice, beingk; 
under no obligation, but that which powerful log; 
impoſed upon me. And one great end, for whidWoyr: 
conde ſcended fo to do, was to teach thee: patient 
by my example; and, that my willing ſuffering 
might diſpoſe. thee to ſubmit to the nereſſary inown 
eumbrances of thy preſent condition, * Lag 
| Wh 3 acta, 


* 
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luctance and murmuring. Sorrow was my familiar 
companion; my conſtant attendant from the manger 
out Mito the croſs; for every hour produced ſome freſh in- 

ſance of it. My circumſtances were low, and I 
beſt Nwas contented even in the want of the neceſſaries of 
ully Wife; my innocence was ſlandered, and contempt 
ef. ind reproaches were daily ſounding in my ears; 
full ame and diſreſpect I entertain'd without return or 
ingry reſentment; my good deeds were repaid with 
malice and ingratitude, my miracles blaſphemed, 
and my doctrine traduced and ſcandalouſly miſre- 


_ 


— — 


* 


reſented. A art Pn wth ach? $4.2 JL, 1 | 3 48 
(Diſtiple.) Yes, Lord, I peruſe the hiſtory of 
by invincible meekneſs with wonder and aſtoniſh- 
nent; and cannot but conclude from thence,” that, 
ſince thou wert pleaſed to give ſuch amazing proofs 
of an entire obedience to thy heavenly Father's Will; 
|, who am a wretched ſinner, and not only ſubject 
o thefe miſeries by the condition of my nature, but 
dne, Who have deſerved them as chaſtiſements for 
my tranſgreſſions, am much more oblig'd, wick a 
moſt perfect ſubmiſſion, to be ſatisſied with what- 
ver they ptovidence thinks fit to inflict; and muſt 
by no means think much of the weight, or the con- 
tinuance of any burthen thou ſhalt lay upon me in 
the preſent world. If any thing here ſeem heavy 
et it becomes much lighter and more ſupportable 
N the aſſiſtance of thy grace, by the contemplation 
i thy example, and the many patterns of conſtancy 
and virtue, which thy now glorified Saints, but once 
flicted ſervants, who travelled the ſame rugged 
urney of life, have in all ages ſet for my "imita- 
tion and encouragement. 1 r ſee, under this 
olpel-ſtate, a mighty ſupport,” which even thx 
dyn peculiar people were deſtitute of under the Old 
aw, For then the way 298 was dark, E. _ 
1 the 
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the proſpect at their journey's end leſs glorious and 
anviting. Few then applied themſelves with zeil 
to ſeek a future and ſpiritual kingdom; nor had they 
equal encouragement ſo to do, till thy. meritorioyy 
death had opened an entrance into the high and ho- 
I place. But how contentedly, how thankfully 


does it become me, to tread in thy bleſſed ſteps, . 


being ſuſtained by the aſſurance of eternal rewards, « 
and directed in the right way by the light of thy. 
doctrine? For thou art the way, : the truth, and t. 
lite; John xiv. thy afflictions have taught me, andi. 
all believers, that tribulation is the paſſage to thy. 
Heavenly kingdom; and that the proper method offfl 
obtaining a crown of glory, is being made a par fer 
taker of thy croſs. Had'ſt thou net gone before. 
us, who would have had courage enough to follow. 
Who could perſevere in a courſe of ſufferings? Nay, 
though thou haſt thus ſhewed us the way, yet hoy 
loth, how unwilling are we to follow it? And, i 
neither thy miracles, nor thy precepts, thy won. 
drous humiliation, nor thy glorious exaltation, can 
warm us into greater zeal and reſolution, than b 
Lad experience we daily ſee and feel they do; Hoy 
avretchedly ſlothful, alas! how cold, and motionleſ 
mould we have ſtood, had not thy grace and mar 
cyellous condeſcenſion vouchſafed to grant us the ad 
Wantage of ſo clear a light, and the powerful me 
tive of ſo bright an example? 1 
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LET us a little contemplate the infinite cor 

-deſcenfion of Chriſt, the humiliation he ſubmitteq vin 
to, the ſufferings he underwent, together with th bin 
cauſe of all this; and then ſeriouſly conſider, wheW/at, 


{ther we have not all the reaſon imaginable, * | 
803 8 | wy 


— — 
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and fully to bear the moſt afflictive diſpenſations of pro- 
zeal „idence towards us. Great is the myſtery of Godli- 
they ws, ſays St. Paul, 1 Tim. iii. 16, God was mant> 
ru ed in the e. Which Mr. Borkitt thus para- 
d bo. phraſes; © Aitoniſhing' Myſtery! that the Creator 
fully of the world ſhould become a creature, lodg'd in 
teps e a ſt ble, and cradled in a manger ! The infinite 
ards, i Deity and finite fleſh met in one perſon, and yet 
' thy the Godhead not humanized, nor the Humanity: 
d the geified, but both viſibly conjoined ; the human 
andi « nature was united to the Godhead miraculouſly, 
> thy afſumed integrally, united inſeparably. 

od ol The ſame Author, ſpeaking of Chriſt's laſt. ſuf» 
nl ferings, has this pathetical exclamation ; “gut 
efore 


thus galled and torn with ſcourgings? Doubtleſs 
Nay to fulfil that prophecy, I gave my back to the 
bowl « /miters, amd my cheeks to them that plucked off 
d, Ui « the hair; that by his flripes we might be hehealeg. 
wong And to learn us patience from his example: Why 
„can ſhould we think it ſtrange to be ſcourged either 
in by with the tongue, or hand, or with both, when 


Hou we ſee our dear Redeemer bleeding by ſtripes 


neff and ſcourges before our eyes: 3 3 
mar Little reaſon then have we to complain of the 


e adſſ cruel treatment we may meet with. from the hands 


moſſ of wicked men, fince, let our ſufferings be ever Ia 
N great, the torments in our fleſh ever ſo intenſe, or 
exquiſite, or the ſenſe of God's anger ever fo deeps 


ly impreſs'd on our minds; none of theſe are comes 


parable to the bloody paſſion of our dear Redeemer, 
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« why was the precious body of our Bleſſed LRH 


cou and the intenſeneſs of his grief, under a ſenſe of di- 
vine deſertion in his laſt moments, which made 


bim cry. out, My God, my God, why haſt thou fore 


Let us ſet the glorious pattern of Chriſt before © 


' — 
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the Imitation © Book II 
us im all our ſufferings, bo when he was reviled, 
revited not again'; when he ſuffered he threatned not; b 
but conmitted* himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſy, Nd 
1 Pet, ii. 23. Bleſſed JESUS, help. us to imi. Nei 
tate thy patience under ſufferings and reproache, N te 
and let us never be found rendring to any evil for Ich 
ib or railing for railing, but contrariwiſe bleſſing I th 
for eurfing, courteſies for injuries, affability for af. N ru 
fronts; let us at no time be overcome of evil, bu pe 


* Sh * S , 


labour at all times to overcome evil with good. Wc 
* 5 | | | ; an. 
c ˙ Cl r3+— ln 
oft; ; * | ing 
CHAP. XXI. * 
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How to judge of true Patience. Na 

1 | | Fo 

(Cbriſt.) 1 and 


orbear thy complaints, my ſon, and, when Were 

thou art threatned with afflictions, call to Hor f 
mind what I endured for thy ſake ; and not only tho 
what I ſuffer'd for thee, but what ſa many brave Fuſu: 
and generous Saints have ſince courageouſly endur-W* | 
ed for me. Alas! thy trials are yet but ſmall, 1 
thou haft not yet reſiſted unto blood, as I and they MW t 
have done. Their difficulties were greater, their a 
temptations ſharper, their forrows more piercing 
” their exerciſes more ſevere ; and yet in all theſe 
they were more than conquerors. It will therefore 
greatly contribute to the confirming thy hope and 
patience, if thou carefully compare thy very light 
with their much heavier burchen ; thou wilt then 
reproach thyſelf for ſinking under a weight, which 
they would ſcarce have felt. But, if W 
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ſeem ſo unſupportable, and thou canſt ſcarce, be 
brought to think the caſe of others ſo much more 
deplorable than thy own; conſider, whether this 
error of thine do not proceed from partial affection, 
tenderneſs to thyſelf, and a fretful impatience, ra- 
ther than from the true nature and reaſon of the 
thing; for by theſe mens judgments are they cor- 
rupted, and are taught to lee their own and other 
peoples circumſtances with very different eyes. Bus 
be thy ideas true or ęerroneous, yet {till the greater 
and the leſs calamities call equally for ſubmiſſian 
and conſtancy, And it 1s not the degree or meas 
ſure, but the author and the conſequence of ſnffer- 
ing, which is the proper motive to patience. 
| Now the more quiet and compoſed thou art un- 
der any trouble, the more commendable is thy 
wiſdom, and the greater will be thy recompegce ; 
Nay, not only fo, but the eaſier will be thy lot tog 
For conſideration will reconcile thee to it, and tige 
and experience make the thing familiar. It is 89 
great matter, who are the immediate inſtruments,” 
or from what next hand thy afflictions come. For 7 
thoſe are very trifling pretences, with which men 
uſually labour to cover their want of temperg 
Had I been thus uſed by an enemy or a ſtrange 
* I could have borm it; but from a friend, a re 
tion, one whom I have highly obliged, and ha 
* a right to expect better uſage from, what fleth = 
cob ea ſuch baſeneſs and ingratitude? Had 
there been any juſt grounds for that flandgrous 
report, it would never have vex'd me; but to be 
* {candaliz'd and abus'd, without any reaſon, wiche 
* out the leaſt fault or provocation of mine, i 
' muſt be allow?'d to be very hard: The thing e 
ſelf I could away with; but the perſon. or che 
particular circumſtances, put me out of all par 
jj ĩrĩ« Ser, —©« 
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* tience- Alas! theſe are nice and frivolous di. 
tinctions ;- ſuch as are altogether foreign and im- 
pertinent to the matter in hand; and in which 
the virtue of patience has no manner of concern, M* 
For patience takes injuries and affronts by the M* 
great, without entering into any particular exa- 


mination of their nature and quality, and pecu- q 
Har aggravations; nor does it at all mind the “ 
perſon by whom it is exerciſed; but conſiden 1 

2 


that perion only for "whom we ſuffer, and by 
whom our patience ſhall -be crowned. 1 
No man hath yet arrived to a due perfection 
in this grace, who cannot contentedly undergo 
any kind of trial, from any hand whatſoever. The pe 


Gfterences of friend or foe, of ſuperior, inferior, of 
or equal; of a good-natur'd and conſcientious, 0 


or a wicked, perverſe, vexatious man, are of no 
account at all. But, let the provocation be what 
it will, and come from whom it will, let it be 
offered but once, or never ſo often repeated, 'ti 
all alike; becauſe in all the over-ruling Hand off 
God is to be attended to; and every thing ſhould 

be received, as ordained and originally inflicted 
by him; and what proceeds from him is alway! 
good, and ſure to turn to our advantage. And, 
as nothing he appoints, tho' ſeemingly. never | 
"grievous, ſhall be to the diſadvantage of good 


men; ſo nothing, tho' never ſo ſlight and df 
ſpicable in itſelf, when dutifully and decently et y 
tertained, ſhall be forgotten or go unrewardedi © 
Arm thyſelf therefore for the conflict, and d 3 


eline no occaſion of engaging that: offers, if tho 
defire the glory of the conqueſt. Without fight 


ing thy way through, there is no coming at ti 
trown ; and they, who refuſe to ſuffer with Cheilt 
o in effe g, and by neceſſary conſequence reful 


i" 
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* 
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I reign with him. Stand up then reſolutely to 
encounter afflictions, and quit thyſelf like a man; 


00 repole and happineſs is What thou defireſt, but 
ern. I theſe thou canſt only obtain by labour. Victory 


TY and triumph are the things thou aimeſt at: But | 
ſurely thou canſt not be ſo abſurd, as to think 
of gaining triumphs, without enemies and hard- 


ny ſhips, or of conquering without a batte!!! 
ders ( Diſciple.) I acquieſce, dear LORD, in all thou 


lay'ſt; nor will I any longer indulge ſuch vain 
imaginations, But ſince even where the ſpirit is 
moſt willing, the fleſh is miſerably weak; aſſiſt 
me, I beſeech thee, that by the afliſtance of thy 
power and ſtrength I may be able to do, what 
of myſelf I cannot accompliſh, and nature is as 


« oo erſe from, ſo much as attempting. Thou knows 
if do et full well, how little I can bear; how every 
wht ock makes my feeble heart give ground; LORD 


lo thou ſtrengthen and confirm me, that. trabus 
lation may appear, not only tolerable, but even 
leſirable, in compliance with thy will and my 
duty. For, how reluctant ſoever human nature 
ay be to this work, when danger approaches; 
2 my own better judgment, which conſiders things 
n the chriſtian and ſpiritual ſenſe, I am abuns 
antly ſatisfied, how much the rougher diſpenſa- 
F goofs of thy providence conduce to the advantage of 
nd dey foul. And, tho? ao chaſtiſement for the pre 
mt ſeems joyous, but grievous, yet my better ſenſe, 
men I think freely, convinces me of thy wits 
om and mercy, and that it is cven good for me 
f thot , be Micted. | | ; | "For 
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I is bo ſmall alleviation of an afflicton, to 
tonfider, that others have fuffer'd ſharper trial 
than thoſe we are exerciſed with. Example is vr 
 Anexcellent inftruftor 5 and virtue is never ſafer M4 
than when fortified by auxiliaries feteh'd from ;, 
that-glorious army of Martyrs, who have travelldW, 
the thorny road of affliftion and adverſity, and A. 
are now fnging ſongs of triumph for the vicdo. 

ry they have obtain'd over the world; the fleſh 

and the devil, over every perſon and thing tha — 
Oppos'd itſelf to the arms of their faith, hope, 

conftancy and perſeverance. What was it that 

enabled them to defy the rage of tyrants, to ſmile 

in the midft of the moſt exquiſite tortures, to es- 
joy a calm and tranquil mind when their bodies 
were roaſting in flaming fire; what; but à con- 
Wiouſnefs that they were then glorifying God, 
doing the duties of their projeffion as Chriſtians 
and working out a way to their eternal happ! 


What can we pretend to have ſuffer'd in con 
pariſon” with thoſe glorious confeſſors? Suppolt 
we ſhould endure ſometimes a little oppreſſoſ vine 
From the hand of wicked men, or become th. ſeri. 
corn and contempt of the world, becauſe we mahfown 
2 conſcience of our duty, durſt not profane i boy 


Name of our God, or make a jeſt of religion com 


"Fappoſe all this, and much more, conſider how la 
thy condition had now been, if the Bleſſed Js 
had not ſuffer'd infinitely more than all the fi 
ferings of his Saints put together. Conſider agal 
bow bravely the children of God, in all 29 
have. bravely bore up againſt affliction, and I 
. F kane 
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gained the moſt violent ſhocks of fortune, with a 

ſteadineſs and conſtancy that have ſtruck even their 

enemies with admiration. Thou haſt; or may'ſt 

to Whave the ſame ſupports as they had; their God 

als Wis thy Father and Protector; their Comforter. was 

„ Wpromis'd- to all the ſincere followers of Chriſt ; 

fer I their Redeemer is ours, neither is there ſalvation i 

om in any other; for there is none other name. under 

Id beaven given among men, whereby we muſ# be ſaved, 

and Acts iv. 12. KN 2 

to- | | 

ſh 4 a 

that : — — 
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5  Infirmities and Miſeries the Lot of Man. 

col. r 

30d, 035 | ( Diſciple. ) 3 

1ans CES confeſs my unrighteouſneſs unto the LORD, 

PP Pl. xxxii. and bewail my infirmities before him. 
For every trifling accident caſts me down, and 

con am often overwhelm'd with ſorrow, upon oc 

pol caſions which my calmer thoughts thoroughly con- 

f110F vince me, deſerve rather my contempt, than my 

tha ſerious concern. Sometimes I ſee and condemn my 

makWown folly; and then I make mighty 'refolutions, 3 

e bow brayely I will behave myſelf. for che time to 

2100 come; and yet, upon the next aſſault of ſome pet» 


a J "We 3 3 4 * 
* F rr 5 * * 9 Y 
5 


* * 


w ity misfortune, all my reſolutions are, beafen dawn, - 
|:51Fand I cannot withſtand the ſhock: of a very. cams 
4 


e ſuſ mon difaſter. The meaneſt and moſt contempt 
agu chings are, I find, capable of becoming great 
age dangerous temptations; and I, ho at a diſtagg g 


ba them defiance yer, when brought to the trial ? 
tin f r 
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feel, by ſad experience, upon how ſlippery ground 
and. „ + 7 BITE 
his is indeed the wretched condition of thy frail 
unſtable fervant: But, LoRD, do thou, in much 
*compathon, look upon my frailty, for thou art bet. 
ter acquainted with it than I myſelf am. Stretch 1 
forth thy hand, and draw me out of theſe dee 1! 
Waters, and out of this mire of fin and pollution p 
that I be not overwhelmed in my corruption. 
cannot eaſily expreſs the ſorrowful reflections, the 
Thame and confuſion, the indignation and ſad per 
plexity of heart, which the conſciouſneſs of my oy 
Inability to refiſt temptations, and the inconſtancy 
of my beſt and moſt reſolute purpoſes give me; 
and, tho? my will be not always ſubdued, nor do! 
Cblefſed be God) yield to every wiced ſuggeſtion 
yet the repeated aſſaults of the enemy diſturb n 
quiet, and I am weary of a life, which is ſubject i 
continual hazard, ey? er conflicts with myſlell 
The wretchedneſs of my condition is but too ei 
dent: I peed no other argument to prove it, that 
the readineſs I find in myſelf to give place to evil 

thoughts; which, in deſpight of my moſt watch 

ful care, and moſt vigorous ſtruggles, are muc 
" Tooner inſinuated, and received, than either drivel 
dut again, or prevented from entering. 
Look down then, Almighty and moſt gracioi 
"God, and lover of ſouls, and ſend me thy kindly al 


and protection; Give ſeaſonable ſuccour, and hap ly 
” Þy ſucceſs to my too fruitleſs endeavours. Arm an e 
guard me with ſtrength from above; and ſuffer n ſe 

de 


"the old man, the corrupt inclinations of my fleſh 
Which I find very difficult entirely to ſubdue 2 du 
bring to reaſon, let them not uſurp the domi Vc 
nion over my better part. For this obſtinate rebe 
the fleſh, renews its inſurrections daily, and bid 
1 1 21 N | Int 


* 
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me battel ; calls me to combats and hazardous en- 


gagements, which muſt never, never end in perfect 
peace and ſafety, ſo long as this miſerable ſtate of 


—— laſts. Moſt miſerable indeed it is, ſince 


every action and occurrence of my lite involves me 
in freſh dangers; ſince every ſtep I take is upon 
ſnares and precipices ; ſince at all times, and in all 
places, I am continually beſet with troubles and 


toils, with treachery and temptation, and a nume- ' 


rous hoſt of enemies ready to devour and ſwallow 
me up. For a perpetual ſucceſſion of ſhocking 
trials every moment renew their attacks; and When 
I have happily vanquiſh'd many, and fondly” pro- 
miſe myſe 7 A fiele ! 


reedom, I am immediately en- 


counter d by as many more, which make fiercer and 


more furious attempts upon ſome other quarter, 


which I hoped had been ſufficiently guarded againſt | 


their approaches. | 


And can a life, always liable to ſuch ſurprize © 


and hazards, embittered with ſo many troubles and 
ſevere trials, incumbred with ſo much frailty and 
corruption, be prized or mightily coveted? Nay, 
can that deſerve the very name of life, which na- 


turally breeds plagues and diſeaſes, and expoſes us 


to ſuch variety of deaths? Yet, thaughtleſs man 
nue embraces, and values it as his only hzppt- 
neſs; fooliſhly expects eaſe in the midſt of diltracs 


tion, purſues joys in, a valley of tears, and vainy I 
and ſtupidly ſets up for the boaſted periec-- 


tion of pleaſure, in a condition of unavoidahle mie 


ſery, and lingring, certain pain, Sometimes, in- 


deed, the extremity of ſome afflictions cuts us tothe 
quick, and in our melancholy moods, we gie he 
world hard words; call it deceitful, treacherous, 7 

vain; but even they who moſt liberally rail an 
and profeſs to hate and deſpiſe it, cannot be peta 
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ſuaded ns to leave it. The fleſh and its Mai 
affections have {till a powerful influence, and urge Wt 
men on to the purſuit and loye of thoſe very enjoy. n 
ments, which reaſon and their own experience have MW 7 
taught them, are not worth their regard, nor can WW © 
in any degree anſwer their deluded expectations th 
For we muſt obſerve, that our love and hatred of N pi 
| „ þ ' | awt AG > | - þ | 

> this world proceed from very different cauſes and W!y 
principles. The luſt of the fleſh, the Iuft of the eye, Ich 

and the pride of life, 1 John iii. engage our affec- 

© tions; and theſe are ever preſent with, and always 

© preſling _ us. The calamities and griefs, and 

, Pains we feel, proyoke our hatred and contempt, 
and make life appear a burden and miſery; and 2 
theſe have their intervals, and work upon us weak- Wit 
and by fits. The former too aptly agree with 
- our inclination, and are aſſiſted by nature; the lat- 
ter have no influence upon us, but what their own 
weight gives; all their impreſſions are forcible and 
Violent, heavy and painful, and fuch as we ſubmit . 
to, only becauſe it is hot in our power to help 


FPhus ſenſe and ſinful pleaſure get poſſeſſion of 
us, and, which is truly lamentable, get the better 
our reafon. The preſent gratifications of ſenſe 

= cheat the mind, and vitiate our palates to that de. 
pee, that, being prepoſſeſſed with a falſe taſte of 
worldly ſweets,” we bave no reliſh-left for that de- 


* Tightful entertainment, with which God and reli. 7 
$100 feed and feaſt the pure and heavenly-minded bi 

= Joul. For, O! thoſe happy men, who have learit * 
| Ic 


todeſpiſe and relinquiſh earthly things, and conſe- 
rated themſelyes entirely to God, by mortification, 
Jelt-denial, and a ſteady courſe of ſevere virtue; n, 
_thele exalted fpirits know and-experience the truth ve 
of God and his promiſes, find unſpeatkble eltirms che 


1 4 
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ts and ſenſible leaſure in thi yoluntary refuſal of A 
thoſe toys ani baits, the po eſſion of which affords | 

. {oo real ſatisfaction, nor can be coveted with ſafety. 
ve They fee, deſpiſe, and pity the folly of mankind, o 


an MW egregiouſly abuſed; diſcover the lurking frauds of 


ns. MW the tempter ; and plainly ſee that the imagined hap- 
of N pineſs and boaſted — of ſenſual and earth- 
nd iy men, are only ſnares and dangers, vanity and 
ye, cheat, 5 11 3 53596 


ec- | JaRt 7 l _ 
| REFLEXION. a8 
all | 


pt, I WSA and impotent are all our endeayours 
and Nagainſt fin, and the corruptions of our own heatts, 
ak- N without the aſſiſtance of divine grace. Every Chriſ- 
ich Ntian may (experimentally ſay, with St. Paul, Rom 
vii. 18. I know that in me (that is, in my flefm) 
due lleth no good thing; for to will is preſent; with 3 
me, but \how ta-perform that which is good; IH 
r. That is, ſays the pious Mr. Burkit?, in 1 
corrupt and unregenerate nature there is nothigg 
truly and ſpiritually good; and this I myſelf am 
lenhble of, privy to, and very well zacquarnted 
with. Good men ( ſays he) are intimately ' ac 


t de- Neption, ſenſible of the indwelling preſence of ſin 
e of En themſelves, which calls upon them to be hum 
t de- le, and excites them to be watchful. | 
reli To will 3s preſent with me. Tho to will that 
nded FP Þich'is*pood, is ready and at hand with God's re- 


uinted with themſelves, privy to their own cor- 


earit Penerated children, yet through that corruption”? 3 
onſe⸗ N bich ſtill abides in them, they are ſometimes di. 
tion, bled for doing that good which they propoſe, des 


o, and deſire to do; ànd that little good they Uo,” 


Wer, may as ſoon get an immortal child, as - 


* 


very brokenly and imperfectly done. A mortal 
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Pra thyſelf, my ſoul, -in God, upon all 


ED 
. 
f 
n 
FR 
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bor he is the only ſure refuge, the eternal reſt 


I T'thank God, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord *! 
Aaftingly freed from the e of {in, 
> Afrom all temptations to it, from 


blend, yea, from all poſſibility of finning, when 


= holineſs as in happinefs, as well in purity as 1mmo! 


. 


* 


eee e eee ee 


Imperfect ſaint can perform any ching perfect t 
8 


good; there can never be more in the effect than 


here is in the cauſe. A weak grape cannot make 2 


*Frong wine. Whilſt we are Saints on earth, tho! 
We may and ought to aſpire after, yet we ſhall nu t 
he able to attain unto the ſinleſs perfection of the g 


ints in heaven. A real Chriſtian is one that uM 1! 


{continually labouring after the attainment of that] 7! 


which he knows in this life, he ſhall never attau d 
unto; namely, perfection in grace. In heaven ve 1! 


mall have no occaſion to complain, that how ti v 
erform that which is good we find not. 


The happy hour is at hand, when we ſhall be ever 


inclinations to 


*we ſhall obey God with vigour, praiſe him wil 
*chearfulneſs, love him without meaſure, fear hi 
without torment, truſt in him without deſpondency 
"ſerve him without wearineſs, interruption, or dil 
traQion, being perfectly like unto God, as well i 
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All our Hope and Happineſs to be Places lat 
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caſions, and make him thy only dependan® 
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the ſaints. Grant me thy grace, O ſweeteſt, kind» 
eſt Saviour, to eſteem, and love, and truſt .1n thee, * 
above all things. Make me to prize thee infinite - 
ly above health and beauty, to deſire/ thee, more 
than honour and preferment, more than wealth and 
greatneſs, more than wit and learning; to Tejoice 
in thee more than in temporal pleaſure and Prater 
rity, more than in the largeſt promiſes, the e 
deſerts, the moſt elevated gifts, the molt tranſport- 
ing joys, which thou canſt impart, or my heart 
when molt enlarged, is able to receive. Let me ad- 
mire thee above angels; and arch - angels, and all 
the hoſt of heaven; above all things viſible and an» 
viſible, more than all that 1s, or can be, which is 
not thy own ſelf. _ | eee, 
For thou, O my God, art the beſt and moſt g- 
cellent Being; In thee alone can we find plenty and 
fulneſs, ſweet refreſhment, paceful comfort, An 
raviſhing delights; the perfection of beauty and 
charming graces; true honour, and adorable. Ma- nl 
jelty: In thee, as in its proper center, all "good 
meets, and dwells, and ever did, doth, and will 


continue to abide, from, and to all eternity. Giye 2 ? 
then, O bleſſed Jeſus, give thy ſelf; for all:thow 
giveſt, and all thou promiſeſt to give belides, 1 


poor and little, when compared with the fight and 
ruition of thy moſt amiable and lovely Self, And: 


by long experience, I have found that all thy other by 


favours, ay all nature is too ſhort and narrow (o 


latisfy! my ſoul ; whoſe unbounded. deſires exaltand 
ſtretch themſelves. far beyond all preſent. enjay- - 
ments, and can be filled, and relt ſatisfied, wich s. 


thing ſhort of thee. : 


0 my beloved Lord, Sovereign of the univerſe, * 


dap me to thyſelf with che cards, of an entite 
0:medli 2/4 SINE Dans au Nt —_- "oF 
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long for een change, which ſhall tranſlat 
me tothe ſpirits of jul 
der me partner in their bliſs; But let not, LoRD 
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boly affection. det me at li berty from this clog of 
earth, and * me wings of fervent zeal, and pure 


neſs of my God? When will the neceſſary cares and 


"Hon of thy divine excellencies, and even raiſed 
above themſelves, they know and love, and retire 


1 ſed with a load of infirmities and corruptions, and 


grace, are mingled and allay'd with pains and 
= tears; which cloud, and darken, and deje& my 
mind; diftrat my thoughts, obſtruct my moſt ex 


; "earth and miſery, when I would fly to thy em 
* braces. I cannot in this vale of ſorrow enjoy m 
Lord, my love; but wait with hope, and great) 


7 
” 7 


ou 
- 


lighten its darkneſs, 


I ſhall be ſet at liberty from fin. and corruption, 


1 
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devotion, chat T may ſoar aloft, and take my flight 
igher than heaven tſelf; and find my reſt in thee, 
h ! when ſhall I ſee that happy time come, when 


fromthe fleſh and the world, and without interrup- 
tion, without allay, taſte and feaſt upon the ſweet: 


fatigues of this life ceaſe to diſtra&t me, when will 
they leave me ne and leiſure to indulge thoſe 
* and pleaſures, which refined and unbodied 
Tpirits feel; when fwallowed up in the contempla 


wholly into thee?” At preſent I feel myſelf oppreſ. 


often groan under the ſenſe of my heavy burthen, 
The inward joys, with which I am ſupported by 


ger wiſhes and endeayours, and fix me down to 


uſt men made perfect, and re! 


my ſufferings and tears be loſt; Remember a * 
pity my preſent wretehedneſs, and grant my praye! e 
Aud fighs an eaſy and effeQual acceſs into thy bleſſi ho 
nec E959 15 7705 ſer 
Tkbou, LogD, art the brightneſs of thy TR * 
2 glory dart thy chagrin beams into my 10 u. 


ſcatter its diſcemfe N 
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—— ˙ ——— 
of every- heart are known; by thee ſilent wiſſies 


Ire | 
hy and unutterable groans are perfectly underſtood- 
et. D hear me, When I ſpeak in this language, and 


our out my ſupplications in ſighs and griefs, which 
ords cannot explain. Een when my tongue lies 


ON, . . | 
up⸗ Ul, my thoughts are in motion; and my heart | 
get Nrithin my: breaſt is full of ejaculations not to h 

and Nxpreſs d. How long, (lay: to my ſelf ) how 


will MW long will my Lord, my bridegreom delay bis 
joſe coming? O ! that he would condeſcend to enter 
lied M under the roof of his unworthy and afflicted ſere 
pla- vant! O that he would ſtretch forth his almighs 


aſed g ty hand, and deliver this wretch, juſt ready ta | 
tire. periſh, out of all the miſery and trouble, which 
prel. I ſurround, oppreſs, and are ready to devour him 
and i Come, Lord Je ſus, come quickly. For withaut 
hen MW: thee, no day, no hour, is joyous. or comfort 
d by ble, for thou art my hope, my joy, and all ==—_ 
and worldly Wealth; but thy abſence is the very ll 
tm tremity of poverty and want. 
ſt ez Behold me, lying in this priſon of the fleſhy 


tered and bound up with the chain of my fin 
the pitifulneſs of thy great mercy ſet me free, 


y m ad the light of thy countenance; breaking int 
-eatlyſÞ's darkſome dungeon, aſſure me of chy lo 
N favour. Let others covet and ſer theirzafs 


teQtions upon ſuch, wretched objects, as the bu ll 
nal mind may think valuable; but, as ſor m 
| 
| 
| 


L will-love and long for nothing, but mx = 
er 4 1 loye g tor nothing, but thee Wh 
rapen God, alone; for thou, my God, alone, — = 


hope and happineſs M the only tay: of. Pre- 
ſent frail 0 EI Ares bin 


ache future and, eterhal ſtate.“ Such. is, and 
doe ever he my addreſs. and ſervent prayer; Ng 


fort! il. J let thee go until chou bleſs me; till 


— öä— — N 
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3nIpire new life with thy favour; and dwell ii Han 
and converſe: familiarly with my ſoul, by thy Hud 

I y Spirit and gracious preſen ce. | 
© (Chrift.) Here, my ſon, behold me, always hat 

attentive to thy prayers, ever ready to extend thy 

comfort and relief which thou do'ſt earneſtly in 
plore. Thy tears and fervent deſires, the ſorrowiſExrea 
of thy perplexed heart, and the ſtrong cries ffffre1 

a "wounded conſcience, have made way to er. 


A * throne of Grace * and brought Mme down to thy ofe 


 gidſt kindle and excite my very firſt defires 


ſpeedy ſuecour and comfort; for I am ever nigpf ch 
0 ſuch as be of an humble and contrite ſpiriſill t. 
and —— are always open to the prayers 0 
my ſuffering ſervante. nik 
(Diſciple.) I did indeed preſume, LORD, ii 
the anguiſh of my ſoul, to beg what J am ſe 
Able I cannot deſervę, and flee to thee, my Got 
for help. And lo! I am fincerely diſpoſed to i 
nounce all for thy ſake. Nor will I aſcribe 
myſelf the glory of ſo zealous, ſo refign'd a te 
per: For thou, Lord, didſt work this good dliheloy 
poſition in me, and, by thy own preventing gracfhing 


yed, but it was thou only that preparedſt 

art; I fought thee indeed, but was firſt moe Peace 
"thereto by thy impulſe and direction. And ll 
this firſt willingnefs, to obey thy call, I retilfion't 
thee my man Dgtble and unfeigned thanks; hen 
a it thy beſt, thy ſole gift, that I hatioug 
been able ſo much as to think or intend any go ſti 
Thing. Since then the whole of what I do or deſiiſind f 


well is thine, my duty is to cheriſh every hoh co 
okion, to improve the early and happy aſliſtanWhe fo, 
e chy grace, to ſubmit myſelf without any rele!Wihe e 
dss thy holy direction, and, in che midſt of the i WI 
heit performances which thou qualifleſt me for, oy t 
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ern, of J=$vs Cukisf. 257; 
uﬀzotly and humbly to remember my own yilenels' 
ind inability. For, who, O Lord, is like unto! 
thee ? Or what is there in heaven or earth, which, 
hath, or boaſts. of any excellence, comparable to 
py God and Saviour? Thy works are juſt and trug 
by precepts right and equitable, thy bra 
great and glorious, by which all things are goyery 


O 


$ ffafter a moft wiſe, holy, good and wonderful man- 
er. All honour and glory, and praiſe, be there- 
ore aſcribed to thee; who art the eternal wiſdom 
ighf chy eternal Father: May heaven, and earth, and 
mne the creatures, celebrate thy excellencies, and 3 
this general conſort I will join; my mouth 

declare thy aſtoniſhing works, thy great glories ; 
ad I will never ceafe to praiſe and adore my 
God, while I have a being. | +4 


 REFLEXION. 


ineſs and vanity of all things here 


THE empt 
below 1s manifeſt from hence, that there is no» 
aching which this world affords, can fill the deſires, | 
r give any real ſatisfaction or happineſs to the im- i 
mortal. ſoul of man. It is in God alone that reſt, 
ece and happineſs are to be found. We way walte 

er from object to obct; we may torture inven» 
on to find out the moſt exquiſite delighes; yet, 
hen we have enjoy'd every pleaſure that human 
onght can frame, the ſoul is ſtill unſatisfied, i. 

* ſtill longing; after Mia which it cannot 
id in all the gratifications of ſenſe 3 ſomething 


ho. complete ifs happineſs ; which ſomethiag is to _ 
"Se found in God aloe; he is the Summum Rn., 
a ine chief good, of a rational being. WE < 7 


"= What greater pleaſure can the mind of man en. A 
dan in contemplating the incomprehenſible 4 
| Ld. = 


* & L 
* 1 7. nee 
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Wul when it conſiders all the glorious attributes of 
the infinite Majeſty of heaven, employ'd in its ſer. 
Mee, directing, managing, and over-ruling every 
thing for its proper good and welfare; and conduct 
ing it through a variety of viciſſitudes in this life, 
fa, an eternal happineſs in another world! The 
foul" that can agrecably entertain ſuch reflection, 
has no room for the gayeties and gratificationy 
the luxuries and amuſements that are ſo apt tc 
captivate the men of this world; it looks on the 
With contempt ; and expreſſes a pious indignation wi 
E Whenevet they interrupt, tho? neceſſarily, the ſweetYne 
= antercourſes of its communion with God. As Godſth: 
daß bear no competitor in the worſhip and ſervich me 
Which he * of his creatures, 5 neither ca an 
the pious ſoul bear any competitor for its lowly 
An affections, no object on which to fix its depr: 
fires, hopes, and expectations, reſt and happineſiſ fro 
but the Author and Original of all — 78 tha che 
Fountain. of happineſs, and at whoſe Right Hanme 


Are rivers of pleaſure for ever- more. Happy Wef 


— Ueed is that man whoſe heart is prepared to n 
.cerve ſuch extatick bliſs; whoſe conſcienee is pi 
-rified-from dead works, who bas a true reliſh © 
theſe heavenly deligbts, who makes God his co 
Rdenee, his comfort under all his trials and afflit 
tions, his ſupport under ſpiritual cofiflits and trol 
bles of the mind, his ſtrength in all his weakneſſe 
nnd infirmities, and the heavenly Feruſalfm, 
Only Manſion where he expects an entire ffeeda 
oo evils of every kind, and an eternal reſt for i 
Jul. | EIS $$ $1444 6 Lada ien 
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The Mercies of GO D to be thankfully" 9 R 


remember'd. =: 
Und ( Diſciple.) „1 


SPEMN thou the eyes of my underſtandig, 
LoRD, that I may ſee and obey the wondrous : 
tbings of thy Law © Pf. cxix. Make meg 
fectly acquainted with thy will, and poſſeſs me: 
with-a'reverent and grateful ſenſe of all thy go 
neſs and loving-kindneſs to me and to all menz ¾⸗ͤ·ͤIà 
that J may ſhew forth thy praiſe, and publiſh h 
mercies; thy mercies, which are ſo numerus 
and great, that I can never magnify them worthi= = 
 lowfily: The leaſt of them exceeds my power to 
ts dei preſs; and when I confider them, I am ſ 3 
nei from any vain pretence of merit, that a my 1 
„ tha thoughts are overwhelm'd in wonder and aſton in,. 
Hang ment. For all our advantages of mind and body, 
py of perſon and fortune, thoſe which are endoFw-. 
to ments and ornaments of nature, and thaſe accom» 


is pifpliſhments' which are attain'd by art and induſtry, 
iſh Mare all the effects of thy bounty and betiehcence'z © 
s com whom every good and perfect g W 
james i. 7. „ 
Thou art the common ſource, the univerſal 1x 
politory, from whence are deri ved all gur hene 
„Not to all in equal proportions, dis ke 
Pot, be the meaſure little or much, 'tis fig 4 
ittribution. He who receives moſt is indebted; 
or the whole to thy liberality; and he . 
portion is {mall, could not have had dat 4 
: ; | * FE | Wy 5 M a 


© nels of thy bounty to take an eſtimate of him. 
ek; his plenty is no ground for any confidence 


= unwortbineſs, the better they qualify themelyes 


di diftribuccd more 
Pine or be diſcouraged, 


” 260 the Imitation Bock II 
from thee. He, on whom thou haſt beſtow 
thy bleſſings moſt liberally, is not from the large- 


* 


a __ 


-ortboatt of his own merit, nor any cauſe of in- 
Ming over his brethren, or behaving himſelf in- 
decently, and diſeſteeming or deſpifing thoſe, from 
hom thy mercies have diſtinguiſhed him. For 
the greatneſs of a man's worth is moſt eminent- 
I difcovered' by a modeſt an mean opinion of 
© himielt, gentleneſs and condeſcenfion to others, 
= gratitude and devotion towards God. And the 
dee ſenſible they are of their own wants and 


Sw A A CG ex at ei ex 


= for freſh and greater demonſtrations of thy love 
= ang liberality. Again, the man to whom thou 
ſparingly, ought net to re- 
1 nor Bet and e the 
larger portion of his wealthier nei but] be 
© Keep his eyes and mind wholly fixed upon thee, 2 
= and admire: the freedom of thy „Which, a in 
F cannot be obliged to any, ſo gives to all large re 
ly, and without partiality or reſpect of perſons. . 
For thou art to be praiſed for all thy gifts by ge. 
every map, becauſe all proceeds from thee ; and lo 
thou art maſter of thy own favours; thou giveſiſſ be- 
without upbraiding, and with-holdeft without in dre 
- jafſtice: Thy wiſdom knows beſt what meaſures are ind 
moſt proper and expedient for each perſon; and r 
the reaſons why one man differs from another, 
Mis impoſſible for us to know, but muſt be left 
entirely to thy judgment, to determine the fitnel 
,, 34H og 
Of this, LorD,- I am firmly perſnaded, and 


therefore readily acknowledge and adore thy m 


E in ſuffering me to want many of thoſe 2 
EE. + 4 wantagt 


* 8 K 
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Ty Book III. of Jesus CHRIST. 2 
ges, which che generality of mankind value 


e. at a bigh rate. Nay, I am ſatisfied, that en 
m- MW ought to be afflidted, and humble their ſouls, with 


\ce the conſideration of their own wants and unworthi- 


in- neſs; yet in ſuch a manner, as not only to give 
in- vay to ſad deſpondencies and diftruſt of thy mere © 
om ey; dut even from this very ſubje& to draw mat 
For ter of comfort and joy; becauſe thon haſt in ſo 
ent- particular a manner declared thy affection to pe- 
of nitent and humble fouls, and given them marks - 
ers, of thy peculiar favour. Ek 8 | N 9 
the Such were thy bleſſed Apoſtles, ſo mean in cher 


and own and the world's eſteem, whom thou maß 


choice to be witneſſes of thy truth, and attenda 
upon thy perſon : Theſe very heroes, theſe chritiigh 
worthies, whom thou baſt appointed judges and xu 
lers of the whole world in what concerns religion, 
were recommended to that high promotian, 8 
being meek and poor in ſpirit, void of guile,” ah 
mortified to the world; patient in ſufferings content 
under inſults, and reſigned under the mot t] 
treatment ; proud of nothing, but baten 


dread, deteſt, and avoid with all their er at 
nduftry. The never failing ſpring of joꝶ and com- 

fort, which they who ſincerely love and fear thee, 
and are thankful for thy infinite goodneſs, find 
within, flows from the conſtant reſignation of hi 


tion of thy providence welcome to them. They 
are abaſed 


honourable or deſpiſed, according to common ] 


> | 2 
9 * A 8 


worthy to endure ſhame and pain for the Name et 
leſus. So different were they from common men, 
lo ſingular were Their notions, that they were Mill 
ready joyfully and eagerly to embrace Wh others 


minds to thy diſpoſals, and make every diſſ 


| with as much ſatisfaction, as others are * 
exalted; they regard not themſelves as high or Jaw, * 


pleaſant. The violent ſhocks upon our / paſſions 


= the wealth, or glory, or other worldly bleſſings 
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£02 ( the, Imitation Book III 
mation ; but conſider that their ſtation and circum- 
Hances in the world are choſen and ordained by thee, 
and therefore mult neceflarily be good, nay, better 
than any other, becauſe they are of thy own ap- 
Pointment, which always knows and chuſes the 
Delt. Could we but once attain this. conſiderate 
temper of mind ; the various accidents of life would 
no longer be either much uneaſy, or exceſlively 


1” + 


: 


would be effectually prevented; becauſe thy honour 
would be preferr'd to the gratification of our own 

appetites and miſtaken intereſts. Poverty and ſhame 
Would be acceptable, as proceeding, from the ſame 
Hand with riches and honour; and even thole things 
Which are moſt agreeable to the taſte and inclina- 
Hons of human nature, would delight: and comfort 
us more, with the conſideration of their being be- 
Rowe by thee, the Author of all our happineſs, 
than for the ſake of any advantages to be had from 
the things themſelves. The zeal for thy honour, 
in the extre melt diſtreſs, ſhould ſupport good men 
more, and find greater regard from them, than all 


which thou at any time doſt or canſt beſtow, 172 
the moſt proſperous of the ſons of men in this life, 
So ſmall is the conſideration of the greateſt gift, 10 

;companriſon of the wiſe, the good, the Almighty 

- Giver and Diſpofer of our fortunes; who orders 
every thing for the beſt, and is, in all, our kindek 


friend, and conſtant benefaQtor, 


: 
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1 (Cbrig.) T4 tet; ad aottt 7 Om 
Iſten to me, my fon, and I will iaſtruct thee 
Lin che right way to true peace and perfect 
wh übertr. e 
me ( Di/ciple.) Be pleaſed, Lok P, fa, to do; for 
me Wſuch inſtruction will be both agreeable and pig 
0) able, ig me. | „, ge 04.94 de 
na- (Chi. Let it be thy carę, rather to com- 
tort ply with the deſires and commands, of others, than 
to 1ndulge thy own inclinations. Chuſe a mode- 
rate, nay; a mean fortune, rather than greatneſs 


The Way to Peace and 


- 


rom and abundance. Be humble, -obgdient, and con- 
Our, deſcending in all y behaviour. Let it be thy 


onſtant deſire and prayer, That God would per- 
form; his pleaſure, and diſpoſe of thee and all h 
an who bath: brought himſelf to this temper 
ud ſpirit, be aſſured is in the ready way to peace 

pl. mind, and true content. 
-( Diſco) The words, Log D. which thou haſt 
poken are few in nuruber, but full of ſenſe, au 
tf very comprehenſive extent; and I can i ealily 
lifcover in this little ſpace the grounds of great 
ſerlection in virtue. Could J. but, carefully obs 
erye theſe rules, how happily would all excefs 
ve concern and violent diſorder at any accidents 
H human life be ſuppreſs'd, or wholly: prevents 
d? And if at any time hereafter; I find mylelt * 
ppreſſed with immoderate cares e ren 


FN «a» > & 


al 


25 , . 2 
No 
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/ the Imitation Book 111 Wh 
am taught by thy wiſdom how to diſcover the Midi 
true caule of my. trouble; and, that I ſuffer for ly 
my negligence in complying with this do&rine, Wliy 
But ſuch compliance, LORD thou knoweſt, is not Ich 
in the power of nature and mere reaſon ; and ch 
therefore I entreat the mighty affiſtances of thy Win 
grace, which nothing can withſtaad, for making Whit 
thoſe improvements, which,” in the preſent ſtate let 
o corruption, are to fleſh and blood impradt-Mto 
cable. Nothing is more acceptable in thy fightWiul 
than the conqueſt of our infirmities, and bold we 
advances in goodneſs. Put forth then thy help-Wdik 
ing Hand, and what thou haſt taught me to know, ſev: 
enable me to perform; That F may have theme 
Hatisfaction both of approving my own obedience, ba 
and (bat without thee I cannot do) ſucceſsful-Wanc 
V, purſuing my own happineſs and falyation, Ima 


A Prince who would eſtabliſh his throne in per 
fe peace, muſt firſt ſubdue all his adverſariesWpre 
efcounter every - oppoſition, and perhaps ſubmit 
to: the fatigues of many a rough campaign: This 
a Chriſtian who would enjoy perfect peace an 
liberty muſt, be content to ſuffer innumerable harc 
Thips, the moſt mortifying trials, the loweſt de 
prees of the moſt bumbiedifiate; however e. 
Proached, culumniated, or abuſed, he muſt nt 
return reproach for reproach, or abuſe for abulc 
but, with a compoſed and tranguil mind, lea 
the Juſtice of his cauſe to be vindicated by bh. 
who is the protector of the innocent, and wht 
Will, in his own time and way, appear in the b 
half of his injured and oppretſed ſervants. 


Let us then reſign ourſelves entirely 07 
000 $45 * 4 | 
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fort of Jagus CurnIsSr. 5 
diſpoſal. of this our gracious Father and heavens 
y Benefactor; if it is his pleaſure that we ſhould- 
ve in ſubjection to wicked men; if it is his will 
that we ſhould have but a ſmall ſhare in the good 
things of this world; if he ſees fit to 


place us 
in the loweſt and moſt inferior ſtate among mas- 
kind, Whatever ſtation and circumſtance we are in, 
let us conſider it as the good pleaſure of our God 
to diſpoſe of us in ſuch a manner; let us chear» . 
fully ſubmit to all his dealings with us; ſo ſhall 
ve put it out of the power of men and devils to 
diſturb the peace and tranquillity of our minds4 
erery affliction, every vexation and diſappoint- 
ment mall loſe its ſting; none of theſe thing 
ſhall be able to break the peace of our confcienges} 


and while this continues uninterrupted,” while v 


make God our only hope and confidence, fa long 

as we hade a ſtric regard to our, duty, welmay 

ſet the world at defiance, and ſay with the e 
poſtle, I am perſuaded, that neither death, nor u 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, non thing 
reſents; nor things to come, nor beight,” nor dis 
gor any other creature, ball be able to ſeparatt ur 


rom the love g, G which is in Chrift Feſus out 
Lerdo Rom. viii, 38.3 9;ʒwßznz. og 
ene en la Sun Wo 801 


CHAN. XXVT) aj Sex 
nfl Tyr andi evi Hub. 


( Diſciple.) 2 
Gm for from me. O Lord; my God. make h 
70 help mne. Pſal. xx. For evil iniaginat ions 
continually riſing in my breaſt, and a multituds 
10 M m 2. 8 of 
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fears and horrors incloſe my ſoul on every fie at 
The ſenſe of my dangerous condition ovetwhelniMWer 
e with theidvepeſt affliction and diſtreſs, while [MW al 
les the greatneſs of my danger, and the number ore 
my enemies, hut know not how to eſcape the oπ F 


arina ſight my way chro- the ober. [b 


bi.) Remember, ſon, my promiſe; I will fa 


- $©before thec, and mate the crooked! places firaitz by 


a Diſa.) Bince, Lok p; chou haſt applied thoſe i 


$ pets, to repoſe all my confidence; and caſt the bur 


may enlighten all! che Jark:. corners. of wy heath 
—_ n . 
rn Weng . 


> it 


Au brrablin pieres the gates of braſs;) and cut inf pa 

Runder the bars inf irn Anu Iwill give thee thi bc 

tneaſures of: darkneſs, and hidden riches ,, fecrt Ich. 
oa hog e ads oh 


; 5 
ST 13 10 


myſticabwords ito my comfort, ſuffer me, 1 hum ſa) 
bby:;beſcech thee, experimettally to find che gn. I th. 
cioud accompliſhiment of them in my-own — | 

and! ſcatter all tiny dark anti gloomy, myovain ani ö 
Hinful thoughts, by ſhedding the light of thy-graceth: 
atound into my heart. For in the extremity offiit) 
gef and anguiſh; this is my hope, my comfort ine 
und only ſupport, to take ſanctuary in thy good 


then of my cares upon thee; to pour out my whole 
Wul beforè thee, and wait with patience thy owa 
good time, to ſuccour and aſſiſt me in, and to git 
me a happy iſſue out of all my afflictions. 


— — — . KK en ton 
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3g Cap, XXVII. f 
A Prayer for ſpirituul filmi na bien. 
_ ( Diſciple.) " 


nd forth. O Bleſſed Jaſus, the bright bei 
Dof thy heavenly andaternal light, that !. 


4＋ 
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Book III. of JasUs CHRIST. - 267 

i” WY and ſo totally diſſi pate every cloud of 2 and 
Am error, with which I am now ſo miſerably wrapt 

je about. Call home my wandring thoughts, and 
x of repel the temptations which ſo 3 aſſault me. 
ole Fight thou my battles, and ſubdue thoſe fierce wild 
P beaſts, thoſe brutiſh.lufts, which ravage in this de- 
will fart, and are ever endeayouring to devour me; that 
alt by thy power the wilderneſs may be turned into a 
t u palace, and inſtead of the outragious cries and 
thi bowlings of raging paſſions, no ſounds may be heard 
bei there, but ' ſongs; of praiſe. Thou LoRD, who 
| cmmanaeſt the-winds and the waves, and 2 obey 
thee; Mark i. ſilence the ſtorms within my breaſt; 
ſay to that troubled ſea, Be fill, and immediately 

there {tial be peace and a profond calm. Send out 
th light and thy truth, and warm this barren ſoil 
for ſuch am I, till mellowed and impregnated by 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Plentifully pour down 
thy grace upon me, and water me with thy refreſh» 
ing moiſture, which like ſeaſonable ſhowers ane 

entle dew, may enrich my ſoul, and enable it to 

; burbring forth generous fruit in great abundanee. Raiſe 
und ſpiritualize my mind, which is depreſsd wien 


up to heaven and heavenly objects; that the agree 


nd loathing to all the nauſeous pleaſures here be< 

—— Wow. Deliver, or rather ſnatch” me away with a 
toly violence, from all the periſhing comforts of 
his mortal ſtate; for a deſire of happineſs I find i 
greater than any creature can either ſtifle, of in! 
good degree aſſwage. Unite me to thyſelf with =" 

wiolable bands of holy love; thus only ſhall my 


beam 

hat May longings, and the whole world without hee 

* empty bubble, vanity and nothing. eee . 
Pi) I 


Cn am 
oC tb a 2 7 
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the droſs of earthly defires, and 'draw my affectionz 


able reliſh of that bliſs above may give me a diſgult 


dul be ſatisfied ;/ for thou alone canſt anſwer all 
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| V ſon, be careful to avoid a curious humour, ty 
AVI and do not create to thy ſelf unneceſſary I me 
troubles; by interfering with matters or perſons, For t 
Which do not concern thee. For, what is this or H bra 
that to thee? Fo/low thou me. What have you to Th 
do. with the virtues or vices, the conduct or the in · N and 
diſcretions,! in what manner they behaye chem: the 
ſelves, Who are their companions, or with what dil: Yloſt 
courſe they entertain one another? Why all this the 
eager and inordinate zeal to vindicate or accuſe free 
them Tou ſhall not anſwer! for their miſcarriages, Neret 
nor be at all the better for their excellencies. Tour ing 
own words and actions are the only things you willtuni 
be anſwerable for; theręfore take particular caef 
of them, and bewate; leſt this buſy. and malicious 
impertinence do, not increaſe thy own reckoning, 
Trouble not your ſelf to turn informer, nor take 
upon you the office of a judge. Leave that to me. 
I know every man perfectly, and nothing which! 
gone under the ſun can eſcape my obſervation. I 
am truely appriſed of each perſons condition, ſee 
every action, nay, every intention, every 1ign 
not only what they do, but what they intend to de 
Theſe things are far removed out of your ſight ant 
and therefore you cannot judge truly, if you couliaſly 
attempt it innqcently. But know, my ſons! thalene 
judgment is my prerogative; and therefore en d 
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[arrogance and uſurpation in you to attempt it, even 
ſuppoſing you were qualified to judge others. Stu- 
dy rather to be quiet; confine your ſelf to your own 
buſinels, and let the prying, cenſorious, the vain 
ad intriguing world purſue their own devices. For 
all which they ſhall aſſuredly be one day ſummon- 
ed to a ſevere account; for they cannot by all their 
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arts and ſpecious colours impofe upon me. Engage 


not with them in the ſame deſigns, nor let the emp- 
ur; ty phantom of a great reputation, the pride of nu- 
ary I merous and honourable relations or acquaintance, 
2s, Nor the particular intimacies and friendſhi ps of cele- 
or I brated perſons; take up your time and thoughts, 
to Theſe only ſerve to diſtract and perplex the mind, 
in · and deceive. you at laſt with fond expeQaationss 


em: they lead you into a miſt, and there they leave you 


dil: Yoſt and bewildred. But I would point out to thee 
this the true way, and communicate my inſtructions 


uſe freely, if you were but at leiſure to receive my ſe i 
ges, Nerets, and careful to obſerve my motions; by open 


our ing the door when I knock, and watching all oppor- 
willEtunities of entertaining me in thy heart. 4 


f  REFLEXIOM.: 


: 4 — 1 


WHOEVER rightly conſiders his ſtation in life, 


take 
me. vill find buſineſs enough of his own to employ 
chun, without intermedling with the affairs of other 


people. What man is he that can ſay he is ahſor 
eWutely free from all manner of cares and concerns 
nd has nothing to do with this world? If his riches 
ud proſperous circumſtances render him indepen- 
lant on men, he is ſtill de pendant on God, and is 

:oullwerable for thoſe gifts of fortune, and end r 


werepod has entruſted him; and which, if he employs 
arro | | : | — 
1 : | | * x * 
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| thalfſments-of the mind, for all thoſe talents with which 
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”  bSehay'd themſelves, but whether his own .condut 


-pne another, but whether his own actions have been 


mind in any of his religious concerns. 
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proves as he ought to do, will afford him bu 

little leiſure to enquire into the conduct or circum 
Wboever duly examines the irregular, diſpoſ, 
tions of his own mind, his natural propenſity to fig 
and folly, the violence of his paſſions, the vicious 
- bent of his inclinations, his habitual aptneſs to fin, 
the ionumerable tranſgreſſions of his life, will find 
bHuſineſs enough to employ every moment of his 
time, and will even think he has ſcarce enough to 
dliſcharge every part of his duty both to God and 
man. He conſiders, chat the day is coming when he 
mult give a ſtri& and ſevete account, in what man- 
ner, and to what purpoſes, he has ſpent his days; 
that he ſhall not then be ask'd how others have, 


is is clear of offence; not whether others have att 
ed conſcientiouſly in their traffick and ooncerns with 


free from fraud and guile; not in what manner his 
neighbour ſerves God, if his ſincerity in the per- 
formance of religious duties be real or counterfeit, 
or his zeal for the honour of his Maker be falſe or 
true; but it infinitely concerns himſelf that no hy 
-pocrify lodges in his own heart, that no private 
views, no worldly ends have any biaſs upon huſh 


Could" we diſlodge the world, and all its tri 
ling>vanities from our herrts, how joyfully wows 
Chriſt take poſſeſſion of them? He delights © 
dwell 'with that foul who prefers his company uu 
that which is deem'd the moſt agreeable among 
men, the witty, the facetious, the learned; be 
better ſatisfiedd with the raviſſiing pleaſure of ongh 
hours communion wich his bleſſed - Redeemenla}; 
khan with the luxurious gratifications of a ſenſua 


7 0 5 * 


_- 
f _— & - 


TY * * D 
_— OF. 


DH” ——_—__—_—_——_——— —᷑— 
Aok III. / JesUs. CHRIST. 271 
du Popetite, tho' it were -poſſible to lengthen out the 
um- Naſt to the extent of an age. if 
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biel QF true Peace, and the Way to obtai 1 14: 
and : bd ( Chriſte.) | E.. 8 | 


His was my Promiſe which I once made to 
my Diſciples, Peace ] leave with you, "mm 
yeace I give unto you; not as the world giveths 
rive 1 unto you, John xiv. But tho' peace is what 
very man defires, yet the qualification and diſpo- 
tions, neceſſary for 2 and preſerving its 
re the care of very few. My peace takes up its 
welling with the meek and humble, And the 
deace of my ſervants conſiſts in ſteady patience, 
In attending carefully co my words, and purſuing 
y directions. Therefore, upon all occaſions, he 
ure to make a conſcience of what you do or lay;:” 
t your duty of pleaſing me be your chief, your 
Poly concern; and the enjoyment of me your ulti- 

Nate, your only end and deſire. Do not raſh 
enſure other people's words or actions, nor affect 

Y be a man of buſineſs or ſecrets; for this will be 
de beſt method to make your troubles few and 
ght. I ſay, few and light; for wholly to eſcape 
rouble, and to be entirely without any affliction 
bunt all in mind, body, or eſtate, is not conſiſtegt 
ich the nature of your preſent condition, ht one 
che privileges reſerved for heaven and immo? 
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Perfect peace, when you are not ſenſible of any a 
lamity or diſturbance; or, that a preſent freedon 
from aſſaults is an argument that you have no ene 
my, and that all is fate and well with you; r 
When things ſucceed according to your own wil poi 
that this is a proof of your extraordinary virtue an ¶ ho 
perfection; nor, if your zeal and piety be fervenMWue 
and our contemplations full of delight, concluddWis's 
vourſelf a particular favourite of God: For thelWis ! 
are foxeign and deceitful inferences ; ſuch as neitherWſin 
prove the ſincerity, nor the degree and perfeCtionaiiſſot; 
virtue in any man. THis is manifeſted Hy quitgſot | 
different marks. The devoting and reſigning youſſap| 
elf entirely to the will of God; not ſeeking youſ{{tr: 
On, but his glory in every thing you do; . conſſWthe 
deripg all events wiſely, and receiving proſperiil dar 


and adverſity with compoſure and equanimity ; a ror 


ſuch a hrave and conſtant perſeverance in goodneſ ov 
das, even when the aſſiſtances and encouragemen ] 


of grace are withdrawn for a ſeaſon, can: refolutelMWas 


* 


neſs, then be aſfured your peace is built upon ff 


man, while bere on earth, is capable of attain 
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0 on, and harden itſelf to undergo yet, ſharpeſam 
*rials with conſtancy; ſuch lowlineſs of mind, Mf 
never puffs a man up with an opinion of his ow91t | 
merit, but in the worſt extremities can find matte enc 
of praiſe and thanks for that mercy, which ee, po! 
then inflicts much leſs than his fins have deſerved 
and a firm hope, that God will not caſt off his le 
wants; this is the way of peace, the way that lead 
to ſure copſolation and favour with God. Andi 
to your not ſettiug any value upon your own vil Pe: 


old, ſo immoveable a foundation, that no mom 
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ron W HAT EY ER troubles, vexations and diſap- 3 


wih Wpointmepts we meet with, from the world, they, 


a kould nt give us any diſquiet or diſcompoſure, if. 
venue are Jatisigd or aſſured, that God, through Chrift, 
-ludWis at peace ich us. Ihe peace that Chriſt gives, 
ches real and ſubſtantial, a freedom from the guilhigf, 
itheWſin and all the turbulent and diſturbing effects thæses | 
onolfof; we have no longer any gloomy apprehenfions 
quitFWof the wrath of God, becauſe we know his wrath is 
you appeaſed;we fear not all the wi les, the fnares, and 
vou rr of the devil, becauſe we are aſſured 
don they ſhall not preyail; agaipſt-us 33 death, and the 
cri dark appartments of the grave have loſt their ter- 
; andſrors, becauſe Chriſt has promiſed to give victory 
InekMover both. 2 ry 
It thou art minded to enjoy peace withthe world,. 
as well as peace in thy-own mind, ſtudy to be quiet 
among thy, neighbours; interfere with; the'Concenns* | 
af no man, unleſs thereto. requeſted; and then be 
It be thy endea vour to make up and adjuſt di ef 
ences between parties at. variance; pht an eng, Ak: 
poffible, te all; litigious diſputeg and; contentionsn 
heal the hege bes of friepd(bip,.and;do-/all, in thy 
Kale tp. bring in peace where it is wanted, ane 
ſetle and confirm it where, it ſeemsa o be Waveriggg 
And, as.thy neighbours, thrqugh th nleans, eng | 
peace and tranquillity among themſelves, bea 
W <4 that chou wilt bel the laſt they Will give ans 
cauſe of diſquiet or diſturbance; to.IT nnn 
Let a Chriſtian is not to expect a perfect gg, 
tom cares and troubles; ſar fromi ic she 
Leunqän Scripture or rea ſon to ho pe; far an 
R FI bleſfingiga chis fide heaven: The peace ber 
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which he is to ſeek after, is the peace of conſcience, 
and a firm perfuaſion that God is reconciled to him 
through the merits and fatisfaQtion of our Bleſſed 
Saviour Jefus Chrift ; this will counterballance all 
the vexations and troubles which in this ſtate of 
mortality we are liable to, and enable us to ſuffer 
pains and reproaches with a calmneſs and ſerenity 
of mind, which is a foretaſte of that peace and reſt 
which the ſaints and children of God ſhall eternal 
ty enjoy in heaven. ny 
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E utmoſt perfection mortality can aſpire 


I after; is this, namely, to abandon all world- 
5 2 to keep the mind conſtantly upon 
the 


nels of the ſoul, and exerciſed in heavenly 


dSontemplations: To paſs thro' a life abounding 
With cares and troubles,” yet free and tyuconcerned, 


Provided however that this unconcernedneſs proceed 


nat from ſtupidity, heavineſs of apprehenfion, of 
ſlothful neglect; but from a generous liberty of 
foul; by which the man gets free from all immo- 
rate deſires, and too tender affection for earth. 
enjqyments. This faculty I earheſtly covet, and 
beg thee, O my God, to protect me againſt the 

cares of the world; leſt the neceſſities of my body 
- ſhould employ me too apxioufly ; and uf er that 
pretence, my affections be enſnared,” and io T en, 
8 | y > * a | as tangled 
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tangled in mulcaplicicy ot bufineis, to the prejudice 
and neglect of better and*weightier concerns; ors 
teſt the pleaſures of ſenſe ſhould entice me to fin, or 
diſcourage me from the ſteady purſuit of virtue and 
heaven, by too tender and afflicting reſentments of 
any calamities which may befal me. | ro 
l ſpeak not now of thoſe vain ſuperfluities, which 
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the deluded world ſo eagerly contend for; but beg 


to be preſerved in theſe miſeries and dangets. For 


miſeries and dangers I cannot bur-account the comp” 


mon and unayoidable incumbrances of liſe 3 ſinte 


theſe are heavy and cling cloſe about the ſoul a 


it under ſuch a ſtrait confinement, that it cat» 


not with freedom obey the diſpoſitions it feels with» © 


in, it cannot get above concern for the world, nor 
fix its defires and endeavours upon ſpiritual obe 
ſoul may have a true taſte af thy divine 2 


conſolations, turn, I beſeech thee, all my worldly 
comforts into bitterneſs ; leſt they vitiatt my p- 
late, and gi ve me a diſguſt to heavenly things, 

ſome deluding charm of preſent pretended good. 
O] let not fleſh and blood prevail in their conflifty 
with the ſpirit; let not the world and its fadi 
plories cheat me into ruin; let not the ſubtile ene 
my of mankind ſeduce me with his tempting wiles. 


Give me courage to reſiſt, when called to an en- 
counter; patience to endure, when called to ſuffeg: 


ing; firmneſs of mind to perſevere immoveablyin 
0 duty, when temptations and evil ſuggeſtions 
2 


= 


our to draw me aſide. Exchange, if it be thy 


vill, che tranſitory and falſe comforts of this world, 
ladnefs, the aſſiſtances ang 


for the oyl of true * ALIITAn 
ſweet ſatisfactions of thy bleſſed Spirit; and inſtead 
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and deſire of thee: be diffuſed thro? 70 whole! hear, " 
m 
v: 


and reign there without a rival. 
Ihe neceſſary care for food and raiment, and the 
 conveniencies.by which life is ſuſtained, is a grie. er 
wance and ohſtruction to zealous and refined ſouls; I th 
what then muſt be a burthen, let me not make an m 
vccaſton-of ſin; by uſing the creatures intemperate- iſ a 
Ir. by a luxurious indulgence, or inordinate appe·¶ ly 
mite. Nature, I am ſenſible, it is my duty to ſup: I in 
port; and therefore, entirely to refuſe bod neglet I If 
theſe prov iſions were ſin and foul ingratitude: But an 
t enlarge our deſires beyond the proper uſes of I en 
theſe things, and let them rove after ſuperfluity | 
and vanity, delicacy and delight; this the 26s of th, 
God hath moſt wiſely forbidden; becauſe it were lo 
zn effect to connive at, and countenance all licet: ¶ wi 
Bouſneſs, by cheriſhing the fleſh, and animating or, 
ud ſupporting it in inſolence and rebellion againſt I ge: 
| the ſir. Between theſe! two extremes there lies a tiv 
middle way, in which I humbly implore the I ob 
guidance of thy. hand; leſt I miſtake the path of his 
virtue, and going aſtray after my own inclinationſ ten 
or unadviſed zeal, ſhould be loft and bewilder'd in for 
ameaſures which thou haſt preſcribed for me. me 
2 Z 
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ven; and where I give myſelf, I expect the whole 
man in exchange. Think not therefore of any pri- 
he vate reſerves of intereſt or pleaſure, in bar to my 
ie ¶ entire poſſeſſion; for the whole world cannot do 
schee greater injury, than ſuch ſelf- love. This ſticks. 
an more cloſe, while other things are looſe and at 
te- Ja diſtance. And all things faſten upon thee, ons 
pe · ly _—_— as the degree of thy own love and 
up- inclination for them gives occaſion and advantage 
ea If your mind and its affections be pure, ſincere, 
But and moderate, nothing ſhall have the power to 
; of I enſlave you. £5 10 : 2h 
ty But, what pretence can you have for ſuffering 
of them to be otherwiſe-? For who would ſet his 
ere I love upon things, which are not to be obtained 
cen · ¶ without difficulty, and very often not with its 
ting or, if they be, cannot be enjoy'd without dan- 
unſt ger? Who is ſo mad as to court bonds and ca 
ies 4 tivity, and be fond of poſſeſſing that, which will 
the obſtruct his weightieſt concern, and rob him af 
wok his liberty ? _ Were theſe conſiderations duly 'aty A 
tion tended to, it -muſt appear the height of folly, 
d in for any man not to reſign himſelf up entirely e 
me; to waſte his ſtrength with unprofitable vexa- 
ions, and labour in the fire for vanity, and 
create troubles, which it is in his power to avoid. i 
Obey my will then, and ſubmit every thing t 
wy diſpoſal; and then thou art out of the reach 
of the world and its temptations. But, if intereſt 
and private reſpect ſtill govern thy affections, 
all thy application will be to no purpoſe. Thou 
runneſt away from troubles in one place, to meet i 
them in another; ſeeking reſt but finding none, 
becauſe thou always carrieſt thy torment about 
thee, For, even in thy molt ſucceſsful attempts, 
there will be ſome thing deficient to give 3 3 
tula- 7 
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ſufficient ſatisfaction; and, in thy moſt private 
retirements thou wilt be dogged and haunted by 
ſome croſſes. The world and all its advantages 
can do thee no ſervice by being enjoyed; but, 
thou wilt find thy account in flighting and de. 
 Jpifing them. This is the caſe, not of riches on- 
= ty, but of honour and reputation too. For they 
aiſo make themſelves wings, and fly away; and 
"thou canſt never be ſafe or happy, but by mor- 
tifying thy ambition and vain-glory. 
© How many people indulge themſelves with 
fond imaginations of eaſe and leiſure. to be good, 
iin a country, or a. college-life ? But cloiſters and 
defarts fignify nothing, without the piety and 
& diſpoſition of a hermit. The convenience of place 
is very little; and all its boaſted expectations 
= vaniſh, except the man be changed, as well a 
His reſidence, and manner of living. And this 
= change neither is, nor can be effected, unleſs his 
RN = be fixed in me alone, as the proper, the 
= only center of all its affections and defires. The 
E liberty men enjoy otherwiſe, is very ſhort and 
deceitful; for freſh occaſions of fin and trouble 
will quickly offer themſelves ; and then not on 
y the old inconveniences will return again, but 
= new and greater, and ſuch as are peculiar to that 
de ſtate of life upon which they have entred: 
And thus their very refuge becomes a freſh. temp 
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le. 4 Prayer for Purity of Heart, and heavenly _ 


MN Wiſdom. 

ey Re nn 

ind 41128... * 3 * 4 i | 

8 (Dipl.) 


Srabliſh me, Lord, with thy free Hirit, Pfal. li. 


ith 11. that, being ſtrengthned in the inner man, 

od, ¶ may clear my foul from all yain anxiety, and ba- 
ind Wiſh idle fears, and ſurmount the diſcouragements » 
and Ind diſtracting troubles of the world. Let nat, the” 
ace Wild and impatient defires of any thing here, 


hough never ſo alluring and ſeemingly valuable, 
erplex my thoughts, and draw me off from theei 
ive me grace to conſider my ſelf, and all Below; 
xs things full of vanity, and of very thort conti 
tance. For ſuch indeed, are all things undet che 
un, veration of ſpirit, and altogether lighter that 


and Fonity ;\and he is truly wiſe,” who' conſiders them 
uble n this light. Grant me, O Lord, above all things, 


but truct me in what manner I may ſeek thee fa t6 
that ind thee; ſo to love and delight in thee, that 1 
red: Way have no reliſh for atiy thing beſides theez to 
mp onfider all things as diſpoſec by thy wiſdom. 


rant me; I beſeech thee; timely to diſtoderꝭ ani 
arefully avoid the flatterer, and with 'patience and. 
eckneſs to ſuffer contradiction fromwhatever Hand 
t comes. Fot that man Has undoubtedly no ſmall 
dare of wiſdom, who, an the oe hand cn ſtand 
10d in the fierteſt ſtotm of words; and on the 
er, can turn à deaf ear to the muſical tharmis'et of 
N teriäg Sen; thus Will he fleadify pubfile che 
Nous. XIII. O00 courſe 


dat heavenly wiſdom, which may teach and i I 
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: they. entertain diſadvantagious thoughts concerniq 
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courſe he has i gun, be ſecure in every kind d 


danger, and eel ee againſt every ad 
verſary. 6 12 
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y. we ven a thyſelf, loa the Loh 
evil. men are let looſe againſt thee, or whe! 


thee, -Refle&t on thy awn. actions and condydh, an 
that judge 1115 f; and thou wilt ſoon perceiy 
1 Ag. hut little xeaſon ® judge all: « * another, er 
eh heart is ſincere, and thy; conduſt upright 
thon wilt have ene 10g\words...... 

It; is a, great point of wiſdom bo Sep. fler 
when/evil reports are es and at 1 K 


e to: me, and nog to he — cone 
the wrong judgment hie men may up 


Th 1901 13 ei * 5. * 5 ol GJ] © * 
Thy peace of wal L bexxery, led 
chon let it 1 men; 
07 or eil choughts of. thee, cannot make. ther 
Better or worſe, of in the. leaſt. change thee, 4 
hat chou Autre 725 AL « & choy gave 13 1 & 40, 2 
C5 
ſolg peace and true glory? here, 10 W 
mie 
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nate love —— of thy ſelf or others, and a too 


proceeds a . of ate, and a diſtraction 
et. No nit do ats u 0 


1 TAY 
* 


REF -LEXION. 


RY ER, Repivach; and ill cheek from 
„ Iche tongue; is a ſort of tax, Which ſupe rior Wor 
4. Land merit ay to the publick; and no ld ſhould | 
think much of the worſt of uſage from the world; © 
 Ffoce the beſt and worthieſt of mankind have fuffer id 
in che fame manner 5” nay, the more exaltedaHelp 
yes oi merit and excel ane the fairer the mark for the. 
whenftongue of envy to dart its venom at. Thou ſhoultef 
erninqſh be {6 far from reſenting what is reported dl ſud ran 
ageous to thy good name and ebaracter p that it” 
uld rather be an argument to induee thee-t6 
beiibave the ſtricter guard over chy own: actiéhsf 


I kections and inclinations, and to examine thy _ 
Wheart whether thou doſt not finda properifity th 
to commit thoſe very offences of which chow 
plaineft that thou art falſely accus'd. Iuſtead — 
of yexing and tormenting thyſelf for the ealtiniiiies © 
chat may be vented agai nt thee; vindickte thy 
acter by reforming what is #miſs-in thee, and e 
vince che world by the exactfeſs of thy lit and- 
WW faultleſs conduct, chat the things that ale ſuld a» 
ganſt thee, proceed rather Fond the malice" _— 
11 thy enemies, than from ahy real grun 
thou haft toy for thofe n > BY} aſt cen ve 
e, | a b 15 
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TRY A tha 
" (Diſciple.) ) * 


5 PF Lord givetb, and the, Lord taketh away, N vil 
t AMefſed: be the Name of. the Lord. Job. i. 21. nor 
FPea, bleſſed and praiſed be Gy Name, for this ye: ¶ ten 
© *ry:calamity,. with which thy fatherly wiſdom ad po 
- afleQtion, is now pleaſed to chaſtiſe and try me. Ich 

= cannot flee from the ſcourge, of thy rod; but I will i 
= run to thee for ſuccour; and pray, that thou wouldſt I the 
gig me with thy patience, and turn all my ſuffer: ¶ but 
| ings to: my ſoul's adyantage. I am indeed in tram WM me, 
ble, and cannot but own-that Jam in diſorder, on MW Th 


continue till thy, gracious purpoſes are ac com. Wtua 
Plathed in me; and, When thou ſeeſt that I am ſut- ext 
ficiently. humbled, then, and not before, do chou H pro 

= refreſb,; and raiſe, and deliver me out of it. IIb. 
For, I am duly ſenſible, that my deliverance Wthe 
can come from no other hand; for, as to myſelf, | Way 
= am weak, and poor, and blind, and ignorant of f 
Phat is beſt, or what to do. Grant- me then, bleſ⸗ 


ſed Lord, a reſcue in thy own due time; and in the 
mean while ſtrengthen me with patience, that bf 
thy powerful aid I may bear up againſt the ſeverc 

Eribulations, without deſpondency or . 
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Nr my wil,” Lord, but thine be done, ſhall be the 
conſtant language of my heart: My ſinful heart, 
which acknowledges” thy mercy in the midſt of 
vrath, and ſadly reflects, that thou haſt puniſhed FF 
ne much leſs than my offences have de ſerved. O 
that this humble ſenſe of my own guilt may work  - i 

in me ſuch a quiet and contented ſubmiſſion to thy 
will, that I may neither unduly withdraw from, 
nor unthankfully murmur at the m__ or the ex- 
tent of my ſufferings, till thou ſhalt"lee fat to com- 
poſe this ſtorm, and reſtore to me the comforts of 
thy favour and indulgent providence. e. 

Bur, if the ſtorm ſhould ſtill rage, this is not ü 
the effect of want of power in thee; to calm it; 
but becauſe a perfect calm is not yet proper for 
me. Thy mighty Hand can lay it in a moment 
Thou (canſt abate its fury, or thou canſt protect and 


ſupport me under its violence and extremity. Iam 
perſuaded thou canſt; for thqu haſt taught me by 2 
my own experience, and the remembrance; of th; 
8 — 3 ye will not ge Yes to queſtion the 
ur, ciicacy of thy power. But, in proportion as my 
0d. 4. — is greater, *. — the ſweeter 3 
100 Wand refreſhing let thy healing virtue, and ſpiri- 
m- tual conſolations be; and let me have a ſenſible 
ul- experience of the performance of thy, gracious 
0% promiſe, That thou wilt not ſuffer. thy ſervants te 
be tempted above that they are able, but wilt with ©: 
ce the temptation 105 make a. way to eſcape, that they © 
Way be able to bear it. 1 Cor. x. 112. 
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who is the ftrenpth 


| If. fre 
- querthoobitrut;oand diſappoint: thy owniexpetts 
eros 1 . 12 by thy Tacks 
 wardneſs" co ask relief: For, men generally try 
Ml dther/ comforts and remedies fitR,- and reſerve 
mes för their! laſt reſuge, in times of | ſick entre 
mity v when they find nothing: will do them ſer- 
viee;” and then my honourtobliges me, not only 
to/Yefcar thoſe human contrivunecs, in which they 
Fan trufted; but to delay my on faccours; 
— and} by making them ſuffer! fer their Irnpions 
= negle&, force them tꝰ acknowledge, chat I am 
the Dehverer of them that truſt in me; and chat 
without me no ſuccours are ſtrong, no ebunſel 
Wie, ne remedies fueceſsſul. And, if cheir ub 
ferings find ſome pteſent mitigation, this only 
skins the wound, but is no perfect cure; and the 
Pain it aſſwages will return again with redoubled 
rage and anguiſh, For, I alone, who gave the 
firoke, can heal it; and, as there is no evil 
which the LoRD hath not done, fo neither # 
there any deliyerance which the LoRD hath 10 
=wrought, —_ 7. 8 
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But, NOW ane iy ſapplications are co "com ome d up 1 


into my ear. vo. thou haſt, N th realy, upon 
my mercy. 111 evive t E. 00P1 1r1 84 
and. K they that. Wh reg dark and. Sat Foc 1 
rejoice again in the light of my countenance,  F 
100 e HY, only. to. reſtore thee to, thy, 1205 
happineſs, hut alſo to fecompence tb palt 
<uy and patience, by A additions of more 
and richer. bleſſings nd let ,not any ad ve 155 
tho? never. ſo 855 Fea, Aon. thy. Fa ty 
to diftruſt my mercy., For, cat there ag 
be too difficult for me? Or am I like Loy 
ene who ſooth their dependants, up with „Pratt 
ſes, which they neyer intend, Pq perform? Have 
[ at, any time broken my. word "Where then Is 
thy faith, where then is 1 courage? Bear” up 
Wange and diſcharge thy gut . 87 
col ite 5 thou fail not to qualify 7 1 10 
. Hs i, Hal, certaiply ap ech os 
lime, . V the rat 4 it for. bim, fort R 
its urely come. and Wires ee, Heb ii. The 1000 
17 75 oppreſſes thee, 16 J there. only to: 
if a0 f and 3 virtue , nor would” it wel 
thee Tons | o. low. if it was got made heayier 
thy. own. folly, by heaping on anxious. Cares ig 
uture, upon thy Preſent ufferings. But this is $0 
conſpixe again! 1117 and turn thy own, tormen- 
tor. u; Lorent, ach day. is, the evil, thereof; 
Matt. vi. 34. e it. with, addi 0 bp 
troubles, hich, by ng means belong to it. . 
A indeed, impextinent and Palla, ab. all Times; 
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286 I the Initation F500 I 
c are nothing but the creatures of thy own ſick fancy, 
For ſuch deluſions are a great reproach upon res 
fon, and a greater Jer upon Chriſtianity ; when 
thy mean timorous foul is frighted by ſuch airy 
Phantoms, and ſo very eafily led captive by the 
enemy's ſuggeſtions. And ſuch are theſe deſpond- 
ing or terrible apprehenſions of what will be here- 
after. Whether it be or not, it is alike to him; 
for his buſineſs is to deceive and undo men. And 
true or falſe hopes and terrors contribute equally 
to this deſign. The love of preſent good, and 
dread of approaching evils, are inſtruments of 
ruin, employed by him, with wonderful addreſs; 
and, ſo ruin be but the conſequence, the methods 
| 1 management of it are perfectly indifferent to 
> __ | | 
Do not therefore ſuffer fear to deject thee, but 
fall maintain thy chriſtian courage, and place th 
confidence in my mercy. I am often ready at hand, 
when thou chinkeſt me at a diſtance ; and, at thoſe 
times, when all is given for gone, things are ſo fat 
from deſperate, that proſperous events and moſt ſur- 
Prizing comforts are breaking in upon thee, like 2 Nd 
glorious fun from an aſtoniſhing eclipſe. © Tis raſh: 
gels therefore to conclude affairs are in a loſt condi: 
ton, becauſe ſome diſappointments have baulked 
your expectations: Nor can either thy own reſent- 
ment of misfortunes within, or the violence of any 
calamity without, give thee ſufficient grounds, from 
the deplorable ſtate thy circumſtances are in, to pro 
nounce, That all hope of eſcape and better days are 
17 Nay, which is the moſt ſenſible and molt 
amentable caſe of any, if at the ſame time that! 
Teourge thee with outward calamities, thou feel the 
Inward ſupports of my grace withdrawn, which 
Thould'enable thee to bear the rod; yet even ſo, Oi 
3 | | nd 
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dot imagine thyſelf forſaken, or that I have utterly 
calt thee from my preſence. , The way to heaven 

b ſet with briars and thorns ; and they, who arrive 
t the kingdom, travel over craggy rocks and thro? 
howling deſarts: And it is much more to their ad- 
vantage to have their virtue awakened, and bright- 
ned, and brought to the teſt, by the ſmart of ad- 
rerſity, than that all things ſhould go ſmoothly on; 
without any manner of moleſtation or interrup- 
07. N „ l +.ca + £7 2 SR 
De heart of man is deceitful, who can know it? 
Thou thyſelf art often under very dangerous miſ- 
takes about thy own condition. Thou art ignorant 
what thou art, and much more ignorant what is fit 
for thee. But I, who am verfe@tly acquainted with 
both, ſee plainly, that it is proper and beneficial. 
ſometimes to be left to thyſelf; that thus ſtruggling 

to ſo little purpoſe with the calamities that bear 


bumble ſenſe of thy infirmities ; that this ſenſe may 
heck thy vanity, and ſhew; that thy moſt ſucceſs. 


and thou art in truth nothing leſs. than that mighty 8 
man thou art apt to fancy thy ſelf. This makes my at 
lepriving thee of thy uſual comforts convenient, 5 

but ſtill 'tis in my power to reſtore and increaſe 


hem to thee; when I ſee that convenient too: . ,. 


Nor think me cruel and unjuſt in theſe diſpenla: 
09s; for who ſhall hinder .me from doing What 1 
ill with my own? I gave thee what of right thou 


ouldſt not claim; and I take away what thou hat 


o right to keep. For every good and per/ett gift is | 
une, James i. 17. and not a debt, but a favour. 8 
then affliction comes, remember *tis of my ſends 
g; and I, who laid the croſs, can both remove = 
d recompenſe it: 
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thee down, thou mày'ſt be brought to a juſt and a | | 


ful attempts, fre oying courely to another hand —_— 


T kill and make alive, 1-bring . = 
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WHEN a man is once aſſured of his intereſt __ = 
in Chriſt, that his pardon is ſealed by his ſupremg 
judge in the high Court of Heaven, and that, hit =» 
dame is written in the Book of Life, what, neecg 
he vex and fatigue himſelf with the cronbles, 
alumnies, and afflictions with which he may be 
baded by the impotent malice of his moſt -inve- 
grate enemies? If God is his friend, what nee 
he care for the combined rage of men and de- 
vis? If Chriſt is his Redeemer, what has he to 
fear from the wrath of God, due to impenitent 
fnners? If the crucified IE SUS has made ſuffi- 
tient ſatisfaction to divine Juſtice for the breaches 
of the law, what can he apprehend ſrom the cur- 
ſes pronounced againſt. the tranſgreſſors of that 
aw? If he has the ſacred influences of the Ho- 4 
ly Spirit to comfort and refreſh his ſoul, what is ll 
there in the calamities and diſappointments of Ml 
the world, that can reaſonably give him any un- 
taſineſs or diſquiet ? |. | == 
Why then art thou caſt down, O my ſoul ; _ 
md why art thou diſquieted within me? Truſt 
n God; for he alone can and will, in due time, nl 
leliver; thee out of all thy troubles. Believe in 
Chriſt ; for he along can ſave thee from the juſt 


ws. 


(merits of thy fins. Pray earneſtly for the ccm. 


eb 8 e ; A#- WS m4 | d: Tz it | n 
6 r helps, and conſolations of the Holy Spixit z If f J 
dug heſe alone will be ſufficient to countef- bal, 


Mee all the evils and vexations thou mayeſt meet 4 3 
th in this yale of tears; a ſtrong ſupport, unde? 
© toy; alflictions; an n detence ain, 

5 | PA all 
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all the darts of the grand enemy of thy ſoul ; ane: he 
fectual antidote againſt the gilded poiſon of a tempt. | r 
ing, flattering, deceitful world; a noble cordial a wi 
gainſt the bitter draught of an afflicted life; and ai re/ 
lamp of celeſtial brightneſs, to lighten thee in the m: 
dark and gloomy hour of death, and direct thy way mc 
to the manſions of eternal bliſs and glory. th: 
But if it ſhould pleaſe God, for wiſe ends, to is 
hide his face from thee, and ſeem to frown upon Al 
thee, think not therefore, that he is become thine lef 
enemy; but rather believe, that the trials and af. ftr, 
Rictions with which thou art exerciſed, is to render nat 
thy graces and virtues more illuſtrious; for gold, dif 
the more it is purged in the fire, the purer it i, in 
and the brighter it ſhines; and that God, when heli bl 
has accompliſhed his wiſe purpoſes in and by thee, iſ em 
he will again lift up the light of his countenance wit 
rr * 
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CHAP. XXXVI. ſtre 
GQD alone worthy of Enquiry. diy 


_ (Diſciple.) 
H Mercy, Log p, is great, which bad 
aſſiſted me thus far; but ſtill, I perceive 
want 2 larger portion of thy grace, which ml 
lead me to * ftate of perfection, as may 1 . 
e and fet me at liberty, from all the obſtruc ag 
Which the creatures lay in my way. For, ſo. le d 
as I retain an affechion or concern for any thing Mee 
this wortd, I find my foul check'd and refrained knit 


vil 
| 
{ 


= hcmſclves with, yet ſtill they have all poor 


ccies are but of ſmall account. For, whatever 


Book III. / JESUS CHRIST,  _29t 
het Iongings after thee and beaven. How often da 
| make the Prophet's wiſh my own, O that I bad 
wings like a dove, for then would I fly away and be at 
ref! Lo then would I get me away far of, and re- 
main at a diſtance from the world. Now what is 
more at eaſe, more abſtracted from the world, 
than a true fingle-hearted honeſty? What freedom 
is equal to his, who covets nothing upon earth? 
All created beings ſhould indeed be neglected, and 
left behind in this flight; and a man muſt make a 
ſtretch even beyond bimfelf, and lay aſide his own 
natural inclinations and defects, in order to get a 
diſtin view of the Creator, and thoſe perfettions 
in him, to which no creature bears any reſem- 
blance. Now this is the very reaſon, why ſo few 
employ their thoughts in heavenly contemplations 
with any ſenſible delight ; wires?! when they go 
about it, they do 1t unskilfully ; for they drin 
with them thoſe worldly affections that damp ai 
diſguſt them in the undertaking. _ 
It is not, I acknowledge, an eaſy matter, nay, | 


tis impoſſible to fleſh and blood, by its own 55 = 
ſtrength, thus to purge the affections. Nothing, 
leſs than a liberal and very powerful inſpiration of 


divine grace can thus exalt the mind, and, as it 
were, carry the man out of himſelf, But, till ſuch 
exaltation of the ſoul hath diſengaged one from all 
temporal intereſts, and ſettled his affections on that 


1 
1 


one object which is alone worthy of them, God if 


himſelf; all his knowledge and imagined excel- 
e notions of honour and greatneſs men may de- 
d little ſouls, and dote upon that which ought to 


de contemned, who allow any thing; beſides the in- 
nite and eternal God, a very honourable place in 


their: .._- 


| 


— 
_ „ 


2 ide Imitation Bool I, 
their affections and eſteem. For fl, which is not 
God, is vanity and nothing, and ought to be no- i pe 
thing regarded. How vaſt a difference is there be: ric 
tween the wiſdom of a mortified pious man, er- 0! 
lightened from above, and the pompous. learning Ml foi 

of a profound and ſtudious Divine? That know- off 
ledge, which comes from above, ſpeaks its heaven- I th: 
ly original, by its glorious and nohle effects; and I fro 
Works a greater change in the man, a greater im- is! 
provement in paßt, knowledge, than all that N ob 
comprehenſion, which the greateſt abilities, and I the 
the moſt aſſiduous induſtry, can never attain; to. cel 

| We often hear ver) glorious characters of Divine ¶ tro 
contemplation, and the wonderful delights and I dil 
tranſports attending. it; and theſe: a great many ap- 
pear. very fond of, But when they regard not the ¶ tho 
gheceſſary preparations: for it, their minds are full of W wa 
ſenſible idea's, and are wholly, taken up with the anc 
things of this preſent world; and the ſubduing and I bro 
mortifying their deſires and paſſions is a matter I tur 
they, take but little care about. And, while their I cor 
Affairs continue in this poſture, they are by ro up 
means e Be oy exerciſes of the mind. Iwe 
Methinks it is a moſt unaccountable folly, and ar. nat 
res, chat men forget what fpirit they are;or ſhould 
be of, when they call themlelyes, Chriſtians, 7. « Nad 
Spiritual Perſons, who have ſoler 25 renounced the the 
VV 
luſts: who profels dg bellene aud to feck happinel ſt! 
in 4 future ſtate, and to place chat happineſs in the 


# 


perfection of their, fouls ;. and yet, in reproach and 

contradiQtion, to thoſe. profeſſions, ſuffer both bodf 

2275 to be.carried away, by them; lay al 
em 


elyes entir ely upon periſhing and, trifling ad: ö 
Vaptages, Nie the e and e ae er) 


pet wb 


. 
* 


Weneglected, andi the affairs of their fouls in 
x 1 =: : k 
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e. rious thought. to their moſt important concerns. 
b. WM Or, if at any time they ſer themſelves to think, 


0 I fone trifle immediately interrupts and draws them 


7. WM off from any profitable recollections. Nay, they 
n- chenifelves fly out, and are glad to be diverted 
nd from a ſevere examination in their own ſtate; which 
m. is ſure, if diligently purſued, to preſent them with 
at objects of ſhame and ſorrow, ſuch as will wound 
nd Ml cheir fight, and ſoon make them weary of this ne- 
eeſſary work. Thus we never give ourſelves any 
ne MW trouble to obſerve which way our inclinations are 
d dil poled, or whither they tend; nor do we ſerioufs 
p- Ih bewail the abominable impurity of out hearts; 


he though there be nothing but impurity there. The 


of Ml way / all Aeſb is corrupt upon the earth; Genel. vi. 


he and that univerſal corruption, Tays the Scripture, 


nd brought a flood to deſtroy mankind and every crea- 
ter N ture. But whence, do we think, proceeds ſuch 
eir N corruption of manners? No doubt, from the cor- 
no rupt affections of men. For, if this fountain be not 


nd. N feet, the action, which is but a ſtream and ema- 


ar- nation from it, muſt neceſſarily be flat and bittet 
ald For a pure heart is the ground-work of a holy life; 


293 
. perfectly forgotten, that they ſcarce afford one ſe- 


%% Land as naturally procecds from it, as the fruit fem 


the che tree. a wi 3 
iful . And herein we are highly blameable, that ſo 
nels little regard is had to the diſpoſitions of the heart 


the N vithout which we can form go true judgment, ei- 
and cher of ourſelves or others. But this, which is in 
och och of the greateſt moment, the very point upon 


Which a man's whole character turns, ſeems to be 


ad: brgotten, as a thing too nice and ſpeculative tobe 
ae ery curious in. We fix our eyes upon the outward 
s lation, conſider what, or how much à man hath 


pet ene; but give ourfelyes no trouble to enquire 


with 


"Y 
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with what ſincerity; with what zeal, with what 
honeſt intention he did it; or whether. with none of 
all theſe qualifications. So again, for the eſtimate 
we make of perſons; they are all foreign from the 
true and Proper: foundation of merit and reſped. 
The riches, alour; beauty; judgment; wit, elo- 

quence, a good ſtyle; or a ſweet voice, or a knack 
of management in town or country-bulineſs, hi; 
preferments, or his profeſſion; theſe are the imme- 
diate ſphjects of our enquiry; and we proportion 
our value and reſpects accordingly: But a_man': 
humility and poverty of ſpirit, his meekneſs and 
patience, his devotion and piety; theſe are rarely 
mentioned in the character, or recommended as 
motives to procure eſteem: Thus nature and grace 
Have their different proſpects and affections. The 
Former looks at the outſide of a man, and values him 
according to things that are not his; the /atter 
places all within, and makes no account, at all of 
external ornaments and advantages. The former 
builds upon a falſe bottom, Teeks herſelf what ſhe 
values in others, and is frequently deceived and 
.difappointed : The latter places her whole 75 
and love in God, and is never miſtaken, never de- 

luded by falſe expectations. 


erk TON. 


So great is the difference between things earth: 
Iy and heayenly, ſpiritual and carnal, that the one 
can never conſiſt with the other, but will be at per 
petual variance while ſoul and body cohabit toge, 
ther; nor will the conflict end, till this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality, till faith ſhall be turned int 

viſion, hope into fruition, and grace be ſwallowed 

e al 


% 


forte "of Jesos nant. ay 


ä 


| Fain, indeed, would the Pioiis ſoul be at reſts 


lat 

in would ſhe get free from this ſtate of fin and 
te Wnortality ; ſhe is tired with the continual ſollici: 
be Nations of ſenſe; ſhe is almoſt afraid ſhe ſhall one 


ay periſh by the hand of her powerful enemies 
ſhe longs to be claſp'd in the embraces of her dear 
Redeemer, to converle with ſpiritual beings, to en: 
oy the company of Saints and Angels in a ſtate of 
lifs and glory, as free from fin and all impurity, 


on Ws it is from pain or the leaſt mitigation and inter: 
n's Wuption of the moſt refined pleaſures, the moſt ęxr 
nd Nuted joys. nk 2 TEAMS 
ly WW Bur fo long as it is the good pleafure of her gra- 
as Wious God, that the ſhould remain impriſon'd in the . 
ace ody, ſhe will make the beſt uſe ſhe can of her bad 
be Wondition ; ſhe will now and then give a look phro? 
um Ne grates of her priſon towards that heavenly counz 
ter Wy, of which ſhe hopes in a ſhort time to be poſ: 
of ssd; ſhe agreeably entertains herſelf in a delight» 
net ul foretaſte of — immortal pleaſures which are 


t God's Right Hand for- ever- more; and when ſhe 
; thus loſt, as it were, in the contemplation of im 
portal things, how trifling and contemptible do all 
e pomp, the ſplendour magnificence and gran 
eur of the world appear? : | gue 
But, alaß! how few are prepared for ſuch a glos 
ous work as this? How few are there whoſe hearts 
re ſo emptied of all worldly: object, ſo puriſſeq 


rth- Ind refined from the droſs and corruptions of ſenſes. 
one Ne mortiſied and dead to the world and all its panty 
per-W*s and incitements, as to be capable af entgrrame: 
oge e without reſerve, reluctance, or reſtraint, the. 
hall Bleſſed Jeſus in all his adorable graces and perfcce 
Into 


ons? O moſt gracious God, come in upog - 
— thy almighty power, ſubdue ſig in ee 
9d thy love in ove = ang ür alf — 


vo n 
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pare us for the enjoyment of thyſelf in eteral O 
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HOU canſt not, Son, be perfectly free, till 
-2F© © thow hatt firſt attained to fuch a mattery, 2 
entirely to ſubdue and deny thyfelt. For coveto 
derſons, and lovers of themſelves, the luſtful, the 
y, and unſeitled men, the lovers of : pleaſure, 
more than lovers of God, are all ſlaves; vile anc 
unprofitable ſlaves; condemned to fruitleſs, endleſ 
toilʒ ſeeking what they cannot find, and cantriying 
what they will never be able to com paſs; or if the 
could, will never long enjoy it. For every thin 
that is not of God, is toon brought to nought. Oh 
ſErve this ſhort,” but certain maxim: Forſake al 
and bon ſbalt find all. Let go deſire, and tho cs 
ſhalt lay hold on peace. Diligently conſider thigh e 
rule, and tranſcribe it into thy practice; for pre n 
dies will explain and prove it to the. 
PCDiciph,.): This, Lord, is not the work of bra 
ſiogle day, a maxim not fitted for weak capacitdaſ e 
hut ſuch, as in one ſhort ſentence: contains the PO. 
moſt perfection of a pious and reſigned Chriſtian, E 
Crit.) And why, my Son; ſhould chat pe pol 
fection affrigbt or diſcourage thee? Summon M dd 
thy: wal, aſpire to the true greatneſs of ſoul, 40 
the nabler the virtue is, the more eager! and geit 


rous retolutijos:do thou ex preſoa of ing no 
rg 8 9 


Oh! that thou wert of that happy diſpoſition, Which 
utterly diſcards all narrow. and telfzintereſted conſi- 


dience of my commands, and the, diſpoſals bf my 
providence ] Thus would thy perſon and thy byhas 
rigur be acceptable to thy God thus wohldeſt 
thou enjoy great ſatisfaction, and peace in thy owa 
breaſt. Alas ! there are {till many things, | which 
muſt be forſaken 3. many, which till thou hath Jar 
crificed to me, thou canſt never obtain the,-Rappis 
neſs thou aimeſt at. Buy therefore: of me thei pare 
refined gold of a heavenly and refined diſpoſition 
for that {hall make thee rich, aboye all the treaſures 
of this world, Caſt off the wiſdom of this genera: 
tion, and do not indulge thy ſelf in ſuch fooliih imat 


4 


eſteeme J, mult be purchaſed; at the exppinice;of 
thoſe, which this world eſteems moſt precio. Not 
what-is more deſpiſed, what ſo little eſtè qed ig 
ommon account, hat more neglected and forgot 
ten, than that true heavenly wiſdom, which-gdoouns 
ces all merit of his on, and, is content tobe ilk | 
regarded by the men of this world? This moxtitied i 
and humble, ftate of mind is what indeed lame peo* _ 
ple profeſs, arith in words commend; but that 
| 
| 


their; diſſembled praiſes. Abd yet this wildomy 
poor and deſpicahle as it appears to common ee 
is that pearl of great price, for which all ther 
2 in exchange: Its that 


lice tt dies low and few care 0 give the mſel ves "I 
Wy:trouble 10 find it out. | 22 1 2 | dg 5 
903 A9 92421 Ain, Q4 A. $85 99 1 N. | | 
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derations, and ſubmits itſelf entirely to the obe: 


ale delight in vapiey and nothing, '. Remember 1 


=_ 


ginations: For carnal minds purſue-ſhadoysy A,j᷑ 


1 7 


practice plainly conde ms it, and gives the lig tet! 
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Ir is n6 ſuch eaſy matter to be a ſincete Chri: 
tian, as ſome may imagine. is true; the yoke 
of Chriſt is caſy, and his burden is light; but 
but his ſhoulders muſt firſt be fitted to bear it; 
his mind prepared to do and ſuffer whatever hi 
os may call him to; his reſolution. muſt 

form'd upon new principles; and he muſt de. 
termine to part with whatever before was dear 
and pleaſant to fleſh and ſenſe, for riches and 
pleaſures that are, to the world, inviſible, and per- 
ceptible only by the eye of faith, enjoy'd only 
by owe and virtuous minds; and valued only by 
thoſe” who ſet the leaſt value upon the things of 
this world. And altho' this may be a task ver 
irklome- to fleſh and blood, yet, when once ac 
compliſh'd, yields the A fruits of rights 


- buſnefs, joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” increaſe of grace, 


and--all thoſe comforts and conſolations which 
fow from a ſenſe of the pardon of ſin and re. 
coneiliation wich God. {$31 9 FEE 

bus the pleaſures which à Chriſtian enjoy? 
in his communion: with Gody and the communi 
ratioss of the Divine Grace to him, unſpeaks 
bly tainſcend all the pleaſures of ſenſe, and the 
gratifications of the natural appetite ; and thus i 
is chat the yoke of Chriſt. becomes eaſy; but 
ſtill it is a yoke in which he muſt draw, and : 
burden which he muſt bear all the remaining 
part of bis life; he is yoked to innumerable 
railries, paſſions, and ifregular affections, which 
he cùn by no means get free from, ſo long as bt 
continues in a ſtate of mortality; he muſt lil 


Wiſe: expect to be lpaded with reproach, covyÞu 


temp 


CR 
tempt, and all the vile uſage imaginable from 


is a burden he will never be able to throw off, 
ri. till his body becomes a life-leſs carcaſs, and his 
e ſcrul impaſſable and unaffected with all the trou- 
but bles, afflictions, cares, and coneerns of this life. 


his 

ſl ee. .  — —— ——————————— 
de- 
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ere a of the Inconſtancy 97 the Heart, and ; by ; 


bf how. to fix. it. 
soffl, dei 5 ni zi nu 


hte ö Epend not, my ſon, upon any preſent. diſpos 


ace, ſition of mind, with which thou feeleſt thy 


dich elf affected, for this is fickle and of ſhort conti- 


re mance. Variety and change is what men muſt be 
(object to, fo long as they carry about them the frail⸗ 
joyiſ nes of fleſh and blood; and all their endeayours 
uni · ¶ cannot ſo fix their hearts, as to keep them conſtantly 
ala · ¶ the ſame: Sometimes they find themſelves dil- 
theſ poſed to mirth, at other times to melaneholy; now 
they are even and ſerene, anon all over diſorder and 
confuſion; this hour fervent and devout, the next 
lukewarm and cold ; ſtudious and induſtrious to day, 
lothful-and unfit for buſineſs to- morrow; ſerious, 
gave, and thoughtful now, and anon again gay and 
ning, light as air. But the man who is truly 


luters not Himſelf to be carried about with every 
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the tongues and hands of wicked men; and this 


9 
— 
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viſe; who is actuated by the Spirit of God, gets a 
dove this changeable region of the lower world, He 


blaſt © = 
4. be 
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Fit and chief in his thoughts, the port to which 


bb), not only that they might have an oppo 


* 1 
4 


> be had raiſed from che dead, Fobs xii. 9. It mu 
$6514 * | 


Plaſt and Impulſe of Inconſtancy, but ſettſes upon 


Beds and actions. For by this method lit is 


moved, by any guſt of inclination from within, or 


only en 


make upon ſuch careful and 
- Infirniity'prevatis4n moſt ; and, if ſome pleafure ot you 


— 
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the baſis of the one excellent end, which is alva), 


makes, and the compals by which he ſteets all 
very poſſible for n man to continue unſtraken andi um 


accident from without. The natural changeable- 
nefs of human affections, being yet more improved 
by mens own voluntary affections, being yet more 
improved by mens own voluntary uncertainty, and 
their propoſing no conftant end of rule to themſel yes, 
Now 1 intention, which fixes upon God as its 
will keep men ſteady in their purpoſes; 
and deliver them from being the jeſt and ſcorn of 
fortune. And this in ſcripture is {tiled Hingle eye, 
becauſe it ever looks and aims but at one object. 
The more intent 22 that eye is in this proſped, 
wid the leſs diverted from its mark, the firmer and 
more conſiſtent men are with themſelves ; and the is 
leſs impreſſion does any 3 wind or Weather I len 
viſe pilots. But ſtill I a 


r,, 


- 


wofitintervene, they retain ſo much:renderneſs for tel: 
themfelves, and their temporal advantages, as to fra 


ſuffer themſel ves to be diverted from the ſame vigeW ai: 


rous purſuit of cheir firſt prize, and allow this fred val 


one à part at leaſt of their endeavours and defires he 


They love God, but they would love the world uf 
tod; and in this ſtate of divided affections pretii his 
much reſemble the Fews; who, as the Evangelil 
obſerves, came to viſit Martba and Mary at B 


tunity of ſee ing and hearing Feſus, but of ſacislf 
ing their curioſity in gazing upon Lazarus, whe 


ther 


% kesvs.C 


Peril. ä 
n therefore be your eſpecial care and buſineſs, ta 
18 compole this diſtraction of thought, to fix, Four 
þ 
I! 
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heart to one purpoſe, to ſeek one good, one endy i 

ſo calouſly, that nothing elſe may come into Co 2 
is I petition or partnerſhip with it to look upon every 
n thing which diverts you from, or ſlackens jou in 1 
or Wl this purſuit, with an eye of contempt; and gen- 
le- ftancly to keep your hope, and deſire, and love 
ed WM (which are the ſpring and guide of all your acbiong) 


ore ¶ upon Me alone. ; 2:56 
ind Rico + 4 Wk. 
ves. 
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off WHOEVER fancies he ſhall continue ſteady 
eye, ¶ and conſtant in the ſame temper and frame of 
mind, has not .tightly confider'd)his own wegs 
ect, neſs, the frailties and infirmities of human na- 
and I ture, the innumerable temptations to Which be 
the is hourly expos'd, and the ſtrength and preva- 
cher W lence of his own unruly luſts and paſſions. When 
ſtill a man finds his heart warm'd with a pious fer- 
re of your in the duties of prayer, meditation, or other 
religious exerciſes,” he is apt to fancy that he 
ſrall never after yield tothe enticements af à 
pain world, that he ſhall never again ſet any 
value upon riches, honeur, or preferments, that 
be will never more indulge himfelf in the g 

tications of ſenſe; but will ſtill keep ſtrict to 
his duty, and take every oceaſſon to; rene and 
maintain his intercourſe and correſpondence witch 
heaven and heavenly objects. But, alas f 10 
boner does the affairs of life oblige him to 
converſe dguln wich the world, but. he finds än 
lis heart 'a ſenſible abatement in the- fervenc 
"his zeal, à ſtrange reluctancey and backwat 


neſs 
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neſs in returning to his duty, and no ſmall di. 
feulty in regaining his former pious -diſpoſi. 
3 : 
The way then to keep the mind ſteadily fix- 
ed on God and heavenly things, is to implore 
the divine aſſiſtance to enable thee to keep thy 
© heart from wandring, thy mind from being dil. 
trated with the cares and troubles of the world, 
thy affections from being ſettled on any other 

objects but God alone; ſo wilt thou be able to 
perſevere in well-doing, and to finiſh thy courſe 
- with joy. | | 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
/- The Happineſs of them who love Ged. 


= ( Diſciple.) .- 
N having GOD, I have all things. Fw 
8” whom can I bave in beaven but thee, and what 


i there upon earth that I can defire in compariſa 
of thee? Pſal. Ixxiii. O ſweęet and comfortable 
words! But this is a ſweetneſs, which none can 
taſte, but they who love the Word of God, and 
mor the world, neither the things that be in the world, 
1 John ii. 15, My God to me is my all; I have 
no need to ask more - The men of enlightened um 
derſtandings find this enough, and they of purified 
and heavenly afſfections cannot repeat it too aſten, 
> When thou, my gracious God, art preſent, afllic 
tion and death are -pleaſant ; for in thy fayour if 
life and joy. When thon art abſent, life- ire 


No 
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f. Wis a burthen ; for thy diſpleaſure is more terrible 
i- chan death. Thou makett a merry heart, a chear- 

ful countenance ; in Thee is abundance of peace, 
.ind a continual feaſt, Thou giveſt me right no- 
re tions of all events, and rendreft the moſt afflicting 


y {Wacctdents matter of joy and praiſe to me. Without 
i. hee proſperity itſelf is unwelcome, and I loath my 
d, Nery mercies ; for nothing here below can pleaſe 

er {our palate, unleſs thy favour and wiſdom give it a 

to MWrateful reliſh. To him that feeds delightfully on 


hee, every bitter morſel is ſweet; but they who 
ant or underyalue that heavenly entertainment, 
nd the moſt delicious dainties harſh and bitter, 
They who are provident for the world.and 
be fleſh, are moſt deficient in the true and hea- 
enly wiſdom. The end of carnal wiſdom is guilt _ 
nd death; and the worldly wiſdom purſues vn- 
ty and empty pomp. But they who are truly 
iſe, conform themſelves to thy example, by 2 
ontempt of all earthly greatneſs, and a reſolute” 


nortification of their ſenſual appetites and paſſions 3 
bey diſdain the ſhadow, and lay faſt hold on 


be ſubſtance ; paſs from falſhood to truth, and 
om body to fpirit. Theſe are they who love 
nd delight in God; and find no ſatisfaction in 
e creatures, farther than as they promote the 
bnour, and are ſubſer vient to the purpoſes of 
e great Creator. The joys they yield are ſub- 

ditate and limited: N | 

47% rnb only; ' and every thing ſhould 4 


e valued in proportion as it tends to its Maker's 


ur i ernity, and the narrow tract of time; from the 


| ? original. 
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fied WW and praiſe. So vaſtly unlike, ſo infinitely dif-. 
ten ent 1s the pleaſure we enjoy from the Creator 
fie d the creature; from the boundleſs Ocean of i 
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| original ſelt-exiſtent light, and thoſe faint bean bol 
ſhot down on things here below. 4 
Shine then, O Light” eternal, in compariſ 
whereof all created lights are but aue in 
Jeſs degree. Illuminate my benighted ſoul, purg 
and difpel the clouds of error there, purify my pd 
Juted affections, cheer my ſadneſs, enliven my fy 
pid mind and all its faculties; that I may rejout 
and triumph, and bask myſelf in the bright ſu 
Mine of thy favour. O! when will that ha 
that long wiſhed for nour eng when I haet) 
be filled with thy ſuſtre, and ſatisfied with thy per) 
ſence; and my God be my all in all? For ſure I al 
till chat bleſſed time, my joys muſt be imperfedPÞ'h) 
I feel, alas! I feel and lament in my ſelf, ſomfe 
remains of the old man till... Scourged he i 
hut not entirely crucified ; wounded and bruiſeſ ele 
but not quite dead. My fleſh, in deſpight of ali) 7 
my alliduous*endeavours, continues to luſt again 
= the Spirit; and a domeſtick war diſtracts ander 
breaks the peace and good government of my mind at 
which cannot exerciſe its juſt dominion without pet ig 
tual broils and tumultuous inſurrections. But, b 
thou, who ruleſt the raging of the ſta, and fiilli foi 
the waves thereof, when they ariſe, come 7 be 
my aſſiſtance, and quiet this ſtorm. Scatter nl 
=, enemzes that delight in blood, and beat them down, lt | 
= Lord, my defence. Pſal. Ixvi. Exett thy mig IF 7 
power, and get thee honour by this conqueſt, - Fol 
thou, O LokD, my GoD, art my only hope au pe 
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helper; O ſave me, or I periſh, 
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\ & H A P. 1 . | 
No ſecurity from temptation in this. life. 


( Chrift.) 

O not imagine, my Son, that in this world 
thou canſt ever be in a conditioſ of perfect 
ay. Dangers and enemies latin wait for thee 
ery where. Violence and ſnares are perpetually 
ployed for thy ruin; and therefore 55 weapons 
[thy ſpiritual warfare muſt not be laid afide ; for 
ey are uſeful and always neceſſary, during this 
te of mortality. Cover thy ſelf then with the 
eld of wiſdom, and faith; for, if thou expoſe 
ly perſon without this defence, the fiery darts f 
ain wicked will cafily gall and afflict thee, And, 
an dexterĩty and diligence in the uſe of thy arms be 
t animated by a mind fixed intirely upon me, and 
ngorous reſolution of enduring the worſt that 
1 hefall thee for my ſake; the engagement will 
found too hot, and that crown of glory, which 
the reward of perſeverance, can never belong t _ 
et, Call up thy courage then, and exert thy ut- . 
dſt ſtrength, as occaſions of combat ſhall offer, =_ 
Ir to him that overcometh will I given that hidden 
na; Rev. ii. but miſery and deſtruction are 
e aul portion of faint-hearted and feeble, flothful ang 
© Wing ſoldiers. „„ 
It then cheſe are the conditions of thy obe-. _ 
ace and reward, conſider how abſurd it is for. = 
m who indulge their caſe here, to expect peace: 
happineſs hereafter. In one of the two. ſtares Rl 
Wring*muft be thy lot; and therefore a rigid pa? 
de, and not ſoft repoſe, is what thou hould'f/k 
3 | R r 2 2 ſtrir hl 1 Ap 
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ftrive for at preſent. For reſt and undiſturbed con- 
rent are not to be had on earth, nor can they 


be procured by the greateſt affluence of any world: 


are peculiar to the love and immediate fruition 
od alone. In obedience to his will, you ſhould 
contentedly ſuſtain labour and toll, tryals-and trou- 
bles, diſtreſs and anguiſh of heart, poverty and 
want, infirmities and diſeaſes, injuries and aftronts, 


7 good, but their dwelling is in heaven only, and 
the 
of 


ſcandal and reproach, diſparagement and diſgrace, 


puniſhment and torture. Theſe whet and brighten 
a Chriſtian's virtue, exerciſe and diſtinguiſh him 
"Theſe thorns will be woven into wreaths of glo- 
Ty; and to ſuch faithful ſervants, for their ſhort 


- hardſhips, I repay an endleſs recompence ; and for 


the ſhame, which is ſoon forgotten, I will give 
laurels that never fade, crowns always bright, and 


- honours firm and immortal, as my own. 


Theſe are the difficulties of this preſent ſtate, 
Which men are to be upon their guard agaiuſt 


from without. But alas! they muſt not expect al. 


ways to enjoy peace and ſatis faction within. No, 
even the :aints of old, whoſe purer innocence and 
eminent virtues might give them a, better title to 
this tranquillity, yet often found occaſion to com- 
plain, that rheir heart was diſquieted, their ſprrit 


E - aefolgte, and an horrible dread ouerwhelmed then. 


Pl. Iv. cxliii. Doubts and ſcruples, temptations 


and fears, and cutting perplexities of heart, are 


. 
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frequently the lot of the moſt excellent perſons. 


But in all theſe ſtreights the good man behaves him 


ſelf with meekneſs and patience, repoſing his con- 


 fidence in God, and 884 diſtruſting bimſelf, but 
d 


to comfort and affiſt him; and with the conſidera | 
tion, that the /ufirings of this, preſent time art 1 
1 | wort!) 


ivipe grace and favour, 


ſupported with the hopes o 
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worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed in them. This was the caſe of thoſe glori- 
fed Saints, whoſe lives are recorded for thy pat- 
terns. And, what pretence canſt thou have, to 
hope for that joy in _— which they ſo long 
waited for, and purchaſed at the expence of ſore 
uM pains and many tears, and great difficulties; and 
nd thought themſelves, even thus, well paid? Wait 
ts, MW then thy Maſter's leiſure, quit thyſelf manfully, 
ce, MW throw off all impatience anddiftruſt, perſevere in 
ten WW faith and good works; think not much to lay out 
im. perſon, life, all, for the ſervice and glory of God; 
10-Wand never doubt, but I will one day abundantly re- 
ort MW ward thee, and till that day comes, will ſtand by 
for W thee to ſuſtain and deliver thee in every danger and 
ine calamity. 4 


REFLEXTION. 


with A General, engag'd in war, has a very exten- 
al- ve duty; he muſt be always upon his guard, as 
No, {well in the camp, as in the field; as well againſt 
and I che ſecret ambuſcades, as the open attacks of the 
to enemy; and while in garriſon, makes prepgsation 
>m- ¶ for the enſuing campaign. The life of a Chriſtian: 
:rit proceeds much in the fame manner; he is conti- 
120, Nnaally liable to the aſſaults of very powerful and 
dangerous enemies, who attack him either with 
open violence, or imperceptible ſnares which ther 
every-where lay. to entrap him; and if they f 


:on- {double fury. He will often find himſelf vigorouſly. = i 
but Nencounter'd with unruly luſts and ungovernable pal-: =_ 
bur, ions, which will raiſe ſuch a terrible ſtorm in his. il 
era» Wioul, that, without aſſiſtance from above, he will © M8 


troubles 


. * 
28 1 = 
LI 


; : m 
E . 


him off his guard, will be ſure to ſet upon him with * = 


liver be able to bear up againſt it. Afflictions and - "nl 


— 
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troubles-of various kinds will bear down upon him 

from another quarter, and it will require his utmoſt 

skill and courage to keep himſelf from being over- 
ſet by them. The temptations and allurements of 
the world, and the baits of riches and honours, are 
inares and traps, which it will require his utmoſt 
care and vigilance to eſcape from unhurt. 
Since then this is the melancholly condition of 
every Chriſtian in this ſtate of mortality; and fince 
he mult never hope for a crown without conqueſt, 
it ſurely behoves him to be in a continual readineſs 
to receive the enemy, to be always armed for an 
engagement, to reſiſt manfully, to bear patiently, 
to perſevere reſolutely, to hope in adverſity, to be | 

- cautious in proſperity, to place his whole confl- 

dence in God; thus will he be able to triumph 

over all his enemies, even death itſelf, and en- 

Joy an everlaſting crown of glory in the world to 


Come. 


1 18 
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| CH AP." XLI. 7 8 
Hlave no Regard to the unjuſt Cenſures 
n x | | 


e Men. 


ay _  (Chrift.) 5 
Son, place thy confidence in God, eaſt all 
FJ thy care upon him, and let it be thy chief, 
thy : only concern, to approve thyſelf to him. 
When this is done, a man ſhould have but little 
regard to what the world thinks of him, nor fear 
the cenſures of others. He needs no better teftr- 
=: a ES, mony 
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mony to his piety and innocence, than his on con- 
ſcience. To be ill thought of, is ſometimes for 
thy good; it conforms thee to the image of thy 
Saviour; and if thy ſoul, like his, be meek and 
humble; if thou aim not at thy own glory, but his 
that ſent thee, the affliction will not be very grle- 
vous, nor too heavy to be born. The opinions 
of men are as many and as various as their per- 
ſons; the greateſt diligence and moſt prudent con- 
duct can never pleaſe them all. And therefore St. 
Paul himſelf, ea whom none ever laboured more 
earneſtly ta recommend his actions to the good ac- 
| ceptance of the world ; He who became all things fo 
Wi men, yet found it convenient to appeal to a 
* I higher court, and declared it 4 ſinall thing with 
ui to be judged of man's judgment.” 1 Cor. iv. He 
did his utmoſt to promote the welfare and ſalvation 


of others; but even the utmoſt he could do, was not 


> BW ſufficient to skreen bim from the unjuſt cenſures, 
and perverſe miſconſtructions of men. And there; 
fore he removed his cauſe, and referred the whole 
matter to that God who knew his integrity hd 
vindicated bimſelf from the calumnies and res 
proaches of licentious tongues, with all humility 
and invincible: patience. Somerimes be heard and 
paſſed by their ſlanders. in filence?' At other times 
be aſſerted his own innocence, and reproved che 
unreaſonable malice of his Accuſers: Not o 
much in reſpect to his o. honour, as to pres? 
vent an offence which might be taken from Bj 
ſotbearing to do ſo; and leſt the weak and igne? 
rant ſhould; make his: continued filence an argy?” 
ment of his guilt. N! 3. . iS. 30H 215 83 
But was is there ſo frightful in the coders 
dation, of. man oj And; indeed, what is man? He, 
les and Alouriſhes to dayy but to morrow the 38 
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3 8 and his place ſhall know him no more. 
Fear God then, and his judgment; for he is om- 
niſcient and everlaſting; and the more thou feareſt 
Him, the leſs thou wilt be afraid of any but him, 
Conſider well what damage can come to thee by 
injurious and reproachful treatment. Alas! they 
y ho accuſe and aſperſe thee wrongfully, are much 


the greateſt ſufferers by their own malice and in- 


juſtice. Their ſlander and detraction can have no 
influence, can make no impreſſion upon the righte- 
.ous. Judge above., None to thy prejudice, but a 
ſad and fatal one to their own. For, they can- 
not eſcape, his judgment, who hath declared, that 
they who judge ſball be. judged ; that they ſhall 
have judgment without mercy, who ſhew' to mercy; 
and that. the ſame meaſure they mete to others, he 
il meaſure. to them again. Matth. vii. 1 Pet. iv. 
| Let God then be always in thy mind, and have 
nothing to do with quarrel and contention, nor 
embroil thyſelf in troubles and differences, by 
being over - ſolicitous in thy own defence. If thou 
ſeemeſt at preſent to be oppreſsd with diſgrace 
and ill reports, which thou haſt not deſerved ; 
hear thy burthen contentedly. Stain not thy in- 
nocence by too deep reſentment; nor blemiſh the 
hrightneſs of thy. crown, by anger and impa- 
- _ tence, and eagerneſs to right thyſelf. Refſett 
W me who once endured > ſuch contradiction of 
0 


ſtinate and implacable firiners; and am now ſet 


down at the Right Hand of the throne of God. 


Heb. xii. Look up to heaven, and remember, 


there is One, Who can make thy innocence as 


clear as the light, and thy righteouſneſs ſhine 


like the ſun at noon-day. Pſal. xxxvii. One, 


Who will conſider, not only thy infamy v 


but thy manner of bearing it; and the more mee 


more 


* Y : &4% 


- , 


more injured thou haſt been, the kinder and more 
bountiful a Rewarder thou wilt certainly find me. 


R E FILE XT O N 


A good conſcience is the beſt witneſs a man 


can have of the ſincerity of his actions, and the 
uprightneſs of his life. This will be a ſufficient | 


ſupport under all the calumnies, ſlanders, and 
aſperfions with which he may be attack'd by the 


ongues of evil-minded men. Confider the frailty 


of human nature, how apt men are to reflect on 


the conduct of others; and extol their own worth, 
tho? at the expence of their neighbour's good name; 


bow ready we are to diſcern a mote in a brother's 
Te, to diſcover his faults, to detect his miſcar- 
ages, and to cenſure his errors; but how unwil- 
ing to hear or be told of our own. Conſider this, 
nd thou wilt find reaſon to mitigate thy uneaſineſs 


t any reproaches and calumnies with which thy 


harafter and good name may be falſe attack d. 


Reflect again, that were it poſſible that thou 
ouldeſt conduct thyſelf with the circumſpection 
ad innocence of an angel, and with the piety. of a 
aint, thou wilt not obtain the good word of every 
ne, por eſcape the cenſure of malice and envy. 


his was the very caſe of Chriſt himſelf, who, tho 


blolutely free from fin, whoſe nature was without 
un or blemiſh,” in whoſe mouth there was found 
0 guile: Vet how was he ſlander'd, and loaded 
ich the worſt reproaches that malice itſelf would 
rent, to blacken his ſpotleſs character, to vilify 
ls moſt innocent actions, and to ridicule and ſcan- 
lize him, at the ſame time they allow'd that he 


ke as never man ſpake, and that his works were 


ch as deſerved the higheſt encomium? If then thy; 
M 3 Lord 
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Lord and Maſter ſuffer'd ſuch things, canſt thou 
expect to fare better? If the Apoſtles, and Saints, 
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and Followers of Chriſt in all ages, have been usd 
in the ſame manner, what reaſon haſt thou to hope 


* for better treatment? Reſt ſatisfied, and be aſſured 


that God will one day vindicate thy 1nnocence, to 


| the ſhame and confuſion of all thy cenſorious, ill 


natur'd vilifiers and {landerers. 


8 * — — . — — — ͥ — , — > — — 
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CHAT. XLII. 
. * | 
' of Chriſtian muſt refign himſelf entirely to God, 
7 if he would be happy. 


(curiſ.) 


— 


19. thy life, and thou ſhalt find it. Renounce 

— thyſelf, and thou ſhalt poſſeſs Me. Place thy 
eſteem upon nothing, and thou ſhalt enjoy all 
things. For I will make thee a recompence with 
greater treaſures, and infinitely tncreafe thy ſtore, 
when thou haſt refigned intò my hands all tha 


thou haſt and art. 


© Diſciple.) How often, Lord, muft I repeat 
this gift; and what are the inſtances wherein I mull 


forſake my ſelf? 


5 hen, There is no time, my Son, but what 
is feaſonable ; and e. every accident d 
thy life, furniſhes a freſh and proper occaſion fot 
doing it. I can admit of no reſerves, but expel 

that thou ſtrip thyſelf of all, and have nothing l 
Which Fhave not a title to. For, how canff cht 
be mine, and I thine, except thou renounce © 

Ip | DP - owl 


- 
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MW generouſly and chearfully, and depend wholly up- 


| aving knowledge. Prevail with thyſelf to reſign | 
ray carneſtly, that thou may'ſt gladly follow iſ 


c\ 
own will in every thing, and no property or claim 
any longer remaining unconveyed over to me? Ihe 
ſooner thou executeſt this deed, the better it will 
be for thee; and the more full and expreſs, the 
more frank and ſincere thou art in it, the more fa- 
vourable will be my acceptance, and the more va- 
luable conſideration ſhalt thou receive. Some in- 
deed there are, who pretend to give themſelves ; 
but the conveyance is ſo clogged with proviſo's 
and limitations, that the title they make is of no 
value, They reſign themſelves to God by halves, 
and are for making their beſt of the world at the 
ſame time. Others again do this without excep- 
tions; but then in difficulties and temptations they 
repent of their bargain, and revoke the grant. 
Theſe men make no confiderable advances in vir» 
tue, nor do they taſte the ſweets of piety ; which 
conſiſt in a mind free from the world, and in the 
friendſhip. and familiar converſation. of God. But 
ſuch ſpiritual advantages cannot, in the nature of 
the thing, be imparted to any whole affections are 
not intirely agreeable, and inſeparably united to 
mine. And this requires no leſs than the abſolute 
reſignation of a man's ſelf; and the daily offering 
of his whole Mit and ſoul and body, a holy, lively. 
and reaſonable ſacrifice unto me. I have often ſaid 


it, and now once more repeat it, That he who M8 


would receive all, muſt in exchange give all. Do not 
then expect, or call in, any thing again; but give 


an me without doubts or demurs. Me thou ſhalt 
have in return, and with me perfect freedom and 


all, without intent or power of revocation 3 and 


Chriſt in all his luſlerings, and lowelt ſtate ; that 
Sat 82 MO 


' 
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thou may'ſt die to the world at preſent, and, by 10 
doing, live to me for ever. When thou haſt done 
this, all vain imaginations will be baniſh'd ; luſt 
will diſturb thee no more, nor paſſions ruffle, nor 
anxious cares perplex thee ; exceſſi ve fears will ng 
more terrify thee; inordinate defires will ſicken 
and die; ſorrow and diſquiet find no place; and 
temptations will try in vain to moleſt thee, 


REFLEXION. 


No man can ſerye God and Mammon. He 
who would devote himſelf wholly to the ſervice 
of his Maſter, . muſt, if he expects his ſervice 
ſhould find acceptance, do it without reſerve or 
exception. The ſervice of God, and the ſervice 
of fin, are abſolutely and eternally inconſiſtent; 
and whoever imagines he can indulge himſelf in 
the full ſwing of his luſts; and at the ſame time be 
7 5 zealous for the honour of God and the duties 

of religion, will, in the end, find himſelf dreadful 
Iy miſtaken. To ſay, if, in compliance with the 
precepts of religion, I ſhould give up ſuch or ſuch 
a gainful branch of trade, tho I know it is fraudu. 
lent and diſhoneſt, my family would ſuffer, and 
my affairs be ruin'd ; what will this avail me when 
it ſhall be retorted upon me, that I have {t : 
"gent value upon the things of this world, thai 
the things of God; that. I have been more anxiou 
for a little trifling ſubſiſtence here, than careful d 
the eternal concerns of my precious and immortal 

Z POE een 

This we may depend upon, that ſo long as our 
affections are placed on external objects, ſo long 
God will keep his diſtance from us, fo long will 
he withhold the comforts of his Holy -Spirit from 


4 Us, 
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us, and ſuſpend the communications of his love and 
grace to us; ſo long as we are the children of this 


world, we are the children of darkneſs, nor can 


poſſibly enjoy the light of God's countenance ſhin- 
Ing in upon our ſouls with the Kindly beams of his 
retreſhing love and fayour. ; 
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CHaAPp. XLIII. 


How to govern one's ſelf with reſpect to 6 
the affairs of the world. 


(Chriſt) 

E fure, my Son, to be very careful, that 

buſineſs and care take not up too much of 
thy time and thoughts; but whatever conſtraint 
they may lay upon thy actions, and outward at- 
tendance; yet keep thy mind always at its own diſ- 
poſal. Do buſineſs, but be not a flave to it; 
and remember, thy prerogative is, to gavern, 
and not to ſerve the things of the world. Thon 
art a Hebrew of the ſpiritual ſeed of Abrahams 
aſſert thy native liberty. But why do I call thee 
2 free-barn ſon of Abraham? Thou art a great deal 
more, tranſlated out of bondage into the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God, partaker of the inberi- 


lance of the Saints in light. Coloſſ. i. So high a © 


birth, ſuch a happy condition ſhould exalt and en- 
noble thy ſoul, and inſpire thee with reſolutions 


— * 


to trample upon the preſent, and graſp at nothing 


leſs than eternity. Caſt only now and then a 
lidainful glance upon this world, as a thing J's 
| N 8 worth 


- = - quences of acting upon thy own head without theſe 


= - $0 have been deceived by the Gibeonjtes,(;to theil 


9 
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worth a ſerious thought; but keep thy eye in. 
moveable and directly fixed upon heaven, as thy 
ſure proſpe&, thy main concern, It ill becomes 
thy quality to dwell 5 tri fles, or ſubject thyſel 
to things temporal. Theſe thou muſt make bend 
to thy pleaſure, ſubmit to and ſerve thy occaſions; 
for ſo their great Creator intended they ſhould, who 
is the Author and lover of order, and would haet / 
every work of his contain'd within its proper pol diff 
and ſtation. rate 

If at any time thou art entangled in difficulties, We 
rely not upon human prudence, nor truſt the falſe ſure 
repreſentations, with which thy ſenſes and worldly dig! 
affections, or the miſtaken judgment of others ſofff:9w 
diſpoſed, would impoſe upon thee. But remember tho 
Moſes, and go with him into the tabernacle to aum 
counſel of thy God, Exo1. xxxiti There thou the 
Malt often meet a ſuitable anſwer, have man v 
thoughts ſeaſonably ſuggeſted· to thy mind, and e. oul 
turn wiſer, both for this world and the next, than" C 
thou wert before. For this was the courſe which Ind 
Moſes always took in doubtful eaſes and important th) 
ekigencies: He made prayer his weapon and reW® © 
tage; by it he vanquiſhed many dangers, eſcaped?) 
the Malice of enemies and wicked men, detected cu 
their deviliſh deſigns, and retorted the miſchiefiſi ur 
they intended upon their own. heads, Now what thee 
this tabernacle was to him, thy cloſet and thy com 
ſeience are to thee. Neglect not then by any means lati 
to conſult this oracle, and implore the direction mul 
and aſſiſtances of divine grace: For the bad conſe: . 


precautions, are intimated to thee, by that inſtand 
of Jeſbua and the fraelites: who are expreſsly ail 


Ti 


great Prejudice ; becauſe they gave too eaſy cted 
9 | % - - 44 


n 
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@ their fair and flattering pretences, and engaged 
in a league, without firſt enquiring of the LORD. 
Toſh. ix. 


REFLEXION. 


A man that would act with freedom and in- 
liference with regard to the world, ought not to 
rate any thing above its true and intrinfick value; 
be ſhould conſider that riches are uncertain, plea- 
ſures have wings, friends are mortal, honours and 


MWiignities precarious, health and eaſe liable to ſor- 


rowful changes; every thing thou ſeeſt, every thing 
thou enjoyeſt, is in a continual fluftuation, even 
time itſelſ is ſtill haſtening to put a final period to 
the ſhort and variable ſcene of thy life. If upon 


Na view of things in this light, thou canſt lift up thy 
Joul to heaven, and place thy truſt and confidence; 
in God alone, and reſign thyſelf entirely to the care 


and diſpoſal of his providence; if thou canſt bring 
thyſelf to ſuch a happy frame and temper of mind 


sas this, none of the troubles and vexations thay 
mayeft meet with here will much affect thee, he- 
cauſe thou art enabled to look through every allllic-: 
tion, and to diſcern the fatherly Hand that corrects 
thee ; nothing ſhall diſturb the tranquillity of thy 
Ibul, becauſe thou art perſuaded that every diſpen- 
lation of providence is intended for thy good a. | 


multiplicity of eternal bleſſings will not puff there- 


* becauſe thou knoweſt every thing thou enjoys 
eſt is ſubject to the good pleaſure of the wiſe diſpo- 


er of al. things. Thus wilt thou enjo a ſerenity 


of the world; thus wilt thou act with a 


* 
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and evenneſs of ſoul amidſt all the noiſe and; buſtle. 
generous 

ſeedom in all thy dealings and tranſactions with 

Aber men ; and by a patient and reſolute perſexe?- 


. 
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\ ſenſe, to diſcern to how little purpoſe all my 
on pains and contrivances are, might free me 
- from any anxieties concerning future contingei- 


” 


3 


r 
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or oppoſition. PE, 1 4 of c 


( Diſciple.) Loxb, I moft willingly commit 


All that little I am capable of is very infignifi- 


aud they grow ſick, even of their own defires. 


For their own deſires are various and changeable, 


N 
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' Tance in well-doing, thou wilt at length attain ts Nn 


that happy ſtate of perfection, where all thy power, ¶ the 
und faculties thall be entirely at liberty to act to M1» 
the full extent of their abilities, without controul N pet 
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CA. XLIV. ing 
Be not too ſollicitous about worldly Aﬀpairs. enſr 


| | pro? 
| ( Chriſt. ) | ou 
Son, entruſt thy affaifs with me, and I ihe 
will in due time bleſs them with a pro- Nat 
per and ſucceſsful iſſue. But wait with patience the 


4 time that I have appointed, ahd do not anticipate 


the methods of my ptovidence; for I know how 
to convert every delay to th reels Io 


my concerns tò thy care and management; for 


cant. And therefore I cannot but wiſh that this 


ces, and diſpoſe me calmly to acquieſce in thy 
wiſe and good pleaſure. a | 
"( Chriſt.) Alas! my Son, eager and greedy 
men covet they know not what. An object at a 
diftance engages their defires, while they behold 
only the fair and glittering fide ; but, upon a nearet 

more diſtinct view; enjoyment convirices them, 


-- 4, * 1 
5 1 
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and ever veering obout to ſome treſh object. It is 
therefore of no ſmall moment for a man to forego 
to bis own inclinations, even in matters of no great im- 
u portance. But he who hath attained to the power 
of doing this in any caſe whatſoever, is truly free 
and great above the reach and envy of fortune, and 
s arrived at the higheſt pitch of human perfection. 
Yet even this man will find his virtues called 
to the teſt: For the old enemy of ſouls is ever fram- 
ing ſome ſtratagem to undo good men, and lies in 
ambuſh night and day, to catch an opportunity of 
enſnaring unwary ſouls. Let then his diligence 
provoke yours, and be not leſs ſollicitous to ſave 
yourſelves, than he is to deſtroy you. For this is 


the ſum of thy Lord's command, Watch and pray, 


ro- lat ye enter not into temptation, Matt. xvi. 


Mos x teaſonable was that command of Chriſt 


nit Io his Diſciples, For/ake all, and follow me; for, 
for Nit was for the ſake of them, and all the ſincere fol- 7 


lowers of him, that he forſook heaven, that he left 
he tranſcendant glories and ineffable happineſs of 
bs Father's preſence ; that he condeſcended to take 
pon him the nature of man, with all the infirmi- 
ties incident thereto, ' fin- only excepted ; that he 
Iiffer*d affronts and indignities from the hands and 
ongues of evil men; that he became the object of 


dy Ne deviFs rage, and ſubje&t to the ungrateful uſage 
a vile Traitor; that he humbled himſelf to be 


ueſtion'd and tried at the bar of ſinful men; and 
at he ſubmitted himſelf, O amazing condeſcen- 
on! to the painful, ignominious, and accurſed 
eath of the croſs Can we then think much ito 


1 


aye all for his fake? to think nothing our oi be 
when  - 
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” when he calls for it? Can we grudge him our bet 
affections? who, for our ſakes, ſuſtain'd the weight 
of his Father's wrath, and ſtood between us and 
eternal ruin? N | 
Let us not be too earneſt in the purſuit of world: 
ly advantages; Vor what ſhall a man profit if be 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul ? Whate 
quivalent can ballance the loſs of Chriſt, and the 
love of God? Let us be but vnct perſuaded that all 
things relating both to our fouls and bodies, are 
order'd and diſpoſed by the all-wiſe providence of 


our gracious Father, and we ſhall find but little res. . 

ſon to be very ſollicitous about the affairs and con N re 
cerns of this life. 1 

| | | cart 

cha 

1 — 7 

A ' | Ds hel 

pon 

.CHap. XLV. WO! 

| 2 : | 3 ; 44 . | . 'H 's | , ſeat 

wo Man has nothing. of his own fo glory in. bw 

Dien. „ 

Wo, FORD, what ts man, that thou art 'mihd/u 9 os 

bim, er the Son of Man, that thou viſiteſt hin* a 


> How can he deſerve the aſſiſtance of thy grace, 01 
the ſuccour of-cby ,favour ? What right have I, f = 
vile a wretch, eſpecially, to complain unto my God b 

i he. withdraw his preſence, and leave me to m 5 
| | ſelf? Or, if I ſupplicate and pray for comtorts Ol 
what have I toalledge in my own behalf? How c 
I take it ill, if he xegjedt my petitions? I am ve! F 
ſenſible that this is all I ought to think, or can pre © 
tend to ſay; namely, that I have nothing, anda 14 
nothing, and in my own nature tend to and pul > 

3 1 p s 5 N a rol | 
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after vanity and nothing. I acknowledge my lelt 
2 miſerable creature, faint and feeble, incapable o 
ſo much as one good deſire, till animated and 
ſtrengthened by thee. Fickle I am, and mutable, 
ſubject to infirmities innumerable, and perpetual | 
decays; but thou, my God, art the ſame, yeſterday, 
and to day, and for ever; Heb. xiii. Ever happy» | 
and juſt, and wiſe, and good, and direQting aH 
things for the beſt, after the counſel of thy divine 
will. It were well, if I was but equally diſpoſed 
to good and evil; but the corruption of my nature, 
alas! inclines me too ſtrongly to vanity and vice. 
too eaſily fall from my own ſtedfaſtneſs, and am 
carried about with every ſhifting wind of time, and 
chance, and paſſion. EPL TOTS 

And yet thus weak and unſtable as I am, thy 
ng Hand can comfort and confirm me. Thy 
powerful grace, without any human aids, can work 
wonders in me; can ſtrengthen my reſolutions, 
ſcatter my fears, and fill my ſoul with reſt ane 
ſweet content. If, when I long after greater dev 
degrees of virtue and devotion, or if I come to thee 
for ſuccour in diſtreſs, hen all other ſuccours fail 
me, (and all blit thine will moſt certainly prove 
ineffectual) if then I could but abandon all other. 
hopes, and repoſe my whole confidence m thee 
alone; Then might I entertain ſome expeftations 
of thy favour; then would I wait with joy for the 
chearful returns of grace and comfort from aboye. 
For all my fucceſſes are thy free gift, ang [myſelt =_—_ 
am a deſpicable wretch, not capable of performing Y 
any good, nor in 4 condition to merit the leaſt ß 
all thy mercie. - © A 

What therefore can I have to glory in, who, ti! 
deſpiſe and go out of myſelf, am not in the At 
qualify'd to receive aſſiſtance from thee? Or how ji 
8 | FS: 23 can 


"= 


fioelf one of the faithful, / ſeek © honour which 


\ 


as "Of the Imran  Fookll 
can I deſire the applauſe and admiration of men} 
What ! Shall I pretend to glory of my weakneſi, 
and inconſtancy, and nothing? This were a vanity 
without example, an extravagance beyond image 
nation. How fooliſh and abſurd, nay, how perni: 
cious and deſtructive a vice is ambition, which, by 
undue purſuit of honour, robs us of true honour; 
and, affecting favour with men, incurs puniſhment 
and diſpleaſure from God? for he who ſtrives to 
pleaſe himſelf, is ſure at the ſame time to offend 
thee; and loſes true ſubſtantial virtue, by coveting 
empty praiſe. For true honour and virtue confiſts 
in glory ing, not in ourſelves, but in thee, O Lord; 
in magnifying, not our own attainments or. Perfor- 
mances, but thy free grace; and in loving and de- 
- Hghting in nothing, but in that only that may ad- 
yance thy honour. ., 15 
Mot unto me, therefore, not unto me, but unto thy 
_ Name be the praiſe. Pl. xv. Let not men com. 
mend and extol my works, but thy power, which 


-Infpired, produced and perfected them: And may 
this commendation. be aſcribed ſo entirely to thy Nreſ 
Grace, that not the leaſt part of it may fall upon I fon 


my concurrence with it. Far be it from me to ar- ¶rot 
Tepate any thing to myſelf; for while I rejoice in unc 
thee, I find nothing in myſelf to glory in, hut my Not 
infirmities. In them inderd I will gladly glory; bin 
betcauſe the greater my weakneſs is, the more viſi- Wean 
ble and manifeſt is thy ſtrength, which is fo con- by 


- Jpicuouſly perfect in it. Let unbelieving Jews ef 
52 Boncur one / another ; but I, Who prgieſs my Wits 


cometh from God only. John v. For, what is all 
© the fame, the reſpect, and grandeur of this world, 
If put in the balance of heavenly and eternal glo- 
e but egregious folly, deceitful bubble, Fa 
"OP N 9 4 « ; 6 15 altos 
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12 Wl altogether lighter than vanity itſelf? Therefore let 
all honour, and praiſe, all might and majeſty be 
y aſcribed to thee, O bleſſed Trinity, my W 
g. light, my truth, my ſuccour and defence, my v 
ni» ¶ fuge and comfort, for ever and ever. Amen. 


by 
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end C HAP. XLVI © 

110 / tbe Contempt of worldly Honour. 

rd; * a 

for- ( Chr it, ) 


der E T it not trouble thee, my Son, when thou 
ſeeſt others grow great, in reputation and 
d and deſpl- 


preterment, while thou art overlook 


fed. Look up to me, and fix thy affections a 


"m- bopes in heaven, and then the neglect and con- 
uch Mtempt of men will give thee but Ilttle trouble.” 
ray (Die.) Were it not, LORD, for the blinks 
dels and corruption of nature, which makes 
fond of vanities and trifles, I ſhould have fuer 
notions of theſe things. For he, who cight'F 
underſtands himſelf, cannot but diſcetn, that it's 


not in the power of any thing without, to 9 
ry; im any prejudice ; and. conſequently, that 1 
viſl- Nein have no reaſonable ground to complain A 
on- uy providence, however it thinks fit to difÞdfe 
eus Ft ſuch matters. The conſciouſneſs of my d 


ts convinces me, I have deferved, that all the 
bich Features ſhould conſpire againſt me, and malie 
all Wir upon me. To me belongs ſhame and rot 
eld, anon; but to thee only honour and praiſe is d 
find thou haſt inſtrücted me, that to bear W 0 0 
"pt, and hatred, and cryel uſage, with homilts 
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ty and patience, is the only method of attaining 


e e L Se! OI 0 
inward. peace, and true ſatisfaction; this is the , 
virtue which muſt recommend me to thy favour; W., 
this is the beſt prediſpoſition for light and grace, . 


_ the ſureſt, ſtrongeſt band of unign with thy. Ml | 
Elks 6 } 


| W 
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CH AP. XLVII. 46 
Happineſs is not to be had in human F, jendſbip. 

=  (Chrif.) 8 
ö E that propoſes to be happy, by the affec 40 
tion or acquaintance of the beſt, the great 22 
eit man alive, will always find his mind unſett 3 
ted and perplexed. . For even the beſt and great {| 
eſt are but mortals; and the effeftual remedy a2 "7 
gant 1mmoderate concern for. their being take! 0 
away from thee, will be to court the favour off © 
an_ctcrnal and immortal friend. Now, the leſ 1 
FTonfidence any man places in any earthly com 1 
Fort, ſo much the more will he ſecure” to hi 57 
Telf the favour of God. The better he is ad * 
-quainted with his own vileneſs, and the leſs þ Bur 
iin his own eyes, the higher; he riſes in GodWWe- 
eſteem. But they, who vainly imagine that the Go 
is any thing good and meritorious in themſelve * 
ut an effectual bar to divine Grace. For, t * 
given to the humble, and the Spirit of Gt wil 


har reſidence. 5 MWould'ſt thou abandon: ſelf-conce 
and wean thy heart from all fondneſs for the ci 
114 * 14 * 8 _— CO e 4 2. 5 g 


chuſes the contrite heart for the place of his ped 
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Vill in every ſtation and circumſtance of life *% 
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tures, thou canſt not conceive what comforts, what 
overflowing joys I would infuſe into tby ſoul. | But; 
while theſe employ thy thoughts and deſires, thou +: 
art diverted from more noble objects, and by being 
too intent upon his works, loſeſt and forgetteſt the 


Almighty Maker. Learn then- to ſubdue thy own © 1 | 


will, that thou may*ſt clearly underſtand, and free-" 
ly comply with mine. For any other object, tho? 
never ſo trifling and inconſiderable in its own na- 
ture, yet, if too highly valued, and immoderatelyx 
loved, corrupts the mind, and check its aſpiring ' _ 
after the Chief, the only Good. | 


REFLEXION. 


a very valuable bleſſing, a happineſs rarely to be 


met with; and where it is, it much alleviates 'the - 


miſeries and afflictiòns that are common to humaniz 

ty: But when we conſider the numberleſs incidents © 
that daily happen to break the ſtrongeſt ties of 
friendſhip; and that tho? it ſhould be cemented h 

the moſt endearing obligations of mutual engage 
ments, yet, by the leak of either of the parties; 
all the pleaſures and advantages that they have els. 
pyed together, muſt Have an end; whereby the 
luryivor muſt ſuffer the ſevereſt pangs of ſorrow, ® 
and perhaps go mourning all his days afterwards -: 
But when a man makes religion the baſis of He 
frend{hip s when he enters into engagements with” 
God; an lemnly devotes himſelf to his Tervageh 7 
to do his pleaſure, to obey his commands, ta p 
mote hig honour, and to be wholly reſigned to 


vill find him ageeable to his promiſe, his beſt ui 
ad will enter into a covenant with him, ever, 
Ao ; = 
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te of which he will faithfully and purituall y per- 
form, nor will ever break with thee, fo long as 


thou keepeſt firm to thy promiſes and engagement 
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, A ( briſt.) ſl. 1918 20 ra 11 

O not, my Son, imagine, that the excel 

| - lence: of a man canſiſts in ſubrilty of wit, it 
| py" of expreſfion, / For the Kingdom of God 
not lie in tlegance of ' ſpeech; br finęneſs of 
an; but iminnogcnee of life and good works. Let 
mp doctr ines be thy principal ſtudy; \fot my words 
Will awaken thy | Attention; 2inbghren the under 
Banding, kindle a holy Teal, probqke true Contfi, 
Nen, and heal the wounds they make; wich chi 
al balm of: grace and ſolid comfort. Let not 
the ambition of growing wiſer and more earned bf 
end thou propoſelt to thyfelf in reaching; bit 
read, that thon maybe qualify*d to praciiſe, and 
let thy knowledge be manifeſted by Tubduing thy 
Mees and paſſions. For this is improvement indeed, 
and will turn to better account, thai che vice ſt and 
wat diſtinguiſhing skill, in all the controverſies 
and difficult points, that ever employed the tongues 
a pens of wrangling Logicians, Philoſophers, and 
> Divines. For when thou haſt run thro' the whole 


| 0 
MY | i _ 4 


— compals:of learning, yet all will turn at laſt upo" 


—— — 


„sse ſingle point; and the whole profit of thy pains 


lies in a ver rrow room. 
15 very na m 


am the only Maſter that teach men knowledge, I 
gire more perfect, more ſublime underſtanding to 


— babes, to the humble and ſincere, than all the ce- 


lebrated ſons of art were ever able todo. And 
thoſe whom I inſtruct, grow truly wiſe, are pre- 
ſently enlightned and refined, and, by an aſtoniſh- 
ng proficience in virtue, outſtrip all the admired 
ſchemes of morality. Wretched indeed are thoſe 


ain men, who with infinite toil and time, lay | 


themſelves out upon the unprofitable curioſities of 


ſelyes in their duty to me. The hour, alas! will 
otquickly come, when their Maſter Chriſt ſhall come 
rich terrible pomp, and call each man to a ſtritt 


Lt eccount, and found every conſcience to the bottom. 


Then ſhall Feruſalem be ſearched with candles; 


; Wrought to light; and no man's eloquence or ſubt® 


ty of arguing ſhall do him any ſervice, before that 


nean ſenſe, in an inſtant; and teach him at once 


but iche grounds and eternal truths, better than a cours 
ande many years ſpent in laborious ſtudy, and the 
"hy oft refined methods of ſchools and univerſities. | 1 


guet ape diſputing. Of me alone men 


one ear injuries and affronts, to truſt and hope in ms 
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If thou wilt be truely knowing, learn of me; for 


cf buman wiſdom, and take no pains to inform them- 


epb. i. then ſhall the hidden things of darkneſs he 


W-ſceing Judge. I raiſe the meek, and mag of 


bring men to right apprehenſions of things, with»: 
and put any noiſe of words, without the formality of 8 
erſies tems, or vain oftentations of caviling ophillny 2 

car t 
- andÞ*!piſe the world, to think things preſent not woſth 
deir pains and care, to love and ſeek thoſe t 
e heavenly and eternal, to decline honours, a 


lone, to wiſh for nothing but my favour, and 1 


— {ts 


N 


\ 
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Some of my Diſciples have made ſuch wonder. 
F er me, as even to {peak things 
7 ve human comprehenfion ; and grown wiſer in 
olitude and cloiſters, than any converſation of 


learned men, or volumes and libraries never fo care- 


- Py #4 T7 . Gu. Þ-fHis ws 
ul peruſed, could have made them, Hut this is 
not the caſe of every man; ſor I do. not communi. 
cate to all alike. Some I inſtruct in common mat 


( ; L R S «4 2*y # &f FAT 5 
ters, others in abſtruſe and peculiar notions. And, 


= ab the meaſure and quality: of the matter, ſo the 


oer of imparting it, is very various. To ſome 
have ſhew'd mylſelt in figures and Parable dreams 
and myſtick repreſentation ; to others 


Jave Ie 
* * + 
veal'd the moſt important ſecrets i 


9 


n the molt clear 


- Intelligible- method. Books ſpeak alike to all, 


but all are not equally uphihed to be taught by 
them. But I, inſtead 75 dead letters preſented to 
the outward ſenſes, perform my buſineſs within, | 
all the mind with truth, ſuit my ſelf to each man's 
genius and capacity, ſearch every corner of the 
heart, underſtand their moſt ſecret thoughts, inſpire 
good deſires; promote and finiſh thoſe defires by 
bringing them to action, and deal to every one the 
various gifts of my Spirit, in ſuch kinds and pro- 
portions, as I ſec moſt uſeſul and ſeaſonable. 


R EF LE XI O. 


Hou triflings and contemptible are the greatel 
reaches in human knowledge; the higheſt attain: 
ments in the arts and ſciences, andthe moſt refined 
Ipeculations in philoſophy, in compariſon with the 


knowledge of one's ſelf, and of divine and heaven: 


ly truths with which che pious ſoul is inſtructed v] 
5 6 : : ; * 2 on: 
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tain- 
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tte 


N WT" — rr nr re nn rn nm nn nn — / 
Book III. of Jas Us CHRIST. Jag 
mT ET rt om roger rmompmremdauper—_——__——— 
art pr God, and the ſacred influences of the 
loly Spirit enlightening his mind with divine wiſ⸗ 
dow, and filling his heart Wich the fear and love of 
God? The beſt and trueſt wiſdom is to be wiſe to 
thine own fal vation; and that knowledge is along 
advantagious and beneficial, hich beſt inſtructs 
thee in the vanity and emptineſs of the greateſt hu: 
man accompliſhments; which teaches thee to thin 
meanly of thyſelf; which informs thee of thy own 
ecke el and miſery, while in a, ſtate of na- 
türe; Which points ont the road to heaven an 
eternal bappigeſs; which convinces thee, of the 
impoſſibility of obtaining favour ard mercy, at the 
Hands off Almighry by any merits or orks of 
thy own; which enlarges thy mind, for the enter 
tunment of divine objects, and ſhews thee. Jeſus 
thy glorified Redeemer in all his amiable perfec- 
flon. _ This is the knowledge, this the wiſdomy 
theſe the 0 20 ens that will be of ſervice to thee 
a the Great Day, when thou ſhalt be, called to 3 
3 


's enge Its 0 IW 1 + 
ſtrict acegunt in what manner thou halt laid out an 
improyed thy talents. © 
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Have as little bufmeſs with the world 

| a polſi ble. | | 

r 9K = (C/ os 
Ontent thyſelf, my Son, with being ignorant; _ 
in many things, and chuſe to live as a m 
dead, while among the living; one, whoſe 
Moughts and affections are mortified to all the 
> þ Uus2z world; 


| 
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world; and all the world to them. Many thing 
are to be overlook'd, as if you ſaw them not; 
draw thy mind off from the diſtracting variety of 
objects, and faſten it cloſe down to the things that 
make for thy peace and ſalvation. In controverted 
points, *tis for the moſt part much better to con- 
tent one's ſelf with avoiding erroneous opinions, 
and their vicious conſequences, and leave other 
to the vanity of ſhewing their parts, (where their 
difference > Da thee does not apparently hazard 
their ſouls ) than to engage in hot diſputes, and 
ſpend thy precious hours in wrangling and fierce 
contention. And even in diſputes, be not too hot 
and pertinacious; for, if God and truth be on thy 
ſide, and thou canſt with comfort appeal to thy 
Judge above, thou wilt not be much concern'd for 
the victory, or the approbation of men. 
(Diſciple.) Alas! Lord, what a miſerable 
condition is this world in? How diſtant from this 
meek and abſtracted temper of mind? Every trifling 
Joſs is ſeriouſly lamented. A little ſordid gain en- 
Sages mens time, and labour, and thoughts. The 
ay is too ſhort for their vigorous purſuits, and 
anxious cares break their ſleep; while all their ſpi- 
ritual concerns lie neglected and forgotten. Their 
diligence and ſtudy is determin'd to matters of little 
or no importance; and the one thing neceſſary is 
neglected, as if it were not worth a ſingle thought. 
So vain is man, ſo totally immers'd in ſenſible ob- 
jects and worldly cares, and ſo contentedly does he 
periſh in vanity and vexation, unleſs he is made 
wiſer, and his mind raiſed to better and eternal 
concerns, by the effectual workings of thy grace 10 
beartrt. 2 ERR 


Ml REFLEXION. 


ut WHOEVER expects perfection in this life, 
ed will find himſelf greatly miſtaken ; it is not at- 
2n- Ml tainable on this fide: heaven. If thou haſt the 
ns, WY largeſt capacity to comprehend, and the moſt pe- 
ers ¶ netrating judgment to maſter the abitruſeſt no- 
cir N tions and ſubtilties in human ſcience, thy knows 


ard WW ledge in many things will be ſtil] incomplete. 


and If, in things ſpiritual, thou haſt, by divine aſ- 
rce ¶ ſſtance, arrived to high degrees of Gra. e and 


hot I Sanctification, yet if thou wilt but ſeriouſly exa- 


thy I mine the ſtate: of thy ſou], thou wilt find many 
thy ¶ imperfections in thy virtue, many fins not entire- 
for Wy ſubdued, thy affections for the world and things 

of ſenſe not mortified, nor brought into ſubjec- 
ible tion to the obedience of Chriſt. But then re- 


this member | thou art in a ſtate of probation anxd 


ling trial; that perfect knowledge, and immaculate 


en. ſanctity, belong only to angelick beings and gp 
The Writs! immortalized; but to thee errors and infirs- 


andi mities, ſo long as thou art confined to the body; 


ſpi- and remaineſt in a ſtate of mortality. Be ſatis- 
heit ed then in the ſtation that is allotted thee ; do 


ittleſſche duties that are required of thee; be daily 
mortifying the fleſn, and every luſt that would 
bring thee into ſubjection to the power of fin 3 
tave as little regard as poſſible to the things of 
ſenſe; let thy converſation be in heaven, where 


ce iu che mean while thou art found di 


* 


bonour to all temporal advantages. 
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chriſt, as thy Forerunner, now is, and whither, 

in his own good time he will bring thee, if in 
| igent in thx 

rocation, obedient to his laws, and preferring his 
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(pe le. 5 5 ion! 
79 RD; be thou my Bp in trouble, fo vain ij 
the bel , man. * eviii. How often have 
fail'd of e and true friendſhip, where I had 
moſt feaſon to expect. it? How often found it, 
where I hatt no grounds for ſuch expecdation 
So vam and uncertain is all truſt in man, ſo en. 
tirely does the fafety of gobd men depend upon 
these alone. Bleſſed therefore and fof Ever adored 
be that gobd Providetice, which 6rders and dil. 
poſes alltevents to thy. weak and fickle, thy igno! 
_ atid fi illy, thy” deceltful and deceivable crea 
res ED WiIIh 2 
Wo among all the ati of Wewer behaved 
Himſelf with ſo prudent caution afd exact cit. N 
cumſpection, ab nt ſomètimeès to be oyer-reached N 
by treachery and trick, and involved in diffictil 
ties and creubles; which" the ſharpeſt foreſight 
knew) riot how to diſcern or ſuſpet ! But he who 
places no confidence in human ſubrility, and trufts 
in Gd? alone, ard acts wich downright hbnelty, 
aud 4 good” conſcience," is leſs ſabjefk to ſuch'in 
eonyetiience,” t an aftful and intri; ing men: 0 6 
if he ſhould happen to” be furprized and impo- 
ſed upon - yet is Bis delete eferally mote s 
ſpeedy 2 effectual, and his ane ts in the mea 
le more ſenlible and fuß porting. For thou, 
Lord, never utterly forſakeſt cen Hs put theit 
confidence in thee; A faithful fiel Lf ſuch 


as will ſand by us in adverſity and want, vs ex- 
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the ſame, and no change of circumſtances can 
make any change in thee, or abate thy alſeQion. 
Happy is the ſoul. that is built upon the rocks 
Chrilt. ; Kane this my caſe, the fear of the ma- 
icious would, not diſtract me, nor the calumnies 
of the envious diſturb ng ; 
But who, can, foreſee. all future incanveniencies, 
ar. prevent all that he may foreſee? And, if tha 
ils we are, aware of, and provide againſt, are ſo 
grievous to, be born; Were mare ſevere will 
be thoſe wounds, whoſe ſmart and terror are dau- 


and relies upon their mighty, profeſſionꝭ of friend: 
ſhip and; eſteem, For, tho! they call, and, fancy; 
us to be angels, yet We. cannot but be conſcious 
o ourſelyes, that we are ng better than mens 
ail and wretched men. Whom therefore. thalk 
believe; ham indeed hut thee, O. Lord? Fes 


* 4 


Fou art truth itſelf, incapable, of deceivings of > 


if. being, deceived. But ag for men, they are alf 


ars, P/a. cxvi. weak and unconſtant, frail and 


reacherous 3 eſpecially in what they, ſays. ſo ex 
eeding fabulous and vain, that it is a, point of 
rudence to ſuſpend our faith, and thou haſt wiſeg 
J taught us, to be cautious of their falſe infigyan 
10ns. Thou halt. rewarned us of their treache: 

and malice, told us that a man's enemies ſhall 
e thoſe, of hig ohN Rindt ed and houſhold ; and that 


oben men ſay, Lo, Chriſt is bere, or lo, be, ig 
bey e, we ought not to believe them. Matt. xxiv, The: 
uh of theſe predictions. I have learnt: by ſad 

| | 


CAS: 


bled by ſurprize?. We often, cenſure ourſelyes for 
10g, wiſer, and have reaſon to condemn gun 
o eaſy, credulity, ; that eſpecially, which eagem 
| e to, the flatteries ang, applapſes of mem, 


77... Im | 
4 —— — — — '. 
ceding bard to be 228g 3 but thou art always 


| 
n Of the Imitation Book Ill. 
experience, and hope I ſhall grow wiſer at my qu 
own expence. | 
Be ſure, (ſays one) you keep this as a ſecret, ¶ ba 
which T tell you; and yet that very man in the n 
next company reveals what he had imparted juſt ſut 
before, under the ſeal of ſecreſy. From ſuch un- ag 
ſincere dealers as theſe, and from their treacherous No 
way, I beg that thou wouldeſt deliver me; that Hane 
may neither come within their power of betrayin tha 
and abuſing my confidence, nor 1njure any who inf it 1 
in me; make me then, Lord, a ſtrict obſerver of MP! 


truth, and religiouſly firm to my word: For what ly. 


+ Verſation, and labouripg to conform every thought. 


1 cannot help reſenting, when done to me, it neyer 
can become me to put upon any other perſon. Si. 
tence i deed, and forbearing to concern one's ſelf 
with ver) few, are the beſt ſecurities both of peace 
and a good underſtanding with the world, and of 
the inward peace of our own minds. The endex- 
vouring to approve ourſelves to the Knower and 
-* Searcher of hearts, and not ſuffering ourſelves to 
be carried about by every blaſt of idle report, or 
empty protefiion, but carefully guarding our con- 


word and action to the divine will; theſe are a good 
man's ſafety, his ſatisfaction, and his wiſdom. 
How ſure and calm a retreat does that man make 
who chuſes to preſerve thy favour, by making a 
eſcape from pomp and rs ; preferring'thy apprc 
bations before the loudeſt fame and applauſe; and 
yoluntarily abandoning thoſe painted follies, whole 
_ glittering outſides impoſe upon our lenſes ? WhoWetfo 
prefers contrite ſorrow, ſevere virtue, and folitarſſ**a! 
devotion, before the ſhowey pleaſures of the world ſelf, 
or that empty admiration, which is affected by amt 
bition and yain-glory. Praiſe is indeed the conſe Hand 
* = . | —2 quen 8 edn 
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quence and encouragement of virtue, but it is ſome- 
times ſo unſeaſonably applied, as to become its 
bane and corruption too. For the whole life of 
man is one continual temptation, and we have a 
ſubtile adverſary to deal with, who ſlips no advan- 
tage of undoing us. Our praiſes he improves to his 
own purpoſes, by puffing us up with them into pride 
and ſelt-conceit. And many ſouls have periſhed by 
that virtue's being publiſhed and celebrated, which 
if unknown and unoblerved, had grown to mighty 
perfection; and the poſſeſſors of it had been infinite- 

ly happy, by the advantage of ſecreſy and ſilence. 
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V4 [the ſhocks of calumny and reproach, but 
make me thy refuge and ſure confidence. Alas! 
what are words hut empty ſounds, that break and 
latter in the air, and make no real, no laſting im- 
preſſion ? But if not only report, but thy own con- 


ſcience alſo reproach thee; bewail thy guilt, and 


reform what hath been amiſs. But if, upon due 


examination, thou find no ground for accuſing thy- 


ſelf, encourage thyſelf in innocence, look _ this. 
wrongful judgment as a ſuffering for God's ſake, 
and bear it accordingly with patience and contents * 


Nedneſs. He expects that thou ſhou/#ſt reſſt even 


XX unto 
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TY. Son, ſtand- faſt, and be not terrified with | 
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unto blood, Heb. xii. when called to it: But hoy 
will that man be able to endure wounds and bloys, 
who is not yet a match for words and affronts? En- f. 
quire a little into the true cauſes of ſuch impatience, Il th 
and thou ſhalt find it a ſymptom of a fick and in- th 
diſpoſed ſoul. For how can it be otherwiſe ac- 
counted for, than, that thou art yet carnal, and hi 
retaineſt a greater regard for the opinion of men, 
than can be well. conſiſtent with a perſon who hath th. 
renounced the world, and profeſſes to dedicate him-W ar. 
ſelf entirely to God? Whence is reproof ſo grating ſel 
and uneaſy? Whence that ſollicitous care to invent I ch 
excuſes? Whence proceeds that forward zeal to th: 
vindicate thyſelf, 77 not from a dread and abhor-¶ be 
rence of that contempt, to which thy ſuppoſed miſ· I he 
carriages would expoſe thee? Fondneſs of honourſiſ thi 
and reputation is at the bottom, and an inordinateſ the 
deſire to recommend thyſelf to man's eſteem. Which be 
ſhews, thou art not yet ſo humble, ſo reſigned, but mi 
that a principle of vanity ſtill Jurks within; nor wil 
is the world yet dead to thee, or thou to the world. ſen 
Attend diligently to my inſtruQtions, and the Fe 
, enſures of all mankind will not be able to diſturb my 

thee.” Let them go on in their envy and malice que 
and blacken thy name aſter the moſt ſpiteful many But 
ner that hell itſelf can practiſe or invent, yet what am 
art thou the worſe? Can all this change thy per] ſoe 
ſon? Or hath thy head one hair the leſs 5 it fou 
Do but compoſe thy mind, and reſolve to deſpiſe iii 
and all is over. Theſe ſcandals vaniſh and fi 
away, like motes in the ſun, and are of no greatet 
ſignhcation than what thy reſentment makes them 
To be provoked with every ſlanderous word, al 
guts a littleneſs of ſoul, a want of due regard to! 


God but the brave generous mind, whoſe all is 1 the 
God, and who refers himſelf entirely to his judgſſ ſely 


wo? > | 
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ment, deſpiſes the terrors and diſcouragements of 
men, and lays no ſtreſs upon their notions of thipgs. 
For their notions are frequently raſh and erroneous ; 
they ſeldom do, and ſometimes cannot enter inta 
the real merits of the cauſe; but to me all hearts 
are open, and from my piercing eyes no ſecrets are 
hid. I know diſtinctly, as well in what manner, 
as with what intention, every thing is done. Both 
the perſon who receives, and he that does the wrong, 
are under my cogniſance; and even the wrong it- 
ſelf is done by my permiſſion ; that by this means 
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. I 
ſhall moſt certainly make a juſt and clear deciſion 
between the guilty and the innocent; and ſhall 
hereafter call both to account; however I may 
think fit to try them in the mean while, and keep 
thoſe things in the dark at preſent, which then ſhall 
be publiſhed before all the world. And what 
miſtakes ſoe ver may prevail now, my judgment 
will be according to equity and truth; and my 
ſentence, once pronounced, can never be reverse d. 
Few indeed are capable of diſcerning the juſtice of 

my providence, in ſuffering the innocent to be tra- 
duced, and their upright . actions miſunderſtood. 
But I do nothing without wiſe reaſons, and neither. 
am, nor can be miſtaken in my methods, how much 
ſoever ſhort-ſighted and inconſiderate men are con- 
founded about them. | 54h 

Appeal then in all theſe caſes to my determina- 
tion, and commit thy grievance fully to me, as 
not only to diſregard what other think concerning 
thee, but even in ſome meaſure to diſtruſt thy 
judgment concerning thyſelf, Conſider, that 1 
think many things proper for my ſervants,” Which 
they can by no means imagine convenient for them- 
lelves. This very perfection preſerves: a good 
P19. XX 2 


—_ 
7 
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man's 


be that judgeth me is the Lord; the Cord, who will 


even thoſe, which have eſcaped the offender's own 
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man's temper, in every accident of lite ; becauſe he Mr: 
knows, that every accident falls out thus by my /, 
direction. This buoys up his ſpirits againſt the in- I. c 
ſults and injuries of calumny and detraction; and 
keeps them from ſwelling into pride and immode- 
rate joy, when his innocence is cleared, and his vir- 
tue commended. He knows that God ſees not as 
man ſees; for man judges according to external 
and fallible appearaces, but God ſearches the reins 
and the heart, and judges righteous judgments. 
(Diſc.) O Lord, thou righteous Fudge, ſtrong 
and patient, Pi. vii. who art perfectly acquainted 
with the wickedneſs of men, be thou my ſtrong 
rock, my truſt and my defence. For even in my 
own conſcience I dare not be too confident ; ſince 
many things which to me are either not known, or 
forgotten, thou haſt: a perfect knowledge of, and 
* doſt exactly remember. I ought therefore in all 
reproofs and reproaches to ſubmit with patience, i 
even though my heart condemn me not; becauſe thou, We u 
who permitteſt theſe things, art greater than my 
heart, and knoweſt all things. John iii. Thus both Mats 
reaſon and religion convince me, I ought: to con- Wer? 
duct myſelf ; but, if at any time paſſion and frailty Kal: 
have exceeded in too nice and tender a ſenſe of 
- theſe things, I beſeech thee, pardon. what is paſt, 
and enable me to be more reſigned for the time to 
come. Thy mercy alone will avail me more than 
all my laboured excuſes; and pardon is what I ra- 
ther chuſe, than the. moſt confident teſtimony of 
my own conſcience. For, though I fbould know 
nothing by myſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified ;. tor, 


one day bring to light the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 


= obleryation. 1 Cor, iv. And, therefore, 7 57 
3 ENT Lord, 
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Lord, ſbould' /t be extreme to mark what is done a- 
iſs, no fleſp living could be juſtified in thy fights 
pl. xxx. 3. and Ph. exliii. 2. 


RE FL EXIO N. 


How peculiarly happy is every fincere Chriſ- 
jan in this re ſpect, namely, that however he may 
e judged and cenſured by envious, malicious, or 
alllble men, he has the great privilege of making 
is appeal to the ſovereign Judge of the whole 
orld, who ſearches the hearts and tries the ruins 
f the children of men, who knows, and, in his 
wn good time, will vindicate thy innocence from 
ll the calumnies and aſperſions with which thy ill- 
atur'd enemies may vility thy character, to their 


hat occaſion haſt thou then to perplex and fati- 
we thyſelf with the lies and reproaches that may 
e unjuſtly charged upon thee? They cannot hurt 


ater, thy pious deeds are all recorded and remem- 


nalice can ever come to make a blot, from which 
othing ſhall be able to eraſe thy name, where no- 
ing ſhall put a falſe gloſs upon thy beſt actions, 
$ now, ſad experience may teach thee, is done. 


o unto thee, ſo long as thou haſt the happineſs to 
leaſe God, which thou mayeſt do by confiding in 
im as thy great and only friend, by conforming 


By life to his will, by regulating thy actions ac-- 


brding to the rules of his word, and by keeping 
y conſcience void of offence towards both God 
Id man. 


% 


ter confuſion and thy own eternal triumph? 


er d by God in that book where neither envy nor 


ou need*ſt not be afraid of man, or what he can 


& Thy good name, thy fair and honeſt cha- 


A " 

. ©. 4 
_ 
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CHAP. LII. ; tha 
Nothing too grievous to ſufler for eternal life, Ihe 


(cri) 
| 'Y Son, let not thy labours or ſufferings fo 
me, and thy duty, or any other fort 0 
Hardſhip or tribulation in this world, ſo far abats 
thy courage, but that my promiſe may ſtill be 
a ſure anchor-hold of hope; and this conſidera 
tion ever miniſter comfort, that I am able to re 
compence thee not only beyond what thou can 
-reaſonably expect, but even impoſſible for thee t 
with or imagine. Thy labours will not be of lon 
continuance, nor will thy pain and trouble al 
ways afflict thee. Wait but a little longer, an 
Jock forward, and ſee how glorious a proſpet 
opens to thy view: How ſwiftly the end 5 ll | 
thy ſufferings haſtens ; and how ſuddenly ſorro 
and tumult vaniſh away. Even time itſelf is nd 
of everlaſting continuance ; and that which is c 
cumſcribed within ſo very narrow a ſpace as thi 

ſhort ſpan of life, cannot in any fair computatio 
be counted long or great. Go on then in th 
duty with vigour and undaunted reſolution ; kee 
_ cloſe to thy work in my vineyard, and fill thy 
ſtation I have appointed thee to; thy wages al 
certain and valuable, for I myſelf will be thy a 

_ eceding great reward. Gen. xvii 

Perſiſt in writing, in reading, in finging, 
ditation, in devout prayer, in fortitude and patience 
For the things prepar'd for them that love G0 
are richly worth theſe and greater conflicts; for 4 
"hou muſt do, all thou canſt ſuffer, are in no deg!! 
| a | af 


: 
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yorthy to be compared with them. The day is 
haſtening on, and fix'd in my unalterable decree, 
that ſhall be adorn'd with the triumphs of joy and 
peace 3 that mighty revolution is at hand, when 
theſe alternate ſucceſſions of day and night ſhall 
ceaſe ; and everlaſting uninterrupted light ſhall 
ſhine for ever. There {ſhall be bes inp 
isfaftions uninterrupted, unconceivable, reſt eter- 
nal, and out of the reach of any future danger. 
There ſhall then be no place left for that melan- 


Wooly wiſh, O that thou would't deliver me from the 
Id this death ! Rom. vii. no occaſion for this 


complaint, Foe is me, that I am conftrained to dwell 
ith Meſhech, and to have my habitation in this bar- 
ren wilderneſs. Pſal. cxx. For even the laſt enemy 
hall be ſubdued, and death itſelf deſtroyed. 1 Cor. 
xv, Sal vation then and life ſhall reign for ever; 


orrow. and anguiſh, ſighs and tears ſhall vaniſh a- 


Way; 4- crown of rejoycing put upon every head, 


ind thou ſhalt be ever happy in the ſweet ſociety of 
Saints and Angels, the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
, and the aſſembly of the firſt-born. Heb. xii. 

Oh! could*tt thou now but ſee the heavens open, 


Id with the ken of mortal eye take a view of the 


bright and everlaſting crowns of my choſen ; were 
by heart large enough to admit a juſt conception 
if their trophies and glories, Whom once the world 
leſpiſed, and thought unworthy to live upon the 
arth ; thou then would'ſt gladly embrace their ſuf- 


rings and reproaches, give up all thy vain deſires 


It worldly greatneſs, and diſdain the periſhing 


Wleaſures of the preſent life. Humility and patiebee. 
Would chen appear in all their native beauties; and 
en affliction and ignominy diſcover ſuch charms, 
6 muſt attract thy love, and make thee eſteem th 
roa ches of Chriſt greater treaſures and gain = | 

| Roe 


ite, ſa- 


\ 
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1 all the majeſty and honour, and molt renowned re 


ation, that a mortal ſtate is capable of. 
Attend ſerioutly then to theſe important truths, 


For they, if conſidered and believed in good earneſt; 


will ſtop thy mouth, and effectually ſilence all thy 
complaints. For ſure the ſufferings of a ſhort mo- 
ment cannot be judged too dear a price for eterm 


happineſs in exchange. Surely the kingdom of 


God is no inſignificant concern; and when. the 1c 

ing or attaining this lies before thee, nothing can 
be too much to prevent that loſs; nothing a hard 
bargain that brings a return of ſuch an infinite ad 
vantage. Grovel then upon the errth no longer 
but ſtand erect, and lift thy eyes and heart to hea 
ven. See there the bleſſed effects, the wonderful 
ſucceſs of all thoſe ſharp conflicts, which my Saint! 
while in the body, underwent; the end of all the 
trials and adyerfities, their painful ſervices and pi 
ous labours. Theſe mortify'd afflicted men once 
reputed the #/th of the world, and the of-/couring 1 
all things, 1 Cor. iv. the common butt of inſolence 
and malice, are now in perfect joy; their ſorrow! 
{wallowed up in ineffable bliſs and comfort ; theit 
dangers. changed into ſecure peace ; their labou 

into eaſe and ſweet repoſe; their perſecutions and 
unjuſt accuſations before the bar of men into throne 
of glory, where they {it and judge the world, anc 

live, and rejoice, and reign with me for ever. 


REFLEXION 


IF a man would ſet himſelf. to weigh, as in! 
ballance, the two different ſtates of Time and! 
ternity, earth and heaven, and compare mortalit) 
izfirmity, and affliction, with immortality, pM 
fection, and happineſs, and fet the ſolid * 
% 7 g i f ' 14 
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te che uninterrupted joys, the everlaſting happineſs in 
oppoſition to the frailties, the miſeries, the temp- 
tations, and the continual warfare that every Chriſ- 
tan muſt maintain with the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, muſt ſurely be infatuated to prefer ſuch 
WM: wretched condition, ſo miſerable a fituation be- 
fore the heavenly glories, the celeſtial manſions 
that are reſerved for them that love and fear God. 
What were the Saints, who now ſhine in glory, 
who are now cloathed with the white robes of 
WI Chriſt's righteouſneſs, who are now ſinging ſongs 
of triumph to the Lamb who fits on the throne, for 
the victory he has enabled them to obtain over all 
their ſpiritual adverſaries; what were they once 
ertuWbut poor afflicted creatures, oppreſſed, diſtreſſed, 
aintFdeſticute, tormented, deſpiſed, vilitied, reproached, 
Wot whom the world was not worthy ? Art thou 
better than they? Haſt thou any better. plea to 
be exempted from the pains and ſufferings of this 
life than they had? Doſt thou excel them in any 
rirtues and graces, which made them the admi- 
rowFration of mankind while they lived, and, at their 
theiſ death, gave them a ready and a joyful admiſſion 
boun into the eternal manſions of bliſs and happineſs? 
san Do thou tread in the ſame path that they trod, and 
17 journey ſhall have the ſame happy and joy- 


end. 
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Cnae. LIL 


= Off Eternity, and Shortneſs of this pre- 
| £ ſent Life. 


( Diſciple.) | 

1 Bleſſed Manſions of the heavenly City! 0 

| bright and glorious day of eternal light and 

bliſs ! A day that never declines ; a ſun that never 

ſets, nor is darkened by any ſucceeding night ; but 

a ſtate always chearful, everlaſtingly fixed, and 
ſecured from change and. ſorrow, from danger ard 
decay. How do [ long and thirſt after that hap- 
= py hour, when this bleſſed morning ſhall dawn Jie 
> and ſhed its beams, and with a wondrous luſtre © 


diſpel all the darkneſs and miſeries of mortality e 

It does, indeed, already ſhine in the hearts aud 50 
hopes of thoſe good men, whoſe converſation i by 
een now in beaven : But even theirs is but ** | 
= diſtant proſpect, and ſuch as, while they ſojour ri 
© Here, preſents things only in a glaſs. The Citi * 
Zens and inhabitants of thoſe bleſſed Regions vie but 
it with their naked eye; thy feel and enjoy it * q 

* fſweetneſs, and are all enlightned with its rays N 
While the diſtreſſed ſons of Eve ſuffer and gros p 


=. under their exile, and cannot but lament the bit 10 
| terneſs of this imperfect gloomy day, which me ng 
on earth call evil. A day but ſhort, and, whic 
is worſe, diſmal and uncomfortable. For, wht 
can; truely deſcribe the pains, the perplexities 0 
body and ſoul, which are the neceſſary, the inſepa 
+ Fable incumbrances of man's preſent condition? Ine, 
= condition, wherein he is polluted with 1o a able 
| | 8 | 5 
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fins, entangled in ſo many difficulties, ſurrounded 
with ſo many misfortunes, oppreſs d with ſo many 
fears, diſtracted with ſo many cares, diſturbed and 
diverted from his chief concern by ſo many im- 


rtinences, deluded with ſo many vanities, con- 


founded with ſo many errors, waſted and worn out 
with ſo much toil 1 trouble; aſſaulted by temp- 
| tations, diſabled by pleaſures, and tortured with 
great variety of neceſſities and want? 29 
O! when will there be a period put to this ſo 
eil complicated miſery? When may I hope to be en- 
bu larged and relealed from this bondage of fin? 
When ſhall my thoughts and deſires center, and be 
for ever fixed, in thee, my God, alone? When _ 
may I hope that my joy in thee will be complete, 
aun vithout any allay of bodily ſuffering, without any 
Aue ittraction of mind? When ſhall T reſt in firm un- 
„„ troubled peace? Peace from accidents and tempta- 
tions without, peace from guilt and miſguiding 
* from the ſolicitations of luſt, and the violence 
„ MWpalſion within? When ſhall I behold my Jeſus face 
ourll v face, and contemplate the beauties of his kings 
Cir dom and glorious Godhead ; When will my deareſt 
. Woaviour be my'all in all, and receive me to thoſe 
bis ful manſions prepared for them that love him, 
J and chat are loved by him, before the foundation of 
„de world? | | Arc 
bit Behold! I am here deſolate and poor, a ſtranger 
and alone in an enemy's country; where wars rage 
hic and never ceaſe, and terrible diſtreſſes come faſt and 
trong upon me every day and hour. Be thou m. 
comfort in this exiled and forlorn condition. : 
ſrage my pain, and incline thy favour to thy fer- 


ile to do this; for, what the unthinking world 
7 - YL 2 — 


} 


Yant, whoſe parched and languiſhing ſoul gafpeth 
mo thee'as u thirſly land. Pi. exliii. Thou alone at 


| 


'\ 
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calls comforts, are but ſo many new additions to 
my burden. I, moſt earneſtly long to enjoy, but 
cannot yet attain my wiſh. f ain would I] embrace 
and cling to heavenly things, but am held and 


faſtened down to earth, by yanities below, and un- 


mortify d affections, my mind labours to get above 
theſe; but even when the ſpirit is willing I find 
the fleſh: extreamly weak, and my ſenſual gets the 
better of my heayenly inclinations. 1 fin. 

Thus am I, wretched man, involved in a conti. 


nual war, and live in contradiction to my ſelf; 


thus am I my own hindrance and torment, mo- 


ing different ways, and purſuing different ends and 


proſpects, at one and the ſame time. How great 


s my concern and trouble, when I ſet my mind to 


meditate and pray, and, in the midſt of this exer- 
giſe, am interrupted by a multitude of ny and 
carpal imaginations crowding in upon me? (ra not 


ar from me, O my God, neither caſt away thy ſer- 
——— diſpleaſure. Scatter theſe black and gloo- 


my clouds, which intercept my, viſion of thee, by 


ED, 


the brightneſs of thy lightning; thunder upon them 
from heaven, caſt out thine arrows and di ſcompt 
chem. Re-unite my broken and ſcattered thoughts, 


help me to forget the things of this world, to reject 


and deſpiſe, and effectually drive away all finful 
imaginations. Aſſiſt me, thou ſubſtantial Truth, 


and fix me on a ſure foundation, that no blaſt 


RE 


of vanity may ſhake and unſettle my heart. Dit- 
faſe thy heavenly ſweetneſs through my ſoul, and 


drive. away all: nauſeous, unſavoury, and impure 


affections ;. for theſe cannot ſtand before thee. 


= + Particularly, gracious Lord, I implore thy com- 


- paſſion upon my infirmities ; and*mercifully im- 


- 


pute not to me my many wandring thoughts in 
prayer. For there, I muſt with grief confeſs, 11 


dil 


I 
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to diſtractions are great and frequent; and I am often 
ut Wl leaſt of all in that place, where I ſtand or kneel ; 
ce Thus, while my body is before thy footſtool, my 
nd mind is hurried away I know. not whither. And 
in- chis is a very melancholy reflection, ſuch as gives 
ve Wl me occaſion to ſuſpect, and deeply bewail myſelf ; 
nd Ml fince where my thoughts are, there properly and 
the really am I; and where my thoughts ſettle and de- 
light to dwell, there, no doubt, is the object of my 
ti- N affection and concern; and that, which either na- 
If; N tural diſpoſition or long cuſtom renders moſt agreea; 
no- Ml ble, that to be ſure, is moſt familiar, and comes 
and MW continually uppermoſt. All this I collect from that 
cat I obſervation, which thou, Eternal Truth, haſt left 
tous, that where our treaſure is, there will our heart 
ter- be 4% . Matt. vi. r 
and This then is the rule by which I try and know 
not MW the - bent of my heart; if I love heaven, the 
ſer- thoughts of it will be frequent and delightful to 
loo-M me. But if I love the world, the effect of this 
by will be, that I ſhall feel exceſs of joy in ſucceſs- 
dem ful events, and be as immoderate in my grief for 
mßt {thoſe that are otherwiſe. If I love the fleſh, wanton 
hts, Wand carnal imaginations will often return upon me, 
and be entertained with ſatisfaction; but il 1 love 
the ſpirit, I ſhall find in ſpiritual objects a grate- 
ful reliſh, and have in them a: delightful: repaſts. 
For this my own ſenſes and experience aſſure me; 
that what I love moſt, I am beſt pleaſed to be 
entertained with, moſt earneſt to hear, and for- 
vardeſt to talk of, moſt careful to remember, 
and gg preſerve deep and laſting impreſſions of 
upok 
im · Nattain to it ſo fully as I wiſh and ſtrive, et 
an plainly perceive, and do truly value and ad- 
tire the happineſs. of them, who can forſake ail. 


and 


* 
3 


my mind. And therefore though I cannat # 
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and Trick to thee alone; that commit a holy Vio- 
lence; upon their natural inclinations, crucify the 
fleſh; and with a pure unfeigned zeal, and a us 
confeierice, can offer 7 1 5 — prayers, a ſpi- 
ritual and unblemiſh'd facrifice ; where all with 
put are not fuffer'd to enter, and all within is 
compoſed. Theſe men, fo firmly intent upon 
_ thee and thy ſervice, are fit to praiſe thee with 
1595 5 els, whoſe refined excellencies they fo 
ſpire after, and to whoſe bleſſed ſocie. 

5" one day exalt and admit them. 


ba mo" 2 


TM — cee. XLIV. 

„ 

Of ae defire of ternal Life, * the rewards 
= SY them- whe contend val _— 


„ (Cbriſ.) 

0 Y Bon, er thou feeleſt MY Foul inflam 
Led with an earneſt deſire of eternal hap 
ne „and chinkeſt long to be ſet at liber 
From this priſon of the body; that thou may“ 
be bleſſed with a nearer and more diſtin pro. 

pott, a perfect, full and uninterrupted Kais 
of my brightneſs and majeſty; ſet open all the 
avenues: of thy ſoul, and greedily receive the he 
X-- inſpiration. Expreſs thy humbleſt thanks te 
and be duly ſenſible of his goodneſs, wht 
th 2 be bountifull —— with thee, "viſits thee wit 
his merey, ſupports anc;fſtrengthens thee with b. 
. grace,” and raiſes thoſe Affections up to heave" 
lich have a fatal. innate — to in Wer 
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ay foul In carth, and fleſh, and ſenſe. For, then 
nayeſt aſſure thyſelf, no reaſonings or endeavours 
Hof thy own have power to effect fo good a work, 


or to create thoſe ſpiritual Inclinations; the eur 
of God is in them, and they are owing to no leſs 
noble a cauſe, than the free and bountiful giſt 
 W of divine grace and fayour : The deſign of which 


ons to advance and exalt thy-virtues ; to render thee 
nn humble and modeſt, with reflections upon the 
lo ſtrength of another made perfect in thy weakneſs; 


to fit thee for future trials, and ſeverer conflicts; 
to engage thy affections, and encourage thy perſe- 
verance, in the faithful ſervice of ſo gracious, ſo 
— © bountiful a Maſter. 3 5 
5 Nor let thy ſpirits be eaſt down, my ſon, if this 
be not done with all that zeal and perfect reſignation 
of a heart entirely undivided, which thou'could'{t 
1; Nich. For, as in common fire there will always 
be ſome ſmoke; ſo in thoſe holy flames many men 
are ſincerely deſirous of heavenly things, Who yet 
cannot abſolutely diveſt themſelves of carnal affec- 
tions, nor be fron from all temptations. . And 
Jam therefore quite other views will often inter- 
kay poſe, as well as that of promoting God's glory on- 
ly, by thoſe good actions, for which the ailiſtances 
ot his grace are ſought, and earneſtly ; imploxed, 


tion, 


e ho ondemned at the laſt Day, which was,attempted 
vith a mixture of ſome deſire to promote thy 
advantage. Only beware that this deſire prevail 
ſo far, as to incline thee to prefer hat m 
Fontribute to thy profit or . before: thoſe 
dings which will procure: my favour and accept 
Ince, and be for mine and religion's hangur: - 


For 


* 
— 


with 


| this thy own-expertence- convinces. thee hy va- = 
nous inſtances, in which thou ſeeſt no reaſon'to 
1 the ſuſpect thy own integrity. Nor will all that be 
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action, and trial, and not of reſt and joy, and 


and uſe them to their deſigned purpoſes; that by 


Tpirit introduced, many things done which are ve!) 


thou ſhalt often obſerve crown'd with ſucceſs, v " Wha 


| . 
* 


ie 
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_ Boch III. 
a wiſe and conſiderate Chriſtian, my will is al 
ways preferr'd above his own defires, or any the 
molt tempting object; and if ic reign not in his 
Heart alone, yet it always ſets ſupreme, and over- 
rules the reſt. know a/l thy deſires, and thy 
groanings are not hid from me, Pf. xxxviii. Thou 
would'ſt this inſtant be admitted into the glori. 
ous liberty of the ſons of God; the happy and 
eternal manſions of thy heavenly ' Father's houſe 
are thy lodgings and delight; and as the hart 
Panteth after the water-ſprings, ſo doth thy ſou» 
pant and thirſt after me. Pf. xiii. But as yet thou 
art not ripe for theſe joys, ; that welcome hour is ar 
not come; for this life is the time of warfare, and 


triumph; and thou muſt content thyſelf to wait 
patiently, till the Kingdom of God ſhall come ini 
perfection. | 
The condition of mortals upon earth, is a ſtate 
of exerciſe and diſcipline ; the joys they feel are 
comforts and ſupports, not full and perfect happi. 


neſs; they are given not to ſatisfy, but only to ſuſ eri 


tain them. And therefore accept them as they are, 


them thy conftancy and patience may be preſerv' 
from ſinking under the weight of any difficulties 
which either the doing or ſuffering things, tc 
which frail and corrupt nature is averſe, may 4 
any time expoſe thee. For the change of a man! 
ſelf is a very laborious undertaking, and yet thi 
muſt be done. The fleſh with its affections anc 
luſts muſt be crucified, a new heart and a ſe 


"oppoſite to a man's inclinations, many omitted ar 


let alone, to which he is ſtrongly diſpoſed. Otherpre,. 
N 
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Il, 


al- Why own no leſs painful endeavours are deteated 
the Wd diſappointed ; others deem'd as oracles, when 
his better and wiſer advice is diſregarded and de- 
er- Mhiſed ! others will ſuffer long, and at laſt obtain 
heir defire ; thou, perhaps, tho? equally patients 
101 equally fervent and zealous in thy application, art 
ori. Wiſmiſs'd with a repulſe; others be great in fame or 
and general eſteem, while thy more deſerving virtues 


ule 
art 
ſoul 
hou 
r 1s 
and 
and 
wait 
e in 


xe entirely diſregarded ; others careſſed, preferr'd, 
ruſted in matters of conſequence, and looked upon 
g uſeful and neceſſary, while thou art reputed a 
iſeleſs and inſignificant perſon. ' Theſe miſtaken. or 
artial judgments of men, will grate hard upon hu- 
man nature; but even theſe will turn to good ac- 
wunt, if born with meekneſs, with modeſty, and 

lence. For theſe are the very methods by Which 
dod puts the fidelity of his ſervants. to the trial; 
is thus that he diſcovers whether they have gain- 
Late Med a victory over nature and themſelves. And no 
_ areWhort of mortification is attended with happier effects 
PP! Whan that which expoſes men to the fight and ſuf- 
ſul kring of things, to which their own minds are moſt. 
are-Weluctant. Eſpecially, when what they muſt ne- 
l b) elarily think is moſt unfit, moſt abſurd and odd, 

rv 
ties 
5 
y Al 


nan! 


nd ſubmit to a higher power, without any relerye 
the private judgment of their own reaſon in the 
ale. This indeed is very difficult, and a perfection 
if ſubmiſſion not eaſy to be compaſs d; but, did 
en rightly conſider, how vaſt the advantages of a 

emper ſo refigned are at preſent, how glorious the 2 


neige ward of it hereafter, and how quickly che trous 
ver es it expoſes them to will end in that reward; the 
5 omforts of ſuch diſcipline would be ſenſible and 


eat, and they would even find plęaſure in their 
lictions and temptations, when they are ſultaingd 


N NMB. XVI. 2 2 wit 


. 


whe 
ch 


onftrains them to act contrary, to their own ſenſe, 


n 
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with ſo pure, ſo bright a proſpect, of the mighty, 
the approaching recompence. 

For this ſhort, empty pleaſure, which for my 
fake thou now chuſeſt to decline, ſhall be 
compenſated with ſolid and everlaſting joy in 
heaven : And there thy largeſt wiſhes ſhall be gra 
tified ; there thou wilt find plenty of every thing 
that is good; fruition perfect and ene free from 
the leaſt allay of fear, or poſſibility of future loſ 


Jes. Between thy will and mine there ſhall then be. 
Aa perfect harmony; no oppoſition there, no obW'® 
ſtruction ; but every thing ſhall conſpire to fulſii 
all thy heart's defire, and render thy happineſs bre 

| 1 as a finite nature is capable of. I 
preſent ignominy, if born with patience, hal by 
there be paid with brighter glory; thy moum lhe 
Ing weeds exchanged for roſes of light and joy MP 
and he who ſets here in the loweſt lace, tha 9 
there be ſeated on an eternal throne. Think it no 
therefore too grievous a task, to humble and ſub." 
mit thyſelf to the capricious humours of men a 
with whom thou art converſant in this world; bu t 
rather to. compoſe thy mind, and order all th m 
actions, as chearfully and meekly to comply wit + 
the commands of thy ſuperiors, the deſires of th 
equals, the requeſts of thy inferiors, to do for al te 
what lawfully thou mayeſt, and to ſuffer patient] rec 
whatever they ſhall, but ought not, to do to thee * 
Let vain men purſue vanity, leave them to theiſſ ne 
down methods. Let them place their glory and hap But 
pineſs in ſuch objects, as their own miſtaken judg - 
ments ſhall direct them to. Let them admire, ane * 
Above all things covet a celebrated name, and po ho 


Pular applauſe : But do thou place thy excellence 


. and honour in the contempt of thyſelf, thy dill bo 
gence tn complying with my commands, thy zeug f 
| 8 5 
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in ſeeking and adyancing my honour and kingdom 
ind let this be firſt and chief in my deſires, that 
whether thou live, thou may'ſt live unto the Lord; or 
whether thou die, thou mayeſt die unto the Lord; ſo 
tat whether by life or death, the Lord Feſus may, be 
nagnified in thy body. Rom. xiv. Pl. i. 20. 


R EF LEX IO 


How different is the fate of ſincere Believers, 
om that of worldly unregenerate men? The firſt 
xe almoſt continually agitated with troubles, op- 
preſs d, tyrannized over, and inſulted by the great 
wicked men of the world, ſcandalized and abuſed 
by ill tongues, mal-treated and toſs'd about upon 
the earth, as if they were not worthy of a place 
upon it; they live without honour, die in obſcuri- 
th and their names, and even their memories are 
oon forgotten and loſt in oblivion : Whereas mo- 
numents are raiſed to perpetuate the names of thoſe 
that have been greatly wicked, who have plunder'd 
nations, and laid half the world deſolate, whoſe A 
ambition for honours has been boundleſs, their ava- 
ice inſatiable, their luſt after ſenſual pleaſures un- 


WI atisfied ; theſe are the men whoſe very vices are 


eſteem'd as virtues, their follies and extravagancies 


rckon'd wit and agreeable humour, their knavery 


and cunning accounted conſummate wiſdom, and 
their voluptuouſneſs elegance and a polite taſte. 
But ſhould we draw the. veil, and take an awful 
view of the different manſions, prepared for theſe 
different ſorts of men in the other world, how 
ſtrangely would the ſcene be changed! There we - 
lhould behold Dives, who once wallow'd in all 
kinds of voluptuous delights, envying the infinitely 3 
lappier condition of the beggar Lazarus; there 
'K 2 11 the 


i ry 


Y 


„5. 


the C æſars and Alenanders, at whofe nod the 

world once trembled, would give all their glorie 
aànd conqueſts to change condition with the meane 
Daint in heaven. Such conſiderations are ſurely 

ſufficient to ſupport us under all our labours and 
toils, our afflictions and troubles, pains and for 
rows, vexations and diſappointments, ſince the af 
flictions of this life bear no proportion to that 
reward which the faithful perſevering Chriſtia 
Mall meet with at the great day of retribution. 
rene e. 


** 
* * 


— * 


22 — 


— VISZ T. N 8 . 7 . 
ee. ; vE : 


? = 
$74 . 7 
ern . < 1 j i — 

5 CRHAF. LV. 
ogg 1 IAT. L 
n 
* at: 

. 


1 1116 N30” 913 'd.. { „E. [i 2.0 41141. 
Aitolt An Af? of, Humiloation, in Time of 


— * 


1 1196) Advenſty. 


1 17 9 
"os * 9 EC 4 
CALLE , . E * L 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Holy Father, fo 
that wiſdom and goodneſs, which performs 
Al thy will; for what thy will decrees; cannot be 
ot 2erwile than good and wiſe. Give me grace 
beſeech thee, to rejoice, not in my ſelf, or any 
other, but in thee alone; for thou art my only 
hope and crown, my joy. and glory. All I han 
I. received at thy bountiful Hand ; bountiful to : 
woſt worthleſs creature, Who neither could pro 
=<nre, nor merit the leaſt of all thy mercies: And 
ton, by giving and compleating all, haſt not loſt 
ay property and right in all, which by thy means 
I enjoy or do. For what am J, alas I bur a poor 
© helpleſs wretch? acquainted with miſery from my 
Very cradle, and waſted with trouble and vexs: 
0 3 — £100 
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tion 3- my face is furrowed with tears, and my 


heart perplexed and broken with doubts, and ſor- 
tows, od vehement paſſions. I pray, and moſt 
arneſtly long for the bleſſing of peace, that peace 
and inward coſolation, which thy children feed 
and feaſt upon. If thou wilt pleaſe to fill my 
ſoul with this, it will overflow with joy and praiſey 
and continually breathe out holy hymns to the 


honour of thy Name. But if thou ſhouldeſt hide 


thy face, as ſometimes thou ſeeſt fit to do. I 
find myſelf unable to run in the way of thy com- 
mandments ; and, proſtrating myſelf in the anguith 
of my ſoul, I beat my breaſt, and wring my hands, 
for the loſs of that light and comfort, that ſtrength 


and protection, which I experienced, while under 


the ſhadow of thy wings, and defended from the 
aſſaults of ſorrow and adverſity. A am 


' Righteous Father, (then ſay I) the time is come 
when thou art pleaſed to try me, but even now; 


and at all other times, praiſed be thy Name. Dear- 
eſt Father, it is very meet, chat now thou call'ſt 
me to it, I ſhould ſuffer in obedience to thy will. 


important hour, which thou from all eternity haſt 


WM Moſt honoured Father, this is the hour, even chat 


ordained, to be the ſeaſon of my outward afflic- 


tion and inward diſcomfort as the inſtrument of 


endleſs life and joy to me: But tho' this heavi- 


neſs may endure for a night, yet light and glory 
Will return in the morning. This, Holy Father 


s thy own appointment, and what is thy wilt” 
ſhall always be accompliſhed. For even this ſuf- 


ering in the preſent life is a mark of thy favour - 


and friend (hip ; the returns, the inſtruments, che 


manner, the continuance of my affliftions, are a 
of thy permitcing; for rothing is or can be done 


Without thy Providence and direction, without 


_— 


ſome 
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ſome wiſe and excellent deſign. Even I myſelf 
am ſenſible, how good it is for me to bave been 
affiifted,” that I might learn thy flatutes, Pf. cxix, 
and utterly diſcard all pride and carnal confiden- 
ces. By the ſhame — ſelf-reproach I laboured 
under, I have been taught to expect relief from 
God, and not from man. And all my afflictions 
put me upon contemplating the unſearchable depths 
of thy providence, which, with a wonderful mix. 
ture of juſtice and equity, layeth theſe burdeng 
upon good and bad, without any nice or diſtin- 
guiſhing marks of loye or god, in this preſent 
World. 1 | | | 
I will therefore render the moſt unfeigned thankſ. 
giving to my God, for his marvellous kindnels in 
not . ſparing the rod, when it was convenient for 
me: I acknowledge his mercy, even in the pains 
and croſſes, and ſorrows I have endured, whether 
of mind, or body, or eſtate; and yet much more, 
for thoſe refreſhments and remedies, which thou 
alone haſt graciouſly afforded me. For, vain is 
all the help of man; but thou art the true, the 
powerful Phyſician of ſouls, thou  wounde/# and 
* bealeſt ; thou bringeſt down to the gates of hell, and 
raiſeſs up again. Deut. xxxii. Thy chaſtiſement 
ſhall teach me wiſdom; thou ſhalt beat me with 
the rod, and I ſhall not die. Behold me, Lord, 
moſt willingly ſubmitting to thy diſcipline ; 0 
ſtrike, and ſpare not, ſo thou bend my ſtubbern 
heart, and bring down my proud ſpirit, and make 
me tractable and obedient. I, Lord, and all that 
I have are at thy. diſpoſal, put forth thy Hand 
and touch them as thou pleaſeſt. . For of this 1 
am perſuaded, that, how grievous ſoever theſe 
temporal croſſes may be, ye better it is to feel 
the weight of thy Hand here, than e 
a | things 
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elf things are naked and open to thee, even the moſt 
een WM ſecret receſſes of our hearts; thou knoweſt the 
1% chings that will be before they appear; and need- 
en. eſt not that any ſhould inform thee what is done 
ed upon earth. Thou ſeeſt what will contribute moſt 
om to my improvement in virtue and goodneſs; how 
s great and good effect diſtreſſes have, to ſcour the 


the ruft from our unactive minds, and brighten. all 
- our virtues. Take then, O my God, thy own 
on meaſures ; I only entreat thee, that thou would'ſt 

1 — 


not diſdain, and give me over, and think me un- 
ent ¶ worthy thy care, for thoſe blemiſhes and miſde- 
Ineanors of my life, which none are better ac- 
quainted with, which none indeed are thorough- 
n l informed of, but thou the Searcher of hearts 


for N done. 

uns Work in me, I beſeech thee, a true amend- 

bet nent: Inſtruct me in all things proper for me 

rey Io know; diſpoſe me to love all things deſerving 

wu my affection; to think, that every thing is wor- 

* Ichy my praiſe, in proportion as it pleaſes thee; » 
the w eſteem nothing highly, but what is precious 
nd and honourable in thy ſight; to look with a ge- 

wm nerous diſdain and contempt upon all that thou 


1 thinkeſt vile. Let me not, I entreat thee, judge 
by outward appearances, the ſeeing of the eye, 
or the hearing of the ear, which are ſubject to 


late to this or another ſtate, to the outward, or 


: culiar care to acquaint myſelf with thy will con- 
>.” eerning me. Men, who form their judgment ac- 
cording to ſenſe, often err; Men, who place their 
affetions upon the ſenſible objects of ch rid 
ae frequently diſappointed and miſerable : For, is 

5 a man, 


Re * * 
8 


numberleſs deluſions and miſtakes; but give me 


a right judgment in all things, whether they re- 


the inner man: But above all, let it be my pe- 


is world. 
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a man, for inſtance, one jot the better, becauſe 
he is grown greater in other men's eſteem ? Is com- 
mon opinion the ſtandard of merit? Nothing leſ: 
Here every man abuſes his ſellow: The cheat re- 
commends another who is as great a cheat; the 
vain man extols the vain ; the blind miſleads the 
blind; the weak ſupports the weak; and all the 
while, by empty undeſerved commendations, each 
brings a true reproach upon the other, whale he 
praiſes him againſt ſenſe and reaſon. . For after all, 
. theſe praiſes are but words without any ſignificance: 
nothing more than air and empty ſound; for every 
man is juſt fo much, ſo good, and neither more nor 
leſs, than he is in thy account only. 


— — 


CA. LVI. 


Be content with humbler Acts of Virtue, when 
Strength is wanting for greater. 


51 35 Y ff 

| Y Son, do not ſuppoſe that thy zeal can al. 
ways be equally fervent, or thy mind caps: 

ble of tranſport and cloſe contemplation upon 

- heavenly objects at all times. Thou carrieſt about 
wich thee a load of infirmity and corruption, which 
will frequently damp the cleareſt flames of devo- 
tion, darken thy mind, and check its noble flights; 
and make thee know and feel, that mortal fleih and 
blood is a heavy, but inſeparable incumbrance up 
dona rational and religious ſoul. While men att 
in the body, they muſt neceſſarily feel and gros 


unde 


4 4 
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7. Wander the weight. And groan they ought indeed, 
m. hen they ſeriouſly conſider, how 7 inter 
if Imption chis is to their attendance upan; And entire 
fe. dedication of their time and thoughts, to God and 
he beavenly objects. Theſe: they mult be content to 
he Ndvell upon as much as may be; by ſnatehiag all 
the thoſe happy intervals, which leiſute ahd a good 
ach Miemper of mind allow them. 0 
he But when the ſoul is diſpo ſed far nobler exer> 
all, Moſes; when cares or D Preſs hard upon . 
ce? Nec it not be unacti xe. Variety is here of uſe 4 
works of a leſſer value in the ſcalèe of virtue muſt 
nor Abe recurred to; that thon mayiſt be always eu 
eloy'd, and {till waiting for the 1 hour, wm 
{ſhall return and viſit thee with larger meaſures 
ny grace. Bear with meekneſs thei preſent difcarty 
— o and incapacity, the dry and barren ſtatglof 
ay foul, till I fend my refreſhin dews, and infuſe 
principle of fruiefulnaſs, that ſhall be ſucceeded Ml 
vith à product of greater plenty add. petiedtion. 
or J can ſoon make thae forget thy palt troubles 
nd ſatisfy thy mind with the fulbeſs of peace. 
vill open for thee the ſpacious plains of Seripthte; 
that thou may'ſt be enlarged, and run the way: of lu 
ny commandments in liberty; ad RA fol - 
ll af joy and inward exultation, Jay: I reafes 
that the 6. ferings of this preſent time are not wore 
ch to be compared __ the ey which ſhall be... 
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feryour, drag him away from all his ſpiritual cos e 


dure and immortal ſtate, and recommend him t 
riaßtures and exſtacies of a high. ſtrain'd devotion. WW 
; þ% ce po N IS N WAS art 


r 


f 


chinks to take his flights towards heaven, he find — 


forme corruption drawing him towards the earth n 
and caſting a damp upon his moſt lively and vigef Pre 
rous piety; ſome unexpected trouble, ſome ſudden wh 


_ andiunlook'd for affliction" or diſappointment in hig 


Samily or ſecular concerns, cool and abate his hoh "7 


ſolations, and overwhelm his ſoul in ſorrow and dif. 
tres. And, as an addition to his affliction, God i by 
pleated: ſometimes to withdraw the ſacred and con of 

latory influences:of his Holy Spirit, and leave th: *Þ* 


mul in darkneſs and [ſpiritual deſertion. DurinW** 


vheſe times of trouble and affliction, whether tem- De 
poral or ſpiritual, the Chriſtian has many virtus **t 
anck graces to exetciſe, which are as neceſſary to bi 
oharaftet and improvement in holineſs,” as thoſe ”* 
Which give him nearer views of heaven, and raviſb “e 
im in the contemplation of immortal things. PH 


Tience, humility; meekneſs, ſelf . mortification, re the 


ation to the will of God, and other acts of hun | 


blepiety ; theſe are as much the duties of a Chris yet 
_Hang4as tequiſite its prepare him for the enjoyment] Par 
andfociety of Angels and glorified Spirits in a fi- 55 


the love and favour of God, more than all the bre 
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Correctioßn, rather than Comfort, is properly for 


„ our Due; 

Ace 

Zr ot wot WA! 
ORD, I muſt needs with ſhame-acknowledgeliſ ne 
my ſelf wholly unworthy thy: comforts, of , 

Any. Pare of that care thow, art pleaſed, to take af 
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= my ſoul; and therefore I have no manner of 
ay pretence to complain of hard uſage, or | injuſtice, * 
5 when thou withdraweſt thy grace, and leaveſt me 
e myſelf. Whole ſeas of tears could not ſo cleanſe 
ole ny polluted ſoul, as to render it pure enough to 
nerit the bleſſed influences of thy Spirit. Scbürges 
dend indignation are the portion of a wretch, WH 
mA 1; ſo many and ſuch enormous tranſgreſſions hath® 
offended thy Majeſty. The more therefore ] reflect 
upon my own ſinfulneſs, the clearer and wy” 
tions I have of thy free undeſerved mercy. or, 
"WW merciful thou art, even to aſtoniſhment, ſince thou 
expreſſeſt ſo tender and affectionate concern for the 
pl work of thy own hands ; who thus ac haſt. 
oel manifeſted the riches of thy grace in the vel cls of ; 
vill nerey, and extendeſt thy bounty to thoſe who have 
pro right to demand, nor recommendation to induce. 
thee to it. | nd aa 
But, if we could pretend ſome claim to comfqtts, 
yet how: could we expect ſuch divine, ſuch inchm- 
parably ſweet and noble marks of thy favour?” 8 
rery unlike, ſo much ſuperior to any human helps, 
or encouragements ? For how could I expect the 
Bread of Life from Heaven? Good works I have 
none that I can plead; but the leaſt reflection even 
amazes and confounds me with fins innumerable, . 
brought to my remembrance. My eager proneneſs 
to evil, and ſhameful ſloth and backwardneſs to re- = 
; EY formation and goodneſs, are of themſelves ſo appa- 
rent, that ſhould T endeavour to cloak them, the, iM 
atempt'muſt needs be vain; for thou, the Searchef. 
of hearts, art privy to them; thou canſt diſprove, 
me, and no mortal can be found, who could offer 
ny thing in my vindication. What then canTyult- 
ly lay claim to, but hell and everlaſting flames s . 
own with grief and ſhame, that reproach and c= 
F Aa a 2 tempt 


* 


- 
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tempt are my due; and that I am unwor Y to be 
named among thy ſons, or even thy meaũeſt ſer- 
Vvants. Nature indeed is exceeding y averſe, and 


Cannot without reluctancy acknowledge its own 


vileneſs and guilt ;. but I will offer violence to my 
native pride, and freely confeſs my fins, that thou 
0 ſhew thy juſtice and faithfulneſs, in a full 

| ane Free pardon, of thoſe faults which 1 ſo freely 
But where ſhall I find words fit to expreſs ſo mi- 
AJerahle a condition, or how ſhall fo vile, ſo pol. 
Iuted a creature apply to thee for pardon ? I knoy 
no other terms than theſe, that become my mouth. 
$ LORD, I haye finned, I have done wickedly, 
Mercy, thou Judge of quick and dead, Mercy, 
ce ox periſh. Peter thy ſentence yet a little lon- 
ger, and grant me ſome time at leaſt to bewall 
my miſery, before I be ſwallowed up in dark- 
ges, and go into a land, black with the terrors 
gf the ſhadow of death. Job. x. What other re- 
#,paration doſt thou expect, and indeed, what 
Ff other can be had from men laden with guilt and 
2 Jofirmity, than that they ſhould ſeriouſly bewail, 
* and humble themſelves for, their mighty and 
7 multiplied provocations? From hence all our 
hopes of pardon ariſe, here the firſt ſeeds of a 
**: reconciliation take root; the joy of a peaceful 
eonſcience is ſown in tears; the acknowledgment 
** of our weakneſs and inability is the firſt ftepto- 


> © wards repairing our loſs, che firſt defence againſt 
= the wrath to come; and in theſe melancholy ſo- 


ce Iitudes the gracious God and penitent ſoul meet 


; And embrace each other. A broken and a con- 
© -erite-hcart is an acceptable ſarriſice; Pſ. Ii. and 
A chou, in marvellous condeſgennion preferreſt it 
Vore che odours, the ſweeteſt incenſe, or whole 
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In 
de Ms hecatombs of: burcit-offerings. Of this that pre- 
.- civus ointment, whoſe perſumes, when it anoint- 


nd WM” ed thy holy feet, filled the whole houſe, was an 
n emblem; for thou, O Lord, never didſt, or 
ever wilt deſpiſe chat foul which is afflicted with 
ou W* a ſenſe of ſm. Contrition and humility are aur 
ll WM fure refuge from the rage and malice of our ſpi- 
ly ( ritual adverſary ; and tears of penitence are that 
(6 2 ſtream, which cleanſes us from che 


1 « (tains and blemiſhes of our defiled ſouls. 
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al The Grace of God dwells uot with Men 
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ad H E tokens of my love are of A nobler kind, 
il, than that they ſhould condeſcend to be tir 


od valid by the bleſſings of this world; for the joys of 
ur MW heavenly comforts diſdain to mix with the comforts 
earth. If then, my fon, thou defireſt to be *. 
ful Mpleniſhed with my benediftion and grace, all that 
nt Wobſtru& its free poſſeſſion of thy heart mult be ef- 
o- fftually diſcarded. Seek retirement, and prefer 
oft N private communion with God, before all the diver- 
pany ſo a- 
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called and ichoſen of God, than any advantages | 
thou canſt have from fortune or advencement. For, 
be aſſured, thy ſoul cannot admit of two ſuch diffe- 
rent affections, as the love of me, and tranſitory 
pleaſures. The moſt dear friends and intimate 
acquaintance muſt not ſtand in competition with 
me; but they who will be mine in good earneſt, 
mult follow the Apoſtle's advice, and behave then. 
felves as flrangers and pilgrims in a world which mi 
ſhortly be diſſolved, 2 Pet. iii. And when that time 
hall come, or their own diſſolution approaches, 
the joy and holy truſt of that mind, which ſets looſe 
to all things = below, 1s more bleſſed, than 
words can expreſs. 
But to live thus abſtracted and diſengag'd from 
- the world, is a perfection not to be attained by 
every common man; nor can the ſenſual perſon 
taſte the delights, or enjoy the liberty of a true ſpi- 
ritual ſtate. For this requires us to keep a diſtance 
from all external objects, that thoſe things, human 
nature moſt tenderly loves, ſhould be renounced; 
| 7, even that himſelf ſhould be ſo; for every man 
is his own worſt enemy, and the moſt threatning 
dangers riſe from within. He that hath gained an 
abſolute conqueſt over himſelf, will find no mighty 
difficulties in ſubduing all other oppoſition ; and chis 
is a compleat victory indeed. And when the ſen- 
ſual appetite readily fubmits to my will, this man 
Is maſter of himſelf and all the world. But they, 
who would aſpire to chis perfection, muſt ſet out 
with good reſolution; and lay the ax betimes to the 
root of the tree; that no darling ip,” no corrupt or Wage 
inordinate affection, may be left ſtanding. For all Wy. 
that bitterneſs and fin, which is \necellary to be ue; 
hewti down, in order to à complete rèformaion and Ache 
6 e Purity of heart 6 my n 
n | | 5 ranches 
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branches of that corrupt ſtock, the irregular love of 
a man's own ſelf. And when, that ſtock is killed 
„ud cut down, a ſolid peace and uninterrupted bapr 
pineſs are the conſequents of ſuch mortiſication.. 
Tbe only reaſon why: ſo many continue ſtill bi- 
te ¶ aſſed hy ſenſual affections nnd find themſelves un- 
ble to ſoar above themſelyves and the incumbran- 
it, N ces of the warld, is, that very few have.attained 
tothe skill of dying to. cheir on inclinatians, and 1 
uf diveſting themſelves of narrow and ſelfiſn deſigns. 
For he who, would converſe:freely with God; muſt 
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10 irft bid adieu to all carnal and immoderate defires, 1 
und get looſe from thoſe intanglements, ieh clg MM 
an and faften down the ſoul to tlie earth. They Who by 
a vill retain adforidneſs to any created being; by - | 5 


by ff minding temporal things, diele, dat chexiare.con- 


on ent to ſet up their reſt, ſhort of heaven and Gd 12 
Ty himſelf. Set therefore thy: afetHions:vn:things, above, 1 
pi. ond not on things on the cart; ur u man is 22 4 
nce ment For. the: ſervice 1 97 r u maſter 53. no aH bun | a | 
x el me and manimon both} Matti vi. 24. abc ha 
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4 I HE Workgof God änatbeè: ſoul, and che con 
f x/ munication ofchis:grate to a mind truelytenlighten- 
ei are of chat pure and. ſpiritual kinds that they 
will admit of nb commixthres of ſenſe, or any ot 
waſe chings that nature,, ingits unregenęrate ſtate, 
«lo fond of. The viens andãntereſts of a ſincere be- 
lever, are nom wholly ehabged from what. they 
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bo Kere before his converſion. Tis true; be fill ſeeks: 
41 alter riches, honours, and a great name; but 8 
r rhat kind? The riches he now moſt earneſtly pur⸗- 


lues, are the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, 


AG d * 0 0 a | x | 2 
lan che pardon and remiſſion of his fins, the virtues and "of 
| grace 8 ml 5 
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| e i b Ren — 
of his heart, he eſteems Fine ehen than if be 
had all the gold and ſilver that was once in the pof. if 
ſeſſſon of on. He is, indeed, ambitious of 
ferments, bes it is of - thoſe who are adirixied 
| Into the glorious privileges of the ſons of God; of 
uch as are diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the work 
dy being made —— — du God, and joint-heirs with 
Chnit in his glorious and ever Kingdom, 
- where he ſhall be advanced to a 3 and be hoe 
_ oft e 3 placed ＋ 2 
Han e | ajeſty 0 ven and 
earth. He is levi 2. more than ordinarily cars 
fel —— 8 character be diſtinguiſh 
from the reſt of the world. He endeayours 00 
eſtabliſ his name on the foundation of a good 
contcience, a fair and unſpotted life a converls 
tion, a zeal "for the: honour: of God, and ſeryice 
of. religion, by -excelling others in virtue and 
| goodneſs; and if by theſe means he enn at laſt {6 
Cure to himſelf a name and a place among the 
Saints in light, he * freely reſign his pretenſions 
to all the fame and glory that the great men of the 
World are fo — of. Happy is that na 
. who can make ſuch a due eſtimate of things ſpin 
tual and carnal, as to prefer heaven and his intes 
ts in the love and favour of God, before all 
che ſhining: vanities on earth, and all the del 
e ments 1 ol 
8 Wen and eſteemed by _ ae of 
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The different Motions of Nature and Grace. 
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V Fon, | be: careful to diſtinguiſh between 
Nature and Grace, and nicely to obſerve 
Fir different tendencies and proſpects. For theſe 
themſel ves are ſo, very dittant, fo contrary to 


Ih other, and yec withal fo intricate, that they 


kquire a ſpiritual and enlightned underſtanding, 


«A 


ly. to diſcern them. All men agree in the 


Feral deſire of good. This is the ſpur and 
Pe of. every word. and action 55 but that which 
duces ſo very different effects. from the fame 
Wginal cauſe, is that men frequently, miſtake 
os, for ſubſtances, and are, impoſed upon by 
Wille appearances of good. e 
Nature acts cunnipely, -allures, enfrates, and 
Meats thoſe that attend to her wiles, and pro- 
ſes the gratifying, herſelf, for the end of all 
be does. Grace deals candidly and ſincerely, com- 
es with no evil, puts no fallacy upon men, does 
wich a view to God, and reſts iu him, as its 
bpreme and only end, Nature declines death and 
rings, hates trouble and ſorrow, ſubjection and 
Wedience ; whereas Grace is exerciſed in continual 
wortification and ſelf-denial; chuſcs to be over- 
Wiled, and to ſubmit; nay, reſtrains even lawful 
innocent liberties; does not aim at dominion 
Bd ſuperiority, but chuſes to live in a ſtate of has, 
Wlity and ſubjection; and thinks no-hardſhip, ng. 


Wpliance, uneaſy, for the ſake of God and 4 
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tive, and undertakes buſineſs and toil with chear 
fulneſs. Nature is charmed with beauty and cu 
\ Ntolity, ard contemns things that are mean, anc 


in view, neglects thoſe that are fading and periſh 
Ang, ſuſtains loſſes with evenneſs of temper, endure 


_ Tightly judges, are things of no mighty concern 


_ Off the Imitation Book II. 50 
good conſcience. Nature is ſelfiſh, and alway 5; 
reckons up the profit that every action may bring 
to the perſon that does it; Grace diſregards all pri- 
vate gain, and aims chiefly to promote the public de 
good. Nature delights in honours and preferments,i dri 
m a celebrated name, and the applauſes of men: up 
Grace aſcribes all the honour to God, and thinks 
that good actions are well rewarded, if they meet 
with his acceptance and approbation. Nature dreads 
ignominy and contempt : But Grace accounts ĩt mat 
ter of great joy to be expoſed and vilified in a good 
cauſe. Nature is pleaſed with eaſe and indulgence 

and freedom from bodily reſt: Grace is always ac do 


4 


vulgar, and common: Grace is beſt pleaſed wit 
ſuch as are plain and low in the eſteem of the 
world, diſdains not things that are unpalatable, noi rec 
thinks herſelf a jot the worſe, for the want of out he? 
ward payeties, and ornaments. Nature aims af of 


- tranſitory enjoyments, is fond of wealth and ini as 


creaſe, tenderly affected with loſſes and diſappointY fer 


ments, and provoked to the laſt degree with inſoſ ge: 


lence and reproach : Grace keeps eternal advantage, 


*Contempt and ſcandal patiently, For theſe, ſh 


to one whoſe heart and treaſure are in heaven; 
place, where they are ſafe. and nd misfortune ca 
reach them. Nature 1s niggardly and griping, an 
chuſes rather to receive than give? Grace is bount 
ful and kind: deſpiſes ſordid gain and parſimon) 
is content with a little, diſtributes „ 
Ft, 1 wn * 
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chearfully, and eſteems it more blelſed to give than” ü 
receive. Acts xx. =_— 


Nature inclines to creature-comforts, to:carnal- == 
delights, to worldly grandeur and vanity, to wan- 
dring and idle amutements : Grace fixes the heart 
upon God and goodneſs, concerns itſelf with the 
world as little as may be, bates flethly luſts; checks i 
and confines roving imaginations, and affects pri- 
yacy and ſolitude. Nature is chiefly delighted 
with ſenſual pleaſures : Grace feels no delight, but 
in God alone; and prefers that before all the plea- 
ſures that the objects of ſenſe can afford. Nature 
does nothing without ſome view of intereſt, and for 
every kindneſs done you expects as good or better 
teturns from you, either of things in kind, or at 
leaſt of favour and applauſe for its pretended gene- 
tolity, and ſets a very high value upon all the ohli- 
gations it lays : Grace neither defires nor expects a 
recompence in this world, but looks upon God as 
uy her reward; nor are the ſupplies and convemencigs 
of life of any farther conſideration with her, than 
as a comfortable ſubſiſtance in this world may he 
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ine ſerviceable, in promoting and facilitating the en- 

nos dea vours after another. i; 
g Nature values herſelf upon an extenſive intereſt, 1 3 
1 a multitude of relations and friends, quality and 
II noble blood; and therefore fawns upon, or favours 
ih men in power, courts and careſſes the rich, h- 


08 plauds, and is partial to perſons. of the | ſame, cone 5 
; © dition,..or, opinion, or party: Grace is charts- 
call ble and beneficent, even to enemies; is not, liſtel f 
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mere ſigns and trappings of it, which ' often onl 
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rich, and is more concerned for the diſtreſſed on bit 
dition of an innocent perſon, than of a great one ¶ up 
pays its reſpects to true intrinſick worth, not to thꝰ ſoc 


- ſhew where it ought to be, not where it really is; 
id encourages the good in virtue, inſtead of Hatter- 
ing and ſoothing up the great in their wickedneliſ bo 


and folly; and indefatigably labours, to conform tag 


thoſe who profeſs themſelves the children of God, ho 
to the likeneſs of their heavenly father's excellen-W dic 
* by propagating all manner of piety and good - I of 
- nels. | ES | 
Nature is eafily provoked to diſcontent, by hard 
*circumſtances: Grace ſuffers want and poverty with I nat 
*meekneſs and much patience. Nature's ends and I oy: 
"deſigns conſtantly center in her ſelf : But Grace re- lf ch: 
"HeQts on her original, and imagines, that all ſhould W ba 
return thither from whence at firſt it came; aſſumes ¶ to 
nothing to itſelf; is not haughty, does not contend I Ar 
for praiſe or preference; is not poſitive and per- {by 
emptory in her own opinions, but, in all ſearches I mc 
© aſter truth, ſubmits her own reaſon and judgment, Hin] 
co the incomprehenſible wiſdom of God. Nature War 
© affetts to be knowing, to underſtand and compre- me 
hend the profoundel and darkeſt myſteries, makes Wot: 
> *6Rſentation of all her new diſcoveries, and pretends Nei 
to experiment and demonſtration ; labours to diſ- 
tinguiſh herſelf, to be thought more ſubtil than 
the reſt of the world, and would be applauded and 
admired for all that is ſpoken or written, or done: 
* > 0 3p | ; 
Grace thinks it more prudent than to lay out time 
or thought upon new or unprofitable curioſities; 
but conſiders, that the ruin of mankind is owing to 
that büſy deſire of knowing what God has thought 
to coficeal from them; that this inquiſitive pre- 
ending temper is à ſprout from that old 8 
. e 3 its 
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nM bitterneſs ; that eſtabliſhed truths may be depended 
e MW upon, but new and fanciful notions are generally no 
hel ſooner entertained, than they are diſproved and re- 
ily jefted; that men ſhould therefore check that vain 
is; pleaſure, which tickles their itching minds upon 
er · ¶ theſe occaſions ; no more purſue vain-glory, but la- 
el bour rather to conceal, than to publiſh their advan- 
mill tages ; and make uſefulneſs, and virtue, and God's 
od, ¶ honour the only end of all their knowledge and ſtu- 
en-W dies. For, to him alone all thanks and praiſe muſt 
od- of right be due, who gives men all they have, of 
his own mere motion and free mer.. 

ard And ſuch is grace: A light that is ſuperior to 
1th nature, and is that which ſhould direct and preſide 
and ¶ over it ; the peculiar gift of God; the diſtinguiſhin 

re- ¶ character of his choſen ; the ſure pledge of ca 
uld W bappineſs; for it raiſes a man's af Aion from earth 
to heaven, and changes him from - fleſh to Spirit. 
And, becauſe theſe two principles are ſet to work 
by ſuch different motives, proceed in ſuch different 
methods, and purſue ſuch differing ends; therefore, 
in proportion as nature is weakned and ſubdued, the 
larger meaſures of grace {are beſtowed; the more 
men's virtues are improved, and the glorious image 
of God renew'd in their hearts, by. holy and hea- 
rently diſpoſitions. - % Bain: 03 e 
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Hr, who would know whether he is in a ſtate of 
alvation, ſhould examine whether he is in a ſtate 
of Grace; for, the one is inſeparably connected 
With the other; he who finds the ſacred influences 
df the Holy Spirit working in him a love to God, 
| zeal for his honour, a veneration for the reli- 
on he bas inſtituted, an affection for the yoke of 
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Book III. 
Chriſt, a reſignation under every affliction to the 
Divine Will, patience under ſufferings, a fincere 
penitence for paſt fins, and a .holy reſolution to 
TFenounce and forſake, and utterly deteſt and ab- 
Hor every thing that ſhall ſtand in competition 
with the glory of God, the honour of his laws, 
and the true peace and welfare of his own ſoul. 
Thus ftands it with him whom God is pleaſed 
to favour with his grace and the manifeſtations off 
His love. But he who is yet in a ftate of na- 
ture; who has not yet experienced the new birth, 
and the regenerating grace of God in his heart, 
as ſtill under the power of fin, is governed by 
the violence of his own luſts and paſſions, anc 
conſequently is ſtill under the wrath of God, ex l 
poſed to the dreadful curſes of the law, and 
every moment, in danger of eternal damnation. 

It behoves then every Chriſtian, to watch the 
motions of his own heart, to obferve the bials tc 


which it inclines, to take particular notice to wha 


kind of objects his affections chiefly tend; b) Gra 
Which means he will be able to judge of th ſen! 
preſent ſtate of his foul, how he fande in rela f volt 
don to God, and the concerns of another world tb 


and by ſuch reflections as theſe, he will be 1 del 


ſtructed to correct what he finds amiſs in hilar 
own actions, will more clearly diſcern his du pler 
to God, and what progreſs he daily makes in 
grace and holineſs, - and whether he is really fa 
the way to heaven and eternal happineſs ; or HAT 
ing on in the broad way that leads to death at he 
everlaſting deftrution. n. 
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ere C HAP. LX. i 
ab | The Corruption of Nature, and Efficary 
ion * Divine Grace. ers 
WS, 8 

oa Di ſciple. 

ſed _ ( Diſciple.) 


offi | HOU haſt indeed, =p GoD, created mg 
in thy own image, after thy likeneſs, and 
commanded me to be holy as thou. thyſelf art holys 
Genel. i. 14. 1 Pet. i. O grant me, I entreatthes; 
that favour and aſſiſtance, which thou in thy own 
Word haſt taught me, is. ſo important, ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation; that I may ſubdue 
my own nature, whoſe -inclinations are' now fo 
fegenerate, ſo corrupt, that they have a ſtrong 
and conſtant tendency to fin and death, For, 1 
fel and lament a lw of /in in my body, warring 
rontrnually againſt the law gf, my mind, Rom. vii 
drawing me to a compliance with the fleſhly and? 
enſual appetite, and diſabling me from any re- 
blute reſiſtance againſt its fatal motions; except 
by Divine Grace pour in- freſh ſupplies, and} 
zelp me to ſtand in the day of battel. Lord, hk 
have need, not only of thy grace, but of very 1 
plentiful and powerful communications of it, t Fl: 
urn the biaſs of nature, which from my very ll 
nfancy inclines me to evil. For this infection is: . 
&rived from the firſt parent of mankind, and id 
he puniſhment of his offence inflited upon his. 
#hole poſterity; ſo that the human nature, Wh R 
ame pure and good out of thy creating Hand, |! 
8 tainted and perverted, and all the motions, © 0 
ww remaining, draw the contrary way; and ben 
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The little Power left us to do good, is like a ve- 1. 
ry ſmall Spark, covered with a great Heap of Em- » 
bers: Light of Reaſon clouded with a thick noiſome . 
Miſt of Haskneſs and Error. And, though by this 
all the Piſtinctions of Good and Evil, of Truth and 
Falſhood are not utterly loſt, yet the Power of per- 
forming what our better Judgment approves, is gone; 
the Light of Truth is dim and feeble, and the Inte- 
rity. ot our Minds and: Affections is blemiſhed, and 
wertetbfrom an impartial Attendance to it. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that though ſometimes I am de- 
lighted wich thy Law in the inner Man; and fully 
convinced, that Commandment is holy, juſt, and good, 
condemning. Wickedneſs, and warning me of the 
Rocks and Precipices, which, in ſteering my Courſe 
through the tempeſtuous Waves of this trouhleſome 
World, I muſt be careful to avoid; yet ſtill with 
the Fileſb J ſerve the Lau of Sin, and find a ſtronger 
Inclination to follow Luſt and Senſe, than to be go- 
verned by Reaſon and Religion. Hence I fo 4 
feel the ill to do well; but how to perform. what 1 
thus will, I find not. Hence I often: make and re- 
peat goad Reſolutions with great Sincerity ; but, 
"for want of thy Aſſiſtance to counterpoiſe my Infir- 
mities, I quickly fall from my Stedfaſtneſs, and am 
beaten off with the very Apprehenſion of Difficul- 
ty: and: Oppoſition... Hence I diſcern the Way. I 
© ſhould-walk-in; but when I am inform d of my Dy: 
ty, and endeavour to raiſe my ſelf above the World 
and its Temptations; à fatal innate Weight draws 
me down again, and checks my Soul in its intended 
Flights to Heaven and Ihe. Sol 
How abſolutely needful then, O my God, is 
thy grace to aſſiſt me in heginning, in carrying on, 
and in accompliſhing every good work; ſince with: 
out it I am able to do nothing, and yet with © 
— . 1 can 
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an do even all things? Yet, not I, Lord, but 
thou, who art in me, and ſtrengtheneſt me. O 
Gift truly Divine ! without which no merit of 
man, no endowments or qualifications of nature, 
are of any value or ſignificance at all! Sciences and 
arts, riches and power, beauty and ſtrength, wit 
and eloquence, what are they, Lord, or what to 

be accounted of, if not ſeconded, aſſiſted, exalted, - 
perfected by Grace? Theſe are accompliſhments 
diſtributed promiſcuouſly to good and bad; but 
grace is a gift peculiar to thy children and choſen 
ones, and ſuch as renders the happy men that have, 

it worthy of eternal life and happineſs. Grace is a 
gift ſo peculiarly excellent, that neither the gift of 
prophecy, nor the power of working miracles, nor 

the underſtanding of ſublimeſt and moſt abſtruſe 
myſteries, nor faith, nor hope, nor any other virs 

te or privilege, can recommend us to God with» 

out 1t. | | 4 
O bleſſed Efficacy of Grace, which makes the 
poor in ſpirit rich in virtue and good works; and 
tenders that man who is ſo enriched, humble and 
poor in ſpirit! Come, heavenly Gift, deſcend from 
above, ſhea. thyſelf into my ſoul, and. fill every 
dark corner of my heart with light and comfort; 
touze = courage, and ſhake off my ſloth, moiſten 
me dry ſoil, and command fruitfulneſs out of that 
barren ground. Vouchſafè me, Lord: this bleſ⸗ 
ng; for this alone is ſufficient for me, though thou 


1 


al, chat nature can either beſtow, or is moſt font! 
0] airing. Give me but this defence, and aa 
mptation'{hall confound me, no calamity terrify 3 


ourage, wiſdom and protection; ſtronger than all 
y enemles, and wiſer than all human counſels and 
NUuB. XVII. . 
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— tb Imitation Book Ill 
contrivances; the teacher of truth, the miſtreſs of 
holy diſcipline, the light of the ſoul, the comfort 
under troubles, the reſolver of doubts; the balm 
for my wounds, the diſpeller of melancholy, the 


” baniſher of fear, the cheriſher of devotion, the pa- 
rent of contrition, the ſpring of holy tears, and of 
all thoſe ſtreams that cleanſe and purge polluted 


conſciences. Without this, what am J, but dry 


. ſtubble, a rotten trunk, dead to good works, uſe- 


leſs and unprofitable, and unfit for every thing but 
to be trodden under foot, and caſt into the fire 
Let therefore, O my God, I moſt humbly and 


heartily intreat thee, O let this grace and favour of 


. thine a/ways prevent and follow, and make me con- 


& diction or complaint. Follow me; I am the wa) 


fanually to be given to all good works; that in al] 


w actions begun, continued and ended in thee, I 
a 25 May gloriꝶy thy holy Name, and finally by thy mercy 
obtain everlaſting life. Amen, Amen. 


- 
_— * _ — 


CHAP. LXI. | 
Self-denial recommended from Chrift's Example. 
. * ora 
H E more, my Mn, thou forſakeſt thyſell, 


the nearer approaches thou makeſt toward 


me. As the deſires and intemperate love of the 
things of this world, muſt be difcarded, in order 


to enjoy peace in one's own breaſt ; ſo even the love 
of one's own ſelf muſt be laid afide, in order to 4 

rfe& union with God. Learn therefore to deny 
thy own will abſolutely for mine, without contra- 


be 


=, 


of JESUs CHRIST. 
the truth, and the life. Without the way can be 
no walking ; without the truth no knowledge; 
without the life no living. Keep then in this way, 
for it is the ſafeſt ; believe in this truth, for it is 


Book LIT. 


infallible ; hope for, and aſpire to this life, for it 
is the only true, happy, and eternal life. Continue 
ſtedfaſt in my way, and thou ſhalt. know the truth, = 
and the truth ſhall make thee free, that thou mayſt =— 


inherit everlaſting life. thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the Commandments. Matth. xix. If thou wilc 
know the truth, believe my Words. If thou wilt 
be perfect, ſell that thou haſt. If thou wilt ſave 
thy life hereafter, deſpiſe it here. If thou wilt be 
exalted in heaven, abaſe thyſelf upon earth. If 
thou deſire to reign with me, take up the croſs with 
me, 


the right way to happineſs and true glory. 


( Diſciple.) This way, O Lord, is ſtrait and 
rugged, ſuch as the world declines, and cannot en- 


dure to think of. Therefore, I beſcech thee, that 
thy grace would enable me to deſpiſe the world, 


and act in contradiction to the general opinion of 


men, in compliance with thy command and exam- 


ple. For the ſervant is not greater than his lord, 


nor the diſciple above hj3 maſter. John xv. Let thy 
lervant then be guided in thy ſteps, for with thee 
is life and true holineſs. And all I read. or hear 
from weak and fallible man, gives me no refreſh- 
ment, no true delight. 


(Chriſt.) If thou kun boite things, 0 e 


For. 


bappy art thou, if tbou do them. John xii. 
practice and not knowledge, ſhall inherit the bleſſing. 


it is that loveth me, and I will love him in return, and 
manifeſt myſelf to him, and ſet him upon a throng 
wich me, in my ** kingdom. Jobn xi 
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For none but they who bear my croſs, are in 
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He that keepeth my Commandments, and doth them, e 
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'( Diſciple.) Lord, make me a partaker of this 

| — promiſe. The croſs, which I have received, 
rom thy Hand, I will bear with conſtancy even 
unto death. The life of a ſincere Chriſtian is in truth 


one continu'd croſs, but fince this is the way that 


leads to paradiſe, it is by no means fit, that I thould 
depart from it, or repent of my holy reſolutions, 
and good beginnings. 

Come then, my Chriſtian Brethren, let us advance 
boldly. Take courage, for Chriſt is with us; he 
does not only lead us on, but will enable us to fol- 
low him. 1 or his ſake we have taken up the croſs, 
and for his ſake only we muſt perſevere in bearing 
it, Behold, the King and Captain of our ſalvation 
marches at our head, ready to fight our battels. Let 
us, like gallant ſoldiers, fellow our Leader; let us 
ſhake off our fears, and reſolutely prepare to die in 
the field; and not ſtain our honour, and loſe our 
crown, by flinching from that ſervice, and thoſe 
bardſhips, which he bath made our duty and our 

glory. x DON 
R EF LEXIO VN. 

TEE life of a Chriſtian is in the condition of 
a city beſieged on every ſide, by an army of for- 
midable enemies; he, like the governor in a ſiege, 
muſt take care to have every part guarded againſt 
the approaches of the enemy; the gates of his heart 
muſt be cloſe ſhut and barricaded againſt the va- 

nities and deluſions of the world; his mind muſt 
be ſtrongly fortified with every Chriſtian Grace to 
reſiſt the artillery with which he will be ply'd from 
the batteries which are erefted againſt him on 
every quarter; and ſometimes he will find it neceſ- 

+ Jary to make a ſally upon the foe, to beat him out 
; | ot 


[ 


—_ 
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en {with ſucceſs, he muſt put on the whole armour 
th Nof a Chriſtian, faith, hope, patience, charity, and 
at every other virtue; for, he will find all little 
Id enough to ſupport him in his frequent engage- 
s, nents and conflicts with the combined forces of 

earth and hell. But that he may not be terrified 
ce Jwith the apprehenſion of falling in the combate, 
ne ſor diſcouraged with the difficulties and hardſhips 
l- Ide may meet with, let him reflect that Jeſus Chxiſt, 
ſs, the Captain of our ſalvation, trod the ſame path, 
ng ſuffer d afflictions, both in body and mind, was 
on faulted by the devil, that grand adverſary of 
et Inankind, and ſuffer'd the moſt baſe and ignomi- 
nious treatment; that the moſt inveterate malice 
could invent or execute againſt him. And canſt 


himſelf met with? Or canſt thou indeed defire to 
be entirely exempted ſrom ſuffering and affliction, 
hen the Bleſſed Jeſus, thy dear Redeemer, un- 
krwent ſo much for thy fake? No; rather let 
he patience, the meekneſs, and reſignation, Which 
0 eminently appear'd in him under all his fuf- 
rings, be a pattern for thy imitation, encourage- 
ents for thy perſeverance, and ſupports to thy 
oul under all the troubles, trials, and afflictions, 


ur 


et thee at liberty, and give thee a paſſage into 
e eternal manſions of reſt and freedom. 


4 


s Nof his trenches, and try his fortune in the open 
d, feld. And if he expects to encounter the enemy 


thou expect better uſage than thy Lord and Maſter 


which muſt neceſſarily be thy lot, till death ſhall © 
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| CHae. LXII. 
Bie not too much dejected under Temptations, 


_ (Chriſt. ) 
Joe: not, my Son, of thy favour and accep- 
aj tance with God, by fuch falſe meaſures, as 
the warmth of thy devotion, and the delight 
which ſprings. from the diſcharge of thy duty. 
For J am better pleaſed with humility and pa- 
tience, and deep contrition of heart, in a diſcon- 
Jolate and afflicted ſtate, than with an eager teal 
and the moſt exalted acts of an eaſy and proſperou 
” _ piety. And whence doſt thou think, it comes to 
= pals, that every ſcandal, which detracts from thy 
* reputation, ſo {-ofibly affects thee? If it were eve! 
more to thy diſparagement, yet could it not be 
worth thy concern. This is not the firſt injur) 
of this kind, nor is it like to be the leaſt, if thou 
=. thouldeſt live longer among men. And what i 
now new or ſtrange, ſhould. not ſurprize thee. | 
know thy courage, and boaſted bravery, while 
danger is at a diſtance. Thou canſt diſcourſe 11ki 
A philoſopher and a Chriſtian, and give excellen 
advice to thy friends, when they labour unde 
- any. diſtreſs; but when their caſe happens to 5 
thy own, and ſome unexpected calamity befal 
. thee in thy own affairs; thy prudence and reſo 
Jution forſake thee quite, and thou ſtandeſt in 1 
leſs need of the counſel and ſupport, which tho 
wert wont ſo freely to impart te others heretc 
4 Let this experiment remind thee of thy ov 
= frail, which, by ſuch inſtances, cis evident, 
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theſe inſtances are greatly for thy —m— and 
bring thee to a right and perfect underſtanding 
of thy own condition. Grow wiſer at leaſt, at 
thy own expence; and as thy calmer reaſon ſhews 


they ought to be, ſo let thy behaviour eyidence, 
that theſe tender reſentments of temporal evils 


are baniſhed out of thy mind. If thou canſt not 
entertain adverſity with abſolute indifference, yet 
let it not hurry thee to deſpondency and wicked 
S aiaruſt; and, however the firſt onſet may diſturb 


power thee. And tho' perhaps thou art not arri 
elde chat perfection of counting it all Joy, when thor 


not yet proceeded thus far, but ſome indecent re- 
lections riſe up in thy mind; yet let not this ſe- 
cet indignation break out into 1rreverent expref- 
lions, but ſet a watch upon thy tongue, and keep the 
vor of thy lips, Pſal. cxli. Reſolve at leaſt, that 
thy mouth ſhall not offend; Pſ. xxxix. and though thy 


complaints burſt out, which may caſt 1imputagzions 


11enPpon the honour of God, impeach the juſtice and 
ndefleoodneſs of providence, or give offence to hx 
o breaker brethren. For, by thus fortifying and 
fallheuarding well the outworks, thy inward commo- 

fl in time be compoſed; thy ſorrow WẽIiII ee 
a etadually turn into joy, and the favour apd mere 


reſo ONS w1 


cholef God be inclined to relieve and comfort thee, in 


good pleaſure. 
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proof againſt the ſlighteſt misfortunes. ' For even 


hee, yet rally quickly, and let it not long over- 


falleft into divers temptations, Jam. i. yet nothing 
can excuſe thee from undergoing them with mee 
neſs, and refignation, and patience. If thou haſt 


beart be not within thee, yet let not any paſſionate 


kcompence for thy reverence and ſubmiſſion to His 
4 live, ſaith the Lord, Iwill belp thee ſpeed}- 1 


% and comfort them who earneſtly ſeek me, vio gu 
Wa N : rei, _— 
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= their truſt in my ſalvation. Summon up thy Chril- 
tian fortitude, and fink not under ty vor 
but prepare for greater trials. If thy former 
troubles” have. overwhelmed thy ſpirits, or been 
too much for thy temper and virtue ; let not the 
remembrance of thy former trials diſcourage thee. 
The Lord knoweth whereof thou art made, be re- 


membreth that thou art but duſt : Pf. ciii A man, 


and not God; fleſh, and not angel, or unbodied 
{pirit; how canſt thou then expect to remain in 
2 conſtant and undiſturb'd ſtate of goodneſs? How 
mould thy virtue be aboye the ſhocks and ſhak- 
ings of temptations, when even the angels kept 
not their firſt eſtate, and man in paradiſe ſo ſoon 
fell from innocence ? I am thy ſole protection, 
who raiſe the ſouls that are dejected with ſorrow, 
preſerve thoſe who confeſs and lament their own 
weakneſs, and glorify with myſelf the humble 
Chriſtians, who are aſhamed of their follies and 
miſcarriages. 8 . Er 

( Diſciple.) Bleſſed be thy mercy, for the gra- 
cious words, which drop from thy mouth, ſoft as 


the gentle dew, and ſweeter than honey and ho- 


ney comb. What would become of me, in the 
extremity of my diſtreſs and anguiſh of my ſoul, 
if thy promiſes and ſeaſonable inſtructions did 
not refreſh and comfort me? But I ſubmit en 
tirely to thy will; for I cannot think it any great 
matter, how long or boiſterous my voyage 15 
= fo thou at laſt conduct me ſafe to that. peacetu 
BW” haven, where good men enjoy a perfect reſt. Let 
my afflictions be never ſo great, ſo thou grant 1 
happy iſſue, and turn my ſufferings to good ef 


| fect, Iwill not deſpond. But my condition in thi 


life, whether adverſe or. proſperous, no proſpe 
tity Will profit, no adyerſity hurt me, but in pro 
"+ 3 * portio 
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L. portion to the ſtate in which I die. And if I go. 
n, I vel! out of the world, my continuance in it, how 
er Never troubleſome it may be, can never give me ſut- 
en ficient cauſe to repent or complain. Order my at 
de]! fairs then as thou pleaſeſt; but always, O my 
de. Cod, remember me for good. Lead me in the 
-o. right and ſtraiteſt way to thy kingdom, diſpoſe my 
in, Nerery action towards the attainment of ſalvation, 
ed and Jet me ſo. paſs through things temporal, that I fir 
in Nav Joſe not tbe things eternal. Amen. 


ILT 


on PROSPERITY: and affliction are two condi- 
on, tions of life that produce very different effects in 
»w, moſt men. In che firſt we are apt to be too much 
„n elated, and to look with contempt on thoſe who 
ble ae in leſs Happ circumſtances in the latter we of- | 
andi ten ſuffer ourſelves to be too much depreſsd, to 
give ourſelves up to deſpair, to look with an envious 
rra- Joe on thoſe who are in a more proſperous ſtate, 
t aß and even to charge God with injuſtice and inequa- 
ho- lity in the diſpenſations of his providence. When 
the ve ſee the wicked thrive and ſucceed in all that 
dul, I they ſęt their hands unto, and at the ſame time be- 
did hold the righteous groaning under affliction, croſs d 5 
en- vich diſappointments and loſſes, ſuffering in their ü 
reatſſ eputations, and ſtruggling with all manner of hard- 
e is ups and oppreſſions, we can ſcarce forbear charg- 


efull ing God with unequal dealings with his children 3 

Le not conſidering that God purpoſely ſuffers the tares 
Jad the wheat to grow together, till the haryeſt, or 
the great day of retribution, comes; then, and not 
Kill chen, God will make a proper and à glorions. 
Wltindtion between thoſe who have ſyſfer d man- 9 
fully for bis Jake, aud choſe who habe ptefexr'd Ml 


% 
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preſent: eaſe, and the pleaſures and enjoyments of 
this world, to the hardſhips and difficulties of a re- 1 
ligious life, and the expectations of a future happi- 1 
neſs. . * | 14-0 25-0 4 
Let us not then be dejected or diſcouraged when 
we meet with ſorrows and troubles of various kinds; hy 
but reflect that whatever we ſuffer God has a hand 
in, that if he correQs us, it is for our good; and” 
that he deals with us no otherwiſe than he has dealt 1 
with all his children from the beginning of the 
world. - Conſider likewiſe, that this ſtate of trouble 
and trial will be but of ſhort continuance ; that in a l 
little time thy ſorrows will be turned into the moſt” 
extatic joys, and thy ſufferings and troubles crowned 
with everlaſting rewards, in a ſtate of immortal 
bliſs and happineſs, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
away, and thy entertainment be the immediate 
imiles of a gracious and reconciled God and Father, 
the continual preſence of thy dear Redeemer whi 
thou haft ſo long and ſo earneſtly wiſhed to enjoy, 
the divine confolations and ſacred influences of the 
Holy Spirit, which will no more be interrupted by 
the intervention of ſin and vanity; and thy compa 
ny ſhall be that of angels and the ſpirits of jul 
men made perfect; all which ſhall be thy portiok 
through the endleſs ages of eternity. \ 
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Search not into Things too high for thee, nor preteni and 
to Fathom the Depths of God and Providence. be 


8 | / 
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** ky Eware, my ſon, that thou do not dif: pute, 0 55 
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cult points; nor too curioully ſearch into bs Whi 
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R of myſterious diſpenſations, which God hath purpoſe- 
| f pl concealed from thee. Concern not thyſelf about 
Pr the wonderful diſtributions of Grace or Providence; 
nen why one man is forſaken and in disfavour with 


1... 09d, another ſo ſurprizingly favoured by him 
Wi this perſon exerciſed with afflictions and ſorrows, 
Wm [2 that ſo kindly dealt with, ſo unaccountably ex- 
aaf ated. Theſe are things out of thy ſphere : And 
* all the parts and penetration, the acuteſt wit, and 
ble quired accompliſhments of man, are much too ſhort 
and feeble, to fathom the reaſons of the divine coun- 
ſels. If therefore ſuch a humour of curioſity returns 
upon thee, look upon it as the ſuggeſtion of the 
devil, by which he labours to diſquiet and unſettle 
thee. If men, impertinently buſy, require of thee 
2 ſolution of ſuch difficulties, content thyſelf with 
that general anſwer of the prophet : Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy judgments ; Jer. xii. 
1. 1he judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether ; his righteouſneſs flandeth lite the ſtrong 
mountain, fix'd and immoveable, eminent and con- 
[picuous ; and his judgments are like the great deep: 
Pl. XXXvi. 7. A vaſt and dark abyſs, ſuch as we can- 
not ſee to the bottom of, 'or fathom with the ſhort 
line of a finite underſtanding. | 


My methods and dealings ſhould be the ſubjects 


Ao admiration and reverence, not to be ſawcily crt> 
ticized upon, by my own creatures. For, no finite 


creature can have a capacity proportioned to them; 


eren and what is above human comprehenſion, ſhould not 


de the ſubjects of human enquiry. 
; As little ought they to enquire and diſpute con- 
cerning the merits or the preference of good men; 


chold 


yite Ddd a2 


which of the ſaints excels in virtue, or is greateſt iq 
the kingdom of heaven. For theſe are queſtions ix 
Which we are no ways concerned, but are ſuch s 
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” engender ſtrife and debate, and turn to no good ac- N wi 


* 


great variety of trials and afliftions ; ſuſtain d the 


count. They cheriſh arrogance and pride, envy and I to 
ction, while men divide. into parties, and each ha 
trives for the preeminence of him, whoſe order and I thi 
patronage he is devoted to, or whom his own vain I all 
imagination inclines him moſt to honour. The WW an 
effect of this is very evident, and the miſchiefs that of 
Jpring from ſuch an impertinent . zeal, exceeding Il art 
numerous and lamentable; the .controverſy, nei- N of 
ther poſlible to be decided, nor worth the trouble wh 
of - deciding, if it could. And, if thoſe faints to 
have any knowledge of what paſſes here below, this on 


indliſcreet and partial zeal cannot but be highly dil-W ze: 


agreeable to them. For I am not a God of con- no: 
tention and faction, but of order and peace, and Th 
love. And theſe are the genuine products of true rat 
modeſty and humility, ſuch as eſteems others better the 
than itſelf; but is inconſiſtent with that bold afſum-K adi 


ing temper, which is reſtleſs and diffatisfied, if anyſſſthe 


other be preferred before it. It may be, affectionſſ cha 


And honeſt zeal may diſpoſe ſome men to be moreſſHhe 


liberal in their reſpe& to this or that fide of the difſſ ſor 
fering parties; but, do not ſuch men reflect, thaſ fel 
Juch affection is not the effect of grace or religion hot 
hut merely of human infirmity? Theſe are ſuchfend 


Prepoſſeſſions as I can never be capable of; for alli no 
_ the ſaints are equally mine. My hand made them far 


mien, my aſſiſting grace made them ſaints; I en 4 
riched them with virtues, and have and ſhall crownlger 
E them all with glory. I know what each has done, I che 
what occaſions they had, what improvements theyſſ#nd 
made. I foreknew them before time was; theyWiig| 

* Choſe not me, but I them; and ſingled them ou Nat 
tram the reſt of mankind, I drew them with thqgtion 
* Cords of love and mercy, conducted them throug priv 


with 
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with uncommon comforts and recruits, enabled them 
t perſevere, and rewarded the conſtancy my ſelf 
had, given. I know the firſt and laſt ; and my ta- 
terly, my. inexpreſlible affection extends to them 
all. For all are inſtruments in promoting my praiſe 
and glory, ſo many monuments and eternal trophies 
of my goodneſs; freely advanced to what they 
are, by my baunty and favour, without any right 
of antecedent, merit of their own. He therefore 
who deſpiſes the leaſt of theſe, ſhews a diſreſ 5 
to che greateſt; for this: contempt at laſt reſſects 
on me, the author of their virtues and their happi- 
gels 5 and therefore in me alone ſhould all the ho- 
nour.. centre; which is pretended to be paid to them. 
Their intereſts and properties, are no longer ſepa- 
Fate; for charity hath made them one, and joun'd 
them into the ſame myſtical body, wboſe honours, 


charity, they all unite, in loving me more than 
themſelves, or any merits or reſpeQs of their on; 
bor, being in that happy ſtate exalted above them- 
ſelves, they are entirely taken up with the love and 
honour of God. This is their happineſs and utmoſt 
end. Nothing can divert them to meaner proſpetts, 
no mixture of ſelf intervenes to damp the pure 
lames of his everlaſting love. BH 


* 


Away then with theſe vain curioſities, theſe es- 


and ſenſual appetites, ſuch as have no notions 
higher than particular gains and ſeparate intereſts. 


ions, to act, and deſire, and love, and hate, upon 
private and perſonal conſiderations; and then they 
hndly transfer the ſame idea's and the ſame behg- 


| 5 viour, 


2 
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advantages, inclinations, and joys, are inſeparably be q 
the ſame. Nay, which is the utmoſt perfection of 


ger diſputes, concerning the tate and condition f 
te bleſfed ; which betray a prevalence of carnal 


Nature and partiality incline men of ſuch .diſpok» 


ions. Be not too curious then, my ſon, in matters 


= fins, and the imperfections and worthleſneſs of his 


” are faick to caſt their crowns at the feet of God, and 
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viour, from earthly to heavenly objects. Alas! 
The difference is the wideſt that can be imagin'd, 
and nothing in nature is ſo diſtant, as the ſilly con- 
ceits of ſuch novices in matters relating to a future 
ſtate from thoſe juſter apprehenſions, which minds, 
enlightned from above, entertain upon theſe occa- 
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which tranſcend thy capacity ; but rather let it be 
thy care and conſtant thought, how thou may'ſt be 
found, tho? it be but the leaſt, in the kingdom of ih 
heaven. For, was 1t poſſible for thee to underſtand 
all myſteries and all knowledge; could'ſt thou dif- 
tinctly view the ſeveral orders and places of each 1 
angel and ſpirit above; yet what would this avail, “ 
farther than as it excited in thee leſs concern for thy 
"own, and greater zeal for my honour ? The man, th 
who ſerioully reflects upon the multitude of his own 


own virtues, how few, how poor, how far ſhort 
they are of the perfection of thoſe bright examples. 
This is a controverſy, which they themſelves 
never concern themſelves about. For they aſcribe 
nothing to any deſerts of their own, but acknowledge 
the whole of what they have and are, to be the ole 
effect of my infinite beneficence and love. And their 
Happineſs and honour is compleat, by the joy they 
take in the fruition of God and his glory. The 
more exalted any of theſe are, the more modeſt 
they are; the more dear, and the more like to me. y 
"Thus much 1s intimated by that viſion, where they f 


Falling down upon their faces before the throne, and 
"before the Lamb, to worſpip him that liveth for eve 
"and ever. Rev. x. | 8 an 
+ Is it not highly abſurd, to ſee men zealouſly con tu 
ttnding who 1s greateſt in the kingdom of. Go Wn 1 
C Aha 
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who in the mean while are not ſolicitous to know, 

f what much more nearly concerns them, namely, 

'd, | | 
whether they ſhall have any place at all there 


" chemſelves? And yet to be leaſt there is to be great, 
0 e ſons and heirs of God. A lie- 
dg, J for even the leaft are ſons and heirs of G it 

| Foy e one ſhall become a thouſand ; and the child ſhall die 


an hundred years old, but the ſinner of an hundred years 
be ball be accurſed, Iſa. Ix. 22. and Ixv. 20. When 
be the diſciples inquired who ſhould be the greateſt in 
e the kingdom of heaven, this was the anſwer made 
to that demand : Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter into the 
ach Lg dom of heaven. Therefore whoſoever ſhall bumble 
nel, as this little child, the ſame ſhall be the greateſt 
in the kingdom of heaven, Matth. xviii Woe to 
them who think it beneath them to imitate the hy- 
mility and meekneſs of little children; for ſtrait and 
his bow is the gate of heaven, ſuch as the towrings of 
ambition, and ſwellings of bloated vanity can never 
ſtoop to, or enter at. Woe to the rich, who have 
their portion in this world, for when the poor ſhall 
be admitted into paradiſe, they ſhall ſtand weeping 
and wailing without. But rejoice, ye meek, and 
{eff kumble, and poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God; if ye ſincerely embrace and obey the truth, 


— and be rich in patience and good diſpoſitions. 
= R EF LE XI OV. 
Fon WHOEVER ſeriouſly conſiders the weakneſs 


of his own natural capacity, and how liable he is 
to error and deluſion, even in things that pertain. 
to this life only, how unable he is to reſolve even 
many of the common operations and appearances:of 
nature, muſt ſurely be convinced that the things f 
u inxiſible world are far more impenetrable, and 
5 ä Are 


. 
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are removed to a much greater diſtancę from the 
each of his underſtanding, as he has no adequate 
3deas, to judge of them by. Whaeyer believes 
there is a God, and 1 would willingly hope there; 
are none that do not, muſt believe he is a being ve 
of infinite perfection, tncomprehenfible as he i th. 
infinite, eternal in duration, inſcrutable in his pur- 
2 and all his ways unfathomable by the 1hal- 
low line of human underſtanding, Who then dare the 
be ſo preſumptuous as to call God to an account 
for any of his proceedings; or to ſay this ſtep of 
this providence is wrong; that diſpenſation is un- 
equal or unjuſt; ſuch an affliction is undeſer ved? 
Canſt thou by ſearching find oat Gad, canſt thou find 
«out the Almighty to perfection? Can a finite capa- 
city circumſcribe the boundleſs Ocean of Infini- 
ty? Pretend not then to underſtand the myfterious 

ways of God; they are all above thy reach; his 
Hefigns and views are quite out of thy knowledge. 
All chat is required of thee is, to know thy du- 
ty as it is plainly laid down in his holy Woqdq f, 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and to attain ſuch a mea 
ſure of inſtruction in the divine myſteries, as to 
make thee wiſer and better, and enable thee more 
exactly to perform thy duty both towards GOd 


man. 


„ 


— i 


Bt. CH AP. LXIV. 
adi is all the Hope and Confidence of a gaad Man, 


„ ( Diſciple.) ' ; 
N whom, O LoRD, is my hape, while ben 
upon earth? or what, of all ſublunary thing 


dan miniſter peace and comfort to my ſoul? Tn 


„ 
A 
© 


% r 


my hope is even in thee, and my joy and truſt in 
ar WY thy mercy alone. When were my affairs in a bad 
condition with thee ? Or what can prevent my be- 
ing the moſt miſerable of all men without thee ? 
ne Poverty for thy ſake is infinitely preferable to all 

the 5” 40 and grandeur in'the world, when made in 
exchange for thy fayour ; and earth and baniſhment 
with that favour more bliſsful than heaven without 
ares the fruition of thee, For, heaven becomes heaven 
uy only by thy bleſſed preſence; and where that does 
not reſide, all is death, and the grave, and hell. 
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continually aſcend. I have no other ſupport or re- 
fuge, that can ſend me ſeaſonable and ſuitable relief 
In my dangers and neceſſities ; but thau alone art 
my hope and truſt, my effectual comforter, . and 
faithful friend, . 1 
Drbers purſue their own private ends and adyan- 
tages, but thou defireſt my improvement and hap- 
pineſs, and ordereſt all things for my good. Even 
BY temptations and afflictions are intended for m 
ervice. 


eyen the harſher diſpenſations of providence ought 
as much to engage my affections, and excite m 

gratitude and praile, as the; brighteſt comforts, and 
moſt defirable proſperity. In thee therefore, O my 
God, I reft my ſoul; thou art my ſanctuary, where 
depoſite the burthen of all my griefs and troubles: 


all things elſe are feeble and uncertain, neither able, 

dor always diſpoſed, to comfort and protect me. 
Friends cannot ſerve me as they would; great men 
vill not, or cannot help; the wiſe, without thee 
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Thou art my deſire, and my portion, and therefore 
find to thee my ſighs and groans, and cries, and prayers, : 


— : 
c 


Thefe are the methods, by which the fi- 
delity of thy children is brought to the teſt ; and 


For no where beſides can they and I be ſafe, ſince 


tiſtake their meaſures ;- books are hut an infignifi-' 
Eee can 


— 
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cant amuſement, and yield no ſolid ſatisfaction; 
wealth cannot purchaſe eaſe and peace of mind; 
fortreſſes and coverts cannot hide me from calamity, 
unleſs thou aſſiſt thoſe friends, and ſtrengthen thoſe 
great men, and direct thoſe counſellors, and inſtrud 
me by thoſe books, and teach me the true uſe o 
wealth, and guard that ſtrong retreat. For peace 


Boo 
— 


and happineſs are entirely in thee. Thou art the 


end, the ſum, the ſource of all good; the perfec: 
tion of life, the depth of wiſdom and knowledge: 
And hope in thee is the ſureſt, the moſt ſenſible 


ſupport thy ſervants can have, under the miſerie] 


of this mortal life. CN | 
To thee therefore lift I up my yes, O Father o 
mercies, and lover of men. ' Comfort my ſoul in 
trouble, and purify it with thy grace, that I may 
be a clean an holy*manſion, ſuch as thy glorious 
Majefty does not diſdain to dwell in. Let no im- 
= be left in this temple ; but purge it thorough: 
y from every thing, which may offend thoſe eyes, 
that cannot behold iniquity or uncleanneſs. Look 
upon me 1n thy great 1 and, after the mul- 
titude of thy mercies, hear the prayer of thy poor 
ſervant, now wandering in the vale of the ſhadow 
of death. O do thou keep and protect the ſoul of 
thy ſervant amidſt the innumerable dangers of his 
frail and tranſitory liſe, and by the aſſiſtance of thy 
grace, do thou guide me in the way of peace to 
mp happineſs in the heayenly Canaan. 
men. gh} | 5 | 


The End of the Third Book. 
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PMITA TION I 
4 Jeſus 0 hriſt. 


li The Fourth Book. 


. CHare. I. 


null An Exhortation to the holy Communion. 


1 of  (CnrisT.) 


bi 922 ME unto me all ye that labour, nds are e bras 
| laden, and I will give you reft. 


> to 5 
The Bread which I ſhall ive, is my Fleſb for 
49s the Life off the world. : 7 REY 


Take, eat, this is my Body that is given for you 
Do this in refiembrance of me. "i 


He that eateth my Fle 2%. and drintetb my Bled. 


dwelleth in me, and I in him, | 
| F be Words which I ſpeak unta you ore Spirit 
or“ 


« * . r _s cd ow — . 
e 4 er r : . — ; rr e r 
8 - 1 » 4 £4 Y * - Ta [ 9 4 * 1 - * * _ # * . * 
= Ll - = —_— | n 2 — 2 þ Ss "2 aa % _ Tx Is e u A cs 


Ecea CHAM * 


394 — 10 AIG... - 


CHap. II. 
Receive CHRIST with Reverexce. Lo 
5 unt 
( Diſeiphe. ) = 


HE foregoing exhortation, I acknowledge, W \ 
my moſt gracious Lord, thou everlaſting ſo 
truth, proceeded from thee, though not ſpoken all con 
at one time, nor written in one place; nor by one I me 
of thy ſervants only. And fince I am ſatisfied that N ask 
theſe words were ſpoken or dictated by thyſelf I fo « 
alone, it is my duty to receive them thankfully, vit: 
and to improve them in the beſt manner I am adc 
able. They are undoubtedly thine, becauſe thou on 
haſt ſpoken them; and they are mine too, finceff ner: 
thou haſt ſpoken them for my uſe, and that I Lo 
may improve them to my own ſalyation. I receive bel: 
them willingly from thy mouth, that they may ma! 
make the deeper impreſlion on my heart. Tbeſ⸗ 
words af thine are full of love and ſweetneſs, andi tha 
give me great encouragement z but mine offencesſſ]ter 
terrify me, and my impure conſcience frightens meſſ ma 
from receiving ſo great ſuch myſteries. The affec-Yand 
tionate tenderneſs of thy words encourages me fn, 
but the heavy, the inſupportable burthen of my my 
ns weigh me down, _ I bou 
Thou haſt commanded me to come with conf - ¶ Inſt 
3 dence unto thee, if I. expect to ſhare in this ban cho 
. 2 to receive the food of immortality, if I de inti 
"| 


* " 


xe to obtain everlaſt ing life and glory. Mc 
Theſe, ſweet F ESUS, are thy gra ious words ab! 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden 
and'Lwill refreſh, Iwill give you reſt. O how de 
lghtful and friendly are ſuch words as theſe in the 
* ears 


- 


I > 


Ind ſhall I, who am too much under the power © 
Ila, and cloathed with corruption, fondly imagine 
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ears of ſinners! What condeſcenſion in thee, my 
Lord God, that thou ſhouldeſt invite the poor and 
needy, to partake of thy holy body ! But who am I, 


Lord, that I ſhould preſume to approach ſo near 


unto thee ? Behold, the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain thee; and yet, O Lord, thou ſayeſt, Come 
ye all unto me. : 
What means this ſo gracious condeſcenſſon, this 
ſo friendly invitation? But how ſhall :dare to 


come, that know no good in my ſelf that can give 


me any title to thy favour? With what face can I 
ask thee ta take up thy abode with me, who: have 
ſo offended thee, ſo often lighted thy gracious in- 
vitations ? The angels and archangels revere and 
adore thee; the ſaints in heaven and righteous men 
on earth fear thee; and yet thou ſayeſt to all fins 
ners in general, Come unto me. And, indeed, O 
Lord, unleſs thou had'ſt ſaid it, who could have 


believed it to be true? And unleſs thou had'ſt com- 


manded, it, who would be ſo preſumptuous as to 


dare to come unto thee ? I have read in thy Word, 


that Noah, to whom thou gaveſt the charac> 
ter of a juſt man, laboured an hundred years in 


2 ” 
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making the ark, that he might be ſaved with a ou = 


myſelf ſufficiently prepared in ſhort a ſpace as an 


hour or two, to receive with reverence this holy, 


Inſtitution ? Moſes; thy eminent ſervant, whom 


thou did'ſt honour with thy peculiar. friendſhip and 


intimacy, made an ark of incorruptible wood, 


cover'd, it with pure gold, to depoſit therein th 
tables of the Law; how ſhall then a poor corrupti 2 
dle creature, preſume ſo highly to receive the Ml 
iver of Life? Solo. 8 


Maker of the Law, and the Solo 
"mn, who was renowned for: the excellence of his, 


wildom, 
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wiſdom, beſtowed ſeven years in building 2 magni- flat 
ficent temple for thy worſhip and the praiſe of thy for 
Name, For eight days ſucceſſively he celebrated I ing 
the feaſt of the dedication thereof; he offer'd a Who! 
thouſand peace-offerings; and with all imaginable Iſ ces 
ſolemnity ſet the ark 1n the place prepar'd for it, ſtat 
with the ſound of trumpets and the manifeſtations I vic 
of joy and. gladneſs. thy 

It Solomon thought he could not be at too much Ito: 
expence, or his preparations too ſolemn, for the Nuit 
reception and reſidence of the God of heaven; I the 


bow can I, poor miſerable wretch, imagine, that £upe 


E can give thee a proper entertainment, who can mat 
ſcarce confine my thoughts one half hour to thy N poſ 
worſhip? And indeed, I wiſh-I could ſpend even jo 
near ſo ſhort a ſpace as that, in pure and unin-Ithe 
terrupted devotion, 23h the 
O my moſt gracious God, how much did thy ae. 
ſaints of old endeavour to pleaſe thee ! But alas! Idire 
bow little is that which I do! How ſmall, how bea 
ſhort are my preparations to meet and receive thee If 
in thy holy Inſtitution ? It is but rarely I can col- he 
lect my thoughts together, very rarely that I am ery 
free from diſtraction. And yet I am very well al: cele 
ſured that no unbecoming thought ought to appear Ihe 
in the preſence of the Majeſty of heaven and earth; Neal 
nor ſhould any creature Bud a place in my affec- Nan 
tions; no not an angel, in preference to thee the 
Lord of angels. ; 3 | 
And yet, O Lord, there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween the ark of the covenant, with its ſacred re- 
Its, and thy pure immaculate body with all its in- 
effable virtues and graces 3 between thoſe legal ſa- i 
crifices, which were but types and figures of better 
things to come, and the true and real ſacrifice of thy. 
body, which is the full completion of all * 
A 12 
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ſacrifices. Why therefore is not my zeal more in- 
flamed at thy awful and venerable preſence ? Where- 


fore do not I exert my endeavours more in prepar- 
ing my ſelf to receive thy holy things; fince thoſe 


holy antient patriarchs, and prophets, kings, prin- 


ces, nay, the whole people, gave ſuch eminent in- 
ſtances of the moſt affectionatè devotion to thy ſer- 
vice? King David, who was called a man after 

thy own heart, and his piety, no doubt, Was raiſed 
to a very high pitch, when he danced before the ark 
with all his might, and celebrated thy praiſes for 


the benefits and bleſſings which thou hadſt beſtowed 


upon the whole nation of 1/racl in times paſt. He 
made various kinds of muſical inſtruments; he com- 
poſed pſalms, and appointed them to be ſung with 
a joyful heart. He alſo himſelf frequently ſung to 
the harp, being divinely inſpired with the grace of 
the Holy Ghoft. He inſtructed the people of I, 
ae, both by his own example, and the rules and 
directions he gave, to praiſe God with their whole 
heart, and with united voices to offer up their dai- 
ly praiſes and thankſgivings to him. If then under 
the dark diſpenſation of the Law there was ſuch a 


Fervent devotion ſhewn ; and the divine praiſe was 


celebrated in ſo exalted a manner before the ark of 


e reftimony ; with what reverential fear and holy 
Weal does it become me, and all ſuch as profeſs the 
Name of Chriſt, to 1 thy table, and to par- 


ike of the profoun 
bariſt! | OY 1 
O thou Almighty God, the inviſible Creator f 
lis vifible world, how wonderfully do'ſt thou deal 
ich us! How ſweetly and graciouſly do'ſt chow 


myſteries of the holy Eu- 


poſe of all things for the good and welfare k 9 


children, to whom thou offereſt thyſelf to be 


Peiyed in the Sacrament ! This wonderful con- 


5 * . ; 12 diſeen- | 
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deſcenſion in thee ſurpaſſes all human underſtand. it 
ings ſtrongly draws the hearts of the devour, andlyho 
inflames their affections. der 
Such as are my true and faithful ſervants, who pic 
are ſincerely diſpoſed to correct the errors of theirſſfthe - 
lives, receive from this Sacrament great aſſiſtanceſſthe 
in their pious endeavours, improve in grace, raiſe 
nero de votion, and increaſe in the love of holiWhble 
nels. | 
O how wonderful and hidden is the virtue o 
this Sacrament ! So myſterious is it that none but 
ſincere Chriſtians can be acquainted with it! Suchſed ti 
1s 1t, that the unbeliever, the carnal-minded, ſuch 
as are under the power and dominion of fin, and 
ſlaves to their luſts, can have no taſte of, no re- 
lich for; it is ſuch as they can have no expe 
rience of, no benefit from. | 
Insa this Sacrament are communicated the gra 
ces of the Holy Spirit; and the ſtrength, whic 
was loſt in the depravity of nature, is reſtored to 
the ſoul, and the beauty that was disfigured by 
fin, returns again with additional luſtre. So great 
is the Grace which the believer frequently re 
ceĩves on theſe occaſions, that out of the fulneſs of 
- devotion with which he is inſpired, not only threci, 
foul, but even the weak body alſo, experience: 
a wonderful increaſe of ſtrength. _ Whack 
Our coldneſs and indifference are much to be pie, 4 
tied and lamented, that we are ſo backward to h- 
drawn to embrace Chriſt with greater affection; fo 
in him alone are our hopes, our merits, and depen 
dance for ſalvation and eternal , happineſs placec 
For he alone is our ſanctification and redemption 
he is our comfort and conſolation while we are tra 
velling this vale of tears, and the eternal enjo) 
ment of his ſaints'in glory. How greatly therefor 


No 
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1d. Is it to be lamented, that there ſhould be flo man 
ndElyho call themſelves Chriſtians, and ſo little pa” 
ler the value of that ſalutary myſtery, which re- 
bol pices even heaven itſelf, and is a preſervative to 
cir[the whole world. O the blindneſs of our eyes! 
ncethe hardneſs of our hearts! that we do not more ſe- 
uſeBriouſly weigh and conſider the worth of ſo unſpeak- 
ſible a gift, but rather, from the frequent uſe of it, 
egard it as a trifle, as nothing! _ 
If the celebration of this moſt holy Sacrament 
ad been confined to one place only, and limit- 
d to be adminiſtred by only one prieſt in the 
world ; with what eagerneſs and earneſtneſs would 
en flock to that — and to the prieſt, that 
hey might participate of theſe divine 3 ? 
But now, there are many prieſts, and the Paſſion of 
hriſt is exhibited in this Sacrament in many places, 
order that the Grace and Love of God to man 
ay be every-where more known, and this ſacred 


] toflommunion, by this means, ſpread through the 
byWhole world. * 12 
rea All thanks and praiſe be gi ven unto thee, our 


ear Redeemer, the everlaſting ſhepherd of thy 
ock, who art pleaſe@ thus to refreſh us with thy 
threcious Body and Blood, and to invite us to par- 
Ne of theſe myſteries, with thoſe gracious words, 
hich proceeded out of thy own mouth, Come unto 
, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, aud J 


l give you refl. 


pff 


CHAP. 
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5 inſtance of thy love. 
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The Goodneſs and Lowe of God to Man, mani/eſted the 


in this Sacrament. 1 
dea 
(Diſciple.) 11 


N confidence of thy great goodneſs and tender 
1 mercy, I come unto thee, O Lord, as a fick 
man to the moſt ſovereign Phyſician ; hungry! 
come to thee who art the Bread of Life; thirſty 
to thee who art the Fountain of living Waters 
needy to the King of Heaven; a ſervant unte 
my Lord and Maſter; a poor unworthy creature 
to my Creator; mourning and diſconſolate to thee 
who alone canſt give me comfort. But whence is 
it, O Lord, that thou vouchſafeſt me thy gracious duly 
preſence? Which way can I account for this aſton eie 
iſhing inſtance of thy goodneſs, that thou ſhouldeſſſof t 
give thyſelf unto me? It is the higheſt preſumptio vive 
in a ſinner to offer to intrude into thy preſence I 
How infinite then is thy condeſcenſion in vouch Fly 
ſaſing to come to a ſinner? Thou knoweſt thylhec;, 
ſervanc, and ſeeſt that he hath no good thing id c: 
him, no merit that may entitle him to receivdſ,,. 
ſuch a fayour at thy Hands. I humbly confelf o 
therefore my own unworthineſs ; I acknowledge; - 
thy goodneſs; I praiſe thy mercy ; I give thee mf H 
moſt humble and hearty thanks for this unexpettec 


- This thou doeſt for thy own ſake; for I am ver) 
well aſſured, that I have no merits whereon t 
found any claim to ſuch a favour; and therefor 7 
thy only motive for doing this, was, to make th 
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goodneſs better known unto me; thy love more 
1bundantly manifeſted ; and thy gracious condeſ- 
cenſion more eminently diſplay'd. Since therefore 
1,3 Icheſe are the effects of thy good pleaſure, as well as 
thy expreſs command, I accept of thy favour with 
pleaſure and thankfulneſs; and grant, my moit 
dear Lord, that my fins may be no hindrance to my 
receiving it with due reverence and gratitude. 

O moſt ſweet and benevolent Jeſus, what thanks, 
adoration, and reverence, together with continual 
acts of praiſe, are due unto thee, for this permiſſion 
to me to hold communion with thee in this holy or- 
dinance, and to partake of thy Body and Blood, 
whoſe preciouſneſs it is not in the power of words 
ſufficiently to expreſs! But now that I am going 
Tinto the preſence of my Lord, how ſhall I order 
Iny thoughts for this communion with him, whom 
© "Fvith all my powers and faculties I am not able 
Eduly to honour, and*yet moſt ardently defire to re- 
cei ve him with all the devotion that the ſolemnity 
of the occaſion requires? Since therefore I cannot 
give him that honourable reception which the Ma- 
dr and Holineſs of his preſence demands, or ſuch 
s I ſincerely defire to give him, what can I do 
better, what can turn more to my advantage, than 
Jo caſt myſelf wholly at thy feet, in a deep and 
Yumble ſenſe of my own unworthinels ? 

The more I conſider, the more am I loſt in won- 
Jer and aſtoniſhment! Behold, thou art the Holy 
of Holies, and I the vileſt of finners! Thou, tho? 
txalted above all human comprehenſion, inclineſt 
Wiyſelf unto me, who am not worthy to look up 
unto the place where thine honour dwels! Thou 
Wudſt firſt offer to come unto me; haſt declared thy 
Dod pleaſure to abide with me; and inviteſt me 
0 thy Banquet. Thon tendereſt to me the Food: 
5 Ff of _ 
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of heaven, the Bread of angels to eat, which in- 
deed is no other than thyſelf, the living Bread, that 


came down from 
world. 


heaven, and gives life unto the 


From whence, O Lord, does this infinite love 


prodeed? What demonſtrations are here of thy 
gracious condeſcenſion! What thanks, what praiſes 
are due unto thee for theſe benefits ! How good and 
profitable, how well-deſigned was thy counſel, 
when thou didſt inſtitute this ordinance ! How 1weet 


and pleaſant the feaſt, when thou 


be our food ! 


gaveſt thy ſelf to 


How wonderful, O Lord, are thy operations! 
how ne nat thy power! how unſpeakable is thy 


truth? 


y the power of thy Word were all things 
created; thou commandedit that this Sacrament 

ſhould be inſtituted, and it was accordingly done. 
Truly admirable is this myſtery, that thou, my 
Lord God, who art true God and man, ſhouldeſt 
be pleaſed to exhibit thyſelf unto us under the ele- 


ments of bread and wine! That thou, who art the 
Lord of all things, and ſtandeſt in no need of any, 
ſhouldeſt be pleaſed to take up thy dwelling with 
us by means of this thy Sacrament. - De thou mer-Eſ 
cifully preſerve my ſoul and body undefiled, that 


with a chearful and pure conſcience I may cele- 
brate theſe myſteries, and receive them to the com- 
fort and everlaſting health of my ſoul ; even theſe 


myſceries which thou haſt inſtituted and ordained 


for thy honour, and a 
Death and Paſlion. 


Rejoice, O my foul, and pay, thy 
Its 


God, for ſo noble, ſo excellent a g 


perpetual memorial of thy 


thanks unto 
ſo fingular 


à comfort to ſupport me in this vale of tears: For, 
as often as thou joineſt in the celebration of this Wy 


myſtery, and therein - partakeſt of the Body and 


Blood 
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n-M Blood of Chriſt; ſo often do'ſt thou renew the 

work of = redemption, and art made partaker 
of all the Merits of Chrift. For the love of Chriſt 
cannot, will never be diminiſhed, and the great- 
neſs of his propitiation will never be exhauſted. 
Therefore thou ſhouldeſt never come to this Sa- 
crament without preparing thyſelf thereunto by a 
renewal of thy baptiſmal covenant, and by weigh- 
Ing with attentive conſideration this great myſtery 


jy, thy reverence, ſo ardent thy deſires when thou 
comeſt to this ſolemn feſtival, to partake of theſe 
ns holy myſteries ; as if the ſame day Chriſt was deſ- 
thy cending into the Virgin's womb, with an intent to 
nes become man; or, was then hanging on the croſs, 
ent ſuffering, groaning, bleeding, and dying, for the' 


ne. falvation of mankind. 


my 

deſt 

ele- r —ů— a 
the IEG: 

11) RE: CHare. IVV. ic 
as De Advantages of coming frequently to 
that!] * ' This Sacrament. A „e 
ele · O N e HAT 

teſe ( Diſciple.) - E 
ined I Ehold me, O Lord, embolden'd by thy Word, 
thy and encourag'd by thy invitation, now pre- 


ting myſelf before thee,” humbly expecting the 
untoWomfort and conſolation, the ſweet delights and 
ular Weireſhing joys, which thou haſt provided for thy 
or, Nithful children in this holy Banquet, which thou, 
this Wy God, has prepared for the entertainment of 
and Wy poor people. In thee,” O Lord, I ſhall find 


00 all 


of thy ſalvation. So great ſhould thy awe, thy © | 
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all that I can or ought to deſire. Thou art my 
ſal vation, my redemption, my hope, my ſtrength, 
my honour, and my Flor This day therefore, 

do thou rejoice the diſconſolate heart of thy poor f. 
ſervant; for unto thee, Lord Jeſus, do I now lift 
up my ſoul. I moſt earneſtly deſire now to re- If 
ceive thee, with awful reverence, and pure devo- 


tion. I long to bring thee. into my houſe, and I '© 
with Zaccheus of old to be bleſſed, :and: account- Bl '© 
ed by thee among the true ſpiritual /ons' of Abra- I i 
bam. My ſoul defires to be fed and firengthen- 8 


ed by 75 body, and my heart to be entirely 
join'd, inſeparably united to thee. | 
Give me but. thyſelf, - and if thou withholdeſt tha 
all things beſides, I am fatisfied. For all things the 
elle are miſerable comforters, and rather aggra- 
vate than leſſen my wretchedneſs. Without thy 


conſolations I am not able to ſubſiſt: And there- ten 
fore I feel an abſolute neceſſity of coming to thee = 


for frequent and freſh ſupplies of grace and ſtrength. 
My ſpirits languiſh and fink; and, if I faſt roof © 
long, I periſh for want of ſeaſonable recruits from 
this heavenly ſuſtenance. Thy bowels heretofore 
yearned over the multitudes, who came from far 
to hear thy ſaving doctrine, and to be healed of 
their bodily diſtempers. Thou would'ſt not ſend 
them away empty, but wer't pleaſed to feed them: 
by a miracle, left they ſhould faint by the way. 91 
Matt. xv. Extend the ſame compaſſion towards : 
me, thy poor ſervant, and let this Sacrament ſup- aide 
port my fainting ſoul, in this wilderneſs, barren * 
and remote from any true comfort. For, thou 
art the ſweet, the reviving food of ſinking and. 
weary ſpirits ; and they, who worthily partake 
of this repaſt; 'are nouriſhed unto life eternal. 


am ſadly fſeni:ble of my infirmities, and frequent 
h . re 
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relapſes into ſin, and how urgent my occaſions 
are for theſe repeated refreſhments. I quickly 
abate of my warmeſt reſolutions; -my purpoſes of 
goodneſs ſicken and languiſh apace ; and theſe 
5 decays muſt end 1n ſpiritual death, did not my 
prayers, my ſelf-examinations, my confeſſions and 
holy ſorrows, preparatory to this holy feaſt, often 
q eturn: Did not this divine ſuſtenance cleanſe and 
renew my affections; confirm my purpoſes of do- 


ot ing well, excite and inflame my zeal and love 
or God and good works. Obſtinate faſting would 


ly vot more certainly quench all my vital heat, and 
I deſtroy my body; than too long abſtinence from 
I chis ſpiritual food will waſte and quite extinguiſh 
; che vigorous piety of my ſoul, and all its reſolutions 
15 of living well. 
al || I am ſenſible of, and heartily bewail, a fatal 
| tendency to evil; and my experience, from m 
yery infancy, ſhews me, how ſtrongly I incline 
th. to ſin, and fall from bad to worſe, except a re- 
I nedy from above recover me from this indiſpo- 
ſtion, and ſuccour and ſupport me from plunging 
into hell. This holy Sacramefit is that remedy. 
fart calls back my wandring ſteps, prevents my fal- 
Jof lng by relapſe or neglect, and ſtrengthens me in 
ſnd race and goodneſs, And if, even in my ſtudied 
and moſt laboured devotions, I am ſo often cold, 
lo lukewarm at the beſt; how frozen ſhould 1 
be, how inſenſible and dead, were theſe helps laid 
aide, and no ſuch application uſed to warm and 
* me? Though therefore my life be not 
0 perfect as I could deſire; and though I am 


- andfÞ ways in a fit diſpoſition to communicate; 2 
rtake l. ſhall be my care, at ſolemn and proper ſea- 
1. ſons, not to loſe the benefit of theſe holy myſ- 


eries, or ever to refuſe my own ” as... 
7 a.» Me . nd wet «YH 
7 . _— -* this 


* 


- 


* 
N 


* 2 9 * 
Jv _— N 18 . „ 
2 r TO, WE Fine "POE n 


Able, how charming a husband, does ſuch a pious 
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this the ſovereign balm of wounded conſciences; 
the great preſervative of decaying ſouls, the chear- 
ing comfort of the faithful, and the true conſola- 
tion of ſuch as mourn their preſent ſtate of ba- 
niſhment, and groan earneſtly for a releaſe from 
the afflictions and infirmities of thoſe mortal bo- 
dies, to which thy providence hath, for a time, 
__ confined them. And the oftner they thus remem- 
ber their God, the greater is that affliction, and 
humble devotion,” with which they court and em- 
' brace their beloved Spouſe and Lord. 
But oh! how amazing is thy love? And what 
is man whom thou condeſcendef to viſit, when 
the great God, the Creator of the world, and Fa- 
ther of the ſpirits of all fleſh; does not diſdain to 
deſcend into a poor ſoul, and fill the hungry wretch 
with all his fatneſs? Happy is that man, whe is 
thus honoured, and anfooatuble the joy, with 
which his heart overflows ! How glorious a Maſter, 
how agreeable a gueſt, how pleaſant a companion, 
how faithful a friend, how beautiful, how honour- 


foul entertain and embrace? Let heaven and earth, 
and all their boaſted excellencies, keep ſilence be- 
fore him; for if I have my Jeſus, I have all. For 
F havehim;- from whom all other things derive 
their excellence; and their borrowed precarious 
perfections can yield no joy, can give no happinels, : 
without this great original. They in themſelves 

are nothing, they are no more than what he made 
them; and he alone is more, incomparably more 
and better, than all that ever was, or could be. 


made. 


BY CH atk 
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CHae. V. 
The Pleaſures of Devout Communion. 
( Diſciple. ) 


Re vent me, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, my 
LokD and my GoD, with the bleſſings and 
grace of thy Holy Spirit; that thy ſervant may 
aſte thy ſweetneſs, and approach this precious 
feaſt, with ſuch reverence, and zeal, and fervent 
devotion, as thou wilt be pleaſed to accept. O vi- 
it me with thy ſalvation, and rouze me from ſpi- 
ritual floth and ſlumber ; that I may now vigorouſ- 
ly apply myſelf, to draw and drink the living wa- 
ter, contain'd in this fountain which is open for fin 
and for uncleanneſs. Enlighten the eyes of my 
mind, that + may ſee the wondrous things which 
are exhibited in this thy inſtitution ; and ſtrengthen 


Iny faith, that I may firmly and without ſcruple 


believe and expect thoſe operations, which my rea- 
ſon is not able to account for. And why, indeed, 


be. ſhould 1 make any difficulty to believe, what I 


cannot comprehend or trace the dark fosgſteps of; 
when I conſider, that it is not the act of nge tee» 
ble man, but the work of an 3 God ; not 
an invention or project of human reaſon, but the 
inſtitution and promiſe of him, who worketh all 
things according to the wiſe and wonderful coun- 
ſel of his own unbounded will? To fathom, theſe 


epchs to the bottom were an attempt impractiea- 


ble, even to the refined underſtanding of an angel. 
Well then may poor ſhort - ſighted man turn giddy 
it the fight of this abyſs, and confels the well too 
deep, and the line too ſhort, Such and no better 
g 1 
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is the condition of the moſt exalted ſaints; how 
then can I, the feebleſt even of men, vile ſinful 
duſt and aſhes, hope to diſcover, by my- moſt 1n- 
duſtrious fearch the inſcrutable depths of theſe hea- 
venly myſteries ? 

Inſtead therefore of curious reaſoning and unpro- 
. fitable diſputes, I will approach with fingleneſs of 
heart, with firm and holy hope, with an undoubt- 
ing faith and profound reverence. Whatever the 
vanity of worldly wiſdom may ſuggeſt to the con- 
trary, I will not in the leaſt queſtion, but thou art 
preſent in the Sacrament, though I cannot ſatisfy 


every captious enquirer into the particular manner Nui 


of that preſence. Thy human and divine nature 
are inſeparable; thus much I know, and no more 
but this; that thou art ſo preſent as God, as not te 
contradict thy being man. Tis upon this account, 
that thou art pleaſed to command my receiving 
thee, and haſt engaged to make me one with thy- 
ſelf, by the ſtricteſt union of a holy love. Shed 
therefore, I beſeech thee, thy ſpecial grace into 


my heart, that I may diſſolve in this holy fire, andYji 


become entirely thine. Purge off my droſs, and 
let me no longer endure the allay of any ba ſer mix- 
tures. For this Sacrament is the pureſt, the no- 
bleſt refiner of ſouls, the health of the whole man, 
the reſtorative of ſpiritual decays, the cure of vice, 
the curb of paſſions, the antidote againſt troubles 


and temptations; the conveyer of greater grace, 


the increa'e of imperfect virtue; the anchor 0 
hope, the ſupport of our faith, and the mighty in 
centive of our charity. | | | 
Who is able to expreſs the manifold, the aſton 
Hhing benefits, which thou frequently beſtoweſt o 
thy beloved and religious ſervants, by communt* 
cating in this blefſed Supper? Even thou, my. © : 
©: PD | the 


God 
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che Cheriſher of my ſoul, the Repairer of my 
ful breaches that have been made by infirmity and {in, 
in and the Reſtorer of my inward comfort and peace. 
ca- By this thou ſuſtaineſt thy children under their ſor- 

row and affliction, and enableſt them to walk upon 
ro. the waves of a troubleſome world. By this thou 
of cheereſt their melancholy and diſtruſt, and raiſeſt 
be. Yup their ſinking ſpirits with aſſurance. By this 
he thou reneweſt their nature, and purifieſt their affec- 
on. tions; that they who came at firſt to this table, with 
art Igreat reluctance and heavineſs, feel a new warmth 
sfy within, and by degrees are brought to frequent it 
ner with pe reliſh and delight. Theſe happy 
ure and glorious effects thou produceſt, by ſuch uacom- 
ore mon, unlikely means, that men may find experi- 


te ſmentally their own infirmities; how little they are [ 
int, able to do of themſelves, and how muah, when 
ingſſtrengthened by-thee. That they are cold, inſen- 


2J-Ylble, ſtupid and dead to all religious duties, pro- 


nedfficceds from their "own diſpoſition ; that they are z⁊c a- 


ntoFlous in good works, chearful in thy ſervice, devout 
andſin thy worſhip, is purely thy gift. And ſure none 
andfcan come to this ſolemn feſfival with tolerable at- 
1x-Fftention, but he muſt return with ſome improvement. 
no- For who can lie at the fountain-head, and not re- 
an,lceive ſome tincture from the ſweetneſs of the 
ice, ſpring? Who can ſtand cloſe to the fire, and feel 
lesno heat? But thou art a fountain ever full, always 
ice, over flowing. Thou art the fire, whoſe flames are 
oi conſtantly expanding themſelves, to kindle holy af- 
11 Ffeftions in all thoſe who are careful to approach, 
and put themſelves within the reach of their in- 
Wiluetice. Ee! 


this fpring, or to take my fill of its refreſhing 
ireams ; but yet, at leaſt, I will apply my mouth 
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Perhaps I am not worthy to drink at the head of 
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to ſome of its diſtant pipes, and ſpreading rills, to no 
catch a few of drops, as they ſlide by, that I be not I anc 
utterly barren, nor die with drought and thirſt, II anc 
may not be able to approach ſo near this flame, that I ane 
it ſhould refine and brighten me to a degree equal fff thi 
with the purity of a cherubim and ſeraphim; but I tak 
yet I will not deſpair of being ſo far cheriſhed and haf 
warmed by it, that my zeal may be exalted accord · ¶ im: 
ing to the brightneſs of human yirtues : And my] hat 
> an heart ſhall feel ſome glowings, if it do to 
not break out into a heavenly flame. Defe&s and ble 
' Infirmities, I know, I cannot be exempted from: ¶ fru 
But what is wanting, I entreat my merciful Jeſus I kin 
would ſupply. His kindneſs will undoubtedly the 
make all equitable allowances, and his wiſdom] gui 
knows where they are proper to be made. They bac 
may be forgiven and made up; and I, unworthy as hea 
am, may be accepted. But that unworthinelsſfi eve 
muſt not be made a pretence for detaining me from and 
this Sacrament. For ſure the moſt unworthy areſ thy 
comprehended, and they who ſee, and lament, that reti 
they are ſuch, can leaſt of all be excluded; when teſc 
he pronounces that general invitation, Come unto and 
me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I befe 
will refreſh you. and 

The oftener I deſcend. into my ſelf, the more 
J am convinced, that this deſcription exactly ſuits 

my ſtate. I tulfil the primitive ſentence pronounced 

upon fallen man, and labour in the ſweat of my 

face. The forrows of my heart perplex and diſtrad 

me, the burthen of my fins preſſes me down, the {up} 
multitude of my temptations are a continual tot 
ment and vexation, the variety ahd exorbitance o 
my corrupt affections entangle, confound, and over 
power my reaſon. And in the midſt of theſe cala 
mities and dangers, I have no fuccour, no defence 
. Til 
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no ſupporter or deliverer, but only thee, my God, 
and therefore into thy hands, my merciful Maker 
and Saviour, I commit my ſelf, and all my affairs; 
and beg, that thou wouldeſt keep that which I have 
thus entruſted to thy care, ſafe unto life eternal. O 
take me therefore into thy cuſtody; and, as thou 
haſt ordained thy Body and Blood to be the food of 
immortality; ſo grant, I beſeech thee, that I may 
have its proper _ upon my ſoul in particular, 
to the glory of thy Name, and the honour of fo 

bleſſed an inſtitution. And that no neglect or un- 
fruitfulneſs of mine may interrupt or obſtru& its 
kindly and powerful operations; Grant, I entreat 
thee, my God and Saviour, that I may never be 
guilty of ſuch diſreſpect, as wilfully to turn my 
back upon thy table; but may earneſtly long for, 
heartily rejoice in, and diligently comply with, 
every opportunity of receiving this mighty bleſſings 
and may ſo frequent, and ſo improve under this 
thy gracious diſpenſation; that I may conſtantly 
return, with greater care and zeal, more ſettled 
reſolutions, more irreconcileable hatred againſt fin, - 
and more fervent love for God and goodneſs, than 
before. So indeed ſhall I approach nearer to thee, 
and each Sacrament prove a freſh advance toward 


heaven. So ſhall my ſoul be filled with the trea- 


© {ures of thy mercy, the delights of thy ſecret ones, 
and the raviſhing foretaſtes of that bliſs, which 


ſhall be always growing, till it be conſummated 
and loft in that eternal feaſt above, the Marriage- 


f lupper of the Lamb in thy Kingdom. Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CH Af. VI. tio 


The Dignity of the Sacrament, and miniſteria! lin 
Function. the 


| (Chrift.) hl 
Y Son, if thou ſeeſt the table richly furn- We 
iſhed, and art deſirous to feaſt upon theſe Nonl. 
celeſtial dainties, let that deſire be duly tempered Ito x 
with reverence and holy fear. For, be affured, Wire: 
that if thou hadſt the purity of an angel, or the Itbe 
mortified piety of John the Baptiſt, yet even then and 
thou could'ſt not deſerve ſo divine a bleſſing, but tre: 
ought'ſt to acknowledge it a mighty favour and Þ Vi 
condeſcenſion, that thau art admitted to receive; able 
and taſte, or even to touch this bleſſed Sacrament, Nawe! 
That man ſhould conſecrate thoſe elements, and by Ichy 
pronouncing a ſet form of words introduce a new fora: 
efficacy, and give them a myſtical power, which it Alm 
is not in the power of nature to provide them with; vo. 
that the perſons preſent ſhould eat the bread of an- 
gels, and be filled with heavenly food, by virtue 
of ſuch conſecration; theſe are not the effects of any 
extraordinary merit, in them who ſanctify, or in 
thoſe who receive thoſe creatures of bread and wine, 
but the pure and ſole effect of divine mercy and 
grace. The greatneſs of the myſtery does indeed 
magnify the prieſtly office; and men ought to pay 
a more than ordinary reſpect to thoſe perſons, whom 
God hath honoured with a privilege, not imparted 
to the very angels themſelves. For they, who are 
regularly ordained in the Church, are the only per 
«ſons acting by his commiſſion ; they uſe the form 
| : 27 
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appointed by Chriſt himſelf, and have a conſtant 
mighty effect attending upon their due adminiſtra- 
tion. But ſtill our thoughts and wonder muſt not 
terminate in them, as if by their own power and ho- 
lineſs they could work ſuch mighty things. For 
they are only inſtruments; and therefore we muſt 
carry our meditations higher, even to God himſelf, 
for he is the firſt and principal cauſe, he the invi- 
ible worker of this miracle of mercy. It is his 
n- Word, which made, and governs all things, that 
ſe only can command material and common elements 
ed Ito produce ſpiritual and extraordinary effects, and 
d, Iſtrengthen and refreſh the ſouls of the faithful, by 
he the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; at the ſame time, 
en and with as certain operation, as their bodies are 
ut trengthened and refreſhed by the bread and wine. 
nd Y When therefore thou approacheſt the ſacramental 
ve; Mable, reſt not in the teſtimony of thy ſenſes, nor 
nt, well upon the outward and vifible ſgns; but let 
by Ichy faith carry thee on to re inward and ſpiritual 
ew ſorace, and exerciſe it ſelf in contemplating the 
1 it Almighty Power of God. And thou, to whom the 
th; ſÞvoking this Power, and its efficacious preſence, is 
an- committed, be careful that thou do it with awful 
reverence and godly fear: Conſider whoſe miniſter 
hou art, and what a glorious character thou haſt 
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in Neceived by the impoſition of the biſhop's hands. 
ne, For thou art ordained a prieſt for noble and reli- 
and ious purpoſes. The excellence of thy office con- 


liſts, ig giving thy Maſter's family their portion of 
dea ein due manner and ſeaſon. Be faithful 

leu ie in the execution of this important truſt; 
ed in it with a fervent and exemplary devo- 
on, and let it be thy firſt care, to offer up thyſelf, 
N unreprovable ſacrifice to God. Do net ima- 

ve any part of thy privilege to conſiſt, in an ex- 


emption 


-- 
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emption from the duties incumbent upon commonly: 
Chriſtians. Alas! thy burden is not leſs but greater, Ini 
thy temptations more and fiercer, thy danger more Nur. 
imminent, for being thus diſtinguiſhed. For, itilcbe 
will be expected, that the ſanctity of thy manners, Ii , 
the ſeverity of thy virtue, the conqueſt of thy paſ-· In. 

fions, the perfection of thy holinels, the fer veney brit 
and zeal of thy devotion, ſhould diſtinguiſh thee, 
as viſibly, as eminently, as thy garb and thy pro- 
feſſion do. That thou ſhould'it be cloath'd and ad- 
orn'd with that righteouſneſs, that innocence, that 
gravity, of which thy robe 1s a ſignificant emblem; par. 
and, as thou art become a leader, thou ſhould'ſt 
.likewiſe be an example to the flock. For the con 
verſation of ſuch perſons ſhould be no longer con © 
formable to the cuſtoms and corrupt examples of 
the world, but conformed to the angels in heaven 
or to the ſaints that excel in virtue upon earth. 

” When thou entreſt into the holy place, and there A 
putteſt on the garments of thy function, conſidei 
what thou art going about, and what an eminer 
office thou haſt obtained ; no leſs than to be the re 
preſentative of the Great High-prieſt in heayen, anc 
to miniſter in his ſtead unto his people. Firlt 
therefore, with all humilicy, bewail thy own unf 
worthineſs, and confeſs thy own fins. Then with : 
moſt extenſive charity, and tender compaſſion, be 
moan, and intercede for the ſins of others. Conli 
der thy ſelf as a Mediator between God and tran nznde 
greſſors; to offer up their prayers, confeſligns, an 
thankſgivings to him; and to hand down hid 
and bleſſing to them. And be not ſloth 
thoughtlels, careleſs or cold in this affair; Wot 
is of the utmoſt importance, and requires thy mo! 
diligent attention, thy mott earneſt importuniq 
thy moſt indefatigable perſeverance; - neyer ws - 
5 | | -  - ADat6« 
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abated, till thou haſt gained thy point, and pre- 
er, Wrailed for mercy and grace, by thoſe unweared 
reflureſtlings with God. But, when thou celebrateſt 
liche holy Supper, remember, thou art employed in 
78, Ja work, which all heaven and earth are concerned 
al- Hin. A work, which, when performed as it ought, 
cyFbrings honour to God, joy to the bleſſed angels, 
ee, ledincation to the Church of Chriſt, converſion to 
hnners, peace to wounded conſciences, comfort to 
the afflicted, ſtrength to the feeble, and to thy ſelf 
bundance of grace, and an exceeding great re- 
Nrard. 


* — » — 


en SR orig CHAP. VII. | 
A Preparatory Exerciſe before the Sacrament. 


en 2 5 ( Diſc iple. ) | 

Ehold, Lord, with thy wonted mercy, the 
doubts and confùſions of my troubled heart. 
for, when I look up to heaven, and conſider the 
Majeſty” of my great, my holy Ga; and from 
Wience.turn my eyes back upon my ſelſ and view 
y own vileneſs and horrible finfalneſs; 1 am all 
erplexity, and diſtraction and horror. Thou com- 
eſt me to come; and 13 or neglect to 


Imply-with that gracious i tion, I reject my 
vn mercy, and deprive my Telf of life and happi- 
Wels. But if I come unworthily, I am equally mi- 
Fable ; and ſhall be puniſhed for the high indigni- 
o/ bringing ſo polluted a gueft, to 19 pure and 
avenly.a feaſt. What Courſe then ſhall I take to 
lafe, when danger __ 1 threaten on either 


nit 
OO U 
ate 


OE 
* 


band? 


* 
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hand? I will even fly to thee, my God; and inſteag co 
of conſulting with fleſh and blood, or liſtening toſ en 
the deceitful inſinuations of my too raſh, or too ti 
morous reaſon, will ask counſel of thee, my infal de 


lible and only oracle in diſtreſſes. dy 


Inſtruct me, I befeech thee; in the right way, fel 
and lead me in ſuch methods of holy preparation thi 
as may be proper and ſuitable to ſo exalted an ad A 
of religion. I know that theſe approaches to thee,ſ * 
in the bleſſed Sacrament, are exceeding beneficiall of 
and delightful; but make me know withal, inf Pr 
what manner thou muſt be approached, to rendei ©9 
that, which in itſelf is defirable, ſafe and profitably ©? 
to me in particular. Give me, I pray thee, a du *8 
Tenſe of the greatneſs of the myſtery, and the e Ar 
cellence of thy mercy in it; and, conſequent to that C 
fill my ſoul with pure and holy affections, wit Po 
earneſt longings, with godly ſorrow, with ſincer if 
and ſtedfaſt reſolutions, with profound revererq "© 
and fervent deyotion ; that my heart may be a cleaq ret 
though homely manſion for my Saviour, ſuch as by © 
will not diſdain; and I ſo well-diſpoſed a gueſt al + 
this Divine Feaſt, this Spiritual Sacrifice, that tho © 
may'ſt bid me welcome to thy table, and the too lire 
I receive i nay nourih me up to happineſs ar the 
life et men,. ; _—_ 

14 . ow 4 * | * * ha! 
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- Of Sele Examination, and Purpoſe of Amenament ax 
<LI C NET. * 
again 40 GROSS . . ing 
ABove all keepings, keep thy heart; and, wheth © 


8 . . bo E N U 
miniſter or private Chriſtian, be very care! 5 f 
i n 


0 


chat, at thy coming to my holy table, thy deo 
88 8 1 | | C 
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conſiſt not in outward geſture, and pomp and ſhew 
only. I am not to be impoſed upon with ſuch emp- 
ty formalities, but require a ſincere, humble, and 
devout mind; a mind low and proſtrate as thy Bo- 
dy, a ſtedfaſt faith and pure intention, and un- 
feigned zeal for God's honour. Therefore, before 
thou preſume to approach, examine well, how thou 
art qualified. Search every corner of thy conſcience, 
and do thy utmoſt to purge and caſt out all remains 
of the old leaven. Let no fin, enrepented of, re- 
proach thee ; no luſt unmortified divide thy aftec- 
tions, and pre vent thy free and abſolute-reſignation 
to my will. Conceive a juſt hatred and indignation 
againſt all thy fins in general ; and for thoſe, which 
are either too groſs to be overlooked, or too habi- 
tual to be forgotten, expreſs a particular and pra- 
portionable reſentment of ſorrow and ſhame. And, 
if thou have time, at leiſure look well into the ir- 
regularities of all thy paſſions, and, in thy private 
retirements, make a full confeſſion to them, be- 
tween God and thy own ſoul, 2 
Recollect and bewail the unhappy prevalence of 
worldly and carnal affections; every exorbitant de- 
lire, every ungoverned paſſion. Take notire, how 
the motions of evil concupiſcence abound and do- 
mineer ; how negligent thou art in thy outward be- 


naviour, and the general tenor of thy conyerſation; 


hoi eaſily thou art deluded by vanity ; how vehe- 
ly diſpoſed to the gratifications of appetite and 
ſenſe; how careleſs and ſtupid in the momentous 


concerns of thy ſoul ; how apt to let thyſelf looſe to 


laughter and extravagant mirth, and how exceed- 
ing backward to mourn for thy fins with' a fincere, 
laying, and neceſſary contrition 3 how eagerly thou 


purſueſt the pleaſures and advantages of the body, 


anc} how heayy and ſlothful thou art in the exerciſes 
Hh h2 of 


F * 8 
tl 
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of mortification and godly zeal; how mighty cu. 
rious and inquiſitive after news and trifles, and pree. 
dy to be entertained with every pomp and beauty 
that can pleaſe thy fight; but how careleſs and 
backward, how full of diſregard and diſdain, to 
things of leſs gay appearance, but of true inward 


worth, and mighty conſequence to thy better ſtate; 
how greedy of gain; how ſparing in thy alms; 


how tenacious of this world's goods; how inconſi- 
derate in thy diſcourſe, how childiſh and trifling, 
| how wicked or obſcene ; how laviſh and profuſe; 
and what a torment it is to ſet a guard before thy 
mouth, and keep the door of thy lips; Pl. clxi. how 
affected or extravagant in thy behaviour, how ea- 
ger in thy actions, how inordinate in thy appetites; 
but how ſlow and deaf to the Word of God; how 
unattentive in hearing, and how inflexible to be 
perſuaded by what thou haft heard ; how inclinable 
to xeſt and eaſe, and how averſe to labour and ne- 
ceſſary care; how wakeful and attentive at plays, 
or halls, and how drowſy and lifeleſs in prayer and 
Holy duties; how impatient till they are done; and 
how full of wandering and impertinent thoughts, 
while they are in doing; how eaſily diverted from 
thy ſtated hours of deyotion ; how lukewarm in re- 
ceiving the bleſſed Sacrament ; how unſettled in thy 
mind at the very time of communicating, and hoy 
barren and unprofitable afterwards; how ſoon pre- 
voked to anger upon every trifling miſcarriage, 
and yet how apt to glye offence to others ; how 
ne to judge, and too ſeverely to cenſure thy 


and hard conſtructions: How inſolent and immode- 
2 es of exalted with good fortune, and how feeble 
and dejected under every croſs and diſappointment 


Howl 


ure 
rethren ; how ſtiff and poſitive 1n thoſe judgments - 


— 
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- How full of good intentions, and how few of thoſe 
2-H intentions have any good effect. | 
vl Theſe, and many other defects, of which each 
d man's own conſcience can beſt inform him, it is 
thy duty very ſtrictly to examine into; to bewail 
ſeriouſly, to confeſs with the profoundeſt humili- 
ty, and with firm purpoſe of amendment for the 
time to come. When this is done, then, with- 
out any ſecret reſerve to thy own inclinations, re- 
ſign thyſelf up entirely to God, to be governed 
by him, and offer to the glory of his Name % 
ſoul and body, a holy, living and reaſonable ſacri- 
fice. Thus ſhalt thou come to me worthily, and 
receive my myſtical Body to thy infinite advan 
tage. b | 
Far there is no other ſatisfaction in man's power 
to make for his great indignities, and manifold 
provocations againſt the Majeſty on high; no ob- 
lation more acceptable than that of a 
contrite, a pure and upright heart, offered to God 
in this Sacrament. He deſires nothing but thy- 
ſelf, and he deſires this, not for his, but for th 
own ſake. He who brings it, need not in the 
leaſt doubt acceptance; for God never deſpiſes gr 
ejects a true penitent, but embraces returning 
prodigals, with the tenderneſs of a Father; and 
grants them pardon for the paſt, and grace for 
the future. His Word, nay, his Oath is paſſed. 
And he who cannot lie may furely be depended 
upon. - As live, ſaith the Lord, I have no plea- 
ſure in the death of a ſinner; but rather that he 
ould be converted and live; Enck, xviii. and at 
What time ſoever the wicked man turneth away from 


that which ts lawful and right, be fhall ſave his 
(out alive; repent thergfare, and turn your ſelues 


Ws wickedneſs which he bath committed, and doth- 


roken and © 


fron 


% 
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From all your tranſgreſſions, and ſo iniquity ſhall | 
not be your ruin. For I will be merciful to your i t 
unrighteouſneſs, and your fins and your iniquities ! 
will I remember no more, Heb. viii. I 

WI OTE | | 

t 
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Of Cbriſt's Oblation; your Refignation. Pe 

| th 


n (brit.) 45 
DDL Ehold, and take example by me. I hung ar 
| upon the croſs, with a naked body, and} di 
ſtretch'd-out arms, and, in this manner, offered tri 
 . myſelf to my Father for thy fin. There was nof coi 
art of me but what was given in atonement, to 
appeaſe the wrath of thy juſtly incenſed Judge, 
And thou in like manner muſt think it thy du- Th 
ty, freely and entirely to give up thyſelf, a clean /or, 
and holy ſacrifice. Every power, every affection ple. 
of ſoul muſt be conſecrated to me, in the blel- 
ſed Sacrament. What doth the Lord require o 
| thee, but to conſult thy own intereſt, and 5 ook th 
ſelf, by conveying over thyſelf to me? Whateve! 
elſe thou dedicateſt to my ſervice, is of no va 
lue, no conſideration with me; for, I ſeek 10 
r FF. 
As all the world beſides would fail of procui 
ing thy happineſs and ſatisfaction, if deprived off  +/.. 
me 71 all thy wealth and gifts ſet apart for m 
nſe, can never be well - pleaſing in my fight, u i 
leſs with them thou giveſt thy own ſelf. M :. 
whole perſon was ſacrificed for thy redempeg bag 
| | _—_ TY 
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either of my natures ſingle had been inſufficient 
to propitiate for thy ſins; my whole Body and 
Blood is ſet upon my table for thy entertain- 
ment; and what can be the meaning of all this, 
but that I ſhould be entirely thine, and thou en- 
tirely mine? But, if thou art not ſincere in this 
- © oblation, if it be made with any Proviſo's and 
exceptions ; the offering is not perfect, the ſacri- 
fice is maimed, deſective in its parts; and the 
union, which ſhould follow upon it, muſt be pro- 
portionably lame and imperfect. The firſt thing 
therefore to be taken care of, is the liberal and 
full reſignation of thy perſon. This muſt recom- 
mend and ſanctify all thy other acts of religion; 
ng and, till thou art releaſed ſrom the bondage of 
nd divided affections, thou canſt not attain grace and 
red true liberty. Hence it is, and upon no other ac- 
no] count, that, of ſo many profeſſors, and ſeeming- 
toff ly good Chriſtians, ſo very few ſtand faſt. in the 
liberty with which Chriſt hath made them free. 


— 1 — 


e. 3 4 * 
q The condition is fixed and irreverſible, If. a man 
eau forſare not at all that he hath, be cannot be my diſci- 


ple. Luke xiv. And therefore, if thou deſire to 


10 

je be found in this happy number, enter my courts 
of with a free-will offering, and conſecrate every in- 
thy clination, every, faculty of thy ſoul. Have no 


love, no, deſires, but mine. Submit thyſelf wholly 
to my. holy will and Eee and ſludy to ſerve me 
truly in holineſs and rig! teauſs neſs all the days, in all 


the actions of thy life. 
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Fas a 
en Af of Self-reſignation. 
'T is very meet, right, and my bounden duty, 

that I ſhould do whatever thowrequireſt of me: 
or this, O Lord, is but to give thee of thy own. 

Heaven and earth are thine, and all that is therein. 

I defire with finglenefs of heart, to dedicate myſelf 

to thee, never to retralt the gift, but to continue 

thine for ever. Accept me erte entirely de- 
voted to thy ſervice from this day forward, a facri- 
fice of praife and perpetual thankſgiving. I call 
thoſe bleſſed ſpirits to witneſs, who, tho? inviſible 
to human eyes; conftantly affift at our folemn acts 
of religious worſhip : Hutzibly beſeeching thee, 
chat the oblation of thy dear Son's bleſſed Body 
and Blood, repreſented in this Sacrament, may be 
effectual for the ſalvation of me, and of all thy 

r | 

I offer ro thee; Lord, my manifold fins and tranſ- 

greſſions, my corrupt inclinations and vicious ha- 

bits, which from my infancy even until now, have 
fo grievouſly provoked thy wrath and juſt indigna- 

tion, to be a Whole burnt- ſacrifice. Slay them, O 

Lord, before thy altar, and conſume them in 

the fire of thy love that not the leaſt ſpot of 

guilt may remain behind. Purge my conſcience 

e their ſtain, and blot them out of the book of 

thy remembrance. Reſtore to me thy grace, which 

y fins and wilful negleQs have fo often forfeited. 

Give me the comfort of thy help again, and eftabli/s 

me with thy free, thy renewing Spirit ; Pſ. EY 

| , | ying 
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having ſealed a full pardon for what is paſt, receive 
me to thy fatherly embraces, and aſſure me of thy 
affection, by a kiſs of reconciliation and peace. 

What fatisfaftion can I make for injuries and 
bold affronts which I offered to thy righteous laws, 
but that alone of humble confeſſion, deep forrow, 
nd hearty prayers, for thy acceptance of thy ſon's 
atononement ? I do moſt ſincerely and heartily be- 
Fail and deteſt all my wickedneſſes, and, by thy 
grace will never be guilty of the like any more. I 


be do, and will to the laft moment of my life grieve 
16 Por theſe follies ; and am defirous, by my future be- 
de Paviour, to teſtify the truth of my repentance, and 


ake the beſt reparation I am able, for the ſcandal 
| have formerly given. O Lord, pardon ; O Lord, 
forgive; defer not for thy own ſake, O my God; 
dur let thy mercy be glorifted in ſparing the foul 
ff thy ſervant, whom thou haſt redeemed with 
by moſt precious Blood. Behold, I commit my- 
ſelf wholly to thy mercy, and yield my ſpirit into 
y Hands. O deal with me according to thy 
Seat _ and not after my fins and grieyous 
nickednels, X | 


To thee I humbly offer all in me that is good. 


. 6 8 
A very poor imperfect offering, I with ſhame con- 
fes ir; bat, worthleſs as it is, yet beſeech thee to 


accept it. Supply my defects, ſanctify and exalt 
bat is debaſed with infirmity or impure mixtures; 
idain not my ſincere, tho? weak endeavours; en- 
ile me daily to do better; and at length raiſe this 
lochful, unprofitable creature, to ſuch degrees of 


of irtue and ſucceſsful activity, as may, by the more 
+ | ligent uſe of thy grace, end in a happy and glo- 
d. Nous 8 * 8 

5 I alſo offer up to thee the prayers and good 


vines of all chat have interceded for me, or deſir- 
Nums. XIX. R ed 


7 
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ed my interceſlions for them: The neceſſities and — 


diſtreſſes for my friends and relations, and all that 
have done good to me, or others, for thy ſake; en- 
treating thee, that thou would'ſt aſſiſt them by thy 
grace, comfort them in their troubles, protect them 
in all dangers, deliver them from puniſhment and] 
death eternal; and ſo reſcue them from evil, that 
they may magnify thy good providence, and with 
grateful heart 7 Re} in thy mercy. 

Is a more eſpecial manner, accept, I humbly 
beſeech thee, my hearty prayers, and peace-offer 
ings, for all, 1 have wronged me in word o 
deed, who have given me any diſturbance by ill 
treatment, ſlander'd or reviled me with ill lan 
guage, or cauſed me any manner of uneaſineſs, o 
angry reſentment. And likewiſe, for all, whom 
have injured, grieved, or offended, by word o 
deed, knowingly or ignorantly, with, or withou 
deſign; intreating thy forgiveneſs for all that hat 
been done, or taken amiſs on either fide. Take 
away, thou who lovedſt and gaveſt thy own lik 
for thy enemies, all rancour and malice, all grudge 
and revengeful thoughts, all paſſionate remembran 
ces and diſpoſitions to ſtrife and debate, all tha 
may be inconſiſtent with true charity, or tend f( 
the decay of brotherly love. Have mercy, Lorc 
on all, who ſue for mercy ; ſupply the neceſſitie 
of all that want; and grant us all ſuch meaſures 
thy grace, and ſo conſtant, perſeverance in it, tha 
we may grow up to ſuch degrees, as this mort 
"Nate is capable of here, and may receive our perfet 
conſummation and bliſs, both in body and foul, ! 
- ,bhy eternal and everlaſting glory. * 


CH 
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CHAP. XI. 
The Sin and Danger of Abſenting from the 
Lord's & upper. 


( Chriſt. ) 
T is by no means ſufficient, that men do once. 
or very rarely, come to this holy Sacrament ; 
but, as their occaſions and neceſſities are many and 
frequent, ſo ſhould their care in ſeeking ſupplies 
be. The paſſions of the ſoul are daily in com- 
motion, and its diſeaſes and evil habits get ground 
Wy their malignant ſpreading quality. The temp- 
ations of the devil are ſeldom 1ntermitted ; or, if 
they be, 'tis only out of a wicked deſign, that even 
woſe intervals of quiet may contribute the more eſ- 
iiectually to men's deſtruction. And if this be, as 
Yoolt certainly it is thy caſe, conſider zhen, how ur- 
gent thy wants are, and how frequent thy returns 
ought to be to this Fountain of Divine Grace; that 
here thou mayeſt drink living Water, and quench 
the raging thirſt of thy ſoul ; that here thou mayꝰſt 
receive balm into thy wounds, and apply proper 
remedies to thy many indiſpoſitions; that thou 
may*lt grow more wiſe and cautious by ſuch recol- 
tions, more clearly underſtand thy own ſtate, by 
Mitoſe examinations, which prepare thee for my 
Table; and, by repeating this ſacred Feaſt, be 
irengthngd againft the aſſaults of the enemy, and be 
more upon thy guard againſt his fubtle inſinuatione, 
And one of his inſinuations it certainly is, to hinder” 
And draw men off from frequent communion; & 
ing very ſenſible how great and happy advan ? 

"0 3212 >> _— 
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| tages they reap by doing fo; and, that this 1s the 
very beſt courſe they can poſſibly take of ſecuring 
themſelves, and defeating his malicious endeavours 
to debauch and deſtroy their ſouls. 5 
For this reaſon, Chriſtians are not to think it 
ſtrange, if they find the devil then more eſpecially 
buſy, when they ſet themſelves, with more than 
| uſual . earneſtneſs, to the preparation for, or the 
exerciſe of, the moſt ſolemn and exalted acts of re- 
ligion. For this wicked ſpirit, as the hiſtory off w! 
Fob intimates, Job i. is always induſtrious to min- thi 
gc himſelf with the ſons of God, when they appear pl 
before their heavenly Father. He contrives then tb 
to 15 them great diſturbance, to damp their joys, an 
and break their holy purpoſes, by ſuggeſting many co: 
fears, and diſtracting their minds AR unneceſſary ha 
ſcruples. He terrifies them with eating and drinł - the 
ing their un damnation, and keeps them back by dr: 
miſtaken notions of their unworthineſs and danger. dif 


If he can either thus prevail, for a total neglect off the 


this Sacrament, or contrive, that they ſhall come ing 
full of doubt, and diſſatisfaction, he gains his point. the 
But be not ignorant of his devices; inſtruct thyſelf rec 
rightly in thy duty, and wherein unworthineſs does wh 
truly conſiſt ; that nothing but want of ſincerity, andi ſo. 
true reverence, - can work thee any danger; and mit 
then deſpiſe his vain attempts to diſcompoſe andi neſ 
undo all thy good intentions. Retort his wicked]ſj of 
craft back upon his own head, by being more wil 
watchful, more careful, more reſolved; but by no tho 
means neglect this duty, nor ſuffer thyſelf to be di- 
verted from that communion, which is the ſove- {elf 
- xeign antidote, the beſt preſervative againſt fin and pen 
temptation. + | * : 
If he endeavours to diſguiſe his deviliſh arts, 
under the ſpecious colour of caution and humilio, 


, 
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and want of more perfect devotion ; lay aſide thy 
unprofitable and diſquieting anxieties, and a 755 

for ſuccour and advice to ſome godly paſtor. 

his prudence dirett thy doubting ſteps, and unbo- 

ſom thy felf freely to him; that, by confeſſing thy 
ſins, and opening thy caſe to the Phyſician af 0 
thou may ſt receive the benefit of ghoſtly counſel, 
and the comfort of abſolution. Know, that no ſin 
can hurt thee, or render thee an unworthy receiver, 


when once confets'd, and ſeriouſly repented of; and- 


that, When this is done, all thy doubts and per- 
ple xities cannot hinder the Grace of God, nor chegł 


thy improvement in piety and devotion. Let nor 


any common trouble or affliction hinder thee from 
coming to thy Lord for relief; but make the greater 
haſte to reconcile thyſelf to God, and purge away - 
thoſe offences, which may have provoked, and 
drawn down the afflition upon thee, - Let not any 
difference between thee and thy brethren 3 
thee; for there is a ſhort and ready way of remov- 
ing this obſtruction, thy forgiving and praying for. © 
thoſe who have rien or wronged thee; and by 
reconciling thy 
whom thou haſt offended. And, if they {till be 
ſo obſtinate, as not to be reconciled upon a due ſub- 
miſſion; yet conſider, their perverſeneſs and wicked- 
neſs ought to be no hindrance to the performance 
of thy duty, Thou haſt done thy part, and Gd 
will be ſure to forgive, and accept thy perſen, 
though męn ſhould prove inexor able. 
What benefit can a man poſſibly propoſe to him 


ſelf from delaying the duty of examination and re- 


elf, and asking pardon of thoſe,” 


pentance, and forbearing to come to the holy Come = 
munion ? Without doubt, when one is diſeaſedg® 7 
the greateſt wiſdom, is to get well again as ſoon a 

poſlbly he : Ta, ln anhO 
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charge the venom immediately. Thus will the ce 
cure , eaſier, more ſpeedy, and more ſucceſsful. ve 
For every delay adds to the diſtemper, and gathers vc 
freſh and more obſtinate matter. If you neglect the I m 
prefent opportunity upon one pretence, another ve 
and more prevailing may intervene, and deprive |} to 
ou of the next. And thus, by degrees, you will ce 
e'wrought upon to excuſe thyſelf again and again, hin 
and by longer abſtinence become leis fit, as well as or 
more unwilling, to return to your duty. What- in 
ever burthen then you find upon your mind, get I all 
rid of it betimes; do not indulge your ſloth and I of 
backwardneſs a moment; for there never can come || lu 
any good of prolonging your cares and troubles, ſo 
and making the common hindrances of worldly bu- | th 
= fineſsa reaſon for neglecting your great, your eter- or 
nal intereſt, This is moſt evident, and experience | hi 
= will prove the truth of it when it is too late; that, J ing 
the longer you defer communicating, the leſs you mt 
will find your ſelf diſpoſed to it; and a ſtrange in- pr. 
difference and diſregard for holy exerciſes will in- me 
ſenſibly creep upon your mind, and get a mighty | gl« 
head. But, which is a moſt lamentable thing to mi 
conſider, many looſe and diffolute, nay, many |} ing 
thoughtleſs and lukewarm people, allow them» aft 
ſelves in this indifference ; and induſtriouſly ſeek ¶ ſuc 
pretences to delay their repentance and approaches ¶ anc 
to the Lord's Table, merely to avoid, as they ima- ] 
=. gine;the neceflityof parting with their darling luſts, hin 
and the keeping that ſtrict guard upon their con- tan 
duct, without which they muſt be undne to all I ly: 
eternity. MIKE, PW 343-18 +5749 
How cold, alas! is thoſe mens love for me? How 
=— Tccble their devotion, who can, upon ſuch frivolous 
peetences, diſpenſe with this ſo neceſſary a duty, ſo 
= glorious a. privilege, of cammunicating at — 
| 88 1. E! 
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ble? How happy, how eaſy to himſelf, how ac- 
ceptable, how dear to God is that man, whoſe con- 
verſation is ſo ſtrictly virtuous, whoſe conſcience ſo 
void of ſtain and reproach, that he could every day 
moſt chearfully, moſt ſafely, partake of this hea- 
venly feaſt, were the opportunities of doing it equal 
to his willingneſs, and might his zeal eſcape the 
cenſure of a needleſs oſtentation? For, no man is 
immediately to be condemned, who does, not ſeek, 
or embrace every poſſible occaſion of communicat- 
ing. There may be ſome reaſons for abſenting very 
allowable, and others even commendable. If out 
of deep humility, and awful reverence, or as a vo- 
luntary puniſhment inflicted upon a man's ſelf for 
ſome grieyous relapſe, he impoſe this penance, and 
therefore treads to come: The reſpect paid to the 
ordinance, or the holy indignation conceived againſt 
himſelf, may be better accepted, and more becom- 
ing than receiving in ſuch circumſtances. _ But this 
muſt not be ſo far indulged, that long diſuſe ſhould 
produce indifference and diſregard for the ,Sacra- 
ment. For, if once the ſoul degenerate into he- 
gle& and ſpiritual ſloth, all poſſible endeayours 
muſt be uſed to awaken it; not in the leaſt doubt- 
ng, but that God will be ever preſent with the 
aſſiſtances of his Grace, and ſeoond thy care with 
ſucceſs, proportionable to thy vigour and diligence, 
and the ſincerity of thy good intentions. 
But one thing muſt be obſerv'd, that when the 
hindrances to communicating are real, and impor- 
tant, and neceſſary ; not trifling excuſes induſtriout- - 
Jy ſought, or readily laid hold on, to cover impiety _ 
and negligence ; the perſon ſo detained is preſent in 
with and inclination, though not in actual atten- 
dance. And then the benefit of the Sacrament, and 
all che ſaving effects of it, are as fully ene 
. - ki 
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Bim, as his appearance in the congregation, and 
the elements themſelves could have yield him. For 
tis 4 great miſtake to imagine, that good men re-; 
deive not the advantages of Chriſt's Body and Blood, || © * 
except juſt at the time when they receive the out- 
Ward and viſible figns of them. Every day, every ; 
Hour furniſhes opportunities of communicating ſpi- S 
| mitually; and a man thus compoſed can never be Tr 
© efurprized, never find any difficulty to comply with we 
nanny occafion of doing it publickly. For, an inno- 
* + cent life, and a devout mind, are a conſtant prepa- * 
ration. But, when the uſual ſeaſons return, and 13 
eſpecially the ſolemn feſtivals, wherein the great 'F 
and glorious myſteries of the Chriſtian religion are mer 
commemorated; then fuch a perſon will think it - 
bis duty to join with the publick aſſemblies, in this J- 
tublimeft inſtance of piety and thankſgiving ; he 0d 
will approach with a heart ful of affection and re- 
verence; and eſteem this homage due, not only to 
| Himſelf for the comforts and advantages he may ex- dus 
pelt from it, but more peculiarly to me, for the vn 
nour and tribute of praiſe, by which my Name 
and mercies ought to be thus magnified, and my 
Name exalted among ment And this is a fruit Þ-— 
Which can only redound to be my open and vifible 
acts of worſhip. Whereas the other of private im- 
Provement and myſtical Communion with Chriſt, F 
is attained in ſecret, and conſtantly follows upon 7 
every religious meditation concerning my incarna- 
tion, and ſufferings, or any other of the myſterious 
Works, by which the redemption of mankind was 
' compleated, and the pious affections of Chriſtians 
are cheriſhed and inflamed. - + _ a 
They, who reſerve themſelves for the feaſts of 
the Church only, and are not careful to put their 
ſouls in a due poſture for receiving, except 1 9 
— - © - | when 
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when ſuch ſolemnities call them to it, are ſeldom 

vr never prepared as they ought to be. That man 

is a truly ſecure and happy man, who makes it his 

frequent practice, and conſtantly offers up himſelf 

a ſacrifice to his God. In the act of communicat- 

ing, keep rule and order, and let not thy haſte or 

I impatience, the length of thy private devotions, or 

: any other ſingularity of thy own fancy, give diſ- 
turbance to the common uſages and ceremonies of 

the congregation, whereof thou art a member. For 

1 Ibe aſſured of this, that, even in this part of wor- _ 

ſhip, where zeal and devotion are moſt acceptable nl 


ingredients, yet theſe very qualifications, when iu- 

» dulged out of ſeaſon and meaſure, loſe all their va- 

s Ilue; and are not half ſo pleaſing in the fight of 

e od, as unaftefted modeſty, and an humble decent 
compliance with the eſtabliſh'd orders and ulages 

© ff che Church, and th ience of others; who 

o lof the Church, and the convenience of others; whw 


ought not to be diſturbed, or incommoded, forthe 


de Þumorous or peculiar ways of any private perſon . 
whatſoever. : | 2 

ne z 
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9h The Body of Chrift, and the holy Scriptures, 

* Bech neceſſary to a pious Soul. 


( Diſcipe.) 7) ___ __——” 
Sweeteſt, deareſt Jeſus! Who can conceiys” 
or expreſs the charms, the tranſports of tha ü 
ul, which feaſts with thee at thy Table; that * 
able, where no common food is placed, but the; 
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| Divine Entertainment of thy. own Body and Blood? 


An Entertainment exquiſitely delicious, above all 


that the tongue can expreſs, or thoughts imagine! 
What ſatisfaction ſhould we take to come into thy 
tabernacle, and fall low on our knees before thy 
footſtool, to open wide our hearts for the Refreſh- 
ments of thy Houſe, and, with Mary Magdalene, 
to waſh thy holy feet with tears of love? Bur 
where, alas! is thy devotion to be found ? Where 


are thoſe eyes overflowing with pious ſorrow ? Or, © 


if that forrow be ſwallow'd up in joy, yet ought 
we not even thus to approach thee with dry eyes, 
but tears of joy ſhould trieckle down apace, when 
we conſider our mighty privilege, and the happi 
nels of being admitted to thy! hleſſed preſence, and 
made partakers of the bliſs of angels. For, as the 
really behold thy face in glory, Jo am I firmly per 
 Juaded that I ſhall ſee and receive thee, in the myſ 
tical elements; tho' covered there under a different 
form, and ſhrouded in a veil of bread and wine. 
Jadore thy goodneſs, which thus conde ſcends tc 
the infirmities of human nature, and in much com 
Paſſion is pleaſed, under theſe ſenſible repreſenta 
tions of thy Body and Blood, to hide that glorious 
Majeſty, whoſe native luſtre. is too piercing bright 
for me, or any created being, to behold in its full 
| ſtrength. But tho' my eyes cannot ſee thee as thou 
art.; yet here, I know, I have thee moſt effectual 
ly: And do therefore moſt humbly adore that Di 
vinity on earth, before which angels proſtrate them 
, felves in heaven. I do it indeed through a glals 
and I gaze only with the eyes of faith; 1 Cor. x11 
but they are permitted to do it ace to face, and i 
$now-even as they are knoum. And, tho' this glab 
be obſcure and dim, yet it is ſuch as I ought to be 
Grisfied with, ſince mortality admits of r N bet 
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ter; nor can I attain any higher perfection, till the 


day of everlaſting life dawn, and the thick ſhadows. 


of figures are ſcattered by its brightneſs. When 
that which is perfect ſhall come, then will all uſe 
for Sacraments be diſcontinued, and for ever ceaſe. 
For theſe are remedies and expedients. fitted only 
to a ſtate of frailty and imperfection, ſuch as the 
Bleſſed above have no occaſion for. They are in 


endleſs and unſpotted perfection, and ever rejoicing 


in the beams of thy glorious preſence. They ſee 


thee as thou art, and are transformed into the ex- 
taſte the. 


cellencies they ſee. 1 Fohn iii. They 
Word made Fleſh, not in the ſymbols of his human 
nature, but in the native charms of his divine; as 
he was the Word of God from all eternity, and ſhall 
continue ſo to be for ever. | 


When theſe ideas, ſo full of wonder, employ my | 
thought, I not only feel a generous contempt of 


worldly comforts, but am induced to entertain but æ 
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ſmall value for thoſe ſpiritual and better conſol- 
tions, which thy Grace at | png diffuſes tbhrougg 


my ſoul. And all befides ſeem mean and deſpica- 
ble, ſo long as I am debarred the ſight of my-love 
and Lord. Thou knoweſt the ſecrets of my heart, 
and wilt bear teſtimony to the ſincerity of thoſe pro- 
feſſions I make; when I declare, that nothing leſs 
than God,' whom I moſt earneſtly long for ever to 
contemplate, can ſatisfy and fill the impatient de- 


lires of my enlarged ſoul. But this, I am ſenſible, 
is a blefling, not to be obtained in this ſtate of 


mortality, and therefore I will ſet myſelf with 


patience to wait the time appointed for it. Thus 
did thy ſaints of old, who now partake of the joys 


and kingdom of thy Lord, Their faith was'viges 
tous, and their perſeveratice unſhaken and conſtant, 


their thirſtings eager, but their patience exemplary 1 
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and humble; till that coming of their Lord, which I tru 
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they thought long, at laſt releaſed, and exalted || yei 


them. My hope, my faith, are now the ſame, F 
which, theirs were then; and, I am perſuaded, my |} the 
joy and crown, ſhall, by thy grace and merey, be || tor 
one day the ſame too. Till that day come, I will ade 
tread in their ſteps, and ſupport myſelt by the con- ¶ the 
templation of their bright examples. Thy holy | tau 
Scriptures ſhall be my comfort: In them, as in a || tea, 
glaſs, I will examine and beautify my ſoul: And || Cre 
above all, thy bleſſed body and Blood ſhall be my I his 
_ ſpiritual ſuſtenance. Here will I ſeek for ſtrength I tea! 
againſt infirmities, here apply balm to my wounds, of « 
and phyſick to my ſpiritual diſeaſes, and hither fly but 
for refuge, in all my fears, and dangers, and temp- I pliſ 
tations. 185 G | 
Two things are evidently neceſſary to the pre- Þ luſt: 
ſervation of Nite, without which no miſery could be, ff the 
©. fo infupportable, as that of living here. The me- F ligh 
= lancholly confinement of this — of fleſh can on- ven, 
I be endured by the help of food and light. Thy adm 
= mercy hath not left us deſtitute of this proviſion ; The 
but * to thy holy Body for my refreſhment ¶ ceiv 
and ſuſtenance, and thy holy Word for @ lantern unto, ſ H 
Feet, and a light unto my paths. Pſal. cxix, To E whi 

ſe I owe, not my comfort alone, but even my I nini 
life itſelf. For the Word of God is the light of the this 
_ foul, and the Sacrament of his Death is = Bread, tion 
of Liſe. Theſe are the two Tables of the Chriſtian, Bderfi 
reſembling thoſe of the antient Fewiſb Church; Inl a 
where the Divine Treaſures are exhibited, and pre- Ffnite 
ſerved. The one, like that of the. ſhew-bread, 
- furniſhed moſt richly with the ſymbols of thy pre- 
eius Body; Heb. ix. the other, like the repoſitory 
of the Law, containing holy doctrines, preſcribing 
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2. Ppathing of corrupt communication, nothing inde- 
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true and ſaving faith, and leading us within the 
yell to the moſt holy place. © : 
All honour, and praiſe, and thanſgiving, be ta 
the bleſſed Jeſus, Light of eternal uncreated Light, 
for the Table of his heavenly doctrine, ſpread — 
adorned by the miniſtry of his inſpired fervantsz 
the prophets, apoſtles, and other holy writers, 
taught by himſelf, to the end that they might 
teach us. All glory and thanks be to the great 
Creator and merciful Redeemer of mankind, for 
his extenfive tender love, in preparing a plentiful 
teaſt for all the world. Not like that paſchal lamb 
of old, which was no more than a type and ſhadow, 
but the very ſubſtance of that ſhadow, the accom» 
pliſhment of that ty pe; even Chriſt our Paſſover 
ſacrificed for us, and exhibited to us. This Bread 
ſuſtains, this Cup chears and rejoices the hearts _ 
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the faithful. It fills them with the overflowing de- 
lights of Paradiſe, is a pledge and foretaſte of hea- 
ren, and, allowing for the difference of condition 
admits us into partnerſhip with angels themſelves 
The joy of both is the fame, tho? both cannot re- 
ceive-it in equal proportion. a 
How high and honourable is that function, tar 1 
which God hath permitted, nay enjoined ſome, ta ali 
miniſter in theſe holy things; to handle and delives ß 
this blefſed*Bread, and give each ſervant his por= 
tion of Life by and with it, to implore with won 
derful efficacy the divine bleſſing, and exalt natu- 
al and common things, to purpoſes and effects in- 
faitely exceeding all the powers of nature? How ]? 
clean ſhould thoſe hands, how pure thoſe lips, how. - 
chaſt and holy ſhould that body be, which ſo fre- 
quently, fo familiarly converſe with, and are united... 
o, the Author and Perfection of all Purity? Sure 


— 
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Eent, nothing vain or trifling, nothing but what 
may tend to 7 ought to proceed out of that 
mouth, which ſo often bleſſes, and conſecrates, and 
takes into it, the Sacrament of his dying Redeemer. 
How ſhould thoſe eyes be turned away from vanity, 
how immovably fixed upon heavenly objects, which 
ſiee their Lord's myſtical Body, and invite his pecu- 
har Preſence, ſo gently: Grohe upon the al- 
tar, by virtue of their being lifted up to the Throne 
of Grace, in benedictions and prayers which he 
Himſelf inſtituted WOVOE 20.091 
To men-of this profeffion under the Law, no 
doubt, that precept was in a more eſpecial manner 
Intended, Be ye holy, for I the Lord your God am 


4 ey. Levit. xix. But ſure the ſanctity and exem- 


plary lives of prieſts under the Goſpel ought as 
much to excel thoſe of the ſons of Aaron, as our 
miniſtration exceeds theirs in glory. And there- 
fore, O bleſſed God, grant thy Grace to all who 
are admitted to this holy Office ; and thou, who 
alone workeſt great marvels, exert thy Almighty 
Power, in enabling every ſuch perſon to ſerve at 
thine altar, with clean hands, and a pure heart, 
with a becoming zeal, and moying devotion ; ſuch 
as may not only ſuit their own character, but be a 
pattern and powerful incitement to the piety of 
others. And if we cannot, (as indeed we are ftil! 
but men, and in many things offend all) if we can- 

not miniſter in thy preſence in pure unblemiſhed 
innocence, or come not up to all thoſe eminent de- 
grees of perfection, which we might and ought: 
F et let at leaſt our deep and gotlly ſorrow expats 
Sur offences; and our reſolutions of entire reforma- 
tion, and more eminent piety and devotion for the 


1 25 a ; . . 21 2 
time to come, our unfeigned humility and charity 
unconfined, and labours indefatigable, make ſuch 

1 re- 
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— {| 7eparation, as thou wilt pleaſe graciouſly to accept 
at for the miſcarriages occaſioned by the fraud and 
at F malice of the devil, or by our own carnal will and 
nd che frailties and infirmities incident to our natures. - 
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. CHAT. XIII. 

hy A due Preparation neceſſary to the 5 
Communion. | KL 

no | . 

er i 

* (Cbrift.) 

m- Am a lover of holineſs, and I give what I 


as love. A pure heart 1s the thing I delight 
ur in, and this is the place of my reſt. Furniſh me 
re- thy largeſt room, and I will come and eat the 
ho | paſſover at thy houſe with my diſciples. Purge 
ho out thy old leaven, and dreſs up every corner of 
ty] thy heart; ſweep it clean from the world, and 
at eleanſe it from all the filth of thy fins ; if thou 
rt, | fincere)y deſire that I ſhould come and make my 
ch} abode with thee. Sit as a ſparrow alone upon the 
1 houſe-top, and mourn in thy cloſet for all th 
of . whereby thou haſt offended; ſo wi 

till I be with 'thee, and comfort thee, in the bitter- 
an- neſs of thy ſoul. Thy careful preparation will 
ied be the natural conſequence of thy {ſincerity and 
de: reſpect for me. For every lover provides his belt 
ht: ¶ appartment to entertain his friend, and beſt be- 
ateF loved; and, by his diligence to receive ſo agree- 
n · able a gueſt, expreſſes the reality and greatnels 
of his affection. | RES... 
But now withal, that when thou haſt done thy 
| - “ 


. 


* 


— 
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| utmoſt, that even whole years, beſtowed in pre- 

ration, cannot effect what in ſtrict juſtice is due 


4 


do me. That thou art admitted to my Table; 


and received kindly there, is owing, after all, 
not to thy own merit, but to my grace and mercy, 
which accepts thy weak endeavours, and paſſes by 
. thy fin and unworthineſs. If beggars, with their 


nakedneſs and ſores, have leave to fit and feaſt 


with ere 3 their duty is, with humility and 
thankfulneſs, to acknowledge the mighty, Bar 
Do then ho! een and do it in the beſt manner 
thou art able; do it diligently and heartily ; 
come not as by compulſion, but come willingly 
and gladly; come not for faſhion's ſake, but 
come with reverence, and godly fear, and fervent 
zeal. When thy Saviour condeſcends to viſit thee; 
refuſe: him not, nor turn thy back and flee from his 
Table. I have invited, 1 have commanded thee 


to come; let not thy infirmities diſcourage thee, 


for they are all perfectly known to me; and [ 
will xconfider and make allowances for them, and 
What is wanting in nature, ſhall be ſupplied by 


ce. | | 
When thou feeleſt thy heart burn with love 
and devotion, return thy thanks to God for kind- 
ling cheſe holy fires. I did it, not becauſe thou 
art worthy of ſuch grace, but becauſe I had com- 
| palkon on thy weakneſs and thy wants, When 
© - thou findeſt thyſelf cold and inſenſible in religi- 
ous duties, double thy diligence and thy prayers; 
lament: thy deadneſs, and continue knockings 
Aatth. vii. and xy. For if thou perſevere, | and 
It take no denial, thou ſhalt: not ask in vaing 
ut be fed, at leaſt with the crumbs that fall 


om thy Maſter's table. Thou ſtandeſt in need 
It is for. hy 


* b en e- 
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"of; me, but I haye nene of thee, 


* 


: Book IV. oF JESUS CHRtST:. BF: 
benefit, not my own, that I vouchſafe to meet thee 
e I at this Sacrament. Thou comeſt hither to be filled, 
and ſtrtngthened, and ſanctified, to return better 
, then thou cameſt, to receive increaſe of grace, to 
„be one with me, and dwell in me; and thoſe, who 
y come ſincerely diſpoſed to receive me, and amend 
ir their life, I will in no wiſe ſend empty away. Do 
it JF not then neglect thoſe precious opportunities; do 
d not abſent, or come careleſly ; but make me room 
r. in thy heart, and let it be a clean and fit reception 
er for ſo pure a gueſt, and he whom thou loveſt, will 
go home with thee to thy houſe. | 
ly But then obſerve, that there is the ſame neceſſit 
ut of care and watchfulneſs a/ter this Sacrament, as of 
nt I prayer and preparation before it. For a conſtant 
e, | virtuous life, and ſtrict guard over a man's ſelf, 
is are the beſt and moſt effectual preparation to every 
ee ¶ Sacrament, and the ſureſt means of obtaining more 
e, ¶ and greater degrees of grace. \A man, who pre- 9 
I JF ſently returns to the world, and gives himſelf a 
nd I looſe to the liberties and affections, the buſineſs 
by and the pleaſures of it, undoes what he hath taken ml 
395 to do before; and defeats the good effedts of © a 
is moſt ſolemn preparation. Be not fond of va- 1 
d- riety of company and diverſions; nor laviſh and un- 
ou wary in thy diſcourſe; but rather chuſe to retire in- 
t hy chamber, and converſe much with God in 
en ſolitude and filence. When thou haſt him, thou 
gi · I poſſeſſeſt a treaſure which nothing can deprive-thee '- 
rs; of. Jam worthy of thee all, and I expect thee all. 
g. Divide not thyſelf between me and the world, bur 
nd let me be thy love, thy joy, thy deſire- S h, 
ins thy Mee be hid with Chriſt in G0; Coloſ. il. ane? 
all tbo? thou canſt not live in thy ſelf, yer thou ſhacc nl 
ed lie in me; full of peace 4nd tranquility, far abu] m 
. —_ 
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the diſorderl y paſſions, and ruffling cares, of lentual 
and earthly-minded men. | 


* 
* 
- 2 


Bua I 


Te Union with Cbriſt is the Deſfre of 
* 4 @ devout Soul. 


— 


— 


„ 
Hear thy gracious words, my deareſt Lok p, 
and readily believe the inexpreſſible happineſs 


contained in them, whole fouls thy heavenly pre- 


ſence fills. But how, O! how ſhall I attain that 
bliſs? How ſhall I ſeek and find my God alone? 
how enlarge my heart to entertain thee, ſo as to 
exclude all other intruding gueſts? O] that no 
man, no creature might from henceforth find place 
in my affections and defires, ſo as to interrupt my 


EF converſation with thee! When ſhall I get looſe 


from company and care, and enjoy and talk with 
thee alone, in language free and kind, as that of 
deareſt friends; and ſoft and tender, ſweet and 
charming, as the unreſerved retirements and en- 
dearivg whiſpers of the moſt paſſionate lovers! 
This is my carneft with, this my conſtant prayer, 
that my heart may be knit entirely to thee ;, and, 
weaned from every earthly and ſenſual delight, 
learn to taſte heavenly and eternal joys, by fle- 
quent returns to thy holy Communion. Ah when, 


my God, ſhall I be wholly thine, regardleſs of my: 


elt, aud quite ſwallowed up in a Pil irg 
̃ 3 : 1 3 8 fp 55 * "mM 


E 


ſelf takes up his abode; and ſuſtains the heart that. 
8 L112 en- nl 


* 


- 
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Book V. 


luble union with Chriſt? Thou, Lord, in me, and. I 
in thee; John xvii. and thus may we continue for 
ever! ' "4:4 
Thou verily art my Beloved, my Choſen, the 
Chiefeſt among ten thouſand, the Friend of my bo- 
ſom, with whom alone I defire to dwell all the 
days of my life. Thou art my peace, and only 
comfort; without thee I find nothing but labour 
and ſorrow, vexation, and torment, and miſery in- 


ſupportable. Thou art a God that hideſt thy/elf ; 


thou doſt not deal thy bleſſings promiſcuouſly, but, 


with wiſe and juſt diſtinction, ſatisfy ing the humble 
and meek with the pleaſures of thy word, while 
thou concealeſt thy counſel from the wicked, and 
lea veſt them to groan and howl, in the anguith and 
horror of their guilty ſouls! O how great is thy 
bounty! how ſweet thy. mercy! who refreſheſt thy 
hungry fervants with the delicious Bread, which 
came down from heaven; that thy faithful children 


might eat thereof and not die. Surely there is no 


nation under heaven, which hath God ſo near to 
them, as the Lord our God is unto us, in all that we 


call upon him for. For he. healeth the broken in 


heart, Pſ. cxlii. he hath reſpect unto the lowly; Plal. 
exxxviii. he /ifteth the ſample out of the duſt, and 
raiſeth the needy from the dunghil, to ſet them with 


princes, Pſ. cxiii. to equal them with angels; nay, . 


to give them his fleſh for the ſatisfying their hunger, 


and, when they are thirſty, the wine of his Blood 


to drink. | 


thy to be mentioned with thoſe of the Chriſtian 


Church? What creature is there under heaven, 
Whoſe. excellence and happineſs is comparable to 


that of the pious and devout ſoul, where God him- 
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WM What ſociety of men can boaſt of privileges wor⸗- nll 


' - . Somely dwelling, for I moſt willingly, moſt 


_ the Imitation Book IV. 
entertains him, with his own glorious Body? 0 
grace unſpeakable! O conde ſcenſion moſt amazing 
O love unmealſurable! Lord, what is man, that 
thou ſhould*ſt thus viſit him? Or what returns can 
he make unto God. for theſe ineſtimable benefits? 
Alas! I have no return to make, but a poor worth- 
Jeſs heart. And this is yet a farther inſtance of 
thy condeſcending goodneſs, that thou expeQeſt no 
other teſtimony of gratitude, but myſelf, and my 
ſincere affection. Thus haſt thou made our duty 
our greateſt happineſs: For then ſhall my ſoul re- 
joice, and all that is within me leap for joy, when 
my heart is perfectly united to my God. Then 
"ſhalt thou lay, thou wilt be mine, I will live 
and dwell with thee for ever: And I with hum- 
ble joy reply, Diſdain not, Lord, this mean and 
thank- 
Fully embrace the offer. Lo, I am intirely thine, 
- from this moment, and, above all things, wiſh, and 
pray, that the intimacy and friendſbip thus contractt- 
ed, may continue firm and inviolable, that nothing 


. * 


part our perſons any more. 
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0 How plentiful is thy goodneſs, which;thou ha 


| aid 4. for them that fear thee ! Pſal. xxx1- 


Wben I refle& with what ardent picty, with what 


af 


— 
1 _— 


% 


may abate our love and the delights of it, or ever 


„ 
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affectionate devotion, with what a feryent zeal thy 
ſaints approach this heavenly Supper; I am quite 
overwhelmed with ſhame and confufion, conſcious 
of my own, but lukewarm at the beſt, and too often 
perfectly ſtupid and frozen heart; with what indif | 
terence and goodneſs I approach thy myſteries, and 
how unaffected with thy mercies, how , unprofitable 
under the gracious diſpenſation, I return. What a 
reproach 1s it, that my heart ſhould not be wholly 
inflamed with the exceſs of thy love; that I ſhould ' 
have ſo little ſenſe, ſo little apprehenſion, of my 
greateſt happineſs, no more hungrings and thirft- 
ings after it? But, notwithſtanding the moving ex- 
amples of many excellent perſons, that I ſhould 
ſtill continue void of all impreffions ;. fo ſhameful- 
ly unlike thoſe pious ſouls, whoſe zeal overflow'd 
in tears of joy, whoſe hearts, as well as mouths, 
drink plentifully at this Fountain of life, whole 
appetites were 10 ſtrong as never to be ſatisfied, 
till they had filled themſelves with thy bleſſed Bo+ 
dy, and fed liberally, and with a ſort of holy 


* 


luxury indulged, at the celeſtial Banquet. 


A faith fo ſtrong, ſo exalted, plainly confeſs d 


they felt thy gracious preſence; and, that their 
Lord was known to them, as heretofore to the diſ- 
ciples at Emmaus, in breaking of bread. Luke xxiv. 
The burning of their hearts within them was an un- 
doubted teſtimony. of it. But how far ſhort, alas! 
do I come of thy zeal and deyotion ? Look merct- 
tully, Lord, upon thy infirmities. And, af an 
equal portion of thy Grace be too great a favour for 

thy poor unworthy ſervant; yet grant me ſuch a 


degree, ſuch a ſenſe of thy goodneſs and ans 
2 


love, that I may be as ſincerely, if not ſo ſtrong | 
altefted with ic. If raptures and extafies of delight 
may not be my portion, yet deny me not 1mprove- 


* 
20 


. : 
. * 
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ment. But let my faith be ſtrengthened, my hope 
confirmed, my love ſo warmed with this Sacrament, 
that, after having once taſted this heavenly Manna, 


may never more defire the 0210s and gariicts of 


Ge nor in my heart turn back from ſo good a 


I know thy mercy and thy power, to which no- 
thing is impoſſible, nothing hard. I know thou 
canſt, and I hope, that, in thy own good time, 
thou wilt viſit me with abundant metres of thy 
Grace, and fulfill all my defire. This confidence 
I cheriſh, becauſe my very defires are wrought in 
me by thee. And it yields me ſome comfort, 
that, tho' I am ſenſible of my weakneſs and my 
wants, yet I long and pant after ſupplies and 
ftrength from thee ; that I do not reſt contented 
with my miſery, but labour, and pray againſt my 
. defetts, and would fain be better. And thus [ 

will continue to do, till thou remove and ſubdue 
my frailties, inſpire a bright and ardent zeal, 
and make me a happy pattaker, firſt of the vir- 
tuous diſpoſition of thy devouter ſaints, and then 
of their reward and happineſs. | 


* — PX 
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© Grace is the Effect of Humility and Self: denial. 


* 455 3 (Cbri.) cc 
Ilnce thy wiſhes are ſo commendable, and thy 
LJ: defires of Grace ſincere, I will inform thee, 
how, thou, ſhalt obtain it. Know then, this ble!: 
ſing is withheld upon certain conditions. It * 

F = e 
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prayer, with benefits, which yery important rea- 


Book LV. Een. 245 = 
be ſought inſtantly, asked - fervently, waited for " 
patiently, received thankfully, preſerved by hu- 
mility, 1mproved with diligence, and the time 
and meaſures of it entirely ſubmitted to the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of the heavenly Giyer, If 
thou perceiveſt few or no ſparks of it in thy 
mind, this is a proper ſubject to exerciſe thy 
meekneſs and godly ſorrow, but not to provoke 
deſpair, or immoderate concern. For, God fre- 
quently. gives that in an inſtant, and with a boun- 
tiful Hand, which men had long expected with- 
out ſucceſs: He gratifies their conſtancy and pa- 
tience, their importunity and perſeverance , in 


ſons moved him to deny to their firſt requeſts, 
for the petitioner's mighty advantage. Ae. 


Should mens earlieſt expectations be anſwered, ü 
or prevented, the mighty bleſſing would be tob al 
exquiſite for frail. nature to ſupport. And there- x 
fore holy raptures, and exalted virtue, are wilely 
made the. ſlow fruit of long time, and much'pa- 
tience. But, when thy. defires are not fulfilled, 
when thou findeſt no increaſe of Grace, or when 
the Grace thou once enjoyedſt is inſenſibly with- 
drawn; charge not God . fooliſhly, but lament 
thy own fins, as the occaſion of this unhappinels. 

A ſmall provocation may ſometimes be a bar to 
great advantages. Tho' nothing indeed ought to 
be accounted ſmall, which intercepts and hinders 

lo valuable bleſſings. But, whether it is little or 
great, let it be thy care to conquer and remove - 
this obſtruction. And then thy heart's defire ſhall . 
be accompliſhed. | | 3 1 5 
MWben once corrupt ſelf. love is ſubdued, ani 
thy ſoul entirely ſubmitted and reſigned to God. 
peace and ſatisfaction will flow in apace upon 
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th mind. For, nothing can be grievous or diſ- 
faſteful to one who hath renounced all intereſts of 
His own, and hath no inclinations or defires left, 
but only, that he may be made an inſtrument of 
God's glory, and have all the counſel of the divine 
Will, thick, is always beſt; fulfilled in and upon 
him. This man, ſo weaned from ſelfiſh reſpedts 
and alt temporal comforts, is in a proper pol- 
ture for receiving grace, and taſting the ſpiritual 
delights of contemplation and devotion. The veſ- 
Fel muſt be empty, before grace can be poured in; 
op himſelf, the more heavenly-minded, the more 
Telf-denying and humble; the ſwifter are the mo- 
tions of heavenly grace towards him, the more li- 
Heral are its diſtributions, the more ſenſible and de- 
Hghtful, and wonderful its comforts and effects upon 
EWE . 8 
I Then ſhall he behold the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord, then ſhall he feel his ſoul and all its powers 
_ Enlarged, and even ſtand amazed at the happy 
ange. Lo! Thus ſhall the man be bleſſed that 
yon and ſeeks the Lord with all his power, and ſut- 
Tereth not his heart to wander after vanity. This 
man ſhall receive the bleſſed Sacrament with wot- 
drous efficacy. He ſhall as truly be united to Chriſt 
In his ſoul, as the bread and wine, which repreſents 
Kin, are incorporated with the ſubſtance of his 
Body: And that, which inclines God to be fo 
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CHAp. XVII. 


A Prayer to Chrift, or Relief in ur 
; ſpiritual Diftreſſes. 


| ( Diſciple. ) 

Ear me, O ſweeteſt kindeſt Jeſus, whom I 

now approach, with moſt fincere and hearty 

deſires of receiving thee into my ſoul. But how 
can I expect, that thou wilt not deſpiſe a place ſo 
unfit to entertain thy pure, thy glorious Majeſty ? 
Thou knoweſt, Lord, my infirmities and my wants; 
how great my ſufferings, and how heinous my fins; 
how I am oppreſſed and afflifted, tempted and 


overpower'd ; diſorder'd with paſlion, and ftained - 


with pollution. To thee I fly for ſuccour againſt 
my infirmities, for phyſick againſt my diſeaſes, for 
ſupport under my calamities and diſtreſſes. I can- 
not diſſemble my condition, I have no occaſion to 


publiſh it, when I addreſs my ſelf to one who 


knows all things, to whom the ſecrets of my heart 


are naked and open; to him, who alone can give 


effectual relief to my ſorrows, and ſupply my cry- 


Ing neceſlities. Thy Wiſdom knows, when ſuccours 


are moſt ſeaſonable, and what is proper for my cls * 


cumſtances, and how very ſlender and low my ſtock 
of virtue is. * ; 


Behgld I ſtand before thee, a helpleſs creature ; 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, and 


weak, Rev. iii. imploring thy grace, or at leaſt 


lome ſmall portion of it, to this hungry ſtarying 


deggar. O let me not be-famiſh'd,. but revivs this 


lnking wretch, with ſome crumbs. of heavenly ſul+ 
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tenance. Let me not periſh with cold, but warm ll 


me with thy love; let me not fall into the pit, but 
enlighten my blind eyes with the rays of thy gra- 
cious preſence. Give me an abſolute difrelifh of 
worldly pleaſures, and render all here below inſi pid 
and bitter to me. Reconcile me to croſſes and af. 
fictions, by ſubmiſſion and ſteady patience; and 
leſſen every thing in this world, whether enjoyment 
or ſuffering, by teaching me to deſpiſe and forget 
it. Raiſe my inſenſible ſtupid heart up to heaven, 
and ſettle my affections there, that they may no 
longer wildly range after the trifling objects of fleth 
and ſenſe. 15 me from this time forward taſte 
delight in nothing but thee, nor ſpend my money and 


_ labour for that which is not bread ; Iſa. iv. for chou 
alone art Meat indeed, and Drink indeed; my love 


and joy, my delight and exceeding great reward, 
my perfect and only good. | , 
O that, now I am approaching the Throne of 
Grace, thou would'ſt command thy Divine Fire to 
deſcend from heaven into my foul! O that my fins 
and corrupt inclinations might be the burnt - offer. 
_ "ing conſumed by it! that it might flame, and burn, 
and melt me down, purge away all my droſs, and, 
dy the efficacy of its powerful heat, refine, and 


change, and incorporate me with thyſelf, Let me 


not, I pray thee, be ſent empty away: Let me not 
return hungry and thirſty from ſo plentiful an en- 
tertainment; but work in me mightily, and deal 
_ graciouſly with thy ſervant, as thou uſeſt to do un- 
to thoſe” that love thy Name. I hope to find a 
wondrous alteration, and.cannat'think it ſtrange, if 
I feel my benummed heart greatly warmed, when 
come to that fire, which ever burns without con- 


fuming; or, if I find an entire ſeparation of all my 


| worldly - and. grols affe tions, when dene 
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| heated with that love, whoſe excellence it is, to 
| 8 the heart by its powerful efficacy, and to en- 
li 


ghten blind underſtandings by the brightneſs of 
its flame. 


CH AP. XVIII. 
tn All of fervent Devotion. 


( Diſciple. ) 1 


accept thy poor unworthy, but ſincere ſer- 
vant, now proſtrating himſelf before thine altar, 
with a moſt devout zeal, and all the paſſionate 
and tender affections, of which my heart is capable, 
wiſhiog ſtill, that theſe pious deſires were greater 
and more worthy of thee, and that I might meet 


and embrace my Lord, with all that perfection 'of 


holineſs and eager joy, by which thy beſt and dear- 


eſt: ſaints recommended their prayers and praiſes, > 
and ſo eminently diſtinguiſned themſelves in the ccf 


lebration of this bleſſed Sacrament. O God? my 
love and live, my ſole and eternal bliſs; were but 


my power proportioned to my will, none of thoſe 
excellent patterns ever expreſs'd more awful reve- 
rence, more ardent devotion, more eager love, more 
humble gratitude, than at this time I am diſpoſed. 


and moſt earneſtly wiſh to expreſs. 7268 
I am ſenſible, O Lord, how far F am from being 


worthy to receive at thy Hand fuch plentiful eff: 


ſions of grace, ſuch ſingular marks of thy kindneſs, 


as enabled them to be ſo pious and exemplary . nl 
all their addreſſes to thee. But yet my heart, and 


6 


Ook favourably down, O Lord. and kindly | 
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all its afteQtions, ſuch as they are, I dedicate to 
thy ſervice. Whatever a devout mind can con- 
ceive or deſire, I offer in thy preſence, with all 
poſſible reſpect, with a ſincerity unfeigned, as if 
my zeal were much more bright and fervent. I 
do it without the leaſt reſerve ; all I have and am, 
is entirely thine, moſt freely conſecrated to thy ule, 
my God ard Lord, my Almighty Creator, and moſt 
merciful Redeemer. Take then a full poſſeſſion of 
one, who upon ſo many accounts is thy own. En- 
ter, and dwell, and reign in me abſolute, and for 
ever. Behold, I open my arms wide, to embrace 
my Lord and Spouſe. I defire at this time to 
receive thee into my heart, with the ſame humility 
and reverence, the ſame reſpectful gratitude. and 
love, the ſame faith and hope, and chaſte deſire, 
with which thy holy Mather received thee into her 
virgin womb ; when ſhe returned that pious anſwer 
to the angel, who brought the glad tidings of thy 
myſterious Incarnation, Beho/d the handmaid of the 
Lord, be it unto me according to thy word, Luke i. 

And, as thy ſervant, John Baptiſt, that greateſt 
among them that are born of women, Luke i. thy 
meſſenger ſent to prepare thy way before thee, felt 
the efficacious influence of the Divine Preſence, and 
confeſs'd it, by leaping in his mother's womb for 
joy; as be, aſcribing nothing to himſelf, did after- 
wards declare himſelf the Bridegrom's friend, whoſe 


joy was fill in hearing the Bridegroom's voice; 


John iii. ſo do I detire to offer myſelf, without any 
exception, or regard to private intereſt, and to re- 
Jotce and live in thee alone. May all the zeal and 
Taptures, the extaſies and heavenly viſions of the 
| ſaints ; may all their. virtues and their praiſes, may 
every creature in heaven and earth, may all thoſe 1 
bave ever prayed ſor, and all that pray for me, 

1.5 | by | con- 
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contribute to thy glory; and may thy Name be on- 
ly and ever magnified by all and each of them. 
Accept, O Lord, my hearty wiſhes and deſires 
of — and thankſgiving, as infinite as thy Majeſ- 
ty; for they are thine of rigbt, and mayeſt thou be 
worthily bleſſed by them. This is, and ſhall be, 
my daily hourly prayer. Nor will I think it ſut- 
ficient barely to wiſh and endeavour this, fingly and 
in my own perſon, but I do moſt ſeriouſly invite 
and conjure all the bleſſed ſpirits above, all thy 
faithful people upon earth, to join in this moſt juſt 
tribute of honour ; and, in full conſort and perfect 
harmony, tð publiſh thy praiſe and glory, in all 
times and places. | 
Come in, ye' nations and countries, all kindreds, 
and languages of the world, and bear your parts in 
ſinging forth the ſweet, the ſaving, the holy Name 
of jeſus. Raiſe your devotions, as high as human 
nature can go, for you never can go far enought. . 
And you devout diſciples of this bleſſed Maſter, as 
oft as you receive this holy Sacrament, be careful 
that you feverently adore this Myſtery of Love. 
And then be ſure with a moſt fervent faith, and 
univerſal charity, to beſeech this gracious Saviour, 
that the effect of his death may be as extenſive as 
the defign of it; that he who died for all, may be 
glorified in the ſalvation of all. And may thole 
lupplications be ſucceſsful in obtaining mercy, for 
yourſelyes, for every ſinner, and for me, the chief 
of ſingers. in particular. i 
And, when you return from this precious heaven- 
ly feaſt, full of grace and joy, remember then to 
look back with tender compaſſion upon your weaker 
brethren; and wiſh, that every contrite and afflict- 
ed ſoul may be admitted to partake of the like 


comiorts, may experience the ſame wonderful effi- 


And to perplex thy mind with intricate and endlels 


452 /e Imitatim Boot IV. B 
cacy from this myſterious Table; and let not me, 0 
the leaſt and moſt unworthy of your brethren, who ct 


want them molt of any, be denied a part in your | 8! 
. Charitable Interceſſions. yolks: 


C HAP. XIX. Ou 


Ahginſt curious Enquiries concerning this no 
7 Sacrament. tio 


"IF ( Chrift.) 7 * 
JF chou would'ſt preſerve thy faith incorrupt, I fer: 
and chy de votion free from diſtraction, content wil 
thyſelf with re verencing and admiring: theſe holy pec 
Miyſteries; and do not indulge a buſy curiofity, in] bei. 
FPreſumptuous and unprofitable enquiries concerning a 
them. For this is the way to damp a godly zeal, I Per 


doubts. Remember, it is the Glory , God to con- and 
cen aithing, Proverb. xxv. 2. and his ſupereminent men 
Wiſdom: and Power procures- itſelf juſt veneration, Natta! 
by doing more than man is able to comprehend. Ivan 
do not mean by this to exact a blind obedience, 
hut expect, and commend the uſe of reaſon in the 
ſearch of Divine Truth. But upon condition, that 
it be always tempered with ſobriety and modeſty; 
with: teachableneſs, and a. due reſpect to: what 1Þor a 
myſelf: have revealed in my Word, and what myſto th 
Church hath faithfully delivered, in her doctrine 

and ex poſit ĩon upon it. 
Happy is that meeleneſs and poverty of ſpirieſbeſe 

vhich induſtriouſty avoid the rugged torny path, n 
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„che plain ſmooth way of duty, and practical reli- 
gion; which ſtudies God's commands, and labours 
co underſtand things within the reach of its capacity, 
without troubling itſelf about his doings and de- 
crees. Too many inſtances there are of darin 


of religion, have cavilled and argued themſel ves 
out of all religion. Theſe men miſtake their bu- 
ſineſs. For the thing required of a Chriſtian, is 
not penetration, and ſubtilty of wit, nice diſtine- 
tion, or ſublime notions ; but victorious faith, and 
an upright holy life ; ſobriety, and temperance, 


and chaſtity, juſtice and charity, piety and deyos 


tion. How oft is reaſon puzzled, even in mat- 
pt, || ters relating to creatures inferior to thyſelf? And 
ent will not this reflection controul, and cure, an ex- 


oly || pectation ſo extravagant and abſurd, as that of 


in being able by the mere ſtrength of reaſon to give 
ing a clear account of things above thee; nay,. of 
ea), perfectly underſtanding thy great, they infinite 
lefs Creator himſelf ? Submit thy reaſon to revelation; 
gon-Nand let humility, and deference to God, recum- 
nem mend thy faith ; and then, though thou canſt not 


ion, l attain 2/4 knowledge, 1 thou ſhalt be ſure not to 


3, I want any that is neceſſary and profitable for thee.” 
nce, | Many men are greatly diffatisfied-in their minds, 
thel with doubts concerning the nature of true faith, and 
thatſ diff culties which ariſe concerning my preſence in 
the Sacrament. Theſe doubts are not always ſinſul⸗ 
or always from themſelves; but frequently owing 


ous deſign. Be not therefore too anxious upon 


nachos nor employ thy thoughts upon the matter; nor 
0 | hold 


of controverſy and captious diſputes ; and walks in 


men, who, by preſuming to fathom the deepthings 


dthe temptations of the devil, and are by him ins 
wuſtriouſly ſcattered, with wicked artifice, and mas 


pi rie deſe occaſions. Trouble not thyſelf to argue nice- 
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454 4 Of the Imitation Book IV. 
hold thyſelf obliged to be able to anſwer every ca- 
vil, which he puts into thy head: But keep cloſe to 
Scripture, and do thy duty; and the enemy will 
ſoon retreat, when he finds thee that thou diſre- 
gardeſt his attempts. Think not theſe inward diſ- 
tractions a ſign that thou art forſaken of God. 
They are rather the contrary, and a certain mark 
of Grace. God ſuffers them to exerciſe thy pa- 
tience, to try thy conſtancy, to promote thy ſpiri- 
tual advantage. Wer't thou a reprobate, . thou 
would'ſt not thus be aſſaulted; for fuch the devil 
is ſure of already, and temptations are «thrown 
away upon them. They are the faithful, the ſin- 
cere, the deyout Chriitians, whom he teizes and 
torments; for, in ſo doing, he hopes to enlarge 
the number of his devotees, and to ſeduce thoſe 
who were not his before. 

Proceed then reſolutely and patiently in thy 
Chriſtian courſe, and ſtill frequent the Sacrament 
with ſtedfaſt faith, and humble reverence. What- 
ever thou findeſt there that exceeds thy underſtand- 
ing, put it to God's account; and leave him to make 
it good, , tho? thou canſt not conceive, how it ſhould 
be done. He will not deceive: thee ;- but they, who 
rely upon their own underſtandings, are ſure to de- 
cei ve themſelves. Remember, God hath ſaid, that 
be walks and dwells with the humble, and ſhews his 
ways to the meek; that be reveaPd himſelf to ba- 
bes, that he opens the eyes of the honeſt and ſin- 
cere; but conceals his grace and knowledge from 
the proud and wiſe in their own ſight. Reaſon 
(as is evident from experience), may both deceive 


and be deceived; for it is but human, and there -. 


fore faillible. But faith has God for its founda- 


tion, and cannot err; becauſe it depends upon y 


: 


" WWETS. n — | ; . 249 44% a Saad — 
Book IV. of JESUS CHRIST. 46 


who is truth itſelf, incapable of miſtaking, or of 
impoſing upon others. 

Tis therefore highly fit, and in matters of reli- 
ion abſolutely neceſſary, that theſe two principles 
ſhould keep their order, and reſpective ſtations ; 
and each contain itſelf within its proper ſphere, 
Faith (which ſuppoſes a revelation received and ac. 
knowledged) claims the higheſt place; and reaſon 
ought to keep her diſtance, to ſerve and follow afs 
ter, not to ſet bounds to, or aſſume, and encroach, 
and uſurp over the other. For faith and charit 
are the two pillars, upon which Chriſtianity ſtands 
theſe are the two governing principles of'a good 
man's opinions and actions. And their authority 
and influence are, in no one inſtance, more effica- 
cious, than in this of the bleſſed Sacrament. God 
is infinite and eternal, his power unbounded, and 
incomprehenſible. He does whatſoever pleaſeth bim 
in heaven and earth, and who can underſtand his 
council, or find out all his methods? If the works of 
God were ſuch, as human reaſon could eaſily pene- 
trate or comprehend, they would loſe great part of 
their glory. Our awe and veneration for their 
Author would ſoon abate, if his dealings and diſ- 
penſations were not above the power of our tongues 
to expreſs, and the utmoſt extent of our imagina- 
tions to Conceive. O that men wou/d therefore ' 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and confeſs the 
wonders that he hath done for the children of ment! 
Pl. cvii. For great and marvellous are thy works, 
0 Lord Ged Almighty! Rev. xiv. How unſearchs 
able are thy judgments, and thy ways paſt finding 
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ab 
= .. RAST-LEX 40M 
Tus holy Ordinance of the Lord's Supper was] thi 


appointed to commemorate the death and juflerings T 
of our dear Redeemer ; to ſtrengthen the believingf fo 
Joul againſt ſin and the temptations of the devil; to ſac 
corroborate: his graces, and build him up in faith, I di! 
hope, holineſs, and every Chriſtian virtue; here co 
he receives help and aſſiſtance to enable him, to en- 
counter and vanquiſh all his ſpiritual adverſaries; 

here the God of infinite juſtice reveals himſelf as 
a God pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin, and 
perfectly reconciled to him through the Merits o 

the Mediator Jeſus Chriſt ; here the bleſſed Jeſus 
difcovers bimſelf to the pious ſoul in all his amia- 
ble perfeCtions, as God, aſſuming the nature of ma 
in order to offer up an 8 acceptable ſacrifice 

| 


to divine juſtice for the fins of the world; thisff of 
brings to our remembrance the agonies and blood th, 
ſweat, the cruel ſcourgings and ignominious treat go 
ment, the inſults and re proaches, and all the dire Joy 
ful train of ſorrows, pains, and tortures, which our | 
dear Redeemer ſuffer'd on the croſs for our ſakes the 
to ſave us from the wrath of God, and thoſe ever the 
laſting torments that were the juſt demerits of ou is 


Ains-; bere heaven is, in a manner, open'd to ou bu 

view, and, by faith, we ſee the glorified FESUY py 
now fitting on the right Hand of his Father, mei le: 
diating and interceding for the acceptance of ou pg 

perſons, prayers, and ſervices, and offering th on 

merits of his own ſacrifice as a,ſufficient atonement] xit 

to Divine Juſtice for the breach we had made in th fe] 

Divine Laws. In this Sacrament the Holy Spin ſtr 

communicates his graces and ſacred influences to tht 
&otthy receiver, who, thereby, is raiſed above 1 
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things immortal, inviſible, eternal; to a myſte- 
rious union, and ineffable 1 Wich the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, the ever-bleſſed Trinity, 


Three Perſons and One God. A Myſtery too deep 
for the ſhort line of human reaſon to fathom, too 


ſacred and divine to admit of captious conteſt and 
diſputes; and therefore to be ador d. in frlent wonder, 
contemplation, and the profoundeſt humility. _ 

O Bleſſed Jeſus, fill me with the Graces of th 

Holy Spirit, that when I approach this holy Ordi- 
nance, I may have an awful ſenſe of thy Preſence in 
it, of my own unworthinefs to.zppear before thee, 
and of thy gracious willingneſs to hold communion 
with me.. Strengthen my faith, that I may look 


through theſe periſhable elements of bread and 


wine, unto thee my crucified Saviour, whoſe fleſh 
was broken for me, on whom was laid the iniquity 


of us all. May my hopes of eternal happineſs through 


the Merits of my Saviour, be enliven'd and invi- 


gorated, ſo that the things of this world may no 
longer be in any eſteem with me ; in this hope may 
I chearfully bear the croſs of Chriſt, the frowns, 
the ſcoffs, and oppreſſions of wicked men, fince 
the happineſs I expect, and ſo earneſtly long for, 
is not 1n this world, nor the gift of men or angels, 
but thine, my dear Redeemer, which thou halt 
purchaſed with thy moſt precious Blood, and 1s re- 


ſerved for me in heaven, and ſhall be put into my 


poſſeſſion, ſo ſoon as I have fulfilled thy will here 


on earth. May I here receive an increaſe of cha- 


* 
ny ® 


rity and benevolent affections for my brethren and 


fellow Chriſtians. May J from hence receive 


ſtrength and aſliſtance againſt the power of ſin, 
the temptations of the devil, the violence and - 


1 irregularities of my own luſts and paſſions, the va- 
| Nnn2 
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89  _ Of the Initatin Book IV. 
nities and delufions of the world; here do thou 
ſeal the pardon of my ſins, and give me an afſur- 
ance of thy love; here may I find ſupplies of thy 


Grace, to enable nie to perſevere in every good 


work and Chriſtian duty, and walt with patience 


the time when thou wilt crown all my labours with 
the joys of thy immediate Preſence in thy everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom, Amen. | 


THUS are we brought to the Concluſion of this 
little Treatiſe, which was piouſiy intended by the 
worthy Author, for the Benefit of every fmcere Chriſ- 
tian. And that we may contribute all in our power 
to help forward the ſame religious deſign, we have 
added the following collection of Prayers and Medi- 
tations, which, tho* we cannot pretend are diftated 
in the ſame exalted ſpirit of devotion; yet as they 
are fincerely meant to promote the cauſe. of Religion 
and Piety, we humbly hope they will be kindly re- 
oc vd, us'd, and improv'd, as helps to the devout 
foal in its addreſſes to God, for which only they 
ate intended, 17 78 
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1 Lon Sickneſs in general, the Cauſe and 


ed Defign of it. 

ey Abe | oh Eg Ati! Mt 

on O ME, my ſoul, and let us reaſon to- 
e- ether, concerning the things that near» 
ut y affect us. This body, to which thou 
0 art united, flags and droops; the vigor 


of it is abated, its beauty withered and waſted; 
the well-knit limbs are become feeble, and with 
great difficulty ſuſtain their weight, or obey thy 
commands. They ſcarce perform any offices well; 
and when they do, it is with pantings and trem- 
blings, with wearineſs and faintneſs. They ſeem 
to groan and fink under their burden; and each 


member, which formerly uſed to ſerve thee, with 
wonderful chearfulneſs and activity, now calls for 
luccours from abroad, and is no longer able to ſap= | - ll 
port itſelf. This is ſuch a change, as not only 4x 
ſelt, but ought to be well conſidered too. B&S 
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460 Meditations and Prayers 
fions, as ſoon as the ſenſe of the ſtroke ceaſes. It 
is thy privilege and duty both, to reflect and pon- 
der in thy mind ; to call back things already paſt, 
and anticipate thoſe that are to come; and, as for 
ſuch as are actually preſent, to inform thyſelf of 
the cauſes and reaſons, the ends and uſes of them, 
as well as with the nature and quality of the things 
themſelves. All theſe are conſiderations proper to 
= a reaſoning ſoul, and the preſent occafion calls up- 
on thee for the exerciſe of them all. For thou canſt 
not be ſick, as becomes a man, and a Chriſtian, 
without enquiring, whence, and for what cauſe it 
is, that thou art ſo. The firſt and moſt neceſſary 
ſtep, both toward the patient ſuffering of the an- 
guiſh; and the ſucceſsful application of the reme- 
dies, is to learn the true original of our diſeaſe. 


II. Know then, and be aſſured, that what the 
Holy Ghoſt hath ſpoken concerning affliction in ge- 
neral, is in an eſpecial manner true concerning; this 
Particular branch of it, It c:meth not forth out of the 
dul, neither doth trouble ſpring out of the ground. 
Job. v. 6. Our ſelves indeed were taken thence, 
and nioulded into man. But this was not the effect 
of any natural cauſe: The God of nature, by his 
Almighty Power, commanded earth and aſhes into 
this beauteous and wonderful ſtructure of human 
body. And he alone, who created and formed it, 
commands it back into its native duſt again. Pe 
diſeaſe and decay, whether it be the effeck e acci- 
dent or time, whether what we commonly call 


Violent death and ſhortning, our days, or whether 


e depart: this life according to the courſe of 1% 
ture, and flower declinings of age; all are but !o 

many ſhocks, by which chisfleſhly tabernacle 1 
maken, or gradually moulders, and; by grow!" 
eib nn 5 


more 
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God? Is not Hat ſupreme Being, infinitely ml 
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more ruinous and uninhabitable, gives the ſoul 
warning to ſeek another dwelling. And theſe 
are all diſpoſed, by a moſt ſteady and particular 
providence; and, if traced up to their firſt origi- 
nal, have a cauſe as ſublime as the body itſelf hath. 
Nature indeed proceeds in a ſmooth and ſettled 
courſe; and fo the Hand that directs this engine is 
far diltant, and ſeldom obſerved ; but even nature 
itſelf is God's inſtrument, tho? the proceſs and the | 
long chain of cauſes be ſo intricate, and withal ſo 
familiar, and frequently alike, that the events re- 
ſulting from thence ceaſe to be marvellous in our 
eyes. A cold, or a ſurfeit ; a weak conſtitution, . 
or a foul blood; unwholſome diet, and bad hours; 
negle& of means and careleſneſs of our health; 
advice taken too late, or a medicine improper, or 
out of ſeaſon; theſe are what we generally charge 
our indiſpoſitions and our miſcarriages upon. And 
thus far we may ſay true; but if we carry our 
thoughts no higher, we ſtop a great deal too Toon. 
For it is eaſy to diſcern a Hand above, that di- 
rects and limits all theſe; that ſmites the ſtrong, 
and preſerves the tender; ſlays by the ſlighteſt a8 
cidents, and recovers from the moſt deſperate 
And this, in a manner moſt ſurprizing, ſueh as. 
no human art or skill could ever expect, or 
in the leaſt account for. i 
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chen thou haſt convinced thy ſelf, thaß the 
Fig od is in all theſe things; purſue this 
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thou ien ſoul) a little farther ; and ſee what ml 
a fair Wd wide ſcene of knowledge and heavenly 


wiſdom it will ſah open to thee. For what 18 
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who governs and diſpoſes this whole world, and 
all the creatures in it, after the council of his 
own will? He, with whom the lives of his ſer- 
vants are exceeding precious? In whoſe fight the 
hairs of our head are all numbred ? Without whoſe 
permiſſion not a ſparrow can fall to the ground, 
and in whoſe eſtimation the meaneſt of thoſe that 
are made after his own image, are of infinitely more 
value than many ſparrows? Remember, that ſuch 
is the Author of thy diſeaſe : And this ſingle conſi- 
deration will lead thee to ſuch conſequences, ſuch 
holy and ſeaſonable reflections as cannot, if duly 


attended, and carefully improved, but work in thee 


that frame and temper of mind, which beſt ſuits 
thy preſent circumſtances, and muſt needs diſpoſe 


thee to reap large and laſting advantages from them. 


For how canft thou conſider his power, and not 
dread the dire effects of an angry, or not reſt ſecure 
under the favour and protection of a reconciled God? 
Or how canſt thou contemplate his wiſdom, and 
and not be contented with his chuſings for thee? 
Or how think on his juftice, and not be more Zzea- 
* . Jouſly. concerned, to ſeek a pardon for thoſe fins, 

Which have provoked, and made thee an object of 
it? O how reflect on his goodneſs, and not be even 
thanktul under thy ſufferings ? For what is grievous 
to fleſh and blood, is yet ordained to excellent and 
bhbeayenly purpoſes, and it is out of very kindneſs 
that᷑ thou art thus afflicted: How canſt th ink 
upon his right of creation, without co bis 
bounty, in giving and continuing thy end 
all che comtorts of it? Or hw, laſtly, aer 
his preference of mankind e all the reſt of 
the creatures here below; Mut obſerving the 
| _ prerogative, wh1iolWenWrs men more va» 
le, that of a noble and L L ich the 
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others want; and fo cheriſhing the hope of immor- - 
tality, whereunto man only, of all here below, is 
appointed ? A hope, which aſſures us, we ſhall not 

- Þ periſh, but only be changed; and, in the midſt of 
, languiſhing and departing ſtruggles, can bear up 
- under, nay, can triumph over agonies and death 
G Itſelf, Here then will I fix my thoughts, I will 
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come before the Almighty with a ſong, and make 
my prayer unto the God of my life. 


HY MN. 


OD is the "ne" even God alone: He Filleth, 
and he maketh alive, he woundeth, and he Heal. 
Jeb. Deut. xxx11. 39. 
s Thou, Lord, haſ# power of life, and death: Thou 
ſcourgeſt, and ſheweſt mercy ; thou leadeft to the gates 
; of the grave, and bringeſt up again. 1 Sam. ii. 61 
p Wiſd. xvi. 13. Job. Kili. 2. 
It is he that holdeth our 2 in life; and fe fereth 
not our feet to flip. Pl. Ixvi. 
| And again, When we are * and brought low 3 
» I thro? fchneſs h any affiittion or ſorrow ; Pſ. vii. 
39, 40. 
2 T hoe he ſur us the evil intreated : yet belpeth be 
the meek out of miſery" or maketh all his bed in try 
d ſickneſs. Pl. xli. 3. | 
For it is neither herb, nor mollifying plaiſter, that 
K refloreth men to health ; but thy Word, O Lord, which 
5 BN ca/ctÞ all brings. Wiſd. XV1. 12. 
d W time is always in thy Hand; unto God the Lord 
belong the iſſues of life and death. Plal. xxxt. 17. | 
Ixviii. 20. 
All creatures wait upon thee : when thou opencſt ly 
Hand they are 725 with good. Pl. civ. 7. 
. a ende 4 forth oy 1 they are arc. | "A 
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ed; when: thou hideft thy face, they are troubled ; 
when thou takeſft away their breath, they dic, and are 
turned again to their duſt, Pl. civ. 28. 29. 30. 

J will ſing to the Lord as long as I live : I will 
Fraiſe my God, while I have my being. Pſ civ. 33. 

My meditation of. bim ſhall be ſweet : and my joy 
Hall be in the Lord. Pf. civ. 34. 

When thou ſaidſt, Seek ye my face: my heart ſaid 
unto me, Thy face, L 01d, will I ſeek. Pl. xxvii. 8. 

O hide not thou thy Face from me: nor caſt away 
thy ſervant in diſpleaſure. Pl. xxvii. 9. 

Thou haſt been my Helper: leave me not, neither 
Vor ſate me, O God of my ſalvation. Pl. xxvil. 10. 
Somme put their truſt in ſtrength of nature; and 

ſome in medicines: t I will remember the Name 
of the Lord our God. Pſ. xx. 7. | 

O put not your truſt (in Phyſicians, nor) in any 
child of man : fir there is no help in them. Pl. cxlvi. 2. 
3 But bleſſed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
belp and whoſe b pe is in the Lord his God, Plal. 

cxlvi. 4. | 

Save, Lord, and hear me, O King of Heaven, 
, "when I call upon thee. Pl. xx. 9, 


Glory be to the F ather, and to the Son, (56. 
As it was in the beginning, c. 


Dai 


; Almighty God, the Father of the * of 
all fleth, whoſe never failing Providence or- 

dereth all things both in heaven and earth: I de- 
ſire, with the profoundeſt humility and reverence, 
to proſtrate. both ſoul and body before thee, be. 
feeching thee to give me Grace, that I may beg 
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and admire thy works, in all thy diſpenſations to- 
wards myſelf and all mankind. [ acknowledge it 
is of thy bounty, that I ever had a being; and 
adore thy mercy and long-ſuffering for preſerving 
me thus long in the Land of the Living. My many 
days and years of health and comfort were of thy 
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pure gilt ; and the recoveries from former ſickneſſes, 
as well as the prevention of thoſe dangers and di- 
ſeaſes I never felt, are owing to thee alone. Man 
doth not live by bread and care, nor is relieved by 
medicines only, but hy the Word and Bleſſing, 
which Nees out of the Mouth of God. Grant ; 
me, I entreat thee, a ſtrong and due ſenſe of my « 
entire dependance upon thee, and grace to improve 3Y 
under, and behave myſelf in conformity to, that 
perſuaſion. That whether the means uſed for my 
caſe and relief ſucceed, I may aſcribe all the glory 
and thanks to thee alone: O whether thou thinkeft 
fit to deny them their intended effects, I may bum» 
ble myſelf under thy mighty Hand, and remember 
that thou, Lord, . haſt done it. Infpire me, I be» 
ſeech thee, with that true and heavenly Wiſdom, Mi 
which may inſtruct me todiſcern aright the reaſons, 
and enable me to anſwer the ends of this correction: 
and all other thy dealings with me, That I may 
hear the rod, and who hath appointed it; and, in 
all conditions, ſubmit myſelf entirely to thy good 
pleaſure, and glorify God in the day of viſitation, * ⁵⁶ü 
So ſhall this weakneſs of my body tend to the 1 
ſtrengthning of my virtues, and the health of my al 
foul; through the Merics of him who redeemed 
them both at the price of his own moſt precious T 
Blood; even thy Son and my ever Bleſſed Sayiohr, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, | * 
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MEDITATION IE. 


Of the Power of God, and the Dread of his An er, 
and Truſt in his Protection. 


J. Wet way foever we turn our eyes, 1nnu- 
| merable objects meet us, which all mani- 
Jeſt and preach to us the Almighty Power of God. 
The glorious fabrick of the univerſe, and every 
thing contained therein, nay even the meaneſt, and, 
in human eſteem, the moſt contemptible creature, 
proclaims aloud 'the Omnipotence of its Maker. 
And the good order, in which theſe are contained, 
does as much magnity his preſerving, as their exiſ- 
cence does his creating Power. But man needs not 
Jook abroad; he may find in himſelf ten thouſand 
arguments to demonſtrate this to himſelf. The cu- 
rious ſtructure of his Body, the excellencies of its 
Divine Inhabitant, the Soul, and the marvellous 
Amazing union, and mutual correſpondence of both 
theſe, could be the workmanſhip of nothing les 
than Omnipotence. This mixture of ſpirit and 
matter, of periſhing and immortal; the ſagacity of 
the one to influence and govern, the readineſs of the 
other to obey, and be acted upon; the ſprightlinels 
and vigor, or elſe the heavineſs and diſorder, and 
reciprocal diſabilities, which each of theſe convey 
to the other, are moſt certainly the Lord's doing, 
and ought to be marvellous in our eyes. Alas! 
ho ſhould man ſubſiſt one moment, even in the 


3 ſtate of his greateſt perfection, did not this great 
= —artificer watch over his own work, and conſtantly 
EF ſuſtain-it; did not he check and moderate that con- 


fit, which the warring elements of our body are 
„ con- 
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_ continually engaging in? But eſpecially, now that 
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the corruption of our nature, and the tranſgreſ- 


ſion of our firſt parent, hath brought death and 


diſeaſes upon us; there needs no freſh infliction. 
For, it God ſhould withdraw his reftraining Hand, 


the enemy 1s always ready to devour us, and we 


carry the ſeeds of torment and ruin about our 
own perſons. And God hath ſo decreed, that 
every man ſhall once fall by the ſtroke of death. 
A Decree, which, in our greateſt ſtrength, in the 


very bloom and beauty of youth, contrary to our 
own expectations, or the fears of our tendereſt 
friends, he ſometimes executes: To teach us, that 

our being is wholly precarious, that we have no- 


thing ſtable here, no title even to life itſclf; but 
are all concluded by a ſentence already pals'd. 
For all our days are no other than a reptieve; 
the prolonging whereof is an act of mere metcy, 
as the cutting it ſhort is free from the leaſt ſha- 
dow of injuſtice. God then cannot want means 
and opportunities for this. All nature is his; the 
malice of wicked men, the ſpight of our foes, the 


miſtaken kindneſs of our friends, the errors of our 


phyſicians, and the miſapplication of their medi- 
cines, are all directed and over- ruled to this end. 


The bumours of our bodies, the temper of the 


air, and every element indeed when he gives the 
word, turn executioners; or, in truth, if he but 


pleaſe to permit, the thing will do it ſelf. He 
burns us up by fevers, or drowns us in dropfies; : 


ſtrikes us dead in a moment by apoplexies,  bu- 
ries us alive by palſies, or waſtes us, by {ſow and 


imperceptible degrees, with lingering conſumptions. 


Thus, O my ſoul, thou ſeeſt how eaſily God can 
do theſe things, by a thouſand inſtances of thy 
friends and acquaintance gone before thee, and 
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by thy own yet more ſenſible experience, in this p 
worn and Ene body of thine. Thou fcel- e 
eſt now, that no fleſh is able to ſtand before God, h 
apd how quickly we are blaſted by the breath n 
of his diſpleaſure. That, to him alone belongs b 

ower and ſtrength, and to poor mortal man, no- et 


ing but wretchedneſs, and weakneſs, and vanity. el 

01 

II. Surely (my ſoul,) had theſe impreſſions been (| 1c 
freſh and ſtrong upon me heretofore, they would 0 


have checkt my wild career in fin, and prevented be 
many grievous and bold tranſgreſſions, which I have * 
Treaſon to fear, have provoked the Divine Majeſty, I tt 
to caſt me upon this bed of languiſhing. For do | cc 
we provoke the Lord to jealouſy? Are we ſtronger 
than he? Alas! my own condition hath taught me, 
boy preſumptuous and fool-hardy it is, not only ro e 
fight againſt God, but not to fear and ſtand in per- £ of 
petual awe of him: How fatal it is totrifle with this J th 
conſuming fire: And I cannot but wiſh from the to 
bottom of my ſoul, that I had better conſider'd this | bo 
8 long ago. For he is a terrible and a mighty th 
od; and, when he enters into controverſy with BY an 
- mankind, no fleſh can abide it. At leaſt, my foul, 
let us make that good uſe of this reflection now, to do 
be unfeignedly ſorry for what is paſt; and more I .I 
"cautious and obſeryant for the time to come. The an. 
flower is withered indeed, and hangs its feeble me 
head]; but it is not quite cut down. let us yet for 
humble our ſelves in his fear, and conſider, what a its 
3 155 more dreadful yengeance God hath in ſtore, for ma 
HhHardened and unrepenting ſinners, If the decays and tra 
pains of the body alone are ſo grievous, how ſhall | A 
= we bear the loſs of body and ſoul both? How ſhall inh 
we dwell with eyerlaſting burnings? If the rod of Þ blo 
8 "God; theſe comparatively light puniſhments, re- 17 
—— 5 ; pref ( 
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preſent to us the terrors of his angry juſtice z - who 
can bear the approach of that dreadful day, when 
he ſhall come in thunder and flames, to make a fi- 
nal end of this whole world, and deliver incorrigi- 
ble finners over to irrecoverable deſtruction? An 
eternity of torments! Jeſus defend us! Who can 
entertain even the moſt diſtant thought of it, with- 
out horror and aſtoniſhment? Fall down then, m 
ſoul, and humble thyſelf under the mighty Hand 
of God; that thou may*ſt not periſh with this frail 
body. Loſe no time in making thy peace, but 
work with all thy might; eſpecially now, that 
the day of life ſeems to decline, and the night _ 
comes on, wherein no man can work. £ 


III. For, remember, O my ſoul, for thy en- 
couragement, that, if thou abound in the Work 
of the Lord, thy labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 1 Cor. xx. 58. He is no leſs mighty 
to ſave than to deſtroy; with him nothing is im- 
poſſible; and, if he will, he can even yet raile IM 
this feeble body, and reſtore it to perfect beat = 
and ſoundneſs. Nay, he will certainly do it, f 
that be beſt for me; and if it be not, he will 
do yet more. For, there will come a day, in 
which this vile earthly part {hall again revi ve 
and, if it crumble into duſt, and ſcatter in the 
mean while; tho it paſs thro? infinite uforery | 
forms, yet will he purſue this body through all 
its changes, collect its diſperſed particles, came 
mand the little heaps of duſt to awake,” and 

tranſlate it into a glorious and a ſpiritual body. 

A body fit for a 2 of incorruption, and the 


inheritance of that Kingdom, where this fleſh and? 
blood, which we now ſo falſely, ſo extravaga tr 
I value, is not worthy to enter, I will baer =_ 
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fore confirm myſelf in the power and promiſes 
of my God; and, with holy Fob, Tho he lay 
me, yet will J truſt in him. Job. xiii. 15. For, 
even then I will lay me down, in hope of a re- 
ſurrection to eternal life; and commit my body 
like ſeed; to the ground; not to periſh, but to 
be improved, by corrupting there. For thou, 
O God, art unchangeable, and thy promiſes irre- 
-vocable; and promiſed thou haſt, that our vile 
body ſhall be faſhion'd like unto Chriſt's, glorious 
Body, according to the mighty working, where- 
by thou art able to ſubdue all things to thyſelf. 


EJACULATION-S. 


© I N. thee, therefore, O Lord, will I put my truſt: 
Leer me never be put to confuſion, but deliver me 
in thy righteouſneſs, and ſave me. Pſ. Ixxi. 
Be thou my flrong- bold, twhereunto I may alway 
reſort : thou haft promiſed to help me, for thou art my 
houſe of defence, and my caſtle. Es 

Deliver me, O my God, from the adverſary's 
Band: Preſerve me from the hunter of ſouls. © 
Hie layeth ſnares, and is mighty to deſtroy : but 
det the Lord, who dcwelleth on high is nigbticr. 


- - Thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long for: 


bon haſt been my hope even from my youth. 
 ®* Through thee have: I been holden up ever fince 1 
was born: Thou art he that took me out of my mo- 
ther*s womb, my praiſe ſhall be always of thee. 
D caft me not away in the tine of any diſtreſs: 
Forſake me not, when my ſtrength faileth me. 
Let them be confounded and periſh that are a- 
guinſt my ſoul : Let the wicked ſpirits be cover d 
with ſhame and diſbonour, that ſeek to do me evil. 
|  BEAFL 5 As 
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; As for me, I will patiently tarry the Lord's lei- 
are: and will put my truſt in the Lord. Pf. xxvii. 


— 


= 7: I IS 1552 ; 
For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he . 
all ftand at the laſt day upon the earth. Job. xix. 
> 25% res, = 


: And tho” after my skin worms deſtroy this Body; 
Jet in my fleſb ſhall T fee God, verſe 26. 
Whom TI fhall ſee for my. ſelf: and mine eyes ſhall. 
s behold, and not another, verſe 27. | 
- For he 15 the reſurrection and the life : and bh De , 
f. ver Gelieveth in him, tho? he die, yet ſhall be live again, 9 
Job xi. 25. | a | 


Glory be to the Father, c. 4 4 
, As it was in the beginning, Sc. ' 
2 
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Ly () Moſt glorious Lord God, terrible art thou 
in thy judgments, and wonderful in all thy 
dealings towards the children of men; poſſeſs my 
ſoul, I beſeech thee, with awful and becoming ap- 
ut prehenſions of thy Majeſty. Give me a ſerious. 
Ii ſenſe and ſorrow, for ever having hardned my heart 
T againſt thy fear, and provoked that vengeance, 
which is able to conſume me in a moment. Lord, 
I convince” me whom I ought to dread, and let me 
10 never, for the gratifying any finful inclination, for- 
get any more the Lord my Maker, and incur the 
ſs: diſpleaſure of him, who is able to caſt both body 
and ſoul into hell. And, as I implore thy Grace, 
4. chat this confideration of thy Power may be an ef- 
ſectual check to all m7 unruly appetites; ſo, I be- | 
loech"thee, let it be my ſupport and confidence 1a 
NVU MB. XXI. e a! mM 


- 


oy 


* 


— 


472 Meditations and Prayers 


all dangers and diſtreſſes. That, forſaking the 
broken reeds of all worldly ſuccours, I may put my 
whole truſt in thy mercy ; and, evermore — 7 — 
thee in holineſs and pureneſs of living, may even 
in death itſelf be more than conqueror. Even in 
that joyful day, when all enemies ſhall be deſtroy- 

ed; when thy children ſhall come forth from the 
dark priſons of the grave, and ſhine like ſuns in the 
kingdom of thee their Father. Grant this, thou 
80 of my ſoul, for thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
fake. | 


n 


3 
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MEDITATION III. 
Of the Juſtice of God; and the Sorrow of a 


PDenitent Sinner. 


1 Hop is Being infinitely perfect and good; 
3 the Supreme, the original Good; the Au- 
thor and Maker of all things; and cannot therefore 


; be ſuppoſed, either to hate or deſpiſe what he him- 


ſelf hath made, or to have given being to any thing, 
with a defign-to render it miſerable. His Provr- 
dence and Power, which were the ſubjeQs of the 
two former Meditations, are, in their own nature 
and original intention, calculated for the benefit 
and ſecurity of his creatures, And, if at any time 
they become the inſtruments or diſpenſers of grie 
and pain; this is an effect purely accidental; an 
operation ſo foreign, that It is eyen extorted from 
them, and wholly reſulting from ſome other cauſe. 
And this is the caſe of mankind ; once. ſavour'd 2 
bove all their fellow-creatures, and ſafe under the 


ſheltcY- 


8 
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1 » 


ſhelter and ſmiles of an Almighty Protector: But, 


by their own fault, deprived of this defence, left 
naked and expoſed to miſchiefs and ſufferings; and 
not only diſarmed of their ſureſt guard, but in per- 
petual hazard of being deſtroy'd by that very Hand 
which was formerly their Friend and Defeniler. O 
wretched conſequences of ſin! that did not only 
render our firſt parents and all their poſterity liable 
to bodily death, and all the diſeaſes and pains that 
lead to it; but left a fatal averſeneſs to all good, and 
a ſtrong propenſion in us to all manner of evil. By 
indulging whereof we add our own actual guilt, to 
that which our ſinful parents had derived down to 


us; and by iniquities without number, by wilful, 


repeated, habitual, and bold tranſgreſſions, do 
confirm and aggravate this ſentence of death, and 
arm the juſtice of God againſt ourſelves. + = 


II. Marvel not then, if thou ſee ſo many dread- 


ful ſpectacles of affliction in the world; nor mur- 


mur, when thou thyſelf ſhouldeſt happen to be one 
of that miſerable number, and ſore laden with the 
burthen of adverſity. But remember, that God is 


righteous, and both thou and theſe people are wick- 
ed ; that he is holy and juſt, as well as good, and, 


tho? he do not willingly grieve the children of men, 


yet their iniquities put a fort of violence upon him, 


which he cannot reſiſt, They quite weary him 


out, and render it impoſſible, (that is, inconſiſtent 
with his other attributes and the perfection of his 


nature) to let ſuch men go always unpuniſhed, 


Nay, even in thoſe infinitely more dreadful to- 
ments in a future ſtate; his perfections are concern- 
ed to vindicate themſelves; for tho? theſe be dread -- 


ful, beyond what we are able to expreſs or c- 
cave,” yet are they juſt. — 
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that we may be apt to queſtion, whether ſo great 
ſeverity be conſiſtent with the character of our 
Judge, we prove the Wiſdom of our Lawgiver ; 
and, that even eternal pains were neceſſary, ſince 
even all this will not contain us in our duty, and 
effeQually reſtrain us from ſinning. 


III. And this, O my foul, is thy caſe. Theſe 
everlaſting plagues are the equitable wages of thy 
wickedneſs. For do thou deicend into thy ſelf, (as 

it becomes thee to do, now more eſpecially (and 
there take an exact ſurvey of thy myſeries and frail- 
ties; thy raging paſſions, and ungovern'd appe- 
tites: Ask thyſelf, what abuſes and miſemploy- 
ments of health thou haſt been guilty of. Whether 
thou have not too much neglected and forgot God 
and heaven, and been too full of care and fondneſs 
for this preſent world; whether thou have not ne- 
glected his worſhip and Sacrament, and diſregard- 

ed his word, or whether theſe have not been fre- 
quented formally and coldly. »- Examine the heavi- 
neſs of thy affections, the wandrings and negligence 


I Here it may be convenient to inftance in any other 
particulars againſt our duty to God.] Conſider if thou 
art not guilty of the violation of juſtice and charity 
to thy neigh bour, whether thou haſt fully diſcharged 
the offices of the ſeveral capacities and relations God 
*hath placed thee in; ¶ A husband or wife, a maſter 
"or miſtreſs, a ſon or daughter, a magiſtrate, a fab 
Jett, a parent, a brother or ſiſter, and the like.] It 
thou art not conſcious of groſs and palpable injuſtice 
in thy dealings, yet haſt thou done wrong. to no 
man's ſoul, by ill advice, or ill example? Nor in- 
== juſtice to the bodies of any, by malice or contempt, 
by ill treatment, ſevere uſage, want of ne 
IE wh RX „ An 


of thy mind, in publick and private devotions. 
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and care for their infirmities? What reputations 


haſt thou injured by ſcandal and wrong cenſure; 
by falſe and uncharitable judgments; by buſy med- 
dling with matters that concern thee not; by offi- 
ciouſly ſpreading, or too haſtily believing ill re- 


ports; by encouraging, repeating, and being plea- 
ſed with detracting or reproachful reflections; or if 
by none of theſe, yet at leaſt by forbearing to re- 
prove, or to diſcountenance a flanderous tongue, 
and to deliver the innocent from its ſecret ſtabs? 
Here again be particular in any other fins you have 
been guilty of againſt your Neighbour. | Turn thy 
eyes inward once more; and behold the breaches 
of that duty thou oweſt to thyſelf; the intemperance 
and trregularity of. thy deſires; the murmurings 
and diſcontents; the infirmities indulged, the paſ- 
ſions unſubdued, the negligence in thy greateſt 


concern; the love of unlawful, and the abuſe of 


lawful diverſions and delights. Theſe are things ſo 
incident to our ſtate, that no man's conſcience can 


ſpeak peace to him in them all; and happy art thou 


in thoſe, where thine condemns thee not. But 
know withal; that God is greater than thy heart, 
and knoweth all things; he keeps an exact account 
of thy lurking corruptions, and ſecret faults; the 
unobſerved miſdemeanors of thy life, that have 
been long ſince forgotten. The catalogue where- 
of, could they be ſet before thee, would give a:dit- 
mal proſpect full of horror and confuſion, and anto- 
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lerable amazement. So that thou muſt needs a- 


knowledge thyſelf a maſs of filth and miſery; 4 


wretch, that, if God ſhould enter into judgment 


with thee, haſt reaſon to expect nothing better than 


indignation and fury; to be ſet up as a mark of his 


vengeance, and, by ſome ſwift exemplary deftruc- 
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tion, ſwept violently away into the hotteſt flames of 
hell. 


IV. Thus much I am ſadly ſenfible of, and do 


ſtand condemned out of my own mouth. And thus 
far the circumſtances of all mankind are alike, that 


it God ſhould be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, the very beſt of us all could not abide it. 
But, bleſſed be God, though matters are in a very 
deplorable condition, they are not quite deſparate; 


or there is mercy with him, and his juſtice is ſatis- 


fied. The price and purchaſe of our ſouls is paid; 
our forteit lives are ranſomed and redeemed; our 
ranſom in value exceeds the whole world; even his 
awn beloved and only begotten Son; who ſpared 
not his own life, but willingly poured out his ſoul 


to the death; and is thereby become a ſacrifice and 
atonement for the fins of wretched mortals. He 


hath publiſhed glad tidings of reconciliation and re- 


— 


pentance, of pardon and peace. He came to ſave 
Iinners, even the chief of ſinners. Our God deſires 


not the death of any; provided they believe, and 


fincerely obey him: Not according to the ſtandard 
of the ſanctuary, which requires unſinning perfec- 
tion; but after the ſtandard of the New Covenant, 
which allows for human frailties, accepts ſorrow 
for the: paſt, amendment for the time to come, a 
fervent love of God, and honeſt endeayours to ſerve 


him. This is a ſaying worthy to be accepted in- 


deed; this is the, comfort and confidence of poor re- 
turning ſinners. And,, while I can ſee by faith the 
nalty of eternal damnation releaſed, by virtue of 


the Blood of this Lamb of God, ſlain, to take away 


the ſins of the world, I will patiently ſubmit co the 
temporal puniſhments, which God, juſtly provoked, 


bas inflicted upon me; and thankfully Ns 
2 — 7 8 iC T 
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ſickneſſes and affliftions of this preſent lite, as ſo 
many warnings and calls to repentance. 


——— — 


— 


V. And ſure (my ſoul) we ſhall take care to 
make this good uſe of them. For theſe are the cor- 
rections of the Lord; and if, after all that is come 
upon me for my evil deeds, and for my great treſ- 
paſſes, ſeeing that thou, my God, haſt puniſhed 
me leſs than my iniquities deſerve; if I ſhould a- 
gain break thy Commandments, thou would'ſt cer- 
tainly be angry, till thou had'ſt utterly conſumed, 
me; and torment me ſo much the more, for ne- 
glecting ſo great a ſalvation. Ezra ix. 13. I take 
therefore this chaſtiſement with all poſſible ſubmiſ- 
ſion; and do with unfeigned ſorrow confeſs my ma- 
nifold offences. I implore thy mercy, who artjult- IM 
ly angry with me; and, ſince in the midft of life 
we are in death, I cry earneſtly to thee for Tuccour, © 
and beg, that howſoever thou thinkeſt fit to diſpote Ml 
of this corruptible body, thou would'ſt look ge- 
ciouſly upon me in thy dear Son, and not delivermy 
poor ſoul into the bitter pains of eternal death; but 
pity and fave me for CHRIST JESUs his lake. 
Amen. 
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Here may be repeated the xxxviii. and li. Pſalms. 
Then the Confeſſion in the Communian-ſervice. 


Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Maker of all things, &c. | 


Or elſe the three Prayers at the End of the Communian« 
O Lord, we beleech thee, Sc. 0 
O molt mighty God, &c. | | 
Turn thou me, O good Lord, Sc. 


After either of which, ſay as /ollows, | W 
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tion, ſwept violently away into the hotteſt flames of 


hell. 
IV. Thus much I am ſadly ſenſible of, and do 


ſtand condemned out of my own mouth. And thus 
far the circumſtances of all mankind are alike, that 


if God ſhould be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, the very beſt of us all could not abide it. 
But, bleſſed be God, though matters are in a very 
deplorable condition, they are not quite deſparate; 


or there is mercy with him, and his juſtice is ſatis- 


fied. The price and purchaſe of our ſouls is paid; 
our forteit lives are ranſomed and redeemed; our 
ranſom in value exceeds the whole world; even his 
awn beloved and only begotten Son; who ſpared 


not his own life, but willingly poured out his ſoul 
to the death; and is thereby become a ſacrifice and 


atonement for the fins of wretched mortals. He 
hHath publiſhed glad tidings of reconciliation and re- 


pentance, of pardon and peace. He came to ſave 


Iinners, even the chief of ſinners. Our God deſires 


1 
— 


not the death of any; provided they believe, and 


fincerely obey him: Not according to the ſtandard 
of the — which requires unſinning perfec- 
tion; but after the ſtandard of the New Covenant, 
which allows for human frailties, accepts ſorrow 
for the paſt, amendment for the time to come, a 


fervent love of God, and honeſt endeayours to ſerve 
him. This is a ſaying worthy to be accepted in- 


deed; this is the, comfort and confidence of poor re- 


turning ſinners. And,, while I can ſee by faith the 


nalty of eternal damnation releaſed, by virtue of 


the Blood of this Lamb of God, ſlain, to take away 


the ſins of the world, I will patiently ſubmit to the 
temporal puniſhments, which God, juſtly provoked, 


has inflicted upon me; and thankſully Oey 
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ſickneſſes and afflitions of this preſent life, as ſo 
many warnings and calls to repentance. _ 


V. And ſure (my ſoul) we ſhall take care to 
make this good uſe of them. For theſe are the cor- 
rections of the Lord; and if, after all that is come 
upon me for my evil deeds, and for my great treſ- 
paſſes, ſeeing that thou, my God, haſt puniſhed 
me leſs than my iniquities deſerve ; if I ſhould a- 
gain break thy Commandments, thou would'ſt cer- 


tainly be angry, till thou had'ſt utterly conſumed. 


z 


me; and torment me ſo much the more, for ne- 


glecting ſo great a ſalvation. Ezra ix. 13. I take 
therefore this chaſtiſement with all poſſible ſubmiſ- 
ſion; and do with unfeigned ſorrow confeſs my ma- 
nifold offences. I implore thy mercy, who artjult- 
ly angry with me; and, ſince in the midſt of life 


we are in death, I cry earneſtly to thee for ſuccour, 1 
and beg, that howſoever thou thinkeſt fit to diſpole = 
of this corruptible body, thou would'ſt look ges? 
ciouſly upon me in thy dear Son, and not delivermy 


poor ſoul into the bitter pains of eternal death; but 


pity and ſave me for CHRIST JESUs his fake. | 


Amen. 


Here may be repeated the xxxviii. and li. Pſalms. 
Then the Confeſſion in the Communion-ſervice. 


Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Maker of all things, Cc. 


Or elſe the three Prayers at the End of the C ommunion. a 


O Lord, we beſcech thee, c. 
O moſt mighty God, c. | 
Turn thou me, O good Lord, Sc. 


After either of which, ſay as /ollows, | 
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take me unto thy 
dearly beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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 (Pifttation of the Sick.) 
Moſt merciful God, who acccording to the 
\ F. multitude of thy tender mercies, doſt ſo blot 
out the fins of thoſe who truly repent, that thou re- 
membreſt them no more; Grant me, I. beſeech 
thee, true repentance and thy Holy Spirit; and then 
open thine Eye of Mercy upon my languiſhing con- 
dition, and give me comfort of pardon and forgi ve- 
neſs. Renew in me, moſt loving Father, whatſoe- 
ver hath been decayed by fraud and malice of the 
devil, or by my own carnal will and frailneſs. Pre- 
ſerve and continue me in the unity of thy Church: 
Guard me by thy Power from all the aſſaults of the 
tempter, and ſuffer him not to take advantage of 
my weakneſs. Conſider, I beleech thee, my contrition, 
accept my tears, hear my own prayers, and thoſe of 


others on my behalf, and aſſwage my pains, as ſhall 


ſeem tothee moſt expedient for me. In thy Mercy, O 
Lord, I put my full truſt, in thy mercy alone; and 
in the Merit and ſufferings of my crucified Saviour. 
Impute not, O Lord, unto me my former fins, but 
ſtrengthen me with thy bleſſed Spirit; and when- 
ever it ſhall be thy good pleaſure to take me hence, 

Adds thro? the Merits of thy 
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MEDITATION IV. 1 
Of the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs. i 
L 18 
. 8 
II. XIV Ere there no other confideration to com- 8 
ſe the mind, but that alone of our ſuf- . 
I ferings being juſt, this ſhould in reaſon perſuade [ 
I meekneſs, and patience, and contentedneſs under # 
I them. For, as the Prophet urges very well; N 
I berefore doth a mortal man complain; even a man 
or the puniſhment of his fin? Lam. ii. The thief = 
I upon the croſs, notwithſtanding all the hardning of 
; his former ag po life, yet pacified himſelf un- 


p der his pains, and reproved his reviling companion, 3 
© I with this reflection, that they were under the con- 


: demnation juſtly, and received but the due reward & Fo 
l their evil deeds, Luke xxiii, 41. But we have more 
) noble conſiderations, to quiet our repining thoughts, _ 
ud filence all complaints; when the ſharpneſs f 
an affliction, or the ſufferings of a fick-bed, would 
] provoke us to impatience. Our fins have been nu 
© | merous and great enough to make God our enemyy 
and do call but too loud for the ſevereſt rigors of H 


? I vengeance; yet are not thoſe adverſities the wounds 
aud bruiſes of an enemy, bur the chaſtiſement of 4 
| Father, One, that ſmites us indeed, but it is R_ 
righteouſneſs and friendſhip ; and only with a de- 
ſign to correct and reform us. Obſerve what hes 
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chafteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiv- 
eth. J ye endure chaſtening, God dealeth with you, 
as with ſons; for what ſon is he whom, the father 
chafteneth not? Furthermore, we have had fathers 
of our fleſo which correqted us, and we gave them 
reverence ; ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjec- 
tion to the Father of ſpirits, and life? For they 
verily for. a few days chaſined us after their own 
pleaſure, but he for our profit, that we might be 
pertakers of his holineſs. Now no chaſtening for 
the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous 3 ne- 
wertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteouſneſs, unto them that are exerciſed there- 
by. Heb. x11. 


OY--7 4 
II. What now can more illuſtrate the Wiſdom of 
Providence, than the converting our moſt bitter ca- 
lamities into occaſions of promoting our virtue and 
happineſs ? And which of all our calamities is more 
likely to contribute to our reformation, than thoſe 
of: fickneſs and pain? For theſe, by touching our 


oon perſons, are moſt ſenſible and grievous to be 
horde; and, by puniſhing the body, for the ſake 
and indulgence of which, moſt, if not all, our 


© i 


ay = 


Wiekedneſſes are committed, they meet with the 
Very cauſe, and go to the root of the diſeaſe, and 
O are beſt fitted to effectuate the cure. Our Phyſi- 
Jian of ſouls is both skilful and kind; he will not 
give us over out of a cruel indulgence to our own 
eaſe.. Our God, who ftiles himſelf our Father, an- 
Wers his character, and gives ſeaſonable correction 
prevent our utter ruin. But in all this there is 
the prudence of the Phyſician mixt with the tender- 
nels of the Parent. The one would not preſcribe 

the bitter cup, unleſs he knew it neceſſary and belt 
= tor us; and, if our.circumſtaaces call for correction, 
% r : | - 13 4&1 10 


1 q 
— oy 
* 5 
6 * 


N * 
. 


12 


6 


— — | * — Ä— 2 ne A. 
for Perſons in Sickneſs or I roubles. 481 


it is with gentleneſs and reluctancy, with pain and 


yearning of bowels, that the other ſcourges. _ 


HI. Do thou therefore, O my ſoul, ſeriouſly 
conlider, who it is that chuſes for thee, and learn 
to reſign thyſelf to his diſpoſals; for they are the 
appointments of one, who is wiſer than thou, and 
who loves thee better than the tendereſt mother 
could. Do thou likewiſe meditate, why he chuſes 
for thee, and learn to improve under the ſeeming 
barſhnels of ſuch diſpenſationss Take gladly the 
wholeſome Phyſick, and ſecure a good operation 
to thyſelf. Indulge no deſires or wiſhes of thy own, 
but, with a conſtant reſerye to the good pleaſure of 
God, think; and be aſſured, that what he does 18 


beſt. Beſt in itſelf, and beſt for thee too, if thy 


own fault hinders it not. Alas! we know not what 
to pray for as we ought, and ſhould therefore: beg 
nothing peremptorily, but that God would do what 
he ſees. moſt expedient. Ask therefore, my ſouls 

that he would make thee an inſtrument of his own” 
glory; that he would ſupport thee in theſe ſevere. 
tryals, and: mot ſuffer thee to be tempted above that 


thou art able; that he would order all things t 


work together for thy good ; and for the reft, take 
thy Saviour for thy pattern, and as oft as thow 
prayeſt, that the cup may paſs from thee, be ſure 
forget not to add, from the very bottom of thy 
foul, Nevertheleſs, O Father, not my will, but thine 
be done. TT 
* ; | | 1 1 * 
IV. And, to render the bitter cup thou art nos 

drinking as little unpalatable as may be, forget n 
allo to ſtrengthen thyſelf, with the comforts even 


of thy weakeſt condition. Seriouſly obſerve; 5 
gracious the Lord is; how he hath not only ſpared ? 
| 72 3 n 
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when thou haſt deſerved puniſhment, but in the 
very midit of his wrath bath remember'd mercy, If 
thy pains be not conſtant, thank him for thoſe in- 
tervals of eaſe and refreſhment : If they be not I 
acute and extreme, thank him for the abatement 
and moderation of them. If thou canſt recruit and 
_ refreſh thy feeble ſpirits with fleep, thank him for 
cloſing up thy eyes, in gentle reviving ſlumbers; 
if he hold thy eyes waking, thank him for the op- 
portunities he gives thee of meditating and praying 
to him in the night ſeaſon. Vea, thank him eſpe- 
Glally for preſerving ta thee thy underſtanding and 
thy lenſes ;. and, that he hath given thee the power 
and the grace to make a good and. holy uſe of theſe; 
that the length of thy ſickneſs hath been ſo much a4 
larger opportunity of preparing, for that momentous 
ebange, which, not this languiſhing body of thine Z 
only, but alſo all thoſe thou leaveſt behind in full 4 
health and beauty, and vigor, muſt ſhortly: under- } ? 
E go. If thou endureſt much; conſider, this is a good 
method of weaning thy affections from the world, þ 
and making thee thirſt and pant more earneſtly at- | ? 
ter the laſting joys of a better place. If the tedious 
lingering diſtemper aſſault, and al moſt tire out thy 
patience, think how much rather this is to be choſen, a 
than the raging phrenzies of a fever, or the ſudden 
ſtroke of an apoplexy. Reflect upon the condition 
of thoſe miſerable wretches, who are ſnatched out 
of the world, it may be, in an act of damning ſin; 
even in an inſtant; without ſo much as the power, * 
or the leiſure, to ſeek pardon or peace, to commit 


* 


. 
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their ſouls to God, or 16 much as once implore his a 
merey at the laſt gaſp. O! what would they have ] 
given, how much more would they gladly have fut- 

Kees to purchaſe this long warning, theſe flow and ; 

; 


= folemno:; approaches of death, cherry wn 
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ting thy ſoul in readineſs to meet the bridegroom at 
his coming? For, tho? we ought indeed to expect 
him every hour, even in our moſt confirmed health; 
yet well is it for that ſervant, who receives exprels 
notice of his maſter's approach, and is careful o to 
provide for it, as in zealous prayers, and eager 
wiſhes to go out and meet him; and, having on the 
wedding garment, waits only for his laſt call, t 


% 


enter with him to the marriage-feaft. 
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HY art thou ſo heavy, O my ſoul why-art 


thou ſo diſquieted within me? Still put thy 

truſt in God, for I will yet give him thanks, who 

is the help of my countenance, and my God, Plal. 
Xxliii. 5, 6. 

The Lord hath chaſtened and corrected ne; but 


be hath not given me over unto deſtruchtbu, Pal 


XV. 18. \ 


I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are rights 


and that thou of very faithfulneſs baſt cauſed me ss 


be troubled, Pl. cxix. 5. 205.18 
It is of: the: Lord's mercies, that I was not lum 


ago: conſumed: becauſe his compaſſions fait not, Van 


ment. 111. 22. 
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thou now enjoyeſt of trimming thy lamp, and put 
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be Lord is ny portion, ſaith: my ſoul, therefore il 


i I hope. in him. verſe 24. 
i good for a man that be 


ſhould" conſt 


bope, and quietly wait for the ſalvation e C | 
for the Lord will not caſt off for ever. ver a 


Bur tho be cauſe grief, yet will he haut cone. 


22 


Ne 
1 2 


paſſion, according. to the multitude of his ners, nl 


74 
wv. * 


verſe 31, 32. Tea, ite os 4. fathtr pitietb M 
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own children, even ſo is the Lord merciful unto them 
that fear him. Pl. cu. 13. | 

In the: multitude of the ſorrows which I have in 
my beart, thy comforts have refreſhed my ſoul. Pl. 
Xciv. 19. 3 | 
For, I know, that with thee there is mercy: and 
with my God is plenteous redemption. Pl. cxxx. J. 
O remember not my old fins, but have mercy up- 
on me, and that ſoon, for I am come to great mi- 
Soy. PL. lxxix. 8. » MI by 
Heal my ſoul, which hath fanned againſt thee : Pl. 
XIi. 4. and then let the Lord do what ſeemeth him 
good. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 5 


5 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, Ge. 
it was in the beginning, SWO. 
X * 7”. 


o 9 _ 
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JE AR me, Almighty and moſt merciful God 
We - and Saviour, extend thy accuſtomed goodneſs 
to me thy poor ſervant, who am now caſt upon this 
bedof languiſhing, and griev'd with ſickneſs. Sanc- 
tify, I entreat thee, this thy fatherly correction to 
mes. and grant that L may receive it with all the 
patience. and ſubmiſſion that becomes a dutiful 
child. I defire to acknowledge and adore thy divine 
Wiſdom and goodneſs, in every diſpenſation of 
Providence towards me; and only pray, that thou 
wouldeſt keep me ſafe under all, and then ufe what 
methods thou pleaſeſt, of bringing me to thy ſelf. 


Manifeſt chy ſtrength in my weakneſs. Make even 


my feeble condition an inſtrument of thy glory; and 
the more xy. outward. man decayeth, ſtrengthen 


me, L beſecch thee, ſo much the more continually, 


* 33 with 
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with conſtant ſupply of thy grace and Holy Spirit 
in the inner man. Let the ſenſe of my weakneſs 
add ftrength to my faith, and ſeriouſneſs to my re- 
| pentance. That if it be thy good pleaſure to re- 
ſtore me to thy former health, I may lead the reſi- 
I due of my life in thy fear, and to thy glory; or elſe 
grant me ſo to improve thy viſitation, that, after 
I this painful life is ended, I may enjoy with thee 
life everlaſting. For this, O Lord, is the chief, 
the moſt earneſt deſire of my ſoul ; that whatever I 
$ live, I may live unto the Lord; or whether I die, 
; I may die unto the Lord; fo that living and dying 
I may be thine, through JesUs CHRIST, mx 
dear and only Saviour. Amen. 


. — 


* 
MEDITATION V. 
4 Dypon Recovery from Sickneſs. 
8 ! 
is | L VF dangers and diſtreſſes awaken our confide- 
_ ration, the deliverance from them ought not 


o {| ſurely to paſs unobſerved. The judgments of God 

e ff extort complaints from us; and ſhall his mercies be 

1 received in filence? When he afflicts and wounds, 

e we ſeek him early; and ſhall we forget him, when 

ot Ihe refreſhes and heals us? That ſure were the high - 

Jn | ingratitude, moſt unworthy, moſt reproachiu 2 

at The rather fo, becauſe we ourſelves are able to giys 

f. a very plain and rational account, how it comes td 

n_ | paſs that we receive evil at the Hand of God; but” 

id che good he vouchſafes us, furniſhes juſt matter na 

n | leſs of wonder, than of thankfulneſs. Death is the 

„ | puniſhment of fin; the diſeaſes and decays of * 5 
2 8 dies 
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486 _.. Meditations and Prayers. 
dies are Io many degrees of, and advances toward 
that death: And our conſciences can find no difficul- 
ty in juſtifying God for inflicting theſe painful diſ- 
penſations upon us. For none of us can deſcend in- 
to his own breaſt, without diſcovering infinite per- 
ſonal offences, which might provoke God to take 
this forfeit life, and to cut us off in the midſt of our 
days, But, when he forbares to do ſo, when he 

2 his wrath, and ſuſpends the execution of that 
fatal ſentence gone out againſt us; we can diſcern 

no reaſon for this in ourſelves; but muſt reſolve it 
> all into the ſole, the undeſerved goodneſs of our 
merciful and long-ſuffering Lord. 

And ſuch, my ſoul, is now exactly thy caſe. 
Thou wert haſtening apace to the regions of the 
dead, and in hourly expeQation that thou ſhould'ſt 
be depriv'd of the reſidue of thy years. But when 
thou waſt almoſt cut of with pining ſickneſs, and 


bine eyes even Failed with Jooking upward ; when 
thou recłonediſt each night and morning, that there 


would be an end of thee upon earth; Iſa. xxxviii. 

12, 13. then did the Lord ſtand by thee and /ave 

thee, even becauſe he bad a 7avour unto thee. Pal. 
ü. 19. a: cap: * 


II. Now, tho” this be the condition common to 
all mankind, that we contribute no part to the effi- 
cient or meritorious cauſe of ſuch goodneſs ; yet in 


the final cauſe we may and muſt bear a very confis. 
derable part. It deſerves our moſt ſerious reſſectiqg 


that we could not give the bleſſing to ourſelves ; that 


ve could not deferye that Almighty God ſhouldgive 
= it us, but it will ſtand us inſtead to take care, that 


ſuch grace he not beſtaqwed in vain. In one reſped 
indeed, and ſtrictly fpeaking, neither this, or av 
Other gf che di 
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at length prove curſes, inſtead of eng to us. 1 


Iriend's real advantage, bs to be made up inalf 


V. 


Pr Perſons in Sickneſs and Troubles. 48 7 
bly be in vain. For ſome effect they will neceſſa - 
rily have, even with regard to us. But, if they do 
not anſwer the good purpoſes, for which they were 
deſign d, better were it for us, that we had never 
received them at all. The lengchning out our days, 
if we do not amend our lives, is but the miniſtring 
freſh and larger opportunities of adding yet more 
to our fins here, and to our puniſhment hereafter, 
And happier had it been, to have been ſwept away 
with a ſwift deſtruction, than to be deliver'd:from 
our fears, and live ſuch a life afterwards as is cer- 
tain to render us more miſerable in the end, For, 
every mercy, every eſcape mult be roll, wi 


©y 


and theſe which are entertained unthankfully, wi 


therefore behoves thee, my ſoul, very ſeriouſly to 1 
conſider, wherein true thankfulneſs conſiſts, and in ⁵ 
what inſtances it ought to be expreſs ec. 
III. When men do any ſignal acts of kindneſs, to 
each other, the receiver thinks himſelt under as 
obligation to pay them back again, in ſome equiya- 
ent ſervice or benefit. This is what men cannot be 
excuſcdifram, provided fic opportunities offer, an 
their Eircumftances enable them to do it. But When 
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48 Medlitations and Prayers 
and impotent, that it were the extremeſt yanity and 
Tadnels, ro ſuppoſe ourſelves capable of adding to 
Fin. © The utmoſt we can do is to behave ourſelves 
In ſuch a manner, that he, and all the world, may 
lainly perceive us duly ſenſible of his bounty. Now 
this' can be demonſtrated only by our conftaht and 
zealous care, to pltafe and honovr him, by takin, 
Pleafute in che obedience he hath enjoibed us, ab 
| 88 by ouf praQtiſe, that we eſteem the ſer- 
es of fo bountiful a Maſter, our moſt reaſonable 
| 8 and peffect freedom. Altho' therefore our 
zs qu#ht to fet forth the praiſes of the Eofd, and 
his kindneſs ſhould ever be itt our mouths; yet are 
iole* praiſes heyer fer forth effectually, yet is that 


* — 


K. except öut lives ahd every action publith it. 
fe Profeſſions of graritude are of no confilleratioy 
in any caſe, farther than they-ex preſs che inward 
Fentiments of the heart. That heart cannot be tru- 
0 F Hich Ubes not labour, and ſtudy, by 
all of i eatis, to"approye itſelf to the petſon to 
e rd this ee 
3 e own Word; 
h declaring, that, the mat WG Tru Whour's bin 


Wl of der bis converſation a ipht PREL 25; thac 


edo lou? bin will ge töffimong of Thel aller. 
on, By Keeping b35"Contmandients; Johh Siy. T5. 


in its batutaF-add defigned tendency Y en i ee 
Fane Nom: fi. . that it even confer e Fo Tue 


"20 Jol ger ro Thennſelves, but r M ho Hah tone * 
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great things for hem. 2 Cor. v. 1 f. 
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r deliverances obtained, without exciting them in 
a | our minds. Few wretches are ſo hardened in wick- 
6 | <dnels, fey ſo abandoned, and loſt, to all ſenſe of 
8 God and goodneſs; but in the ſeaſons of 8 
y and danger, they ſee their paſt follies with dif] plea- 
V | ſure, and are made ſenſible of the reaſonableneſs af 
de forſaking them. But this is the general unbagpi- 
g neſs, this the great fault of moſt men, that ſuch 

remorſe quickly wears off, and their good intencian 
r- | ſoon cool again. The ſmart of the rod ceaſes, 5 
le the ſuccefs of the correction is loſt with it. The 
Ir health of the body grows more confirmed, and the 
d conſcience hardens in proportion as the conſtitutiog 
e is ſtrengthened. And thus the man returns to hig 
it old vanities and vices, with the ſame unconcerned; 
it | nels as before. fo 


t. ut, O my ſoul, let it not be thus with me. No. | 
op | Let me look back with a ſedate ſeriouſneſs, upon 


< the vows I made, when I was in trouble; and confi; 5 
1 der, that theſe were not to be tranſient and ogcaſi - i 
y nal reſolutions ; that they were intended for laſting . iſ 
D obligations, and cannot be ſincerely a uns 


0 leſs they influence the remainder of that life, whight®* | 
3 thoy haſt ſo an reſtored to me. I og t 
2 ale my ſelf, as one raiſed from the dead, ang 
W -—_ d with life a ſecond time; that from hence x 


orihe Giver, who hath thus, as it were, created mg 1 
akrelh. He ſaw it better, upon my requeſt, to cur. 
iii e longer in this ſtate of trial; and ought 9 
be the more ſtrictly careful, that every day added ta 
my-paityears may, prove. 2 higher advance in piety Wl 
FA and Mrtue; that none of ny holy purpoſes We —- 
ae as too man haye formerly done ; that this "i 
1 te a pfroach to + g 8 perpetually Warn 75 q 
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judgment ſhall actually overtake me, (as overtak 
me they moſt undoubtedly will) I may not be found 
leſs provided to meet my Lord, than this laſt ſum- 
mons left me. | 

For, can I reflect upon my late weakneſs, and 
harbour an imagination ſo vain, as that this body, 
in its greateſt vigor, may promiſe itſelf an everlaſt- 
Ing continuance? Can I obſerve this youth of mine 
renewed as the eagle's, and aſſign it to any other 
cauſe, than the almighty power and infinite good- 
neſs of him, who wounds and heals, who kills and 
makes alive, according to the council of his own 
will ? Can I acknowledge my preſent recovery ow- 
ing entirely to that power and goodneſs, and not 
diſcover the indiſpenfible engagements, which lie 
upon me, to make ſome ſuitable return? And what 
return is poſſible, what ſo proper, ſo acceptable as 
that of a grateful heart; a diligent improvement of 
this mercy ; life, in every part of it, entirely de- 
dicated to him, who hath ſtrengthened his title now 


pet more, and made it upon ſo many accounts his 


own? 


V. I will therefore be frequently acting over 
again thoſe ſolemn exerciſes of repentance, per- 


formed in the bitterneſs of my ſoul ; and by the e. 


petition ſhew, that the good thoughts I entertain= 
ed, continue to be the calm and continued ſenſe of 


my more compoſed mind. I will ſtrictly examine, 
what fault is committed, what duties neglected, r 
but negligently performed, what abuſes, or wha 


- failures in a right improvement of health hereto» 
me, might probably have provoked God, to caſt 


mie upon the bed of fickneſs, and bring upon me 
ſuch extremity of ſuffering. F will thank the Koml 


7 


for giving me warging by this affliction; but ef 
1 | r . 


Omg gu con CTPE = wo %SHHO © 0, ome. mm AY At FRAY M mom oy A ok ntl 


+, 3. . Ka & v in haead 


Y 


| God's holy word to my preſent circumitances an 


= for Perſons in Sickneſs or Troubles. 491 
cially for touching and ſoftning my heart, and in- 
ſpiring me with godly ſorrow, and holy purpoſes. 
And to my own endeavours I will add my moſt 
earneſt prayers, that the continuance of his grace 
may, out of this painful chaſtiſement, produce the 

aceable and bleſſed fruits of righteouſneſs and 
aithful perſeverance. To this end I will not fail, 
frequently to renew m 5 reſolutions; to cheriſh 
and keep up in my ſoul all heavenly diſpoſitions, 
by conſtant private prayer and ſerious reflection 
by attending duly upon the publick worſhip; by 
reading and hearing, and conſcientiouſly. applyi 


neceſſities ; by omitting none of the precious oppor- 
tunities for ſtrengthning my faith and other chriſ- 
tian virtues, in the Sacrament of my dear Redeemer's 
Body and Blood. I will take heed to all my ways, 
be upon my guard againſt all temptations and occa- 
fions of ſinning, I will be moderate in my. moſt laws - 
ful pleaſures and enjoyments, and diligent in all the 
duties, which the — relations wherein I ſtand, _ 
and the ſtate of life to which I am appointed by 
providence, require of me. I will ſet a watch be. 
Fore my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, that I 
offend not in my tongue. Pl. cxli. 3. and Xxxix. 1. 


will take heed, that I injure. no man by chought, iſ 


word, or deed ; but will extend my charity, [: 
am able, to all mankind; to the poor afflicted mem 
bers of my Bleſſed Saviour, by ſuch ſuccours, as 


their neceſſities ſtand in need of, and mine ability Mi 


qualifies me to give; to others, by my good 3 
vice, and ſeaſonable inſtruction; to all, by 1 


prayers and good wiſhes, and the powerful motiyß 2 L «4 


of a'pious example; And even to my enemies, 


meekneſs and forgiveneſs, even as God, for Chriſt:ñ [ 
ſake, hath had compaſſion on me. I will endes 
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vour all in my power to become every day more in 
love with religion, and to make all with whom I 
converſe ſo tod; that I may, in ſome meaſure give 
2 check to the reigning vices of this degenerate age 
in which I live, and adorn the doctrine of our 
Lord: Jeſus Chrift, or at [leaſt ſave myſelf from 
this! untoward generation. In a word, I will be 
ſure that the enſe of God's mercies (of this laſt 
in particular) may never be blotted out of my 


| | 
mind; — live, Pu grow, and bring forth fruit, | 

* "and influence me powerfully. tothe en laſt hour | 
Wy Ae. eat 
VE Nor think; my ſoul, ae any cefaturions oy 
ein be: too-ftrict, any — chr too much, upon f| * 
this octaſion. For, after all that is come uon me © 
er my; evil deeds, and for my great 'treſpaſs,, ſee- e 
ng; 2 Gad hath puniſhed mo leſs than my ini | # 
© quities "deſerve, and hath gi un me fuch à delivers f| © 
auge as this; Exra ix. 13. Should I again break bi: | hk 
commandments, | would be not then be angry-with || 
me, — vad canſumed me, fo that there ſhould be 
verde 44 O Lerd,: m God, thou; art | © 
wings Yor remain yet eſcaped; verſe 18. but | Gi 
let not, I beſeech thee, this: mercy, by. bein th 
forgotten or * turn to my utter and eternal be 
cond For, chat this muſt be at laſt the pr 
fad cobſequence of ſuch iagratitude, not only:thy | 
Word aſſutecd me, but I can painly gather | # 
it roma my own reaſon and experience. I. feel || is: 
i what indignation che unk indneſs of perſons, Whom | 2» 
Ichave 1 obliged, kindles' 5 in my bręaſt; 1 % 
Ind; Ihat no ſort of reſentmeht nn, es 8 8 tha 
impreſſion upon me, no provoeation harder to 5 
Borne, than that; which ariſes from the injuries and he 
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the advantage of my friendſhip to uſe me III. And 
can I ſuppoſe,” that the juſt tal jealous God will 
not call chem to a fevere account, who turm his 
grace into wantonneſs, and, when they live by mere 
miracles of bounty and long - fuffering, yet live ſo, 
as to diſhonour him, and reproach the patience that 
ſpared them 2 The more Hignal and particular his 
goodneſs hath been, the heavier and more pre 


ver 09 no doubt, will be that wrath; 
hardened and impenitent wretehes treaſure up th * 


themſelves, againſt the day of "wrath, and revelation . 
of the righteous fullę ment % Gel Rom. ii. 5. 80 


Fon our "bleſſed! Lord's admonition to the impotent 


is in effect the voice of reafon, and — call 
2 ce man's own + conſcience, 'Each- afth 
calling out aloud to the re | 
rt, Ie u worſẽ edle cbt unt o Thee. John v. 5 
4 54480 bc indeed can it be expected, that infinite- 
ty worſe ſhould not come, willen neither feverity 
will compel, ior compaſſion and kindneſs" lead to 


amendment, When neither correcting, nor ſpa⸗ ng, 


tanido any gòodꝰ Dangerous are the circumſtances 


of thoſe men whoſe diſtemper only is ſtrong: But 


theirs: muſt needs be deſperate. and mortal, whole _ 

very remedies feed and inffame their diſeaſe, If 
printing and manuring bs both in vain, che next 8 
Rntence upom the barten Wi rer! is, Cut it down, i 
thy\ttmbereth Ir be ground? Euke xiii, "The ade 


give the fatal ſtroke, che end of every tree, which 
Vin ker not. forth pod fruit, we are N ng, told 5 
fall Be, 70 Be. Burnt Wirb-unquenchable fire,” 5 


A 113. 21 ing 2 4 3 — 


un These things, ad eis others, 1 1 
be really upon Tuch occaſtonb to offer themſelves, f 
* . to my conſcience, MH = 
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ready laid tothe root; and if it be liſted up ] 1 
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have a very great and happy power, in forming 
my diſpoſition, and regulating my conduct, for the 
time to come. The vecollection of God's abundant 
mercies will inflame my breaſt with holy gratitude 
and fervent love; ſuch as would keep me ever bag 
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David, that it is good for me to have been in trouble, | 
ſince by that I have learnt, more diligently to prac- 
tiſe, more ſtedfaſtly to perſevere in the Patutes of 
my God, Pf, cxix. 71, | 


* HY MN. 


Raiſe the Lord, O my ſoul : and all that is 
within me praiſe his holy Name. Pſ. ciii. 1. 
Praiſe the Lord, my foul : and forget not all his 
bonefits, verſe 2. 
M bo can expreſs the noble acts of the Lord; or fſhew 
forth all his praiſe ? Pf. cvi. 2. 8 
Which forgiveth all thy fins : and healeth all thine” 
infirmities. Pl. ciii. 3. 
Which ſaveth thy life from deſtruction: and crown- 
eth thee with mercy and loving kindneſs. verſe 4. 
Which ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things ; mak- 
ing thee. young and luſty as an eagle? verſe . 2 
For his arrows ftuck faſt in me: and his Ham pref- 
re I [ed me fore. Pf. Xxxviil. 2, | 3 
& There was no health in my fleſh, becauſe of his dif 
Y. Wfleaſure: neither was there any reſt in my bonts, by 
he Þ© reaſon of my fin. verſe 3. 95 
to My ſoul abhorred all manner of meat : and I was 
d, Never hard at deaths door: Pf, cvii. 18. an 
bt, Then cryed I unto thee, O Lord: and got me to my 
Lord right humbly : Pſ. xxx. 8. 5 | 
1 faid, O my God, take me not away in the midſt. 
ad- f mine age : as for thy years they endure through 
els Nour all generations. Pf. cit. 24. | — 
But what profit is there in my blood : when ©. 
fo down, to the pit © Pl. xxx. . 2 
Hear my prayer then, O Lord, and with this 
arg confider my. callings : hold not thy peace at my = 
fears, Pf, xxxix. 13. | W 
Nomy XIII. 8 O ſpars.” if 
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O ſpare me alittle, that I may recover my ſtrength: 
before I go hence, and be no more ſeen. Pl. xxxix. 15. 


So when I .cried unto the Lord in my trouble: 
he delivered me out of my diſtreſs. Pl. cvil. 19. 

He ſent his Word, and healed me : and I was 
ſaved From diſtruction. verſe 20. h 
O what great troubles and adverfities haſt thou 
ſhewed me, and yet didſt thou turn and quicken me. 
Tea, and broughteſt me From the deep of the earth a- 
gain. Pl, Ixxi. 18. 

Therefore will J praiſe thee and thy faithfulneſs, 
O God verſe 20. I will offer unto my God thank/- 
giving, and pay my vows unto the moſt High. Pſal. . 
14. 

For the grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot 
celebrate thee : They that go down to the pit cannot de- 
glare thy truth. Iſ. xxxvili. 18, 

But the living, the living ke ſhall praiſe thee, as 
J do this day: the father to the children ſhall make 
known the goodneſs of the Lord. verle 19. 

And they that know thy Name, will put their 
truſt in thee: for thou, Lord, haſt never failed them 
that feek thee, Pl. ix. 10. | 

A for me, I will give great thanks unto the 
Lerd with my mouth : and praiſe bim among tit 
multitude. Pl. cix. 29. 

O come hither and hearken all ye that fear Goa: 
and I will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul. 
Pſ. Ixvi. 14. 

I was in miſery, and like unto him that is a1 
the point to die: Pf. Ixxviii. 15. but be delivered 
me out of all my fear. Pl. xxxiv. 4. 

Tf the Lord had not helped me : it had not fail. 
ed, but nw ſoul had been put to falence. Pl, xciv. 17 
But when I aid, my foot hath flipped : thy merc) 
Tord, help me up. verſe 18, . | 1 
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Thou haſt turned my heavineſs into joy: that haſt 
put off my ſackcloth, and girded me with gladneſs, Pl. 
Ie # 

The Lord is my ftrength and my ſhield, my heart 
hath truſted in him, and I am delivered: therefore my 
heart danced for joy, and in my ſong will 1 praiſe 
him, Pl. Xxviii. g 

O how plentiful is thy gondneſs, which thou haſt laid 
up for them that love thee : and that thou haſt prepar- 
ed for them that put their truſt in thee, even before 
the ſons of men] Pf. xxx1. 21. | 1 

O ye that love the Lord, ſee that ye hate the thing 
which is evil the Lord preſerveth the ſouls of the I 
Faithful, he delivereth them from the hand of the 
wicked one. Pl. xcvii. 10. 

His mercy and truth fhall follow me all the days of 


my life: and I will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 1 


For ever, Pl. xxiii. 6. 
IT will keep the ways of the Lord: and will not for- 
ſake my God as the wicked doth, Pſ. xviii. 212. 
For I have an eye unto all his Laws, and will nat 
caſt ont his Commandments from me, verſe 22. 4 
Praiſed be the Lord, who hath not caſt out my prayer: 
nor turned his mercy from me. Pf. Ixvi. 18. 6 
Tea, bleſſed be the Lord God, even the God of Iſrael: 7 
Which only doth wondrous things: Pf. Ixxii. 18. 
And bleſſed be the Name of his Majefly for eu n 
_ let all the earth be filled with his Majeſfy. Amen, 
men. | 1 


Glory be to the Father, Sc. 
As it was in the beginning, c. 


After this Hymn, the Reader may enlarge his Meditations s 


the ſame purpſe by repeating the xxx, Iyxi, Ixxviiz cxvi, 


cxvill, Pſalms. | „ | 
82 A PAN 


"Wo © . 
+. 

_— = 
1 


499 Mieditations and Prayers. 


A PRAY RE K. 


Moſt mighty GOD and merciful Father, 
wonderful in thy works, and gracious in all 
thy diſpenſations to the children of men; I thy un- 
worthy ſervant proſtrate myſelf before thee, with all 


the fervent affections of a grateful mind, acknow- 


ledging it is thy goodneſs, that I am not long ago 
conſumed. Thou, Lord, haſt chaftened and corrected 
me, but thou haſi not given me over unto death. Bleſ- 
fed therefore be that Divine Wiſdom, which ſaw 
this late affliction ſeaſonable, and would not ſuffer 
me to periſh in my folly, for want of ſuch neceſſar 

warning. Bleſſed be that tender compaſhon, whic 

in the midſt of wrath remembred mercy, which 
made all my bed in my ſickneſs, which overlooked 
.my impatience, and my many infirmities; and in- 
clined a willing ear to the wandring and diſcompo- 


ſed ſupplications of a poor feeble wretch, when he 


cried unto thee in his extreme anguiſh and diſtreſs. 
hleſſed be thy holy Name for the powerful influen- 
ces of thy Grace, which diſpoſed my heart to conſi- 

E deration and repentance. But above all, bleſſed for 
ever be that Power and Goodneſs, which, by ſpar- 
ing me, when I had deſerved to be utterly cut off, 
hath given me opportunity to make good theſe ho- 
ty reſolutions, which thy Grace in el. when I 
Was in trouble. Lord, let this goodneſs of thine, 
and my own ſerious Purpoſes of amendment, never 
flip out of my mind; but, I beſeech thee, preſerve 


in me a conſtant tender ſenſe of the indiſpenſible 


obligations I lie under to better obedience. Make 
me every day more and more zealous in promoting 
= thy glory, and the good of my brethren: As a = 


. * 5 


Hheweſt us. thy goodneſs ſo plenteouſly, and daily 


ſeek thee : Pl. Ixvii. 4. In thee, whoſe mercies are 
ſweet, whoſe loving kindneſs is better than life ati 
ſelf, whole ſervice is perfect freedom, and in keep 


me, 0! may my paſt 
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lon laved from deſtruction, for this very end, that 
the remainder of my life ſhould be employed inthe } 
ſervice of my gracious Deliverer. In this ſenfe, O 
my God, I humbly offer and preſent unto thee this 
ſoul and body, which thou haſt mercifully reſcued ; 
from hell and the grave; beſeeching thee to keep 
them thine for ever. O let not the return of my 
health occaſion a relapſe into my former ſins; ®* 
but be the means to become an inſtrument of thy 
reater honour, of my own ſtricter and more fied. 
taſt virtue here, and my more exquiſite happineſs 
hereafter. O!] that the talents of time and Abili- 
ty which thou haſt given me to do good, which 
have been heretofore ſo wretchedly neglected, 
may (now they are afreſh committed to my truſt ) 
be, for the time to come, ſo faithfully improv- 
ed, that the ſhining graces of an exemplary con- 
verſation may hold ſome proportion with the 
bleſſings I have been ſo particularly favoured with- 
al. Let theſe excite, not me only, but others al- 
lo, by my example, to love thee more fincerely, . 
to ſerve thee more chearfully, to truſt in thee 
with greater confidence. In thee, O Lord, 'who' + 


gore]? thy mercy upon us: Pf. Ixviii. 19. ix. 10. 2 
n thee, who never faileſt nor forſakeſt them that 


** uu 


ing whoſe Commandments there is exceeding - arvar 
reward, Pl. xix. 11. | 3 


To this end, ſanctify, I beſeech thee, all the | 4 | 


diſpenſations of thy Providence to the falyation ml 


of my immortal ſoul ; and eſpecially, let not thy =. 
abuſed mercies ever riſe up in judgment agaimnit 
tri work in me 

. 


„ 
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great humility and godly fear; that from them I 
may confirm my ſelf in faith and patience, and 
an entire reſignation to thy will, and wiſer and 
better choices for me. Bring back frequently to 


my remembrance the promiſes and ſupplications, 


== poured out in the bitterneſs of my ſoul; that 
=” thoſe ſucceſsful addreſſes to the throne of Grace 
may ſtir me up effectually, to the paying what 
I then fo ſolemnly vowed. Open thou my lips, 
© © Lord, that my Mouth may declare thy mercy 


aud truth as Jong as I live, and praiſe my GOD, 
= while I have any being. Pf. cvi. 33. And, foraſ- 


much as this recovery is only the lengthening out 
A little that ſpan of life, which muſt ſhortly have 
en end; ſuffer me not, I entreat thee, to forget 
that I am a ſtranger upon earth; but help me ſo 


to diſengage my heart from theſe things here be- 


low, which my own late experience hath taught 


me, cannot profit in the day of wrath; that my 


hopes and affections may be unalterably fixed up- 


on thoſe better and eternal freaſures, which tho 


haſt prepared for them that love thee, Let my 


= moſt ſerious thoughts and certain expectations of 


= death and judgment be ſo continually, ſo power- 
kully impreſs'd upon my foul, that in what hour 
fever the Lord ſhall come, I may be found ready 
"to meet him, and to go with him to the marriage. 
Even ſo, Bleſſed JesUs, grant me in ſuch man- 
per to paſs through things temporal, that I final. 
— Ty loſe not the things eternal; but that I may uſe 
= and improve thy Grace here, till Grace at laſt be 


8 allowed up in Glory, and I tranſlated to the 


bes of my dear Redeemer. All which I beg for 


Fur: To whom with the Father and Holy Spl- 


* Ait, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, from me, and 


0 8 
* 2. 
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--. edly, but even to entertain them joyfally. 


ier Perſons in Sickneſs or Troubles, Ft 
every other creature, all honour and glory, do- 
minion and power, thankſgiving and praiſe, and 
humble adoration, henceforth and for evermore. 


Amen. 


MEDITATION VI. 


Of Death. 


TT is appointed for all men once to die, and af- 
| ter that the judgment. Heb. ix. 27. So Ipeaks 
the Spirit of God himſelf; and what is thus ordain- 
ed, none can reverſe, none can poſſibly eſcape.” 
That then which remains for us, who lie under this 
ſentence, to do, is only to endeavour, that w may 


die, as becomes men and Chriſtians ; that is, as i 
perſons, who expect to render an account” of he 


things done in this body, and to recezve a recom i 
pence accordingly, whether it be good or bad. Bury 
who may abide the terrors of that day? OY h 
ſhall ſtand when the Lord appeareth? Who igen; 
when not only the thing itſelf, but the very appre- 
henſions, — eſpecially the approaches of it are any 
dreadful? For what is more terrible or ſnocking to 
mortal man, than dying; and what more ſo td H 
ful man, than being judged? But yet, my e 


fince theſe muſt unavoidably come, let us ſer 
courſe can be taken, what means be uſed to e 


a little, and reconcile us to them: Nay, let ug 
if it be not poſſible, not only to bear them ca 
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II. If death be conſidered in itſelf, it is no more, 


than what all the living creation here below do and 
; muſt undergo, in common with ourſelves, And, 
What is dying? It is a ceaſing to live, after the man- 
ner we now do. It is a removal, or rather an eſcape 
from a world of misfortunes and miſeries; of ſorrow 
and trouble, of malice, envy and deceit, noiſe and 
= contention, of pains and anguiſh, of croſſes and diſ- 


appointments, of vanity and vexation ; and, which 


is worlt of all, of temptation and fin. It is doing 
that once for all, which we have being doing in 
part, a thouſand times already; by ſickneſſes and 
; faintings, by the decays and infirmities of nature; 
and by the loſs of the neareſt and tendereſt relations, 
ho fore away our very heart with them. In ſhort, 
the preſent life, even to the proſperous, will be 
found, upon a. juſt computation, to have made a 
very unequal diſtribution; for even ſuch have a 
larger proportion of trouble, than of happineſs. But 
tothe generality of mankind, life is a rough tem- 
peſtuous ſea; and death is the making their port, 
Or at leaſt retiring into the ſhelter of a creek, where 
*Rorms'can no more diſturb and annoy them. Theſe 
Pare not affected ſtrains of philoſophy, but confiderd 
and approved truths ; ſuch as every man is, or may 
be, ſadly convinced of, at his own expence. The 
only deceit ariſes from our natural fondneſs for liv- 
ing; which God hath wiſely infuſed, and woven in- 


our ſouls, that we might the better ſuſtain our 


prefent calamitics. As, on the other hand, he hath 
mage faith of a future ſtate our virtue, and ordain- 
ed the miſeries of the preſent life, as an exerciſe for 

that virtue; that both together might be a balance 
at leaſt againſt the objects of ſenſe; draw off our at- 
feSons from a place, which was never intended for 


| gur reſt or home; and raiſe our deſires up to thoſe 


better 


yo" 


4 — "IT 
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Por Perſons in Sickneſs or Troubles. 


ä 


_ 
better things, which were provided for us in ano 
ther world. And ſurely, if this matter were well 
weigh'd, however timorous nature may ſtart and 
boggle at firſt, yet it would be no difficult matter 
go come cloſe up to death; and, by the help of fa- 
miliar practiſe, and prudent pious meditation, . ½ 
render not only the thoughts of it, but even 
thing itſelf, very tolerable to us. 7 


wb" 1 


4 — 
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III. But, if we conſider death in another views s 

leading, and keeping us cloſe priſoners, to the da 
of juſt and terrible judgment; thus it hath a ſting 
indeed, which is the ſenſe: of guilt, and fin unpar- 


doned. This is what nothing can relieve, but the 


comforts ariſing from true repentance, from a Sa-. 
viour ſacrific'd to expiate, and make full ſatisfac- 


tion for our offences, from a title to our part in that 
expiation, and favour of a reconciled God; And 
theſe, I humbly hope, are comforts Which belong 
to me. For do but hear and obſerve,  my+foul; : 
what reviving words the Holy Spirit hath ſpoken to 
this purpoſe. 1/ any man fin, we have an Adv 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, the Righteous, © 
and he is the propitiation for our fins. 1 i. 

1, 2. Chriſt hath dy'd, who is he that condemneth® 
Yea, Chriſt is riſen again, and ſeated at the Right 

Hand of God, a perpetual Interceſſor, and a mighty 
Saviour to all them that come to God by him. N 


viii. He hath told. thee, that what the law and I 


fleſh thro? infirmity could not do, Chriſt hath dong 
for us; Heb. ii. and iv. that he knows and hath felt 


our weakneſſes, and will not fail to make large 
very gracious allowances for them; Rev. i. 55 that 
Jeſus bath waſhed us in his own Blood, and thought 
our fins be as ſcarlet, yet, upon our true repent = 


ö War 


1 


ſhall be white as ſoow. Iſa. i. 18. LO 


| 
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3 ee ee 
then, and ſee thy Lord coming in the clouds: Thou 
mutt be judged, tis true, but thy Redeemer ſhall 
be thy Judge. And to whoſe deciſion would'ſt thou 
truſt thy cauſe, but to thy beſt friend's? To him, 

who loved thee ſo dearly, as to die for thee, to be 
=. ade {in and a curle for thee, that thou mighteſt 


© be made the righteouſneſs of God in him? This is 


thy ſure confidence 3 and heaven and earth may paſs 


ax, but his merits and promiſes will ever remain 


= Sedialt. And he hath promiſed, that all who re- 


ut and believe, and ſerve and love him, ſhall be 


; 4 ved in that day, and be where he 1Sz to behold 
his Glory. John xvit. Nay, not only to behold, 


þ but to enjoy it; to live and reign with the Son of 


God himlelf. For ſuch he hath made ſons alſo, 
te heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, of ap in- 
Z heritance incorruptible, undefiled; and that fadech 


not away, referved for them in the heavens. Rom. 


= O49. Pet. i. 4. 1 Job iii. 2. And if 1 
NW Know, that I love God, I know, that I ſhall be 
= With him, and be like him, and fee him as he is. 


IV. O glorious day, which ſhall bring me to the 
| joyment of my deareſt Sa- 
Mad molt merciful God, when this veil of 


E full a inſeparable 


© opened an entrance into ſuch bliſs for poor repent- 


ig returning ſinners! Bleſſed be thy bounty, who 


"who haſt ordained ſuch an infinite recompence, for 
r ümperfect and unworthy labours! And, if it is 
iy goed pleaſure that I muſt paſs through the re- 


ons of darkneſs and death, to come at thoſe man- 
of light aod glory; ſhall I grudge this paſſage? 


- When hape borde the heat and burthen of the 
PPV | day, 
ts TT” ; . . 


8 * 
4 as 5 


Xs: hall be taken away, and ſpiritual joy, and 
2 8 and knowledge, and love, ſhall for Ever a- 
—bouod! Bleſſed be thy Name, O God, who haſt 


for Per/ons in 9 95 or | roubles. 
day, ſhall I mourn, 


ſhrink back, when I am called to receive my Wa- 
ges? | 3 


Some difficulties, I am ſenſible, there are: But 
thou, O Lord, wilt ſtrengthen my faith, and not 
ſuffer me to faint, under the terrors and fituggles f 
my laſt trials. Give me grace, I entreat thee, te 
conſider, that this is the method, by which thy.owh © 
Son and our Saviour was made perfect; that it i n-ẽGD0. 
more, nay, it is much leſs, than he ſuffexered vo- 
luntarily, and for my ſake ; that, by ſuffering death = 


he hath overcome it, and rendered the conflict more 
eaſy to his beloved children that come after. Grant 


me to rejoice, at leaſt to ſupport myſelf, with the 


nearer proſpedct of an eternal reſt and reward. 


V. And do thou, O my ſoul, labour „ 4 


to get the better of thy own frailties and fears, wit 


holy meditations, with the repeated exerciſes of --: 
faith and repentance, of truſt and love, and heaven- 
ly mindedneſs. Bid adieu to this vain world, ag 
be ready to part with it chearfully. As for allthat 

8 257 here, thank God for a deliverance im 
it; and for all, whom thou haſt reaſon to lo n 
be concerned for, remember that thou leaveſt hem 

under the conduct of the ſame good Providence, of Ja 
which thy ſelf haſt had ſo large experience. Conſi- 
der that God will make up Af rotations, and ð more 
than all, to thoſe that want them; and, if the Fen-. 
tinue to ſeek and ſerve him diligently, he willnevgr ol 
forſake them, but be their God, and their guide, 2 
unto death. Bid all my friends weep, not for me, 
but for themſelves; who are ſtill in a ſtate of dag- 
ger and- temptation, of yanity and mil 


"Which they that die in the Lord are ever 


freed.” Tell chem, that we ſhall fee oe ae 
I x, TEES _ 


ecauſe Even 1s come, and 
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506 Meditations and Prayers. 


again ſhortly. And as I am going now to tho'e 
dear and gracious ſouls, who have got the ſtart of 
me in this journey; ſo they, and J, and all God's 
children, ſhall have a glorious, a joyful meeting, 
at the reſurrection of the juſt. We Mall all go to- 
B, into a place, whence tears and mourning are 

or ever baniſh'd; where the viſion of God, the ſer- 
vice of the Lamb, the company of angels and faints 
ſhall miniſter eternal matter of praiſe and joy; and 
our happineſs will exceed all we can conceive, all 


we can hope for. And now, O death, where is thy 
ing O grave, where is thy victory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. 


* Thanks be to God, who hath given us the victory, 
- thro' our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Therefore, my 
ſoul, be thouſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as I am aſ- 


ſured that my labour ihall not be in vain in the 
Lord. 922 00 


=1.ACTULATIQANS. 


EE Fj H5/e I am at home in the body, I am abſent 
rom the Lord.; for I walk by faith, not 
ez; therefore I am confident and willing ra- 
ther: lo be abſent from the body, and to be preſent 


with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8. 
Tord, whom have I in heaven, but thce ? and there 


it none upon earth that I deſire in compariſon of thee, 


M fich and my heart faileth, but God is flill m 
- Brength, and my life, and my portion for ever. Verſe 
26 F | 


* - 
- 


Ig Fear/ulneſs and trembling are come upon me, and an 
Fburrible dread hath overwhelmed me, Pi. Iv. 
dir the enemy of. ſouls crieth out alaud, and the un- 
dene comet h on faft; be is minded to do 2 

| 8 3 | mi- 
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for Perſons in Sickneſs or Troubles, 5 
miſchief, ſo malicieufly is he ſet againſt me. Bur 1 


am thine, O ſave me; I am bought with a price, 0 


Jeſus, even with thy moſt precious Blood. IJ am one of 


thy ſheep, rebuke this ravening wolf, for thou art 


greater than be; and none is able to pluck me out of 


ty Hand. Pſ. lv. 


Thou that takeff away the fins of the world, have 2 


mercy upon me. Thou that takeſt away the fins of the 
world, receive my prayer; Thou that fitteſt at the 
right Hand of God, have mercy #pan me. 

Thou, Lord, ait full of compaſſion and mercy, long- 
ſuffering, and of great goodneſs ; O deal not with me 


af ter my ſins, nor reward me according to my inigui- 


tics. Pſ. ciii. 8, 10. | 

Thou knoweſt whereof we-be made, and remembreſe 
that we are but duſt. Look graciouſly therefore upon 
my weakneſs ; pity the interruptions and imper fections 
ef my prayers ; pardon what I cannot now do with a 
ſteady and compoſed zeal, and accep 
my heart. Verle 14. 


thy ful cars to my prayers, but 


are me, Lord 


ot holy, O God moſt mighty,.0 holy and merciful-Sa- 
viour, thou moſt worthy Fudge eternal, ſuffer me © 


at my laſt hour for any pains of death to fall from thee; 


Faithful is he that hath ſaid, I will never: leave” if 
thee, nor forſake thee : Lord, grant me the wl. 
ledge and ſenſible experience of this moſt gracious pro- 
miſe. Heb. xiii. Stand by me, and [ave me from 
reproof of him that would eat me up. Pi. Ivii. + Delt 
ver my ſoul from the roaring lyon, who goeth h 
continually, ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet, iy, 

Lord, 1 commit my ſoul unto thee, as into the Hands © 
A faithful Creator, and moſt merciful Redeemen, | 
1 Pet. v. 8. Spare it, O God, and let it be thine im i 

the day when thou makeſt up thy jewels. Mal. ui. 2 
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De our of death, and in the day of judgment, good 
Lord deliver me. | | 


* 


& FRANK. 


| () Almighty Lord, Father of mercies, and God 


of all comfort, unto thee I fly for ſuecour in 
this my great extremity ; moſt humbly beſeeching 
thee, to ſupport and ſtrengthen me in the laſt con- 
flict of my life. Deliver me from the ſnares and 
terrors of the wicked one, ſuſtain my agonies with 


the peaceful comforts of a quiet and good conſcience, 


and of perfect reconciliation with thee, my God. 


Lord, as thou bringeſt me nearer to thyfelf, fo let 


my love be more fervent, and my deſires of thee be 


| - ſtronger. And O that it may pleaſe thee. in thy 
abundant mercy, to afford me ſome ſweet foretaſte 
T9 of future bliſs, that I may triumph even in death 


itſelf: But if in this I err in what I ask; yet at leaſt 
ſuffer not my faith to be ſhaken, nor thy loving- 


= Kindneſs to fail; and, however thou dealeſt with 
this corruptible body, let my ſoul, I moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, be precious mo fight. Waſf it in 
E the Blood of the immaculate 

All its pollutions being purged and done away, it 
may be preſented pure and without ſpot before thee, 
and be received into thy everlaſting kingdom, thro” 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, thy only 
Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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amb of God, that, 
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SHORT EJACULATIONS 
for the laſt Extremities. 1 


Believe, Bleſſed Feſus, that thou ſhalt * ag" 
be my Fudge; I therefore pray thee, help thy ſer- 
vant whom thou haſt redeemed with thy precious Blood.” 
O make me nodo to be numbered with thy ſaints in 
glory everlaſting. | 

| I be ſnares of death.compaſs me round about, and it: 
pains get hold upon me; Haſte thee, O God, to deliver © 
me, make haſie, O Lord, to help me. Plal. cxvi. an 


, 

Ex. 

t Thy Kingdom come, O God, thy Hill be 4 in 

> earth as in heaven. | 

ö | 

> Lord Feſus, receive my ſpirit. 

3 

} Come Lord 1 Foſs, come auichly. 

2 Theſe laſt Ejaculations, and following Hymns may be uſed 2 1 

{ by the Friends and Standers-by, with the neceſſary Al- * 

A teration of the Perſon, after the fick Party is diabled 5x | 

n from the Uſe of them. " i 
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Ky 8 while Pardon may. bs found, 
And Mercy may be ſought, 

uur Heart with inward Horror ſhrinks, | 
And trembles at the 8 


BY 5 
"When PER O LokD, ſhalt and: diſclos'd, 
©... To Majeſty ſevere, 
8 fit in judgment on fn AY 
os 0 how ſhall - py" 


But. thou haſt told th troubled Mind, 
| Who. does her Sins lamenr, | 


= The timely Tribute of her Tears, 
Shall adele Woe Pre ven. 


% 


Then ſee the Sorrow of my Heart, 

Ker yet it be too late; 

Ag hear my Saviour's dying Groans, 

To give thoſe Sorrows weight: 
Thoſe Sorrows, 

' To give thoſ e Sorrows weight. 


* 


5 or never ſhall my Soul deſpair 
Her Pardon to procure, 
- Who knows thine'only-Son has dy'd; 
Jo e her Pardon ſure : 
| = tr Pardon, - iin 
*= =. = ny er, by nnn 
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A HYMN on TREES: 


I. . 3 
THEN all thy Mercies, 0 my God, 
riſing ſoul ſurveys; 
Tu Vt with the view, Pm loſt 
In nord Love, and Praiſe: 228 
0 how ſhall Words with equal Warmth 
The Gratitude declare, a 
"That glows within my raviſh'd Heart! 
But thou canſt read it chere. „ 
II. 
Thy 8 my Life fuſtain'd, 1 
And all Wants redreſf . 
When in the filent Womb I lay, 5 
And hung upon the Breaſt. —_ 
. all my weak Complaints and Cries — ER 
by Mere lent an Ear, 
3 10 my Keble Thoughts had learnt "1 
To form themſel ves in Pray'r. 5 
III. ä 
 Uanumber'd Comforts to my Soul 3 
Thy tender Care beſtow da. 
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From whom thoſe Comforts flow'd.” RE 1 
When i in the flipp'ry Paths of Youth, ' LY 
Wich heedleſs Steps Iran. LY 3 
Thine Arm unſeen er me bi. VIE 25 > "on 
Dna led me 8 to Man. 
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5 | IV. 


Thro? bidden 8 Toils, and Deiths, 
It gently clear d my Way, 

And throw the plealing Snares of Vice, 

_ : More to be fear'd than they. 

When worn with Sickneſs, oft haſt Thou 
With Health renew'd my Face; 

And when in Sins and Sorrows ſunk, 
*  Reviy'd my Soul with Grace. 


V. 
Thy bounteous find: with worldly Bliſs, 
Has made my Cup run o'er, . 
And in a kind and faithful Friend 
Has doubled all my Store. 
= Ten thouſand thouſand precious Gifts 
My daily Thanks employ ; 
Nor is. the leaſt a cheartul Heart, 
__— ö thoſe Gifts with Joy. 


—_— VI. 
= Through ev'ry Period of my Life 
I hy Goodneſs I'll purſue, 

3 Au after Death in diltant Worlds, 
* RE he glorious Theme rene w- 
b 1700 Ws. = - N few unge and Day and Night - 
| Divide thy Works no more, 

ever grateſul Heart, O Lord, 
i e ſhall adore. iS 


an 


* 5 . h Ul Ecersic) to Thee 


A pet Song Til raiſe, 


. Eternity s 2 ort 
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A PRAYER. | 

For the Pardon of Sin, nd for ntlifiing K 
; Grace. ITY 

$: 

LO RD, ts me notin thine Anger, mei- 

ther chaſten me in thy Diſpleaſure : Have 

Mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak, and my 

Soul 1s alſo ſore vexed; but thou, O Lord, how 

long? Return, O Lord, deliver my Soul; O ſave . 

me for thy Mercies ſake ; ; for in Death there is ne 


Remembrance of thee, or in the Grave who ſhall 7 
give thee Thanks? I am weary of my Groaning, all 


the Night make I my Bed to ſwim: But thau, 0 
Lord, wilt hear the Voice of my Weeping), thou 


wilt hear my Supplications, and receive my Prayen 85 


Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my Soul; Amy 
God, I truſt in thee, let me not be athamed, let net 


mine Enemies triumph over me: Shew me hy 
Ways, O Lord, lead me in thy Truth and teach Wy 5 
for dds art the God of my Salvation. 5 
On thee do I wait all the Day long, chere 13 
will love thee, O Lord, my Strength. Thou art 
my Rock, my Fortreſs, and my eliverer, mE 
God, my Strength, in whom J will traſh I WII 
call upon thee, O Lord, in my Diſtreſs, ok when 
the Sorrows of Death and Hell compaſs me about; 
for thou wilt hear the Voice of my Cry. Excend e 
me thy tender Mercics, And ry loving Kindneſs. 
Q.temember not the Sins of my Youth; nal oy. 
Tratſgreflions ; according to thy Merey look upon 
me, for thy Goodnefs fake, O Lord; tor than W 
teach Song in the Way, and the Meck Tale: theu 
17 vs . u 9 55 2 _= 4 
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guide in judgment, and the Meek will he reach Th 
Way. For thou, Lord, wilt extend thy Merey and 
Truth to them that keep thy Covenant and thy 


Tefttmonies. 
For hy” Name's ſake, O Lord, pardon ks Ini- } 


© quities, for they are great. The Troubles of mine 
Heart are enlarged, bring thou me out of a 


Diſtrefles, look upon my Affliction, and forgive 

my Sin. Mine Eyes are ever towards thee; 

Lord, turn thou unto me, and have Mercy upon 

me.. 1 

O keep my Soul and deliver me, let me not be 

| wed. for I put my Truſt in thee, O Lord, and 
wall publiſh with the' Voice of Thankſgiving thy 
loving Kindneſs, which is ever before me, I will 


Oe all thy wondrous "Works. 


Graz this, O mo merciful Father, Air the infinite 
| — / © the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt Jeſus 
our Redeemer, who 35 exalted as our Hig 5 3 7 
to the Right Hand of the Maje Ay on biek, to be a 
Prince and Saviour, to give en and Re- 


. ion 115 Sins. Amen. 
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| N PASTORAL HY MN. 


H E LoxbD. my Paſture ſhall prepare, 2 
And feed me with a Shepherd's Care; 2 
"He dende ſhall my Wants ſu Ply SOA 
And guard me wich a watchful Fre 5 
My * .day Walks he ſhall + 0&6 3578 4 580 
: 3 5 eee defend. „ 
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25 And Praiſes to his Name to ſing. „ 
His Faichfulneſs the 
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* II. . | 3 * 4 
When in the ſultry Glebe J faint, | 
Or on the thirſty Mountain pant, 
To fertile Vales and dewy Meads, 
My weary wandring Steps he leads; 
Where peaceful Rivers, ſoft and flow, 
Amid the verdant Landskip flow. 


3 1 | GE, 
Though in the Paths of Death I tread, © © 
With gloomy Horrors over-ſpread ; © 
My ſtedfaſt Heart ſhall fear no Ill, 
For thou, O Lord, art with me ſtill : 
Thy friendly Crook ſhall give me Aid. 
And guide me through the dreadful Sade. 


IV. 5 
Though in a bare and rugged Way, . 2 
Through devious lonely Wilds Iſtrayyjy 
Thy Bounty ſhall my Pains beguille. 
The barren Wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, ©: 
With ſuͤdden Greens and Herbage crown'd, «+ 
And Streams ſhall murmur all around. 5 


I 0 A 
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On PSALM KXCI. 5 
HYMN. | 


> I'S good, our Thanks to God to bring 
eS 2 2 ** 


His Love the Morea mall recite, 2 
earful Night. 
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All Arts which Muſick can invent, 
Harp, Pſaltery, ten-ſtring'd ſtrument, 
His folemn Praiſes ſhall refound; —_ 
Whoſe Works. with Joy my Head have crown'd. 


| How great the Works which God has wrought ! 
And how profound his ſecret Thought! | 
Fools to this Knowledge can't aſcend, 
Nor brutiſh Man this comprehend. 


When Sin like Graſs grows ſtrong and high, . 
?Tis certain then the Harveſt's nigh, 

God ever fits on high, and all 

His wicked Foes diſpergd ſhall fall. 


- Anointed with freſh Oil, my Horn 
Is ftrong, like that o*th* Unicorn. Sh | 
> My Foes ſhall fall before my Eyes, : 
© My Ear ſhall hear their dying Cries. 25 
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The Righteous like a Palm are grown, 75 
= Like Cedars ſpread on Lebanon; 2 ted 
© Whom God in his own Courts does plant, | 
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= Thus is our God for ever juſt, 
Fim as a Rock, when him we truſt. 
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mighty God, whoſe Majeſty alone 
=s We go adore, Three Perſons, Three in One, 


bu? ws 


ou Angels in that beav'nly Choir 
bebe Rev'rence worſhip and admire: 
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9 for Perſons in Troubles and Sickneſs. 517 7 


Th' Almighty Breath, did all Things cauſe, to be, 
And by thy Pow'r preſerv'ſt them as we ſee. 225 
The Earth thy Word, the Heav'ns obey thy Hand, 
Thunder and Lightning wait on thy Command. 
pare us, O Lord! and waſh us clean, we pray, 
Let not thy juſt Diſpleaſure us deſtroy. | 
For if our Sins with Juſtice thou ſhoulÞit weigh, 3 
Or our Miſdeeds in Judgment ſhould'ſt repaß; 
What living Frame were able to ſuſtain 33 
Thy juſt Diſpleaſure, in eternal Pain? * 
No, not that Fabrick formed by thy Hand. 
And made perpetual by thy own Command. 
To ev'ry Man the firſt Man Guilt convey'd, 
And ev'ry one the ſame in Acts bewray et. 
But thou art he that loveſt Men to ſpare, _ | - 
And not thy Juſtice with our Sins compare. 
Thou did'ſt Rewards without Deſert diſpenſe, > 
And Puniſhment much leſs than our Offences!” : 
For why? Thy Mercies all our Faults -ſurmountats 
To fave th* unworthy Thou thy Praiſe doſt c 
Thine own Elec thy Love doth worthy make, 
And pardon'ſt all their Sins for thy Son's fake., 


© Look down, we beg, with a propitious Rye 
On us, once ſervants, now thine Enemy; 

For fo we are, if thou mark'ſt what's ami, 

Such of our life the Ingrateful Product is. 

Look on thy Gift, and not upon our Guilt, 

Behold the Blood for us our Saviour ſpilt : 

Thy firſt Creation did our Service claim, 

But thy free Grace it doth us Children na ay 
Wretches, alas! this Title we diſgrace, 8 8 "0 

And by our Sins thy Mercy do deface;: 

2 We would deface; 3 Love doth us reſtrai NET oy 
Thy Love, that once beſtow'd is ne er i Re 
For, Lord, thy Wiſdom: other Ways did i 
Io magnify thy Pow'r to us bel we. 
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But how thy Glory from our Fall do'ſt raiſe,” 
And for Redemption, we thy Love muſt . b 
For that inclin'd ih God of Love to leave 
His Father's Boſonly us from Sin to fave; Jai 3 
die, toriſe, and from his Side to ſend 
Eater and. Blood, what Adam loſt mend 

fas Wiſdom and thy Love do ſo contrive | © 
Through the worſt Acts, the beſt for toderive.) 
>. Thy Loveand Favour re ſo little Prize, i i 
The Goodneſs which by Sins we do deſpiſe; | 
* That Love and Fayour did our Sins baive; RATE. 
That Goodneſs, we being dead, did make us live. | 
LP uh [els O Lord, our 2 Pa for to inflame 
With love ro him, that for us bore the: Blame. 5 
er that we may Satan's Yoke lay by F561 
Aid, hating Sin, become his Enemy; 
Obord, vouchſafe that we the Fleſh refit, ET, 
And: alway s.in thy Love and Grace perſiſt; 8 


{7 5 har Sen this mortal Courſe we all have Halt 


73 


And when' our Souls before thy Judgment come; 
Be, Lord, to us, beyond a F ather kind. M 
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But let Hob our Fo ga a Judge thee monk 1 bt 
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